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PURE SURVEYING
Sure, the GS16's intelligent technology has tree canopies, bridges, and
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makes technology feel human again.
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612-385-6067
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“

The liberty of the press shall forever remain inviolate
and all persons may freely speak, write and publish their
sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the
abuse of such right...

”

— Minnesota Constitution
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From the MSPS President
Daniel Stueber

The summer season has officially arrived and this year it
seems to have brought with it a new level of project workload! Everybody I have talked with recently seems to have
plenty of work. Finding time to write this article has been
difficult — but here goes. The construction season is in full
swing with new future project opportunities on the horizon
as well. In the 2016 summer issue of Minnesota Surveyor,
President Dan Skinner surmised, “next year to be good, and
very busy, for all of us.” So far, his prediction has held true.
One of the things the MSPS Board of Directors has been
talking a lot about recently is strategic planning and future
goals. During the May Board meeting, we set aside several
hours in the afternoon to start discussing the process. We
plan to set more time aside during the upcoming months to
continue the conversation.
If for some reason you have not already renewed your
MSPS individual or firm memberships, please consider doing that as soon as possible. It’s not too late to renew your
MSPS/NSPS membership! We will reach out to those with
lapsed membership. If you have questions, please contact
the MSPS office and staff will be able to assist you.

“Employers across the state
need qualified employees to
meet the increasing demand
for surveying services.”
Our government relations committee continues working with representatives of the Minnesota Office of Pipeline Safety (MNOPS) on boundary survey locates. They
are preparing proposed language revisions to MN Statute
216D. After reaching agreement with MNOPS on proposed
language revisions, they will begin working to find a sponsor to introduce legislation next year. Our lobbyist, Jess
Myers, was also busy monitoring for potential bills being
introduced that may impact our profession as the legislature
finished its session.
This year, the Summer Meeting will be hosted by Chapter 1
in Mankato. The meeting will be on August 3 at the Floyd
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Roberts Pavilion in Land of
Memories Park in Mankato. We
have a great list of speakers lined
up for the continuing education
sessions. The park setting will be
a great venue for our social hour
after the continuing education sessions are complete and
then attendees will be able to partake in Mankato’s annual
RibFest at Riverfront Park. Each year ribbers from across
the country come to compete for the top prize. During the
event that evening, Travis Tritt will be the main stage entertainment. More details and registration forms are included
in this issue of the magazine.
A strong workload is a great thing but that also reminds us
that we need to continually recruit new people to enter the
surveying field. Employers across the state need qualified
employees to meet the increasing demand for surveying
services. I was recently updated on the status of the Land
Surveying program at St. Cloud State University — and
the news wasn’t what I was hoping to hear. For the upcoming year, the University administration has decided not to
hire a faculty member to replace a vacancy left by Kevin
Ahlgren’s departure. The University plans to teach courses
with existing faculty Eric Fuller and other adjunct teachers. Without a second faculty member, ABET accreditation
may be in jeopardy. The University has indicated strong
support for continuing the program. MSPS has sent a letter
to Interim Provost Dr. Daniel D. Gregory at St. Cloud State
University (see page 5) and I encourage MSPS members to
do the same. To send a letter, the information for the Interim
Provost is as follows:
Dr. Daniel D. Gregory, Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
St. Cloud State University,
720 4th Avenue South, St. Cloud, MN 56301-4498
ddgregory@stcloudstate.edu
scsuprovost@stcloudstate.edu
Mark your calendar for the Summer Meeting on August 3,
2017 in Mankato sponsored by Chapter 1; I hope to see you
there! As always, the MSPS Board is serving on behalf of
the membership; contact any of the board members with
concerns, comments or ideas for the future. Best wishes for
a prosperous and safe summer!l
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The Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors (MSPS) Board of Directors wishes to express their
concern regarding the current state of the Land Surveying and Mapping Science program at St.
Cloud State University (SCSU).
We recognize financial constraints have been placed on your institution by the State of Minnesota.
Despite these constraints, it is encouraging to hear that the Land Surveying and Mapping Sciences
program has been identified as a valued segment of the University’s academic portfolio. The
program at SCSU is one of just over a handful of ABET accredited degrees in the country. If the
open faculty position is left vacant, ABET accreditation may be jeopardized.
The traditional path to Land Surveying Licensure in the State of Minnesota includes graduation
with a Bachelor’s degree in Land Surveying. Land Surveying licensure is a unique mix of education
and experience making a quality program such as the offerings at SCSU essential to the region.
SCSU is the only University in our region offering a Bachelor’s degree in Land Surveying — and is
vital to the future of the profession.

DIRECTOR
David Pemberton
Sathre-Bergquist Inc.
(952) 476-6000
pemberton@sathre.com

MSPS urges you to fill the vacant faculty position as soon as possible to avoid jeopardizing the
future of the Land Surveying and Mapping Science program. Regardless of the path forward, MSPS
looks forward to continue working with SCSU to ensure continued success of the Land Surveying
and Mapping Sciences program.

DIRECTOR
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MSA Professional Services
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DIRECTOR
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Land Surveying and Mapping Science Program at SCSU

Sincerely,
Dan Stueber, PE, LS
President, Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors

1000 Westgate Drive, Suite 252 Saint Paul, MN 55114
Phone (651) 203-7256 Fax (651) 290-2266 Toll Free 1-800-890-LAND
Email: msps@mnsurveyor.com Web Site: www.mnsurveyor.com
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From the New MSPS Executive Director
Lee Helgen

In April, I took over as the MSPS Executive Director. I am
grateful to former MSPS Executive Director Nick de Julio
for his efforts to ensure a smooth transition. We wish him
well in his next adventures in life. As your new Executive
Director, I am enjoying learning about the Society’s history, its membership, and getting to know the leadership.
The MSPS Board of Directors is a great group of dedicated
professionals committed to ensuring that MSPS is a wellrun organization and who are focused on strengthening the
profession. The Board is closely monitoring the Minnesota
Legislature to watch out for the interests of the membership, and they are working with a variety of stakeholders
to address any matters that may affect land surveying. The
Board is focused on cultivating talent and taking action to
support workforce development. For example, on behalf
of the MSPS Board of Directors, President Dan Stueber
recently sent a letter to leadership at Saint Cloud State
University in support of the Land Surveying and Mapping
Science program, where he highlighted the importance of
retaining ABET accreditation for the program.
At their May meeting, the Directors initiated a strategic
planning process to evaluate where the Society needs to
focus its efforts and how to best manage the available resources. The Board identified the need to review the current
committee structure and to develop additional strategies for
actively engaging the membership. The Board discussed
options for raising awareness of surveying as a profession
and potential options for creating employment pathways as
a way to meet the growing demand for a skilled workforce.

2018
MSPS Annual
Meeting
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The Board also suggested that the
Society should set aside time to
consider trends affecting the industry and the potential impacts
of technological innovation. The
Board thought it might be wise
for the membership to be proactive in advancing policies to
better position professional surveyors for the future given
the dynamics likely to affect land surveying over time. Understanding that this is a very busy time of year, we anticipate that this strategic planning process will continue
over the next several months. If you have thoughts or ideas,
please be sure to share them with me or the MSPS Board
members.
During my onboarding process, I have taken time to review MSPS’s history and learn more about the organizational structure. I even took a tour of the storeroom to see
what treasures we have hidden away. Among the old files,
papers, and display posters, I discovered a couple of boxes
of historic surveying equipment, which have an enduring quality of precision craftsmanship. I also came across
some intriguing artifacts, like the President’s giant gavel
that dates back to the Minnesota Land Surveyors Association. Going forward, I hope to build on this proud tradition.
After a couple of months on the job, I firmly believe that
MSPS is in good shape and the Board is heading in the
right direction. I really look forward to meeting more of
the MSPS members at the Summer Meeting on August 3 in
Mankato, Minn.!l

Save the Date!
February 14–16, 2018

Minneapolis Marriott Northwest | Brooklyn Park, MN
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From the NSPS Governor: NSPS Spring Recap
Chris Ambourn

The NSPS leadership, committees, lobbyist and staff are constantly working to advance the
mission of the NSPS and our profession in general. Here is a brief
recap of some of the items that are
in motion since my last report.

Government Relations
A piece of legislation long supported by the NSPS called
“The Digital Coast Act” has unanimously passed the Senate (believe it or not). This bill establishes a constituentdriven program to provide a digital geospatial information
platform capable of efficiently integrating coastal data with
decision-support tools, training, and best practices and to
support local, State, regional and Federal capacities to manage economic growth and resilience in the coastal regions
including the Great Lakes.
Another bi-partisan bill has been introduced in the Senate. The “Geospatial Data Act” is a bill to improve the coordination and use of geospatial data. NSPS successfully
negotiated revisions in the bill to move responsibility for
chair of the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC)
to the Office of Management and Budget within the executive Office of the President, to establish a statutory role for
private sector utilization while clarifying, broadening, and
codifying application of the Brooks Act; and establish the
primacy of state law on licensure of surveyors.

management and administration of the CFeds program to
NSPS.

Workforce Development
The NSPS Board of Directors has approved a program that
urges each state surveying society to send a NSPS prepared
model letter to its state CTE office. Local chapters and/or
individual surveyors are also asked to send a letter to the
local workforce development board in each county within
the chapter. Model state and chapter letters, and a link to
identify the key contact at every state CTE office and local
workforce board, can be found on the NSPS website http://
www.nsps.us.com/page/WorkforceDev. Also at that link,
you can find the results of a workforce demographics survey that was issued last year — which has some interesting,
and surprising, results that may interest you.
The Workforce Development Committee has developed a
questionnaire for identifying the status of workforce development activities within each state organization in order to
help determine how NSPS can most effectively assist with
and encourage local workforce development activities.
I will be representing MSPS at the NSPS Fall business
meetings in October in Texas and will provide another update for the fall issue. As always, please forward any issues
or ideas that you may have with national implication to me
so I can bring those to the table.l

CFeds
Conversation and analysis continues with the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) regarding possible transition of

LAND SURVEY COMPANY FOR SALE IN FARIBAULT
Lake Country Land Professionals, created in 2006, carrying over from the Thomas Taylor Co. which was
started in 1958. Our business and records go back to his predecessors who started in 1924. We have an excellent client base of contractors, builders, real estate agents and attorneys in a multiple county area.
We are looking for someone interested in buying the company who will continue the service to these clients.
Contact:
Chuck Allen at lclpchuck@gmail.com or call (507) 332-7449
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Legislative Recap

Jess Meyers, MSPS Lobbyist
2017 Special Session Is in the Books

•

The legislature needed four extra days, but legislators were
able to pass a $46 billion two-year state budget at 3 a.m. on
Friday, May 26. The legislature is now officially in interim
after the 2017 regular and special sessions concluded, with
all 12 major funding bills passed to Gov. Mark Dayton for
his signature or veto. Coming into the session with a $1.65
billion surplus, highlights of the completed work include a
$650 million tax cut package, a nearly $1 billion bonding
bill, increases to the E-12, higher education, and transportation budgets, and a decrease in funding to the health and
human services budget. Also passed this year was compliance with new Real ID federal regulations for state-issued
driver’s licenses and the allowance of liquor sales on Sunday.

•

Job Growth

Gov. Dayton signed nearly all of the major bills related to
the state budget — but issued a line-item veto of the Legislature’s budget in an effort to get the Republican-controlled
House and Senate to renegotiate five specific items the
governor signed into law but wants the legislature to rescind. Gov. Dayton met with legislative leaders on June 13;
when no resolution was reached in that meeting, Republican leaders filed a lawsuit against the governor. The case is
scheduled for hearing on June 26.

A Jobs bill providing $373 million to support economic
development efforts across the state was a major piece of
legislation passed after legislative leaders and Gov. Dayton
found compromise late in the regular session. But the bill,
SF 1456 chief authored by Sen. Jeremy Miller (R-Winona)
and Rep. Pat Garofalo (R-Farmington), was not without
controversy, including language related to Internet data privacy that has raised concerns among some groups.
Among the key funding provisions in the bill are $25 million for the Minnesota Investment Fund, $16 million for the
Job Creation Fund and $20 million for the Border to Border
Broadband Grant Program. The bill also creates the Minnesota Youth Skills Training program, which is designed to
connect high schools with work-based training opportunities, such as apprenticeships and internships.
The compromise version of the bill passed in the early
morning hours of the regular session’s last day.

Capital Investment

Labor Standards

The special session produced a $990 million capital investment bill that is heavy on infrastructure, of which nearly
one-fourth is focused on transportation. Traditionally the
legislature will pass a capital investment bill on even numbered (non-budget) years, but due to the failure last session
to pass a capital investment bill, lawmakers felt the statewide needs were pressing enough to pass a bill this session.

One of the biggest points of contention in both the regular
and special session was a proposal by House and Senate
Republicans called the preemption bill. The preemption bill
would prevent cities and local municipalities from passing
labor ordinances that conflict with state law. Critics argue
that the measure was proposed in order to block cities like
St. Paul and Minneapolis from passing a higher minimum
wage, paid sick leave or any other labor standards that
would conflict with state law. Bill supporters argued that
the bill would help businesses in the state by disallowing a
patchwork of labor regulations from one city to the next. In
an effort to gain support for the labor standards bill, measures were included that would provide paid family leave
for state employees (among other provisions). Gov. Dayton
vetoed the Labor Standards bill, which included the preemption language.

Projects in the capital investment bill include:
• $115.93 million in local road improvement fund grants;
• $71.12 million for rail grade separation crossings
on crude oil rail transport corridors in Coon Rapids,
Moorhead and Red Wing;
• $56.25 million for the local road improvement program;
• $31.88 million to rehabilitate the 10th Avenue Bridge
over the Mississippi River in Minneapolis;
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•

$15 million for Department of Natural Resources asset
preservation;
$12.1 million for the Orange Line bus rapid transit line
between Burnsville and downtown Minneapolis;
$7.85 million for a bridge project at the Minneapolis
Veteran’s Home.
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Tax Bill
During the special session, legislators passed an omnibus
tax bill, HF 1 chief authored by Sen. Roger Chamberlain
(R-Lino Lakes) and Rep. Greg Davids (R-Preston), that
provided $650 million in tax relief. Senior citizens will see
the largest tax break ($117 million) from a reduction in state
income taxes on Social Security benefits. College students
will receive a first-in-the-nation tax credit ($55 million) for
student loan payments, and families will see an incentive
for saving for college through new tax credits. The tax bill
also includes breaks for business property taxpayers ($95
million) by exempting the first $100,000 in property value
from the statewide property tax levy and freezing the automatic inflator as well as property tax relief for farmers.
Other provisions included within the tax bill:
• $15 million increase each of the next two years for Local Government Aid;
• $25.5 million increase each of the next two years for
County Program Aid;
• A revision of the County Program Aid distributions formula as requested by all 87 of Minnesota’s counties.

Governance changes to the Metropolitan Council that
were contained in earlier versions of the omnibus transportation funding bill were removed from this bill.
HF3 limits the requirement that the state pay 50 percent
of the net operating costs of light rail transit lines currently in operation and prevents using state funding for
operating and maintaining the Southwest line or future
lines or expansions.

“The special session produced
a $5.9 billion, 2-year
transportation funding bill
that relies heavily on the state
general fund and bonding.. ”

Transportation Bill
The special session produced a $5.9 billion, 2-year transportation funding bill that relies heavily on the state general
fund and bonding. It also focuses primarily on funding construction for roads and bridges. Existing tax revenue from
the sale of auto parts and rental vehicles that now goes into
the general fund will be directed to fund roads and bridges.
The bill provides a general fund increase of $300 million in
new transportation funding for 2018-2019 and a $448 million increase in 2020-2021.
The bill authorizes $940 million in trunk highway bonds
over the next four years by providing $640 million for general road construction and $300 million for the Corridors
of Commerce program. The bill does not raise gas taxes or
license tab fees.

Met Council and Transit
While earlier versions of transportation funding packages
included deep cuts to the Metropolitan Council and transit
programs, HF3 includes a $70 million increase for transportation functions of the Metropolitan Council. Metro counties will be allowed to expand the light rail and bus systems
through generation of local revenues. The bill also allocates
$1 million to suburban transit providers for suburb-to-suburb transit service.

9

Other items of interest include:
• Directs MnDOT to implement agency efficiencies
that amount to 15 percent of the increased trunk highway fund appropriations in this bill, with funds going
to trunk highway construction and maintenance.
• Modifies eligibility requirements for the Corridors of
Commerce program in statute and prohibits the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) from
adding additional criteria.
• Requires MnDOT to track local government spending for trunk highway system work.
• Authorizes a special permit to exceed motor vehicle
weight limits in order to haul road construction materials on six- and seven-axle vehicles. Allows for local
control for issuing permits and routes, and revenue
from the permit goes to the bridge inspection and
signing account.
• Creates a category for local bridge grants of over $7
million in the Local Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation program.l
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Peter W. Blethen, LS, Memorial Scholarship
The Minnesota Land Surveyors Foundation is accepting donations to the Blethen Memorial Scholarship in memory of long-time MSPS member Peter
W. Blethen.
Peter was a graduate of the University of Colorado, Boulder; he was
a dedicated employee of Bolton &
Menk, Inc., for more than 31 years
until his retirement in 2014. Peter
passed away in January 2016 following a courageous battle with
cancer. He was a Registered Land
Surveyor in both Minnesota and
Iowa. Peter worked very hard in
advancing survey technology within Bolton & Menk as well as in
the surveying industry. In addition
to his MSPS membership, Peter
served in multiple capacities within the society —
including as Chapter Secretary, Chapter Vice President, Chapter President, MSPS Board member, Secretary and President. Peter was recognized as MSPS

Surveyor of the Year in 2006 for his contributions to
the land surveying profession in Minnesota.
Throughout Peter’s career, he supported the work
of the MLS Foundation. He believed there was no
better way to promote the surveying
profession than to support surveying
students in their education. In 2002,
he was the first owner of the prestigious MSPS Traveling Bearing Tree
Trophy.
Further demonstrating his strong
belief in surveying education, Peter
served on the South Central College
Civil Engineering Technology Advisory Committee and on the MnDOT
Survey Technical Workshop Committee.
The Foundation is working with Peter’s family to
determine the criteria for the Blethen Memorial
Scholarship. In the meantime, we encourage members to make a donation to the scholarship fund.

#

Yes, I wish to donate to the Peter W. Blethen Memorial Scholarship
Donor Information:

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________ State: __________ Zip: _______________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Send checks and/or correspondence to:
MLS Foundation
c/o Dennis J. Purcell, PLS
1399 Wood Duck Trail
Shakopee, MN 55379-9430
dpurcell20@hotmail.com

The Minnesota Land Surveyors Foundation is a
501(c)3 nonprofit corporation. A tax deduction receipt
will be provided to each donor.

Make checks payable to: MLS Foundation
Please note that your donation is for the Blethen
Memorial Scholarship.
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Opening the Office of Surveyor General of Minnesota: Part 1

Rod Squires, Department of Geography, Environment and Society, University of Minnesota

Prologue

In the previous article I described how the first Surveyor
General of Minnesota, Charles L. Emerson, closed the office of Surveyor General of the Northwest in Detroit.1 Emerson then opened the office of Surveyor General of Minnesota in St. Paul. The letters between Thomas A. Hendricks,
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, Warner
Lewis, the Surveyor General of Wisconsin and Iowa, and
Emerson show how this was achieved.2
Introduction

Once in St. Paul, Emerson was faced with several tasks,
the first of which was finding a suitable office. On May 23,
1857, in a letter advising the Commissioner that the documents and furniture he had sent from Detroit had arrived in
St. Paul, Emerson wrote, “I am now moving into a building selected for the use of this office, and upon receipt of
instructions from you shall be ready to commence the field
work that may be ordered.”3 Three days later he wrote,

cal year, July 1 to June 30.7 In the letter the Commissioner
provided the Surveyor General with guidance about how
the money should be spent, even instructing him where the
surveys should be carried out. Not unusually, these “annual
instructions,” as they were called, reflected what lands the
Surveyor General himself had recommended for survey in
the annual report he had submitted to the Commissioner in
the previous calendar year. The second letter was the annual
report sent by the Surveyor General to the Commissioner,
in which he described how he had fulfilled his responsibilities during the last quarter of the previous calendar year and
the first three quarters of the present calendar year, recommended where the survey lines should be run the next year,
and estimated the funds he would need for his operation.
The Surveyor General awarded contracts to deputies with
the funds provided by the Commissioner, contracts to run
lines adjudged to be the most important by both the Commissioner and the Surveyor General.
Emerson in Detroit

The building is a two story one: the first floor is to be used
for the City Post office, and the second one I have secured
for the use of this office, at an annual rent of Eight hundred
Dollars, commencing on the 15th instant. The rent is as
reasonable as can be procured. I regard the selection as one
of the best that can be made in this City, at this time. There
being comparatively few Brick tenements and none that are
more secure from fire than the one selected.4

Even as Emerson was closing the office in Detroit, the Commissioner wrote to him and Lewis about future surveying
operations in Minnesota.8 The Commissioner again wrote
to Lewis with further instructions.9 First, the Surveyor
General was directed to begin surveying the area north of
Lake Superior.

Of course the Surveyor General’s main task was to continue the survey operations in Minnesota. It was not easily accomplished. First, he had to answer questions about
the Michigan surveys.5 He then had to hire his own deputies and to coordinate their work with the ongoing work of
deputies awarded contracts by Warner Lewis. Impeding his
efforts was the absence of the records of the surveys that
had already been made in the Minnesota Territory, some of
which he needed to plan his work. Over the next year these
records, most notably the plats, field notes and descriptive
sheets, created in the office the Surveyor General of Wisconsin and Iowa from 1847-1857, were transferred from
Dubuque to St. Paul.6

As the surveys in the Lake Superior region should be
commenced at the earliest practicable period of the coming
season, you will therefore make your preparations accordingly
for extending a meridian line from the corner of township
41 & 42 North, as far as Township 56 North and from the
Northeast corner of township 55 & 56 respectively, cause
correction parallels to be extended East to Lake Superior —
the convergency in these high latitudes rendering two such
parallels expedient. In extending such Meridian you will
order it to be duly offsetted from such Corner to make due
acreage allowance for convergency — and the same also
between the parallels — and on such meridian and parallels
the proper quarter section, section, and township corner
boundaries, will of course be duly established in the most
permanent manner.

Providing structure to the surveying operations in each surveying district were two letters. The first, sent by the Commissioner to the Surveyor General each year, after Congress had enacted legislation appropriating money to fund
the surveys nationwide, informed him what money would
be available for operations in his district during the next fis-

The townships from No. 42 to the St. Louis river, Minnesota
being all fractional, will, when subdivided, be made to close
on the boundary line between Minnesota & Wisconsin as
will also those portions of the same fractional townships
lying on the Wisconsin side.10

Surveyor General . . . Part 1, continued on page 14
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MSPS Summer Meeting
Thursday, August 3, 2017
Mankato, MN

When: Thursday, August 3, 2017
8:00am-5:30pm
Where: Floyd Roberts Pavilion –
Land of Memories Park
100 Amos Owen Lane
Mankato, MN 56001
Questions: Jesse Zeig – Chapter 1
jesseze@bolton-menk.com

Meeting Locations
•
•
•

Continuing Ed Sessions: Floyd Roberts Pavilion – Land of
Memories Park (100 Amos Owen Lane, Mankato 56001)
Board Meeting: ISG Conference Room (115 E. Hickory
Street, Mankato 56001)
CST Exam: South Central College Room E102 (1920 Lee
Blvd, N. Mankato 56003)

Lodging

Courtyard by Marriott
901 Raintree Road
Mankato, MN 56001
• Rate: $129.00/night (+state and local taxes)
• Cutoff date: July 3, 2017

Registration

Find the 2017 Registration Form on page 13.
Email to: Jesse Zeig, jesseze@bolton-menk.com
Mail to: Bolton Menk, Attn: Jesse D Zeig LS
1243 Cedar Street NE, Sleepy Eye, MN 56085

Registration Fees

Before July 17: $40 | July 17 and later: $50

Schedule

Continuing Ed Sessions in Floyd Roberts Pavilion
8:30-9:00am
Breakfast and Registration
9:00-10:00am Session #1: UAS for Surveyors – Are
You on Board? Presented by Kelly Ness
10:00-10:15am Break
10:15-11:00am Session #2: UAS for Surveyors – Are
You on Board? (continued)
11:00am-12:00pm
Session #3: 3D Animation
Deliverables using 3D Studio Max. Presented by Justin
Danielson
12:00-12:45pm Lunch
12:45-1:45pm Session #4: MSPS Speakers Toolkit.
Presented by Connie Villari & PR Committee
12

1:45-2:00pm Break
2:00-3:45pm Session #5: Frontier Precision
Presentation
3:45-5:00pm Social sponsored by Frontier Precision
5:30pm
Ribfest at Riverfront Park Mankato (not
a MSPS sponsored event)
Board of Directors Meeting in ISG Conference
Room
9:00am–12:45pm
Meeting with lunch provided
CST Exam in South Central College Room E102
8:30am–5:30pm
CST Exam
Lunch on your own
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2017 MSPS SUMMER MEETING REGISTRATION
Continuing Ed Sessions: Floyd Roberts Pavilion – Land of Memories Park, 100 Amos Owen Lane, Mankato 56001
Board Meeting: ISG Conference Room, 115 E. Hickory Street, Mankato 56001

1953

ATTENDEE INFORMATION
Name: ____________________________________ Employer: ______________________________
Registration #______________________________________________________________________
Work Address: _____________________________________________________________________
City: ______________________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________
Telephone: __________________________ Fax: ________________________
E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________
Date: ________________ Are you an MSPS member? m Yes
m No________________________
Is your company a firm member? m Yes
m No
Special Meal Requirements:
r Vegetarian r Gluten-free r Other (please specify): _________________________________

REGISTRATION FEE
Before July 17 m $40 |

On/After July 17 m $50

PAYMENT INFORMATION
All fields required if paying by credit card.
r Visa/MC
r Check (payable to MSPS Chapter 1)
r P.O. #__________________________
Cardholder Name (print)_____________________________________________________________
Credit Card # __________________________________________________ Exp. Date___________
Security Code___________________________ Phone_____________________________________
Cardholder Signature________________________________________________________________
Billing Address (m same as above) ____________________________________________________
City _____________________________________________ State ____________Zip _____________

HOW TO REGISTER
Registration forms to be mailed or emailed to:

PCI Compliance: In order to protect your privacy, please

Jesse Zeig – Chapter 1

do not email your credit card information.

Email: jesseze@bolton-menk.com
Mail to: Bolton & Menk
Attn: Jesse D Zeig LS
1243 Cedar Street NE
Sleepy Eye, MN 56085

(For office use only)

Find all details and schedule of events online at www.mnsurveyor.com.
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initials
date
CK/CC
amt. paid
bal. due

fin.
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Surveyor General . . . Part 1, continued from page 11

On the north shore of Lake Superior and on the left bank
of the St. Louis river, the exteriors of as many townships
are to be contracted to be surveyed as will embrace existing
settlements, and as many of the same to be subdivided, the
coming season as can be accomplished by the most active
energies of your deputies.11

He was alerted to the fact that two reservations, which
would later create problems for the rectangular surveys,
had been established,
The treaty of the 30th of September 1854, with the “Chippewas
of Lake Superior & the Mississippi,” article 2d — and also
the treaty of February 2nd, 1855 with “Mississippi bands
of Chippewa Indians,” article 2d, respectively provide
for numerous reservations, and you are referred to those
provisions as particularly as if each one of the same were
herein quoted. Some of those viz. tribal not individual
reservations require to be specially surveyed, and thus may
hereafter be reduced by the Indian Office, within the legal
subdivisions of the regular surveys when such shall have been
made. But whenever the outlines of such tribal reservations
are requested to be specially laid off such work will have to
be effected by deputy surveyors to be commissioned by you,
and acting under your authority but under the advisement of
an Agent, or Agents, to be approved by the Indian Office for
the determination of the direction of the lines to be run, and
to point out the proper localities thereof.
A principal reservation under the Chippewa treaty of 30th
September, 1854, fourth clause of article 2d is “For the Fond
du lac bands, a “tract of land bounded as follows; “Beginning
at an island in the St. Louis River, above Knife Portage, called
by the Indians Paw-paw-sco-me-me-tig, running thence west
to the boundary-line heretofore described, thence north along
said boundary-line to the mouth of Savannah River, thence
down the St. Louis River to the place of beginning. And if
said tract shall contain less than one hundred thousand acres,

“The townships from No.
42 to the St. Louis river,
Minnesota being all fractional,
will, when subdivided,
be made to close on the
boundary line between
Minnesota & Wisconsin as will
also those portions of the
same fractional townships
lying on the Wisconsin side.”
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a strip of land shall be added on the south side thereof, large
enough to equal such deficiency.”
The survey of the reservation is to be accomplished in one
season, in advance of the public land surveys adjacent,
which will close on the outline of such reservation. And such
other special surveys of Indian reservations, not individual,
required to be made by the Indian office in fulfillment of
treaty stipulations, whenever such shall be required to be
laid off in advance of the neighboring public work, which
would regularly include the same, will have to be effected
by special contract, if possible, otherwise such jobwork
necessarily must await the time when it will be within your
powers to connect it with some regular contract for public
surveys.
P.S. I enclose herewith a copy of a reply of the Comr of Indian
Office dated 4th inst. to a communication from this office of
the 5th ulto; and also a copy of an Answer thereto dated 5th inst.
bearing upon the subject of surveys of Chippewa cession;
under the treaty of the 5th Septr. 1854. These copies are made
to accompany the foregoing instructions in order to afford
you the necessary information of the views entertained by
the respective officers in relation to the mode of effecting the
surveys therein alluded to. You are requested to express your
opinion upon the subject at as early a period as possible.12

Three days later the Commissioner wrote to Emerson with
instructions regarding the Minnesota surveys importantly
apportioning him additional funds,
The subject of the extension of the principal lines of the public
surveys in Minnesota with a view to connecting the valley of
the red River of the North, and Sioux Wood river with the
surveys heretofore authorized and lying East of the 5th Guide
Meridian was again brought to the attention of this office
by Hon. H. M. Rice in his communication of the 16th ulto.
enclosing your letter to him of 4th March last in reference to
the public Surveys, which you thought most important to be
carried forward at an early period of the surveying season.13
Upon due consideration of your reasons in support of the
measure I have deemed it expedient and necessary to
apportion to your district out of the unexpended balances
of former appropriations the sum of $10,000 wherewith to
enable you, at once, to take the necessary steps to put under
contracts the following described field operations;
1st To Extend the 7th, 8th & 9th Standard parallel west from the
5th Guide Meridian to the western boundary of Minnesota,
and to run and subdivision of such township as shall contain
superior advantages for timber or agricultural purposes over
those which may be found devoid of the qualities calculated
to attract settlers.
2nd Concerning your recommendation that those fcl.
townships immediately on the north shore of Lake Superior
as designated in red lines on a diagram accompanying
your letter to Hon. H. M. Rice as aforesaid, should also be
surveyed as soon as the season now rapidly approaching
will admit of, so that an advantage may be secured during
the short surveying period allowed in that high latitude, and
thereby subserve (sic) the public interest growing out of the
fact cited by you that “claims are being made and towns and
Summer 2017 • www.mnsurveyor.com

settlements laid out on the lake shore in view of the future
mining operation necessarily following the discovery of
the various minerals with which Lake Superior appears to
abound.” I hereby authorize you to have the same surveyed,
establishing the 8th Standard parallel in its true place the
line between Tps 60 & 61.N the proper range, and also the
continuation of the 4th P.M. in its due place, all of which
not exceeding 180 miles of surveying at augmented rates.
In view of the authority herein given, that portion of the
instructions to you in my letter of the 9th July last under the
5th head, viz: “And the line between Range 7 & 8 West from
the corner to township 56 & 57N. to that of township 60 &
61N., whence run and establish the 8th Standard parallel East
to Lake Superior” you will regard as revoked.
The $10,000 herein before alluded to are deemed sufficient
for the carrying out the foregoing surveys. The special
appropriations of $8,000 and $50,000, which are suggested
in your letter, are not deemed expedient by the Department
and therefore it is not proposed to submit estimates therefor
(sic) to Congress.
In connection with this matter I have to notify you that for
the causes which influenced the Department at the time
when the estimate for the surveying services for the fiscal
year ending 30th June 1859 were submitted, the general
estimate for surveying the public lands &c. was restricted
for the ensuing year to $40,000 which with the balance of
former appropriations will not allow for Minnesota anything
like the sum estimated for by you in your Annual Report
dated 26th October last: that the forthcoming apportionments
upon the passage of the appropriations will, as nearly as I can
calculate, afford to your surveying district $40,000 in lieu
of $150,000 submitted by you for the surveying operations.
You will therefore take care so as to manage your surveys,
as that the surveying obligations will not go a dollar beyond
the $40,000, and that you will enter into no contracts for
surveying the public lands during the ensuing fiscal year until
appropriation is made by Congress and an apportionment is
made by this office for your district and reported to you.14

He wrote, with instructions about surveying the Grand Portage reservation, the next day,
Referring to my letter of instructions to you on the 13th inst, in
regard to the running of fractional township lines bordering
on Lake Superior, I have now to call your attention to the 5th
clause of the 2nd article of the Treaty with the Chippewas of
Lake Superior and the Mississippi dated 30th Sept. 1854 and
to say that the provisions made for the Grand Portage band,
viz. “a tract of land bounded as follows; Beginning at a rock
a little east of the eastern extremity of Gran Portage Bay,
running thence along the Lake shore to the mouth of a stream
called by the Indians Maw-Sku-Gwaw-caw-maw-se-be, or
Cranberry Marsh River, thence up said stream, across the
point to Pigeon River, thence down Pigeon River to a point
opposite the starting point, and thence across to the place of
beginning”, is to carried into effect before the township lines
authorized to be surveyed are extended to the locality of the
Reserve, so that the lines of the public land survey may be
closed upon the boundaries of that Reserve. With this view
you will make your arrangements to define the limits of the
reserves at the rate of five dollars per diem to your Deputy;
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and his actual & necessarily incurred incidental expenses of
assistants and cost of materials absolutely requisite for the
accomplishment of his work under such instructions as you
shall deem proper for that purpose.
As the theatre of your Deputy’s operations is a distant
one, you will endeavor to improve the opportunity which
will offer itself to you in contracting for the running and
establishing the fractional lines of the Townships adjourning
Lake Superior in that vicinity, to have the line of the above
Reserve surveyed & established by the same Deputy, with
the view of saving, if possible, the travelling expenses of the
party to Lake Portage for the performance of the latter work
only.15
Emerson in St. Paul

Soon after Emerson had arrived in St Paul, he received a
letter from the Commissioner reminding him of his obligation to produce an annual report summarizing his “surveying operations” for that year and his “surveying and office
estimates for the fiscal year ending the 30th June 1859” by
October 1.
For further instructions as to the manner in which the
Synopsis, Estimates & Report as now called for, are to be
made out — I refer you to the letter of this office on the
subject, addressed to your predecessor in office on the 17th
April 1856 — a prompt reply is requested.16
P.S. It will be necessary for you to accompany your annual
report with a blank map of the territory of Minnesota
exhibiting the public surveys thereon.17

Later in May, the Commissioner sent Emerson more information about two American Indian reservations that had
been established.18
I herewith enclose for your information and government
copies of maps and field notes of surveys executed under
the superintendance (sic) of the Indian Office, of the Gull
& Watab Lake Reservations under the 2nd & 3rd clauses of
the 2nd article of the Treaty of the 22nd Feby 1855 with the
Chippewas of the Mississippi (Statutes at Large vol 10 page
666) and which were the subject matter of the instructions
from this office to the Surveyor General of Wisconsin &
Iowa of the 26th July & 27th September last.
I have to request that you will cause your Deputies to respect
the lines of these reservations, by closing those of the public
surveys thereon, and return the same on the township plats
whenever the surveys in the neighborhood of those localities
are made. In the mean time you will make such annotations
on the map and diagrams in your office with reference to
these instructions as will prevent their being overlooked,
when the proper time arrives for the surveys of the public
lands in the vicinity of those reservations.19
Surveyor General . . . Part 1, continued on page 17
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Name
Warner Lewis
Thos S. Nairn
St S. Hetherington
Stephen G. Ferrimon
Thos. Hardie
H. A. De Westher
Geo. M. Samuels
John J. E. Norman
Jn. W. Lucas
Jn. D. Jennings
Henry B. Welsh
M. W. Estes
Wm. W. Smith
Simon Treuor
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Duties

$2,000 pr. annum
$1,500 ditto
$1,300 ditto

Goochland Co. VA
Washington D.C.
Dauphin Co. PA

Residence
when Appointed
Dubuque, Iowa
Mobile, Alabama
Dubuque, Iowa

$1,300 ditto
$1,100 ditto

Philadelphia, PA
Montreal, Canada

ditto
ditto

Assist. draftsman
$1,100 ditto
Seimstedt, Saxony
Transcribing
By the folio or 100
Parkersburg, VA
Field notes
words
ditto
ditto
Philadelphia, PA
ditto
ditto
Scott Co., Ohio
ditto
ditto
Pittsburg, PA
ditto
ditto
York, PA
ditto
ditto
Philadelphia, PA
ditto
ditto
Messenger &
$300 pr. annum
Ireland
Watchman
Figure 1. Employees in the office of Surveyor General

ditto
ditto

Surveyor general
Chief Clerk
Principal draftsman
Assist. draftsman
Assist. draftsman

Compensation

Place of Nativity

ditto
Muscatine Co., Iowa
Dubuque, Iowa
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
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Surveyor General . . . Part 1, continued from page 15

In response to a circular from the Commissioner dated
May 22, Emerson sent a list of the individuals employed in
his office indicating “the place, nationality, and residence,
when appointed, also the compensation of the gentlemen
connected with this office.”20 (Fig. 1)
On June 4, the Commissioner informed Emerson of the
money that would be available for operations in his surveying district during the fiscal year July 1, 1857- June 30,
1858. In the lengthy letter he also provided the Surveyor
General with, “information and Instructions for … guidance in Starting the Surveying operations in your District.”
The Act making appropriations for the Legislative, Executive,
and Judicial Expenses of Government, and for certain Civil
Expenses for the year ending the 30th June, 1858, approved
March 3, 1857, made the following provisions for the
Surveying Service to be carried on under your immediate
Superintendence to Wit:
1st. “For compensation of the Surveyor General North West
of the Ohio, and the Clerks in his Office, Eight thousand three
hundred dollars.” This appropriation is now applicable to
your Office at St. Paul for Surveying Service to be completed
in Michigan, and for that in the Territory of Minnesota within
the limits of the future State of Minnesota, as defined by Act
of Congress approved February 26, 1857. Viz: For your own
salary $2,000, and for compensation of the Clerks in your
Office $6,300 making $8,300.
2d “For compensation of Clerks in the Offices of the
Surveyors General to be apportioned to them according to
the exigencies of the public Service, and to be employed
in transcribing field notes of Surveys, for the purpose of
preserving them at the Seat of Government, forty-one
thousand dollars,” of which sum there has been allotted to
your office $2,500.
3d. “For preparing the unfinished records of public and
private Surveys to be transferred to the State authorities,
and the provisions of the Act of twelfth June 1840 in those
Districts where the Surveys are about being completed,
twelve thousand dollars”, of which amount there has been
assigned to your Office the sum of $2,500. The expenditures
of this special appropriation you will account for in separate
quarterly accounts.
4th. “For Surveying the public lands (Exclusive of California
& Oregon, Washington, New Mexico, Kansas and Nebraska
& Utah) including incidental Expenses of One hundred
thousand dollars” out of which amount there has been
apportioned to your District to Wit;
$25,000 for Surveys in Minnesota, West of the Mississippi &
20,000 -------------“------------------, East of the river and also
2,000 for Incidental Expenses of your Office.
The foregoing amounts apportioned for the Surveys West and
East of the Mississippi river are to be at the rate of $6 per mile
as the maximum, admitting of $5 and upwards per mile for
17

Subdivision lines and over $6 per mile for the township and
Standard parallel and Guide Meridian lines and applicable to
that portion of the Minnesota Territory which lies South of
the North Eastern and North Western Land Districts created
by An Act of Congress approved on the 8th of July 1856.21
Besides the above mentioned appropriations &
apportionments, there exists an unexpended balance of the
appropriation per Act of July the 8th 1856, “For the Survey
at augmented rates, of Meridian, Standard parallel, township
and Section lines in the District hereby created” per 4th
Section of “An Act to establish two additional land districts
in the Territory of Minnesota” of about $30,000 applicable to
the payment of Surveying Expenses with those two districts
at the rate of $7.50 per mile, as the maximum, admitting of
your allowing to your deputies of $6 per mile & little over for
Subdivision lines; 9 or $10 per mile for township lines and as
high as $12 per mile for guide meridians and standard parallel
lines. Whilst the law allows this liberal maximum it is not to
be presumed that it will be awarded at an indiscriminate rate
for the Service, but that the public interest will be consulted
in making contracts with tried and faithful Deputies upon the
best possible terms under that maximum.
The means provided for the Surveying of the public lands
and the Indian Reservations under existing treaties within
the limits of your Surveying District in Minnesota and to
the extent to which the Indian title has been extinguished,
amount to $75,000.
The Department will expect you to commence the surveying
operations in Minnesota as Soon as possible in conformity
with the Printed Instruction. 40 copies of which herewith, as
prepared by Principal Clerk of Surveys in this Office for the
Surveying Districts Established in and Since the Year 1850.22
The Employment of faithful and Competent Deputy
Surveyors is urged upon your attention, and the vigilance of
your own part respecting their duties under Such Surveying
Contracts as you will enter into with them, the object of
all the Surveys is to effectively establish the marks and
monuments calculated to perpetuate the evidence thereof in
the field. Blank forms of Surveying Contracts together with
bonds are herewith Sent to you (200). Upon entering into a
Contract with a Deputy, a duplicate is to be handed to the
deputy & a triplicate transmitted at once to this Office — the
percent alluded to in the body of the blank will be stipulated
to be retained for the purpose therein mentioned from
5 to 8 per cent proportionate to the per mileage specified
in the Contract. On the field work being returned to your
office, and the examination of the field notes of Surveys
proved to have been correctly & faithfully performed, and
upon your approval thereof, you will send to this office a
certified account of your deputy accompanied by a duly
authenticated transcript of the field notes of Surveys and the
certified official plats of the townships surveyed and charged
for. Upon examination of the account and the corroboratory
evidence of the Survey, the payment will be made to the
deputy by draft upon Such United States Depositaries as the
Deputy may indicate.
Surveyor General . . . Part 1, continued on page 18
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Surveyor General . . . Part 1, continued from page 17

You will at an Early period Select out and Carefully determine
what particular localities in your Surveying District are
required to be Surveyed by reason of either the existing
treaty stipulations with the Chippewas, and also such as are
demanded for actual settlement, furnishing this Office with a
copy of the data you may obtain in the matter.
The connected diagram required by the Surveyor General
of Wisconsin and Iowa to be furnished to your Office
representing the conditions of the Surveys in Minnesota
while under his Superintendence, will enable you to
understandingly Contract for the Survey of Such public
lands as the most pressing wants of Settlers may require.
The fieldwork Should Systematically advance and in such
a manner as not to exceed the ability of your office to make
the necessary examinations of the returns of Surveys, and
protractions of Township plats. It is in this Connexion (sic)
that I should draw your special attention to an imperative
rule of the Department which requires that the Contracts
and Surveying Obligations of every description shall be
kept within the means allowed by law, and apportioned by
instructions to your Surveying District.
Representations having been made to this Office that the
Surveys under the instructions of the Surveyor General
of Wisconsin & Iowa at Dubuque, of the 8th April 1856 to
subdivide as many townships on the Lake Superior and on
the left bank of the St Louis river, as would embrace the
then existing settlements, have not been carried out to the
extent authorized, and that necessities exist for extending the
surveys further up the river. Should this be the case, you will,
upon receipt of the evidence of the surveys yet to be executed
by Mr. Burt, deputy surveyor, situated in Townships 48,
49, & 50N. R.15W. and in Townships 49 and 50N. R.14W.
contract for the necessary additional surveys in that locality,
both east and west of the guide meridian, and to enable you to
start the field operations west of the guide meridian, you will
cause a correction line to be established from the S.E. corner
of Township 48N. R.16W. of the 4th P.M. to the Mississippi
river, which line will serve as a basis for the subdivisional
surveys north thereof.
In Minnesota, surveys West of the Mississippi, under
instructions of the 23d Apl. 1856, some progress has been
made; leaving for your action under those instructions the
following yet to be executed in advance of other field work;
to wit:
1st To Contract for the Exterior lines and subdivisions of the
Townships E of the 4th Guide Meridian to the Mississippi
river and north of the 6th St. Parallel and South of the 8th
St. Parallel. So soon as the field notes of the Survey and
diagrams of the Guide Meridian and Standard Parallels are
furnished you by the Surveyor General at Dubuque.
2d To subdivide the Townships 101N. R. 23W., T 123N. Rs
28 & 32 and Tps 124N. R. 32 & 33W. which from the report
of the Surveyor General of Wisconsin & Iowa dated April18,
1856 are designated as “not surveyed or contracted for.”
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As respects the survey of the Indian Reservations and under
the treaties with the Chippewas of Lake Superior and of the
Mississippi, alluded to in the instructions from this office,
to the Surveyor General of Wisconsin & Iowa, under date
of Apl 30th and September 27th 1856, you will be shortly
instructed as to the mode of effecting the same.23

In response, Emerson wrote, on June 18,
I have to state, that in my opinion, the following surveys
should in addition to those specified in your letter …, be the
first to be undertaken.
The 4th Guide Mer. should be extended North to the 9th
Parallel; The 5th Guide Mer. to be run from the 1st to the 4th
Parallel; The 5th 6th and 7th Guide Meridians to be established
between the 5th and 9th Parallels; The 2nd and 3rd Parallels to
be extended West to the 5th Guide Mer. township lines and
subdivisions between the 4th and 5th Guide Mer. South of the
4th Parallel should immediately follow.
Standard Parallels from 5 to 9 inclusive, should be run
West to the 7th Guide Mer. Township lines and subdivisions
embraced within Meridians and Parallels above described
should be made at an early day.
Towns 121 to 124 North inclusive, in Ranges 29, 30 & 31
West should be placed under contract for subdivision when
the township line surveys are completed which have been
put under contract by the Surveyor General at Dubuque.
In the Lake Superior country, the balance of the district that
has been laid out into townships ought to be subdivided and
both townshiping (sic) and subdividing should be carried
along up the Lake for fifty or sixty miles.
I have selected a district of country described as being
most suitable for early surveying operations on information
derived from settlers, and from gentlemen well acquainted
with their wants as regards the prosecution of surveys. Having
myself resided in the Territory for several years, and during
the time traveled over, and became by personal observation
acquainted with the natural advantages and resources of
different parts of it, I am confident that a better policy cannot
be adopted that the undertake the surveys being designated.24

A few weeks later the Commissioner acknowledged Emerson’s letter, writing:
You state that in your opinion the earliest surveying operations
in your district as designated in your letter should, in addition
to those specified in mine as aforesaid, be first carried on:
that opinion is based, you say, upon information obtained
from settlers and from persons thoroughly acquainted with
their wants, as well as upon you own personal observations
of the natural advantages and resource of your surveying
district , and that you are confident that no better policy can
be adopted than by giving the precedence to the localities
alluded to.
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In reply I have to say that upon consideration of the
proposition I coincide with your views, with few exceptions
and do authorize you to cause the following surveys, in
addition to those designated in my letter of the 4th ulto. to be
executed during the fiscal year ending on the 30th June 1858.
1st The 4th Guide Meridian should be extended north of the
8th parallel to the 9th parallel west of the Mississippi River.
2d The 5th Guide Meridian from the 1st to the 4th parallel and
from the 6th to 9th. The 2d, 3d, 7th & 8th correction parallels
between the 4th and 5th Guide Meridian, and the 9th correction
parallel east of the 5th Guide Meridian to the Mississippi
river.
3rd. Township lines south of the 8th correction parallel and
north of the 6th and south of the 4th parallel line all lying
between the 4th & 5th Guide Meridian and also township lines
east of the 4th Guide Meridian and the Mississippi river south
of the 9th parallel & north of the 8th.
4th Subdivide into Sections Tps. 121 to 124N. of Rs. 29,
30, & 31 West and such other townships embraced under the
3rd head as will demand at your hands and within the means
apportioned to your district, together with the townships
authorized by my letter of the 4th ulto. To wit: the exterior &
subdivisional lines of townships situate east of the 4th Guide
Meridian to the Mississippi river & between the 6th & 8th
standard parallels and the subdivision of townships 101N.
R. 23W, 123 N. Rs. 28 & 32W. & townships 124N. Rs. 32
& 33W.
5th Subdivide such of the townships 51 & 52N. Rs. 14 &15W
& 53N. Rs. 11 to 15W. as will be demanded by settlements.
Extend the range line north between ranges 11 & 12W.
from the corner to township 53 & 54 to that of townships
56 & 57N. and the line between ranges 7 & 8W. from the
corner to townships 56 & 57N. to that of townships 60 &
61N. whence run and establish the 8th standard parallel east
to the Lake Superior, then survey township lines lying east
of those range lines to the Lake & south to the 8th standard
parallel and subdivide such of these townships as you will
find demanded to be so surveyed.
Your letter of the 18th ulto. does not allude to the region of
the country situate North of the 4th correction line & West of
the Independent Meridian in Minn. East of the Mississippi
river. It is therefore inferred that no surveys are required
in that section of country and as we further learn that the
Fond du Lac reservation of 100,000 acres is not required
at this time, therefore, you will consider revoked that part
of the instructions to you of the 4th ulto. requiring you to
establish a correction line west of the Independent Meridian
from the S E corner of Tp. 48N. R 16W. to the Mississippi
river. The means placed by law at our disposal are considered
sufficient to meet all liabilities necessary for the extent of
services contemplate in the foregoing, and should the service
not require all the means, the residue thereof may be applied
to subdivisional surveys in such parts of Minnesota as are
embraced within the Guide Meridians & correction parallel
hereby authorized to be established.25

A week later, Emerson wrote to the Commissioner,
Having contracted with several Deputy Surveyors for the
survey of certain Correction and Township lines in the
vicinity of Lake Superior, also the survey of a portion of the
5th Guide Meridian, the 3d and 7th Standard parallels, and
certain Townships and subdivisional surveys West of the
Mississippi river, the notes whereon are made returnable to
this office on or before the 1st day of Jany next, I have the
honor to address you on the subject of the inspection of said
surveys when they shall have been completed.
The difficulties attending an inspection of the surveys in the
Lake Superior region, rendering it beyond the power of one
Inspector, to properly examine those surveys as well as those
West of the Mississippi river, I would respectfully suggest
that authority be given me to employ a special Inspector for
the Lake Superior surveys, to be paid a reasonable per diem
(say $5) together with his actual and necessary expenses
while engaged upon such examination.
For the surveys lying immediately East of the Mississippi
river, and those West thereof, I propose employing one
Inspector, at an annual compensation of $1,400 together with
his actual & necessary expenses while in the field. This is the
rate of compensation which, I am informed was allowed by
the Surveyor General of Wisconsin & Iowa to one Inspector
whose field of operations embraced the surveys in the
Territory, whilst under his superintendence.
Believing that the adoption of the foregoing suggestions
would ensure a satisfactory examination of the surveys to be
made in the localities, which I have designated, I respectfully
submit the same with the hope that they may meet your
approval.26

The next day he wrote, again to Hendricks,
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 9th inst, approving with few exceptions, the suggestions
contained in mine of the 18th ulto, respecting the localities
in which the public surveys in this Territory should be
prosecuted during the present season, and on authorizing me
to contract for the execution of such surveys as are herein
designated.
In compliance with your instructions of the 4th June last, I
entered into contract for the establishment of a correction
line from the S. E. corner of T.48N. R.16W. to the Mississippi
river, and intended at the time I addressed you my letter
of the 18th ulto to allude to the survey of Townships and
subdivisional lines in that region, but through inadvertence it
was omitted. The Deputy who has the contract for running the
correction line is, I doubt not, already in the field, and should
his contract now be revoked, must be subject to considerable
loss, having procured his outfit &c. I must therefore request
that the letting of this contract be approved. Since addressing
you under date of the 18th ulto, I have learned from gentlemen
residing in that region that the survey of a few Townships in
that immediate vicinity is very desirable and if it is the wish
Surveyor General . . . Part 1, continued on page 21
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Surveyor General . . . Part 1, continued from page 19

of the department to accommodate the wants of the settlers
in that region, the Deputy who has the contract for a survey
of the correction line before referred to can be instructed to
survey such Towns as may be most desirable. These surveys
however ??? North of the correction line cannot be executed
until the lines of the Fond du Lac Indian Reserve be first
run and marked, and the survey of those lines remains to be
ordered when deemed advisable by the Department.
As there is nothing to prevent the running of the Town
lines South of the Correction line, should it be considered
advisable the Deputy now in the field can be instructed to
survey them.
To carry on the surveys North of the 7th Standard parallel
and West of the 6th Guide Meridian, which would embrace
a region of country in the vicinity of Otter Tail Lake,
containing numerous settlements, it is necessary that the
7th Standard be established, and when ordered I beg leave
to suggest that it would be advisable to have it established
through to the Sioux Wood River, the western boundary of
the future state of Minnesota and which would continue it
but a few Townships West of the point, where the 6th Guide
Meridian would intersect it.
This parallel would serve as a basis for the surveys North
thereof, and when it is desirable to have the country South
thereof surveyed, the 6th Guide Merdn. should start from the
Iowa State line, and be run North, allowing for the proper
convergency at every 24 miles, until it intersected the 7th
Standard Parl.
I am fearful the course adopted by the Sury. Genl. of
Wisconsin and Iowa in running a portion of the 5th Guide
North, and a portion South, will create an irregularity in the
survey, by reason of an excess or deficiency of convergency
when the Guide is closed upon the 2d Standard, and to
prevent such irregularities in the 6th Guide, I have deemed it
advisable to suggest the establishment of the 7th Standard and
6th Guide as above.
I enclose a diagram, showing the means of establishing the
Standard and Guide, as I have suggested, and respectfully
submit the same with the foregoing remarks for your

consideration.27

On July 23, Emerson sent his third quarter requisitions in
early because of the uncertain winter mail, arguing that the
price of goods was so much cheaper than they would be
in the winter when navigation ceased. He also requested
money to buy two stoves and fuel.28
Already, the new Surveyor General was receiving inquiries
concerning the actual surveying operations. On July 31, he
answered the complaints of a number of citizens from Olmsted County regarding the corners in the county, asking that
the county surveyor be authorized to move them, forwarding a copy of the citizen’s letter to the Commissioner of the
General Land Office on the same day. In the accompanying
letter he wrote, “The removal of said corners would render
necessary a resurvey of the Township in question, and being fully aware of the objections on the part of the government to the ordering of Resurveys, I have deemed it proper
to lay the case before your office, for such action as you
may think the merits of the case deserves.”29
Illustrating the problems that the absence of the surveying
records in St. Paul caused, he responded to a letter from
the Commissioner instructing him to transmit plats and descriptive notes to the land offices at Buchanan and Ojibwa
stating that he had not received the records from Warner
Lewis in Dubuque.30
On September 17, he sent letters to both the Commissioner
and A. C. Smith, Register of Minneapolis land district office regarding the subdivision of a lot.31
Surveyor General Emerson sent his first annual report to
the Commissioner on October 26, 1857.32 Accompanying
Surveyor General . . . Part 1, continued on page 22
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Opening the Office . . . Part 1, continued from page 21

his report was a map showing the lines that that had been
run under contracts awarded by the surveyors general of
Wisconsin and Iowa and the lines for which he had awarded
contracts. (Fig. 2, 3)
He wrote,
In accordance with your instructions of May last, I have
prepared in triplicate, and herewith have the honor to submit
my annual report, embracing statements marked A, B, C, D,
E, F, J, K, L, M, and N, together with diagrams or sketches of
the State of Michigan and Territory of Minnesota, the latter
having been made in conformity to instructions from the
department of May last, and marked respectively G and H,

which will serve to exhibit the progress made in both field
and office work in that State and Territory since the report
of my predecessor, dated the 23d October, 1856; as also the
documents pertaining to the public surveys in this Territory,
which have been received from the surveyor general of
Wisconsin and Iowa up to the present time.
From the fact that the office was not removed from Detroit,
Michigan, and organized at this point until the surveying
season had considerably advanced, I was unable to any very
great extent to contract for surveys under the instructions
from the department, deputy surveyors not feeling disposed
to undertake contracts with the prospect of being compelled
to leave the field because of the severity of the climate before
completing their surveys.
Of the work contracted for and now in progress of execution,
it is believed that all, with a few exceptions, will be

Figure 2. Sketch of the Pubic Surveys in the Territory of Minnesota33
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completed by the close of the present surveying season;
and a reference to statement B will show what returns
have been received up to the present time.
With respect to surveys which, from information in my
possession, I consider to be the most desirable should
be executed the coming season, I would respectfully
recommend that the region of country in the immediate
vicinity of Otter Tail lake, more particularly described
in a letter which I had the honor to address to the
department on the 17th July last, as also the best mode of
connecting the same with the surveys already executed,
should be included in the programme (sic) of surveys to
be contracted for next season. I would also beg leave to
call the attention of the department to the necessity of an
early survey of the outlines of the Indian reservations,
under treaties with the Chippewas of Lake Superior,
and of the Mississippi, referred to in a communication
from the department of the 4th June last. From the rapid

settlement and development of that portion of the Territory,
it would appear very desirable that the outlines of those
reservations be established at as early a day as practicable,
in order that the public surveys adjacent thereto may be
continued and connected therewith.35

He ended his report with a comment about the surveys in
Michigan. He wrote,
Of office work pertaining to resurveys in the State of
Michigan, necessary to be performed before the final
transfer of the papers, records, plats, &c, can be made to the
authorities of that State, there yet remains a sufficient amount
to employ the greater portion of the present clerical force of
this office during the coming winter, in order that they may
Opening the Office . . . Part 1,continued on page 24

Figure 3. Legend for Map of Surveys in 185734
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Surveyor General . . . Part 1, continued from page 23

be transferred immediately upon the opening of navigation
in the spring; nevertheless, it shall be my aim to arrange in
such a manner as to keep the office work pertaining to the
surveys of this Territory fully up with the field work of the
same.36

His report contains a table showing what documents relating to the surveys in Minnesota he had received from Lewis
in Dubuque.37 He broke the estimates for next fiscal year’s
appropriations into surveys in the northeastern land district
at augmented rates, surveys in the northwestern land district at augmented rates, and surveys west of the Mississippi and south of the northwestern land district.38
Surveyor General Lewis submitted his annual report, dated
October 12, to the Commissioner stating,
It may not be amiss to state here that no effort has been spared
to facilitate the operations of the office located in Minnesota;
papers and information have been furnished such as were
thought necessary, and application for others has always
received prompt attention and the preference over any kind
of work. Original field notes of deputies, where the same
did not conflict with the engagements of this office, have
been forwarded; copies of others, required for prosecution
of his surveys, have been made. The original plats of that
portion of the Territory west of the Mississippi river to range
twelve, inclusive, have been turned over, as well as the field
notes (original descriptive lists) of some four hundred and
seventy townships on either side of the river. A large amount
of work is now ready, and will be transmitted immediately
on the close of this report; indeed, I expect by the first of
the ensuing month to transmit and turn over to his custody
all documents pertaining to the public surveys in that part of
the Territory east of the Mississippi and south of the fourth
correction parallel.39
Conclusion

The first Surveyor General of Minnesota, Charles Emerson,
faced a daunting task in continuing the rectangular land
surveys in Minnesota. Although he was a surveyor, and so
probably knew something about the government surveys,
he — like other surveyor generals — was a political appointee and probably faced a learning curve. In addition, he
seems to have operated ex officio, as the Surveyor General
of Michigan and so was required to answer questions about
the surveys in that state and finish the unfinished Michigan
records in order to transfer them to the Michigan authorities. He also had to hire his own deputies and to coordinate
their work with the ongoing work of deputies awarded contracts by Warner Lewis absent the records that were necessary for him to continue the surveys in Minnesota about
which I will write next.
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23. Minnesota Historical Society. State Archives. U.S. Surveyor
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the Secretary of the Interior who included it in his report, dated
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Addendum to “Closing the Office of Surveyor
General of the Northwest”

Rod Squires, Department of Geography, Environment and Society, University of Minnesota
My article in the Spring 2017 magazine included a copy
of a letter sent by the Commissioner of the General Land
Office to the Surveyor General of Minnesota, Charles L.
Emerson, dated April 1, 1857.1
The method of protracting the original field notes of surveys
on the Dubuque office will be followed by you based upon
legal & official requirements which you will find in the
“Laws Opinions & Instructions” which will be furnished to
you in 2 volumes or parts of volumes.

In end note 17, I stated that I had not found the two volumes
of the “Laws Opinions & Instructions.” I now have found
them, allowing me to correct two errors in my article and to
introduce a new source of information about the rectangular
surveys.2
In the letter the Commissioner wrote,
Your especial attention is referred to the Act of April 24,
1820 “An act making further provision for the sale of the
public lands” vide ch. 240 of part 1st page 323 and also to
corresponding circulars of instructions to Surveyors General
June 10th 1820 in part 2nd No. 796 page 8203 — the Act of
April 5th 1832 “An Act supplementary to the several laws for
the sale of the public lands” ch. 424 part 1st page 493 and
to corresponding circular instruction to Surveyors General
dated 8th May 1832 in part 2nd No. 9224 pages 933 & 934.5

It is not intended to run the subdivisional lines, and mark
them, but merely to make them upon your surveys, and
calculate the quantity of land in each subdivision.

A footnote states, See Nos. 865, 887, 845, 841, and 876.
The second entry mentioned in the letter, No. 922, is another circular from the Commissioner to the surveyors general
addressing the problem of dividing fractional sections.
The point of this brief Addendum is, obviously, to correct
the errors in my article but, more importantly, to introduce
a new source for investigating the history of the rectangular
land surveys. The Secretary of the Treasury, the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and the Attorney General
all possessed the authority to make explicit to the surveyors
general how the legislation enacted by Congress was to be
interpreted.
End Notes
1.

2.

Entry No. 796 is a copy of a Circular from the Commissioner of the General Land Office to the surveyors general
dated June 10, 1820.
Sirs: In pursuance of the act of 24th April, 1820, entitled “An
act making further provision for the sale of the public lands,”
the Secretary of the Treasury directs that fractional sections
containing more than 160 acres shall be divided into halfquarter sections, by north and south or east and west lines,
so as to preserve the most compact and convenient forms.
You will therefore be pleased to divide the fractional sections
in your district (which remain unsold) in the manner above
directed, and report to this office, and to the registers of the
land districts in which those fractions respectively are situate,
the said divisions, together with the quantity contained in
each subdivision.
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3.
4.
5.

Letter dated April 1, 1857. Letters sent by the General Land
Office to Surveyors General, 1796-1901. National Archives Microcopy No. 27, vol. 17 256-259, quoted in Rod Squires “Closing the Office of Surveyor General of the Northwest,” Minnesota Surveyor vol. 21 No.2 (Spring, 2017) 12.
General Public Acts of Congress, respecting the sale and disposition of the public lands with Instructions issued from time
to time by the Secretary of the Treasury and Commissioner of
the General Land Office and the official Opinions of the Attorney General on questions arising under the Land Laws in Two
Parts. (Washington D.C. Gales & Seaton, 1838). Volume 1 contains the Laws to the close of the second session of the Twentyfifth Congress. Volume 2 contains the Instructions and Opinions
to the 17th of August.1838. The volumes are contained in the HathiTrust digital library (https://www.hathitrust.org/partnership).
URLforVolume1:https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.35112104856176
URL for Volume 2: https://hdl.handle.net/2027/wu.89097112874
The authors of the volume gave the page number 1820; the correct page number is 820.
I inadvertently gave the entry number as 921; it should be 922.
See end note 1.l
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Sustaining Members
The Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors appreciates the continued participation and encourages your support for the following Sustaining Members of MSPS:

Harrison Marker Co.

RDO Integrated Controls

PO Box 66, Anoka, MN 55303
(763) 421-1445
www.harrisonmarker.com

Fred Meyer Technology Services
Fred Meyer
14558 Joppa Ave South, Savage, MN 55378
(952) 381-4404

Leica Geosystems Inc

Chris Rotegard
4107 158th St. W., Rosemount , MN 55068
(612) 385-6067 Fax: (651) 200-2008
www.leica-geosystems.us

Dan Stong
9201 East Bloomington FWY, Suite JJ, Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 948-1604 Fax: (952) 948-1606
www.rdoic.com

Quantum Spatial, Inc.

Miles Strain
18391 Smith Court Elk River, MN 55330
(763) 442-3398
www.quantumspatial.com

OBJECTIVE

The objective of this association is to unite all the registered Land surveyors in the State of
Minnesota, to elevate the standards of the surveying profession in the State of Minnesota; to
establish basic minimum requirements for surveys, to assist in promoting legislation and educational programs to improve the professional status of the land surveyor; to work in cooperation
with local, county and state governments in our field of endeavor; to uphold a rigid code of ethics
and strive to improve our relations with our clients and the public by work with precision and
integrity.

Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors
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Minnesota
1

State

TrigStar 2016–2017

TrigStar Statewide Place

17

Winners

Schools

263
Students

By Janele Fowlds

1st Place: Micah Link, 88% (17:10 minutes)
Walker-Hackensack-Akeley High School
Awarded $350 and Gold Medal
The TrigStar Program Contest is an annual high school
mathematics competition sponsored by the National
Society of Professional Surveyors based on the practical
application of Trigonometry. The program recognizes the
best students from high schools throughout the nation.
The purpose of the TrigStar Program:
To promote the study of trigonometry in high school
and to promote excellence in the mastery of trigonometry by honoring the individual student who has
demonstrated superior skill among classmates at the
High School level.
• To acquaint the high school trigonometry students
with the use and practical application of trigonometry
in the surveying profession.
•

30

•

To build an awareness of surveying as a profession
among the mathematically-skilled high school students, career guidance counselors and high school
math teachers.

TrigStar Contest Levels:
• Level 1 is given at local high schools. There is one
winner from each participating high school.
• Level 2 is the national test. The state winner from
each participating state is eligible to compete for the
National TrigStar title.
(From www.nsps.us.com)
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2nd Place: Briggs Carlson
88% (21:09 minutes)
Mankato West High School
Awarded $250 and Silver Medal

3rd Place: Kellen Rodriguez
88% (24:11 minutes)
Fairmont High School
Awarded $200 and Bronze Medal

First Place: Mankato West High School, 868 points
Traveling Trophy: Chapter One MSPS
Teacher Steve Jones

Chapter One

One hundred sixty (160) students from nine different high schools participated in the event: Fairmont,
Lake Crystal Welcome Memorial, Mankato West,
Minneota, New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva NRHEG, Nicollet, Sleepy Eye-St. Mary’s High
School, United South Central and Waterville-ElysianMorristown.
First Place: Briggs Carlson, 88% (21:09 minutes), Mankato West High School

Second Place: Kellen Rodriguez, 88% (24:11
minutes), Fairmont High School
Third Place: Benji Lundberg, 88% (30:43 minutes), NRHEG High School

Traveling Trophy Event

First Place: Mankato West, 868 points
Second Place: NRHEG, 856 points
Third Place: Sleepy Eye-St. Mary’s, 844 points
Trig-Star Statewide Results, continued on page 32
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Chapter Two

Four Events were held.
At Breckenridge Senior High School, 23 students
took the exam.
First Place: Brooke Busse, 82% (36:13 minutes)
Second Place: Claire Conzemius, 76% (39:44
minutes)
Third Place: Carley Fredericksen, 76% (42:09
minutes)
Traveling Trophy Event: 765 points
At Walker-Hackensack-Akeley High School, 14 students took the exam.
First Place: Micah Link, 88% (17:10 minutes)
Second Place: Ellie Hansen, 88% (39:05 minutes)
Third Place: Rachael Wales, 88% (49:00 minutes)
Traveling Trophy Event: 802 points
At Park Rapids High School, 30 students took the
exam.
First Place: Ellery Overmyer, 84% (19:36 minutes)
Second Place: Katelynn Warmbold, 76% (35:10
minutes)
Third Place: Jake Dickinson, 76% (40:25 minutes)
Traveling Trophy Event: 576 points

Second Place: Kelly M Killorin, 88% (53:45 minutes), Denfeld High School
Third Place: Conner R. Feyen, 88% (53:55 minutes), Denfeld High School
First Place: Sam Clauson, Hermantown High
School, 82% (30:00 minutes)
First Place: Samuel Libby, Two Harbors High
School, 82% (31:00 minutes)
First Place: Bridger Zakovich, Proctor High
School, 88% (57:41 minutes)
First Place: Benjamin R. Emmel, Denfeld High
School, 88% (39:33 minutes)

Traveling Trophy Event

First Place: Denfeld, 744 points

Chapter Five
No events held

Chapter Six
No events held

At Bagley High School, 11 students took the exam.
First Place: Bailey Engesether, 88% (46:50
minutes)
Second Place: Jarret Mershman, 82% (49:44
minutes)
Third Place: Carson Grover, 77% (46:30 minutes)
Traveling Trophy Event: 464 points

Chapter Three
No events held

Chapter Four

Twenty-five students from four different high schools
participated in the event: Proctor, Hermantown, Two
Harbors and Denfeld.
First Place: Benjamin R. Emmel, 88% (39:33
minutes), Denfeld High School

Breckenridge Senior High School Participants
Left to Right: Carley Fredericksen,
Brooke Busse and Claire Conzemius
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First, Second, and Third Place Winners from
Chapter 4
In no particular order: Benjamin R. Emmel,
Kelly M Killorin, and Conner R. Feyen from
Denfeld High School

Bagley High School Participants
Front: PLS Amanda Brustad, Bailey Engesether, Nathan Johnshoy, and
Jacob Scherzer
Back: Jarret Merschman, Carson Grover,
Dimitri Frank, Gavin Williamson, and Mr.
Joel Hood
Not Pictured: Bandi Hanse, Brenna
Bellefy, Payton Hinrichs, and Nik Olson

Chapter 4 Participants
33
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Firm Member Directory
Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Janele Fowlds
1960 Premier Drive, Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 625-4171 Fax: (507) 625-4177
www.bolton-menk.com

W. Brown Land Surveying, Inc.

Woodrow Brown
8030 Cedar Ave. S., Suite 228, Bloomington, MN 55425
(952) 854-4055 Fax: (952) 854-4268

Cornerstone Land Surveying, Inc.
Dan Thurmes
6750 Blvd N., Suite 1, Stillwater, MN 55082
(651) 275-8969 Fax: (651) 275-8976

C.E. Coulter & Associates, Inc.

John Peterson
1000 E. 146th, Suite 240, Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 808-9500

Egan, Field & Nowak, Inc.

Lee Nord
1229 Tyler Street NE, Suite 100, Minneapolis, MN 55413
(612) 466-3300 Fax: (612) 466-3383
www.efnsurvey.com

The Gregory Group, Inc. dba Lot
surveys Company
Gregory Prasch
7601 73rd Ave. N., Brooklyn Park, MN 55428
(763) 560-3093 Fax: (763) 560-3522
www.lotsurveys.com

Hakanson Anderson Associates
Charles Christopherson
3601 Thurston Ave., Anoka, MN 55303
(763) 427-5860 Fax: (763) 427-0520
www.haa-inc.com

Houston Engineering, Inc.

Curtis Skarphol
1401 21st Ave. N., Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 237-5065 Fax: (701) 237-5101
www.houstoneng.com

ISG

Dan Stueber
115 E. Hickory Street, Suite 300, Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 387-6651 Fax: (507) 387-3583
www.is-grp.com
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James R. Hill, Inc.

Marcus Hampton
2500 W. City Rd 42, Suite120, Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 890-6044 Fax: (952) 890-6244

Loucks

Paul McGinley
7200 Hemlock Lane, Suite 300, Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 424-5505 Fax: (763) 424-5822
www.loucksinc.com

Moore Engineering, Inc.

Chris Heyer
1808 E. Fir Ave., Fergus Falls, MN 56537
(218) 998-4041 Fax: (218) 998-4042
www.mooreengineeringinc.com

MSA Professional Services

Dennis Honsa
60 Plato Blvd E., Suite 140, St. Paul, MN 55107
(651) 334-8413 Fax: (763) 786-4574
www.msa-ps.com

Northwestern Surveying and
Engineering, Inc.

Michael Stang
1900 Division Street W., Suite 4, Bemidji, MN 56601
(218) 444-9394
www.nwsmn.com

Oliver Surveying & Engineering, Inc.
Lynn Caswell
580 Dodge Ave., Elk River, MN 55330
(763) 441-2072 Fax: (763) 441-5665
www.oliver-se.com

Otto Associates

Paul Otto
9 W. Division Street, Buffalo, MN 55313
(763) 682-4727 Fax: (763) 682-3522
www.ottoassociates.com

E.G. Rud & Sons, Inc.

Jason Rud
6776 Lake Drive NE, Suite 110, Lino Lakes, MN 55014
(651) 361-8200 Fax: (651) 361-8701
www.egrud.com
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Firm Member Directory
Sathre-Bergquist, Inc.

Survey Mapping Solutions, Inc.

Schoborg Land Services, Inc.

Ulteig Engineers

Stephanie Grotbo
150 S. Broadway Ave, Wayzata, MN 55391
(952) 476-6000 Fax: (952) 476-0104
www.sathre.com
Paul Schoborg
8997 Co Road 13 SE, Delano, MN 55328
(763) 972-3221 Fax: (763) 972-3223

SRF Consulting Group, Inc.

Matthew Hansen
1 Carlson Parkway, Suite 150, Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 475-0010 Fax: (763) 475-2429
www.srfconsulting.com

Stonebrooke Engineering, Inc

Aaron Mages
12279 Nicollet Ave. S., Burnsville, MN 55337-1650
(952) 402-9202 Fax: (952) 403-6803
www.stonebrookeengineering.com

MSPS Chapter Chairs
A reminder to send your
meeting notices and minutes to the
MSPS office so that we may post the
information on the MSPS website.

Kurt Kisch
4285 Lexington Ave. N., St. Paul, MN 55126
(651) 415-3800
www.ulteig.com

Westwood Professional Services
Nathan Carlson
7699 Anagram Drive, Eden Prairie, MN 55344
(952) 937-5150 Fax: (952) 937-5822
www.westwoodps.com

Widseth Smith Nolting - Alexandria

Bryan Balcome
610 Fillmore Street, PO Box 1028, Alexandria, MN 56308
(320) 335-5023 Fax: (320) 762-0263
www.wsn.us.com

d
Save the Date!

d3

Send information to
Lee Helgen at
msps@mnsurveyor.com or
to Jasper McCroskey at
jasperm@mnsurveyor.com —
we are happy to p
 romote
your Chapter events!

MSPS Winter
Seminar

View committee information online:

Thursday
November 30, 2017

www.mnsurveyor.com/?page=msps_committees
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Ross Wamre
14652 85th Ave., Little Falls, MN 56345
(218) 850-8334
www.surveymapsolutions.com
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MSPS Members: Get Recognized for and
Share Your Work on Projects!
MSPS will recognize interesting and outstanding work by our members via a special section in the Minnesota Surveyor magazine! We’re looking for projects that presented challenges requiring creative solutions,
unique projects, big projects, weird projects, etc. Simply write up a description of the project including the
basics of the project, some description of what made it unique and any particular surveying techniques that
you employed. Include photos and any other documents that help tell the story. Send submissions to Staff
Editor Laurie Pumper at lauriep@ewald.com.
The deadline for the Fall 2017 issue is August 15, 2017.

Available From the MSPS Office:
Fant, Freeman & Madson on Writing Land Descriptions
$30 (Members or Nonmembers)
A Striking Triumph of Geometry Over Physical Geography,
by Rod Squires; includes searchable CD
$70 (Members or Nonmembers)
MLSA/MSPS History, 1953-2003 50th Anniversary
$35 (Members or Nonmembers)
The Land Surveyor’s Handbook of Statutes, Book One
$55 (Members or Nonmembers)
The Land Surveyor’s Handbook of Statutes, Book Two
$55 (Members or Nonmembers)
Public Land Surveys: History, Instructions, Methods
$24.30 (Members or Nonmembers)
Report 1: Public Land Survey in Minnesota
$14.73 (Members or Nonmembers)

Additional publications and pins are also available!
Use the secure online payment system at www.mnsurveyor.com or call the office at
(651) 203-7256 to get an order form.
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