Education and Engagement Committee Update
By Kumari Ghafoor-Davis

Happy February, beauties! The Education and Engagement Committee has started
reading another book, Between The World and Me, by Ta-Nehisi Coates. We have had three
posts so far this month. If you haven’t already, hopefully you will begin reading the book with us
and join in the discussion on Facebook by searching #mobbunitedbookclub on your MOBB
United Facebook group search bar.

We will also be holding another Facebook Live reading that will take place on February
25 at 7pm with the author of Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel
Basquiat, by Javaka Steptoe. J ean-Michel Basquiat and his unique, collage-style paintings
rocketed to fame in the 1980s as a cultural phenomenon unlike anything the art world had ever
seen. But before that, he was a little boy who saw art everywhere: in poetry books and
museums, in games, in the words that we speak, and in the pulsing energy of New York City.
Award-winning illustrator Javaka Steptoe’s vivid text and bold artwork that echoes Basquiat’s
own, introduce young readers to the powerful message that art doesn’t always have to be neat
or clean—and definitely not inside the lines—to be beautiful. We will have giveaways for the first
ladies who log on to the live reading that evening. This will be the second Facebook Live
reading; our first live reading was in December from Derrick Barnes, the author of Crown.
th

*The following posts were shared originally in the Moms of Black Boys United, Inc. private Facebook group, and
Education and Engagement Committee Lead Kumari Ghafoor-Davis gave us permission to share it publicly. If you
are a mom of a Black son and member of that group, you can read and/or respond in the comments by clicking
the linked dates.

January 6, 2017
“Happy New Year, Beauties! It's that time again for another book club read!!
We are so excited about our choice for the next MOBB United book club read, Ta-Nehisi
Coates’ Between the World and Me. We will begin reading on January 8th and will post our first
question about the book on January 15th.
Coates is a national correspondent for The Atlantic, where he writes about culture, politics, and
social issues. He is the author of The Beautiful Struggle, Between the World and Me, and the
new book We Were Eight Years in Power.
In a profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to
the most intimate concerns of a father for his son, Coates offers a powerful new framework for
understanding our nation's history and current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the
idea of "race," a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black
women and men—bodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened,

locked up, and murdered out of all proportion.
Between the World and Me is Coates' attempt to address these questions and concerns in a
letter to his adolescent son.
Coates has been hailed by Toni Morrison as "required reading”, a bold and personal literary
exploration of America's racial history by "the single best writer on the subject of race in the
United States" (The New York Observer).
Order your copy of Between the World and Me today, so we can start discussing this awesome
book together.
Thank you ladies.
MOBB United Book Club”

January 23, 2017
“Welcome to the second post for our current #mobbunitedbookclub choice, Between the World
and Me, by TaNehisi Coates. One question that comes up for me as I read is, if so many people
feel that the reality of race is a natural fact and inevitably leads to racism, how can we begin to
heal this misconception within our own communities where we also have racism and hatred
among and for ourselves? Please share your thoughts and your own questions with us in
comments below.”

