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COVID-19 and Pets 
 
Key Points about SARS-CoV-2 and Animals: 
Information provided by the CDC’s One Health Coronavirus Task Force  

• Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses. Some cause illness in people and others cause 
illness in certain types of animals.  

• Some coronaviruses that infect animals can sometimes be spread to people, but this is rare.  
• We do not know the exact source of the current outbreak of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-

19). The first infections were thought to be linked to a live animal market, but the virus is now 
primarily spreading from person to person.  

• The first case of an animal testing positive for the virus in the United States was a tiger that had 
a respiratory illness at a zoo in New York City.  

• We do not have evidence that companion animals, including pets, can spread the virus that 
causes COVID- 19 to people or that they might be a source of infection in the United States.  

• Treat pets as you would other human family members – do not let pets interact with people or 
animals outside the household. If a person inside the household becomes sick, isolate that 
person from everyone else, including pets.  

• Further studies are needed to understand if and how different animals could be affected by the 
virus that causes COVID-19 as well as how this might affect human health.  

• This is a rapidly evolving situation and information will be updated as it becomes available.  
For more information, see COVID-19 and Animals Frequently Asked Questions.  
 
Testing Pets for COVID-19: 

• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) and the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) agree that there 
is no need to routinely test companion animals for COVID-19 at this time.  

• In agreement with these recommendations, the Missouri Department of Agriculture 
(MDA) will not authorize testing of the general companion animal population. 

• The decision to test an animal must be authorized by the Missouri State Veterinarian, Dr. Steve 
Strubberg or, in the event he is unavailable, Missouri Assistant State Veterinarian, Dr. Jean 
Schmidt in conjunction with the Department of Health and Senior Services, Office of 
Veterinary Public Health. 

• The Missouri State and Public Health Veterinarians can only authorize testing of Missouri 
origin animals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html#COVID-19-and-Animals
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Authorization for testing will be conducted on a case by case basis: 

• When requested by a private veterinarian who is reporting: 
• Animal has clinical signs of a new, concerning illness that is suspicious of an infectious 

disease, AND 
• The companion animal has had close contact with a person with confirmed or suspected 

COVID-19 infection or has had exposure to a known high-risk environment (i.e., where a 
human outbreak occurred), such as a residence, facility, or vessel (e.g. nursing home, 
prison, cruise ship), AND 

• That testing for infectious diseases that commonly cause companion animal illness has 
been conducted to rule out COVID-19. 

 
• When requested by an attending veterinarian for animals in a mass care or group setting (e.g., 

animal shelter, boarding facility, animal feeding operation, zoo) who is reporting: 
• A cluster of animals showing clinical signs of a new, concerning illness that is suspicious 

of an infectious disease, AND 
• Testing for infectious diseases that commonly cause animal illness has been conducted 

to rule out COVID-19. 
 

• When requested by academic institutions for the purpose of research: 
• The proposal, sampling criteria, animal species and scope of the project will be outlined 

prior to authorization. 
• Researchers will establish an endpoint for each study in conjunction with MDA based 

upon time and date or number of animals/households tested. 
• If the scope of the project, the testing criteria, or the endpoint changes, the State 

Veterinarian must authorize those changes. 
• Researchers must obtain institutional approval prior to the start of their project. 

 
Veterinarian Authorization: 

• Once the decision is made to test, the State Veterinarian will authorize and designate, a state-
appointed veterinarian, USDA accredited veterinarian, or Foreign Animal Disease 
Diagnostician (FADD) to collect the sample using appropriate personal protective equipment.  

• Sample collection methods will be verified with guidance from the University of Missouri, 
Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory (UM VMDL). 

• Official sampling will follow USDA guidance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nasphv.org/Documents/VeterinaryStandardPrecautions.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/one_health/downloads/faq-sapho-on-companion-animal-testing.pdf
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Laboratory and Reporting: 

• The University of Missouri, Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory (UM VMDL) will 
conduct initial animal testing and provide test kits to authorized veterinarians. 

• SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) detection in any animal is reportable per OIE guidance. 
• Positive results 

• Will require confirmation through additional testing by USDA’s National Veterinary 
Services Laboratory (NVSL). 

• Will only be reported publicly when confirmed by NVSL and information has been 
communicated with the Missouri State Veterinarian and the Public Health Veterinarian. 

• MDA will communicate the information to USDA, AVMA, CDC and National Assembly 
of State Animal Health Officials (NASAHO) and work with those groups for unified 
messaging. 

 
Management of animals in COVID-19 positive households: 

• MDA will defer to AVMA guidance and CDC’s guidance concerning the management of animals 
in shelters and households in which a human has tested positive for COVID-19. 

• Guidance regarding care and isolation of pets that test positive for SARS-CoV-2 is contained in 
CDC’s guidance. 

• If an animal has a positive result, MDA will not remove the animal from the home. 
• AVMA guidance states that every effort should be made to allow companion animals to 

continue to co-habitate with their family when possible. However, if temporary sheltering 
becomes necessary, a number of precautionary steps should be taken including:  

• Dogs should be walked outside for elimination and exercise but direct contact with other 
companion animals should be avoided as a best practice to protect animal health. 

• Feces should be collected using gloved hands or a bag and disposed of immediately. 
• Ideally, these dogs should be walked in an area that can be readily sanitized in a 

dedicated area separate from the general animal population. 
 
Important COVID-19 Resources: 

• USDA sample procedures 
• United States Department of Agriculture FAQ on companion animal testing 
• CDC Guidance for managing people in home care and isolation with pets 
• American Veterinary Medical Association 
• OIE guidance 
• National Association State Public Health Veterinarians 
• Interim Guidance for Veterinary Clinics 
• CDC COVID-19 and Animals  
 

 

https://www.oie.int/en/scientific-expertise/specific-information-and-recommendations/questions-and-answers-on-2019novel-coronavirus/
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19/interim-recommendations-intake-companion-animals-households-humans-COVID-19-are-present
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/interim-guidance-managing-people-in-home-care-and-isolation-who-have-pets.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/veterinarians.html
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19/interim-recommendations-intake-companion-animals-households-humans-COVID-19-are-present
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/one_health/downloads/faq-sapho-on-companion-animal-testing.pdf
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19
https://www.oie.int/en/scientific-expertise/specific-information-and-recommendations/questions-and-answers-on-2019novel-coronavirus/
http://www.nasphv.org/Documents/VeterinaryStandardPrecautions.pdf
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__458rl1jp.r.us-2Deast-2D1.awstrack.me_L0_https-3A-252F-252Fwww.cdc.gov-252Fcoronavirus-252F2019-2Dncov-252Fcommunity-252Fveterinarians.html_1_01000171a80c600e-2Da06535be-2De7eb-2D4cf2-2Dba40-2D34cfee47a621-2D000000_fgDjrITFApNrUv5wpVrZHarirRg-3D159&d=DwMFaQ&c=GSntNbUav5AC0JJIyPOufmfQT3u3zI7UKdoVzPd-7og&r=Q-Y-IaSY62MGxL12G7A4tb_a2dGdwHNmgZMDw4NHsAg&m=d2EWS_9jwn30m2nicLzk1uUH8_-f_VObJzFJt5ideug&s=GZOWAWdgw_-vjsFbiL5l_lVL0kcCeBro9debYqEc39Q&e=
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/animals.html

