
MPE Congratulates STAR Teachers 
The Mississippi Economic Council recognized Mississippi’s 2019 STAR Students and Teachers 

in April.  MPE congratulates the following 64 members for being among the 342 STAR 

Teachers honored:  

 

Nan Nethery, Alcorn Central High School Krista Smith, McLaurin High School 

Jennifer Hood, Amory High School Jack David Jinkins, Mendenhall High   

Sandy Childs-Jones, Ashland High School Lauren Zarandona, MSMS+ 

Krista Weaver, Baldwyn High School Elizabeth Morgan, MSMS+ 

Kristen Zemek, Belmont High School David Slade, Mt. Olive High School 

Michael Burkett, Biloxi High School James Meggs, New Hope High School 

Kara Green, Blue Mountain High School Michael Franklin, Newton County HS 

Sam Hisaw, Booneville High School Erin Fortenberry, North Pike High School 

Randy West, Brandon High School Brittney Shoemake, Northeast Jones HS  

Jennifer Foshee, Bruce High School Trisha Gilbreath, Northwest Rankin HS   

Doralyn Killebrew, Central Holmes Christian  Andrea Clark, Oak Grove High School++ 

Elizabeth Smith, Clarkdale High School Lamenda Hase, Ocean Springs High School+ 

Vernita DeSha Burnett, Clarksdale High School Faith Gibson, Pass Christian High School 

Michael Novinski, Columbia High School Charles Brand, Pearl High School 

Ashley Webb, DeSoto Central High School David Merrill, Perry Central High School 

Dawn Gaskin, East Webster High School William Kirby, Petal High School 

Jacqueline Lewis, Enterprise High School David Brown, Pisgah High School 

Teresa Whitaker, Eupora High School Sam James, Pontotoc High School 

George Pennell, Forrest County AHS Debbie Reeves, Quitman High School 

Mary Higgs, Franklin High School Stephen Westerfield, Richland High School 

Blanca Lee, Gulfport High School Sabrina Henderson, Richton High School 

Anna Oswalt-Daher, Hamilton HS, Hatley HS, William Ray, Jr., Riverside High School 

     and Smithville High School+       Stacy Hughes, Sacred Heart Catholic 

Melinda Kopp, Houlka Attendance Center Rebecca Brawner, Saltillo High School 

Jennifer Nance, Ingomar High School Teresa Bulloch, Scott Central High School  

Jessica Morris, Kossuth High School Jackie Thompson, Sebastopol High School 

Danielle Yarbrough, Lake High School Jessica Herrington, South Jones High School 

Lisa Burnside, Leake Central High School Sara White, Tishomingo County High School 

Jan Hansen, Long Beach High School Greg Ellzey, Tylertown High School 

Marcus McCool, Louisville High School Eleanor Phillips, Warren Central HS++ 

Jan DeLaughter, Loyd Star High School Anna Smith, Water Valley High School 

Mason Smith, Lumberton High School Stephanie Hodo, Wayne Academy 

Rebecca Temple, Madison Central High School 

 

 

+  Selected as STAR Teacher by more than one student.  

++ Inducted into STAR Teacher Hall of Fame which is reserved for teachers who have been 

chosen STAR Teacher at least 10 separate times. Only 86 Mississippi educators have 

reached this teaching milestone. 


