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US MERS Cases Cause Concern for District's Physician Community         

Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus (MERS-CoV) Hospital/Physician
Advisory
From the DC Department of Health's May 15, 2014 Hospital/Physician Advisory
    On May 2 and May 11, 2014, the first two cases of MERS were confirmed in the US. To date, there
have been no confirmed cases of MERS in the District. While there is no broad risk to the public, the DC
Department of Health (DOH) is taking the necessary steps to ensure the safety of the visitors and
residents of the District. As part of standard public health practices, the DOH, in coordination with local
and federal partners, has started enhanced surveillance. Additionally, DOH will continue to
communicate with and provide updated information to healthcare providers through advisories and
webinars. Read more in the DOH's complete advisory.  
  The Medical Society has met with Joxel Garcia, MD, the Director of the DC Department of Health, to
discuss the public health risk posed by the recent MERS cases. MSDC will advise members of DOH
webinars and further developments as they become available. For interim guidance, physicians may
also contact a DOH epidemiologist by phone at (202) 442-8141 or email DOH State Epidemiologist
John Davies-Cole, PhD MPH.  
   The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has developed a FAQ sheet on MERS with
valuable information including symptoms and interim guidance.  In addition, the George Washington
University Hospital has developed a draft algorithm for assessing patients for the potential of being ill
with MERS.

Physicians Targeted in IRS Tax Fraud
  Since reporting about an Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
tax scam affecting physicians nationwide, MSDC has
received numerous reports from physicians in the District
who have been impacted by this serious tax identity theft.  
Even if this has not happened to you, it may have
happened to a physician you know.  Physicians who file
paper returns or request an extension may have been
compromised without knowing. For this reason, the
Medical Society wants all physicians to be aware of the
increased risk of identity theft.  Please share this
information with your colleagues.  
  According to the reports, fraudulent income tax returns
have been filed using physician names, addresses and
Social Security numbers in what IRS officials believe to be
an attempt to steal the victim's tax refunds.The source of
the breach has not been identified and is currently under
investigation. The Medical Society is working with the US
Secret Service in its investigation of the breach.
Physicians who have been victimized are encouraged to
contact Pia Duryea at 202-466-1800 or
duryea@msdc.org.  Read more here. 
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What Does the ICD-10 Delay Mean To
Your Practice?   
   You've heard how important a successful
implementation of ICD-10 is to your practice and to your
revenue. Knowing its strengths and weaknesses
(compliance deficiencies, loss of revenue) can determine
how successful your practice does with this mandatory
change. CMS has stated that, barring further action by
Congress, ICD-10 will be implemented October 1, 2015.
But it is not too early to begin preparing your practice for
ICD-10.  Join this free webinar to learn more about ICD-
10, the new deadlines and critical next steps. 
Register Today!
   MSDC Corporate Partner MedChi Network Services will
be offering a free member webinar on May 20, 2014. The
live one-hour webinar will be offered twice on May 20; first
at 8:00 AM and again at 12:00 Noon. To register for the
8:00 AM webinar, click here and to register for the Noon
webinar, click here. 

Multiple FREE HIV/AIDS CME
Opportunities for MSDC Members 
   The District of Columbia requires physicians practicing in
the District to obtain 3 hours of HIV/AIDS CME credits
beginning with the 2014 renewal cycle. Additional
guidance on this requirement can be found in the Board of
Medicine's  Spring 2014 newsletter.  
   To help members meet the new requirement, the
Medical Society has partnered with various organizations
to offer members the free CME opportunities below.
Please contact MSDC with questions. 
Free CME Dinner on May 27     
   MSDC members are invited to a free CME program and
dinner titled, "Individualizing HIV Therapy: Considerations
for Simplified and Convenient Regimens." The dinner
program, taking place at Carmine's Restaurant, offers up
to 1.0 CME and the speaker is Helena A. Kwakwa, MD. To
attend, click here and using Event Code 23400330,
complete a registration profile. 
Member Webinar Provided by ProAssurance  
  MSDC members may register for a free, self-study
webinar being provided by MSDC, ELM Exchange and
ProAssurance. The
webinar covers HIV/AIDS
educational material and
the importance of patient
confidentiality and
coordination of care; it is designated for a maximum of
3 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™.   
    Please contact Pia Duryea at duryea@msdc.org for
information. 

Get Ready for Sunshine: Registration
Begins June 1   
   CMS will soon allow physicians and
teaching hospitals to review Sunshine
(Open Payments) disclosures from
industry about payments and other
transfers of value made to them during
the reporting period. Those wishing to review and
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potentially dispute disclosures must complete a two-phase
registration process to access their data. Phase 1 (begins
June 1) includes user registration in CMS' Enterprise
Portal. Phase 2 (begins in July) includes physician and
teaching hospital registration in the Open Payments
system, with 45 days to review and dispute data before its
public release. Visit the AMA Sunshine Act Web page to
learn more about financial interactions that must be
reported and access resources to help prepare for
reviewing data and challenging any false, inaccurate or
misleading reports. Additional information is also available
on the CMS website.

DC's Health Professional Loan
Repayment Program (HPLRP) Is Open

Deadline is May 30, 2014 
   DC's Health Professional
Loan Repayment Program
(HPLRP) provides loan
repayment (up to $61,952) to
eligible providers practicing
in underserved areas of the
District for at least two years. Applicants have until May 30,
2014 to submit their completed applications for the
program. The program will be issuing approximately four
to six, two-year awards, with the majority of awards to be
made to primary medical care practitioners (e.g. primary
care physicians, physician assistants, advanced practice
nurses, and nurses).
  Applicants can visit the program website for additional
guidelines, and application packages. For more
information, please see this bulletin or contact the loan
repayment program directly at HPLRP@dc.gov or 202-
442-9168.

MSDC News: Welcome New Members
and MSDC's 2014 Annual Meeting

Welcome to our Newest Members!
Active Member 
  Anoop Sangha, MD 
Resident and Fellow Members
  Hanuja  Agnihotram, MD
  Anita V. Cucchiaro, MD
  Erin Downs, MD
  Anil Kumar Jonnalagadda, MD
  Eun Joo Kim, MD
  Marie-Eve Laden, MD
  Johnny  Phuong Van Mai, MD
  Avantika Mishra, MD
  Aung S.  Myint, MD
  Mubarak Waheed Sayyar, MD
  Tendoh Timoh, MD

Save the Date: MSDC's Annual Meeting and
Reception Set for Wednesday, October 22, 2014
   The Medical Society of the District of Columbia will hold
its 2014 Annual Meeting and Reception on Wednesday,
October 22, 2014 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm at the Whittemore
House in Dupont Circle. The meeting includes the
installation of 2014-15 President John Larsen, MD, and
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the final address from outgoing President Laura Tosi, MD.
Registration will open in late Summer.
  
  The Medical Society would like to thank 2014 Meeting
Sponsors Physicians Committee for Responsible
Medicine and Johns Hopkins Healthcare for their
generous support.  

MSDC's DC Rx Card

MEMBER BENEFIT: FREE
HIV/AIDS CME WEBINAR    

   MSDC members may now register
for a free, online HIV/AIDS CME
course to help  meet the District's
new CME requirement. To register,
contact Pia Duryea at
duryea@msdc.org for information.

 The Medical Society will continue
developing FREE CME opportunities
to help District physicians meet the 3
CME HIV/AIDS requirement by
December 31, 2014.   

Help Your Patients Save Money   
   The Medical Society is pleased to offer MSDC's DCRx Card as  a member
benefit for you to share with your patients. Using this card, your patients receive
discounts of up to 75% off prescriptions, selected eye-wear, vitamins and other
products. The card is accepted in pharmacies in the District of Columbia,
Maryland and Virginia. Contact Pia Duryea to order sample cards. Read more  about the program here.
     

Physician Family Magazine Launching in June
   The inaugural edition of Physician Family will debut online in June. Physician Family is a publication
of the American Medical Association Alliance. It is the only publication with the
express purpose of serving medical families and will be available to every
physician¹s family with access to the Internet, not only members of the
sponsoring organization.   
   In addition to the online publication, Physician Family will feature a weekly blog
and other resources for medical families. For more information, visit the website
www.physicianfamilymedia.org or email the editor, Donna Rovito, at
DonnaBaverRovito@aol.com.

Last Chance to Take Part in Physician Survey 

$10,000 Travel Voucher and Other Prizes Available  
   The Physicians Foundation, a non-profit group of physician and medical society leaders, is
conducting its third national survey of America's physicians. The
Medical Society urges physicians to participate in this survey which
give physicians a voice. But don't delay, as the survey is closing soon. 
   Please participate in this survey to convey the the physician's
viewpoint.  All participants who include their email address will have the
full survey report emailed to them, and will be entered in a drawing for a
$10,000 travel voucher, a $2,000 Apple voucher, and multiple iPad Airs.  

Internet Explorer Bug Patched 
    The Internet Explorer vulnerability previously reported on has been eradicated.  Microsoft issued a
patch to all users (including those on XP) that fixes the Internet Explorer bug.  If your machines have
Windows updates enabled, your machine has been in the clear from that point on. To check that the
update has been applied to your workstation, follow these steps. The security update you are looking
for is KB2964358.

Upcoming Events

What Does the ICD-10 Delay Mean For Your Practice?
  Register Soon! 
  May 20, 2014     



  8:00 AM  and 12:00 Noon 
   You've heard how important a successful implementation of ICD-10 is to
your practice and to your revenue. Knowing its strengths and weaknesses
(compliance deficiencies, loss of revenue) can determine how successful
your practice does with this mandatory change. MSDC Corporate Partner
MedChi Network Services will be offering a free member webinar on May
20, 2014. The webinar covers ICD-10, the new deadlines and critical next steps.  The live one-hour
webinar will be offered twice, first at 8:00 AM and again at 12:00 Noon. Space is limited. To register for
the 8:00 AM webinar, click here and to register for the Noon webinar, click  here.   

MSDC Members Save 50%! Sign Up Now!
2014 Loss Prevention Seminars
Technically Speaking...When Medicine & Technology Collide
  Wednesday, June 11, 2014  (Washington, DC) 
  Tuesday, July 22, 2014 (Bethesda, MD)    
  Tuesday, September 6, 2014 (Washington, DC) 
  6:00 - 8:00 PM, Sign in and refreshments begin at 5:30 PM
  Washington, DC location: American College of Cardiology, 2400 N Street, NW, Washington, DC   
  Bethesda, MD location: Bethesda Marriott, 5151 Pooks Hill Road, Bethesda, MD
  From diagnosis, documentation and communication to decision support, public relations and more...
physicians are continually challenged to leverage new technologies in support of good medicine. This
seminar will use recent technology-related cases and claims to examine new areas of physician
exposure. To learn more or register, click here.  See a complete listing of dates and locations here. 

MSDC Members Get Two Tickets for the Price of One! 
2014 Flag Day Concert with the Medical Musical Group
June 14, 2014  
8:00 PM 
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall, 3001 North Beauregard St., Alexandria, VA  
  On the 200th anniversary of the writing of "The Star
Spangled Banner," Movie and Screen Actor Barry Bostwick
will host the 2014 National Flag Day Gala with Gretchen
Carlson of Fox News. It is taking place on Saturday, June
14 at 8:00 PM at the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall at
Northern Virginia Community College (NOVA), 3001 North
Beauregard St., Alexandria, VA.
   Award-winning Medical Musical Group (MMG), the
world's premier medical chorale and symphony orchestra,
performs this stellar concert. MMG is comprised of doctors,
nurses and other healthcare professionals and friends who
dedicate their concerts to veterans. It is directed by
"Medical Maestro" Victor Wahby, MD, who is a Fellow of the American College of Physicians.    
   MSDC members receive a special 2-for-1 rate on any ticket denomination. Enter the code "MSDC"
at checkout to apply discount. Click here to purchase tickets. 

2014 International Conference on Diabetes
  July 18-19, 2014  
  9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
  Grand Hyatt Washington, 1000 H Street NW, Washington, DC  
   Don't miss this groundbreaking conference on the causes of
diabetes, the critical role of nutrition, and priorities for research
while earning 12 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™.  The  International Conference on Diabetes, jointly
sponsored by The George Washington University and Physicians Committee, will feature more than 17
speakers in a live, two-day program in the heart of Washington, D.C.Learn more about the program and
take advantage of early-bird registration!

Medical Real Estate Listings 
Brought to you by MSDC Corporate Partner GZ Medical Realty. 

Contact  Pete Papantoniou for your real estate needs. 

PREMIER DOWNTOWN OFFICE SPACE     
   1145 Medical Office Building
   1145 19th Street NW, 
   Washington, DC  20036
  The building is within walking distance to hospitals and metro stations. Please contact Peter



Papantoniou  at 301-961-1941 or see online listing for more information.    

   
   2440 M Street, NW 
   Washington, DC 20037
  2440 M Street is a class A, 110,000 square foot
medical office building with a three-level parking
garage in northwest Washington, DC.  Contact
Peter Papantoniou at 301-961-1941 or see online
listing for more  information.


