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Health Alert - Ebola Virus
   The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has
issued a Level 3 travel warning due to the worsening Ebola
outbreak in West Africa. CDC and other US and state government
agencies are taking steps to respond to this rapidly changing
situation. CDC Director
Tom Frieden, M.D., issued
guidance on the Ebola
outbreak for healthcare
workers and CDC has
issued an Ebola response
update with additional
resources and guidance.
The DC Department of
Health has updated its
guidelines for the
evaluation and
management of patients presenting with symptoms and
epidemiological risk factors consistent with Ebola viral infection.  

Do You Support Marijuana Legalization? 
  The DC Board of Elections has approved a ballot initiative to
allow DC voters to decide on marijuana legalization in the
Nation's Capital in November.  MSDC wants to know what  you
think about the issue.  Please take this one-question survey. 

Physician License Renewal and CME
Requirements 

Physician License Renewal 
  Physician license renewal notices for the upcoming cycle will be
mailed out at the end of August through early September. The
renewal process for the upcoming renewal cycle will begin on
October 1, 2014. 

HIV/AIDS CME Opportunities
   As part of the upcoming renewal cycle, physicians practicing in
the District of Columbia are required to obtain 3 hours of
HIV/AIDS CME credits. To help members meet the new
requirement, the Medical Society has partnered with various
organizations to offer free, exclusive, member only CME
opportunities. 
   MSDC members may register for a free, self-study webinar
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being provided by MSDC, ELM
Exchange and ProAssurance.  Click
here for  information about the
webinar and how to register. 

Physician Tax Fraud Update   
   Earlier this year, the Medical Society of the District of Columbia
reported on a Federal income tax return fraud targeting
physicians. Not only has the scam already impacted at least 50
District area physicians, but MSDC continues to hear from
physicians who have been impacted by this scam. Reports
indicate that more than 1,000 physicians nationwide have been
victimized. 
   MSDC is continuing communications with local and federal
authorities on this issue. The U.S. Secret Service is actively
working this case and continuing to pursue leads, though the
source of the breach is still not clear. In addition, MSDC has
communicated with the District of Columbia Office of Tax &
Revenue. Ms. Antwyonette Hines is the criminal investigator
overseeing this case in the District. Physicians who believe they
are victims of this scam may contact Ms. Hines at the 202 442-
7123 or antwyonette.hines@dc.gov.     

MSDC News: 2014 Annual Meeting, Special
Awards and Leadership Elections

Registration Now Open for Annual Meeting
  The Medical Society of the District of Columbia will hold its 2014
Annual Meeting and Reception on
Wednesday, October 22, 2014 from
6:00 to 9:00 pm at the Whittemore
House in Dupont Circle. The
meeting will include the installation of 2014-15 President John
Larsen, M.D. and final address from outgoing President Laura
Tosi, M.D. Guest Speaker James Simon, M.D., will discuss
contemporary drug development. 
   To register for the meeting, call MSDC at 202-466-1800 or
submit this registration form.  

MSDC 2014 Special Awards
    Do you  know someone deserving of recognition by the
medical community? Then nominate them for one of the following
MSDC special awards. 
  * Certificate of Meritorious Service. Presented to a physician
in recognition of distinguished service to the medical profession. 
  * Dr. Charles H. Epps, III Community Service Award.
Presented to a physician for outstanding public service to the
community. 
  * Distinguished Service Award. Presented to a physician
member for outstanding service to your Medical Society of the
District of Columbia. 
  * John Benjamin Nichols Award. Presented to a lay person,
organization, or both, in recognition of outstanding contributions
toward improving the health of the community.
   Nominations are due September 22, 2014, and awards will be
presented at the October 22, 2014 Annual Meeting. Please
contact  Pia Duryea with questions. 

Leadership Election Ballots Will Be Emailed to Voting
Members This Month
  The Medical Society will be distributing electronic ballots for its
Annual Election to voting members at the end of August. If you
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are a voting member, you will receive an electronic ballot via
email. Members are encouraged to vote early so that the Medical
Society can reach a quorom. Voting members who have a
question about the elections or electronic balloting, may call the
Medical Society at 202-466-1800 or email Pia Duryea at
duryea@msdc.org. 

MSDC Member Benefit

Help Your Patients Save Money   
   The Medical Society is pleased to offer
MSDC's DCRx Card as  a member benefit
for you to share with your patients. Using
this card, your patients receive discounts of
up to 75% off prescriptions, selected eye-wear, vitamins and
other products. The card is accepted in pharmacies in the District
of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia. Contact Pia Duryea to order
sample cards. Read more  about the program here.      

Weigh In on the Open Physician Payments
System by August 18   
  Last week, in response to mounting physician frustration with
the Open Payments System registration process, MSDC, the AMA
and more than 100 medical societies signed
onto a letter that asked for a 6 month delay in
the public release of the Open Payments data.
This was soon followed by the discovery of
reporting errors that led Medicare to take the
Open Payments System offline. CMS has not yet specified a new
launch date.
   What do you think about the Open Payments System? 
Please take a short AMA advocacy survey by August 18 or email
your stories/anecdotes to OpenPayments@ama-assn.org.   

August is National Immunization Awareness
Monthust 

The CDC urges healthcare professionals to strongly recommend
the vaccines their patients need when they need them.

Clinicians are the most trusted source of vaccine
information for parents and adult patients.
A strong recommendation from a healthcare professional
is a strong predictor of whether or not parents decide to
vaccinate their child as well as whether or not adults
decide to get vaccinated.

To help physicians the CDC has online tools, such as: 

physician resources for conversations with your patients 
2014 Birth-18 Years & "Catch-up" Immunization
Schedules 

a downloadable app
2014 Adult Immunization Schedules

Don't Forget to Update the Novitas Mailing

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

MEMBER BENEFIT:
FREE HIV/AIDS CME
WEBINAR    

MSDC members may register
for a free, online HIV/AIDS
CME course to help  meet the
District's new 3 HIV/AIDS
CME requirement. Please
contact Pia Duryea with
questions 



Address
Physicians are reminded to change the Novitas mailing address in their records before August 26. Mail
received at the Camp Hill address will be returned and not forwarded to the Mechanicsburg address on
and after August 26. Sending claims and other correspondence to the wrong address will delay
processing of your request and may impact timeliness. The correct mailing addresses are located on
the Contact Us page of the Novitas website.

Upcoming Events

Health Information Exchange (HIE) Stakeholder Summit 
  September 10, 2014
  8:00 - 4:00 PM
  George Washington University's Marvin Center  
  The DC Department of Health Care Finance (DHCF) and the DC HIE
Policy Board invite you to attend and participate in the Health Information
Exchange (HIE) Stakeholder Summit. The Summit will take place
Wednesday, September 10 from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. at George
Washington University's Marvin Center.
    The Summit will bring together healthcare leaders representing a variety of organizations including
hospitals and health systems, health insurers, ambulatory health centers, government agencies and
patients. The Summit will be an opportunity to share ideas about what is working both locally and
nationally in HIE, and to launch a stakeholder process that will lead to development of a 3-5 year
roadmap for HIE in the District. Summit agenda topics will include:
    * Understanding HIE and Why it Matters
    * HIE in the District
    * HIE Governance and Financing Promising Practices 
    * Technology Approaches for DC HIE
Please visit the event page to register for this event: http://hie-stakeholder-summit.eventbrite.com.  
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TEDMED14: Get an inside look at future of health and medicine 
  September 10-12, 2014  
   Washington, DC  
   Physicians and doctors in training are invited to have an exclusive first-
hand look at what's driving health and medical progress today. TEDMED
2014, the annual health and medicine edition of the world-renowned TED Talks, is convening its first
dual-coast event for the physician community. As part of its relentless pursuit to improve the health of
the nation, the AMA this year joins TEDMED in seeding the innovations of today to make possible the
breakthroughs of tomorrow.   
   Act now! TEDMED always is a sold-out event, and this special opportunity is available only until Aug.
25. Register today to take advantage of a pre-approved TEDMED delegate status using group code
"CRAMA14" to bypass the formal application process. Upon payment of the TEDMED delegate
registration fee and verification of AMA membership, AMA members will receive a one-time code to
register their guests-who will have the same rights and privileges-at no additional charge.
  Experience TEDMED in person-special opportunity: The event will be held Sept. 10-12
simultaneously in Washington, D.C., and San Francisco. As a result of the AMA's support of TEDMED,
AMA members can attend this exclusive three-day event with a guest of their choice for the price of a
single attendee.
   Benefits include:

Networking in the TEDMED "Hive." Connect with the AMA and an exclusive community of
startups and entrepreneurs who are powering transformation and innovation toward a healthier
future.
Meals and onsite transportation.
Breakfast, lunch and snacks are included for you and your guest each day, along with a special
invitation to attend TEDMED's Evening Celebration Wednesday night.
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2014 Loss Prevention Seminars 
Technically Speaking... When Medicine & Technology Collide 
  September 16, 2014 (Washington, DC)     
  September 17, 2014  (Bethesda, MD)  
  6:00 - 8:00 PM, Refreshments begin at 5:30 PM



  Washington, DC location: American College of Cardiology, 2400 N Street, NW, Washington, DC   
  Bethesda, MD location: Bethesda Marriott, 5151 Pooks Hill Road, Bethesda, MD
  From diagnosis, documentation and communication to decision support, public relations and more...
physicians are continually challenged to leverage new technologies in support of good medicine. This
seminar will use recent technology-related cases and claims to examine new areas of physician
exposure. To learn more or register, click here.  See a complete listing of dates and locations here. 
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3 Hour HIV/AIDS CME Webinar
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  MSDC members may register for a free, self-study webinar being provided by MSDC, ELM Exchange
and ProAssurance. The webinar covers HIV/AIDS educational material and the importance of patient
confidentiality and coordination of care; it is designated for a maximum of 3 AMA PRA Category 1
Credit(s)™. The self-study webinar does not need to be completed in one sitting, but rather at a time
(times) and location(s) that are most convenient.      
   To register,  contact Pia Duryea.   

Medical Real Estate Listings 
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  1145 Medical Office Building
   1145 19th Street, NW 
   Washington, DC  20036
   The medical office building is within walking distance to hospitals and metro
stations. Please contact Peter Papantoniou at 301-961-1941 or see the online
listing for more information. 
   
 Premier Downtown Office Space
 2440 M Street, NW  
  Washington, DC 20037
  2440 M Street is a class A, 110,000 square foot medical office building in
northwest Washington, DC. Contact Peter Papantoniou at 301-961-1941 or see the
online listing for more  information.

Classified Ads 
Opening for Medical Director at United Planning Organization
   Position: Medical Director   
   Organization/ Department: United Planning Organization/Comprehensive Treatment Center   
   Description: Responsible for overseeing the medical activities of the United Planning Organization,
Comprehensive Treatment Center Opioid Treatment Program. Examines and evaluates the physical
condition of patients, formulates diagnosis, prescribes treatment and/or referral to other healthcare
professionals and determines an appropriate medication regimen.  Provides supervision to Nursing
Supervisor.  
   Minimum Qualification: Graduation from an accredited school of medicine with a degree of Doctor of
Medicine (MD). Considerable documented experience in responsible medical positions, including
some experience in the rehabilitation of drug addicts. Completion of an internship at an approved
hospital.   
   Read full placement, including directions on how to apply, here.  For further information, please call 
202-238-4627. 
 


