eNewsline
Register Today!
Come Celebrate Doctors Day with Your Colleagues!
For 78 years, March 30 has been recognized as "National Doctors Day"  a day to express our appreciation for
physicians and their contributions to the health and wellbeing of our society. In honor of this day, MSDC has partnered with
ProAssurance to host a celebration for physicians in the District.
Enjoy hors d'oeuvres, drinks and collegiality on the day dedicated to you and your accomplishments.
Wednesday, March 30, 2011
5:30 pm  8:30 pm
Medical Society of DC/ProAssurance Offices
1250 23rd Street NW, 2nd Floor
Washington, DC 20037
If you would like to attend, you need to RSVP by Monday, March 28. Simply email Ed Shanbacker at
shanbacker@msdc.org with your name and the names of any guests who will be attending with you.
The event has been graciously underwritten by a grant from ProAssurance and is free to attend for physicians and their
guests.
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Making the Rounds: MSDC Urges
Congress to Take a Positive Step in
Empowering Patients and Physicians
MSDC Urges the US Congress to Increase
Relevant Information Provided to Patients in
Health Care Advertising
MSDC, alongside many other state and national
medical societies, has shared our strong support for
H.R. 451, the "Healthcare Truth and Transparency
Act of 2011." The 'SullivanScott' bill is the first step towards providing patients with
the proper information regarding education, training and medical qualifications of
those providing health care services.
Confusion about the length of education and training for health care professions,
including physicians, nurses, assistants, technicians and other providers, can have a
negative effect on a patients health care. Providing the proper information to ensure
a fullyinformed patient will have an important impact on health care in the United
States, and is an important first step in empowering the patient to make the best
decision for their care in their particular situation.
To read a copy of H.R. 451, the "SullivanScott" bill, please click here.
To read a copy of the letter sent to the Representatives' offices, please click
here.

From UnitedHealthcare: UnitedHealth
Premium Designation Program Public
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Designation Display Will Occur June 1
There are several elements to the UnitedHealth Premium® physician designation
program which UnitedHealthcare wants to make everyone aware:

Display June 1. Designations will display on June 1, 2011 and not March
30, as previously indicated.

Updated information related to group affiliation. We urge physicians
to check their designation on our secure website because some designations
may have changed due to updated group affiliation information. Of course, we
will notify any physician if their affiliation status changed.

Extended reconsideration period to May 1. We have extended the
reconsideration period until May 1 to accommodate any physicians who may
have questions about their designation determination for display beginning June
1. Of course, as is our practice, physicians may submit a reconsideration
request at any time. However, if not received before May 1, the reconsideration
would impact changes already posted on our consumer sites. Please be
assured that UnitedHealthcare will review all requests in an expeditious manner.
Designation results and the full suite of assessment reports are available online. If
physicians have not done so already, we ask that they register for the new Premium
section of UnitedHealthcareOnline.com by following the instructions available on
UnitedHealthcareOnline.com > UnitedHealth Premium.
Resources: UnitedHealthcareOnline.com > UnitedHealth Premium
Email: UnitedHealthcareOnline.com > UnitedHealth Premium > Contact Premium
Phone: Tollfree, 8662705588

From CMS: HITECH Act Update Call
for Practicing Physicians
ELIGIBLE PROFESSIONALS
CALL: FRIDAY, APRIL 1
On Friday, April 1, from 1:30 
3:00 PM , the CMS Provider
Communications Group will host a
national provider education call for
eligible professionals (including
physicians) about registration for the Medicare Electronic Health Records (EHR)
Incentive Program, which will cover the following topics and have a question and
answer session.
Eligibility for Incentives
Switching between the Medicare and Medicaid Incentive Programs
Reassigning Payments
PreRegistration
Registration
Helpful Resources
In order to receive the callin information, you must register for the call. It is
important to note that if you are planning to sit in with a group, only one person
needs to register to receive the callin data. This registration is solely to reserve a
phone line, NOT to allow participation.
Registration will close at 1:30 p.m. ET on March 31, 2011, or when available
space has been filled. No exceptions will be made, so please be sure to register prior
to this time.
To register for the call participants need to:
Go to http://www.eventsvc.com/palmettogba/040111
Fill in all required data.
Verify that your time zone is displayed correctly in the drop down box.
Click "Register".
You will be taken to the "Thank you for registering" page and will receive a
confirmation email shortly thereafter. Please print and save this page, in the
event that your server blocks the confirmation emails. If you do not receive the
confirmation email, please check your spam/junk mail filter as it may have been
directed there. If assistance for hearing impaired services is needed the request must
be sent to medicare.ttt@palmettogba.com no later than 3 business days before
the event.
Prior to each call, presentation materials will be available in the Upcoming Events
section of the Spotlight Page on the CMS EHR website.

From athenahealth: Getting More from
SelfPay: 7 Tips for Improving
Payments
A New Webinar to Help Make Complex
Patient Collections Function More
Smoothly
Wednesday, March 23rd, 2011,
12:15 PM
Register Now!
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Handling selfpay issues within a medical practice has its challenges. In light of the
highly personal relationships health care providers have with their patients, handling
selfpays can be dicey. But many practices find the patient collections process to be
more successful and less timeconsuming with the help of electronic patient
communications and collections tools and services. When properly designed and
integrated into a practice's daily workflow, these tools and services relieve staff of
much of the selfpay workload and make the process more efficient and effective.
In this Webinar we will provide the guidance your practice needs to streamline this
process by sharing:
What your practice should do from previsit to followup
What your vendor should do from providing a patient web portal to ensuring
statement posting
The 7 practical tips for establishing and maintaining a successful patient
collections process that will not overtax your staff·
To understand what your practice can doand how we can help youplease join
athenahealth Wednesday, March 23rd at 12:15 for a live Webinar.
Register Now!

MSDC in the Community: NIDA's
Addiction Performance Project
NIDA Hosts the Addiction Performance Project
The National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) presents
an innovative CME program, Addiction Performance
Project, which offers healthcare providers the opportunity to
help break down the stigma associated with addiction and
promote a healthy dialogue that fosters compassion,
cooperation, and understanding for patients living with this
disease. This project is part of NIDAMED, NIDA's outreach
to practicing physicians, physicians in training, and other health professionals.
The American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) will be hosting an event at its
annual conference on Saturday, April 16, 2011, at 6:30pm in Washington, DC.
Addiction Performance Project is free of charge and open to physicians, medical
school faculty members, residents, other healthcare providers, and guests. For more
information and to register, please visit www.drugabuse.gov/nidamed/APP.
This activity is jointly sponsored by the Massachusetts Medical Society and the
National Institute on Drug Abuse. This activity has been approved for AMA PRA
Category 1 Credit™

ENACCT and the Cancer Support
Community (CSC) Host Free CME
Course on Clinical Trials

1250 23rd Street, NW
Suite 270
Washington, DC 20037
(202) 4661800 (phone)
(202) 4521542 (fax)
info@msdc.org
www.msdc.org

Many primary care physicians are not
aware of these facts. Very few discuss or
refer their patients to clinical trials. It is critical
that all types of communitybased physicians
many of whom see patients before or after a
cancer diagnosis has been madeare well
informed about cancer clinical trials so that
they can better refer patients to cancer care
locations that offer clinical trials among its
treatment options.
To better address this need, the
Education Network to Advance Cancer
Clinical Trials, in partnership with the Cancer
Support Community, offers a free 1hour online training course for primary care
providers, called "Why Cancer Clinical Trials Are Important for My Practice," where
physicians can learn more about clinical trials and use this information when speaking
to patients about cancer treatment options. Offering free CME/CEU for physicians,
this training discusses effective and practical ways to maximize patients' treatment
options through appropriate referral and inform patients of clinical trials as an
important treatment option in their cancer care.
The course is available online 24/7, so you can register and complete the course
at any time. A promotional flyer about this course is available here. For additional
course information and free registration, please visit: http://www.enacct.org/our
programs/openoptions
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The Medical Society of DC
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Contact the MSDC
Office

Office Space for Rent located at 4910 Mass. Ave, NW suite 217 Washington, DC
20016. Furnished, up to 1,000 sq ft. If interested, please contact
pediatricvillage@verizon.net
WANTED: Internist licensed in DC. Needed immediately for dynamic, growing
medical practice, in NW DC. Women's Health a plus. Full time/Pt, Flex hours. Salary
competitive. Contact Roxanne Semple@ (202) 8770532, email CV, queries to
drcjoffice@gmail.comcdugan@mfa.gwu.edu.
WASHINGTON, DC INTERNISTS  Premier universityaffiliated multispecialty
practice group seeks fulltime BC/BE internists for superb opportunity in new
outpatient only practice. Ideal downtown location with established EMR with home
access, full hospitalist service, paid malpractice, competitive salary and benefits.
Position includes clinical academic appointment. DC license required. Not a J1/H1B
visa opportunity. Email CV to: cdugan@mfa.gwu.edu.
Free PCRM Nutrition Resources: As a physician, you have the unique ability to
promote health through plantbased diets to your patients. The Physicians
Committee for Responsible Medicine is offering MSDC members free materials for
office and exam rooms. Visit www.PCRM.org/NutritionOutreach to order your
complimentary posters and Vegetarian Starter Kits.
Share spacious medical office space with GYN physician in
Greenbelt/Laurel/Bowie area. Designed for two physicians, the space is located in a
high rise office building with more than 2,800 square feet. Space is tastefully
furnished with a large waiting area, 4 exam rooms, 2 doctors consultation offices,
business office area and staff break area/kitchen. Abundant free parking, metro
accessible, close to 495 and BWI parkway. Hours and usage negotiable. Please
contact Julie @ 3014745400

