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20% DC Medicaid Physician Payment

Patient Empowerment Act

MSD Continues to fight the

"Clawback” of 20% of Medicaid M D

2011

In a transmittal dated February 2,

2012, the Department of Health Care MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE
implement a 20% rate reduction DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
effective March 1, 2012. All Medicaid claims submitted on or after that date are
being processed with a Medicaid fee schedule paying 80% of the Medicare rate.
2010. The Medicaid payment reduction contained in that budget was strongly
opposed by the Medical Society at the time, citing its effect of placing our City's most
vulnerable citizens at greater risk of losing access to much-needed medical care.
physician payment recovery program affecting all physicians who have accepted
Medicaid payments from January 1, 2011 through February 29, 2012. This
"Medicaid Clawback" program requires physicians to refund the DC Medicaid
terrible threat to Medicaid's relationship with District physicians that puts DC patients'
access to health care in jeopardy.

While the DC Council approved the Medicaid rate change, it did not approve this
recoupment program, they would be in violation of current District law addressing
health insurance plans. Currently, MSDC is exploring legal options to prevent the
implementation of the Medicaid Clawback program, but continues to work with the
have been in constant communication with several coalition partners, including the
AMA, DCHA, GW MFA and MedStar Health, to engage the proper regulatory and
legislative authorities in an effort to stop the clawback effort and avoid the negative

Clawback; Pushing for Medicare

Payments Made to Physicians in

Finance announced its intent to | e i T T

This is consistent with the FY 2011 Budget Act passed by the Council in spring of
However, the DC Department of Health Care Finance also plans to implement a

program 20% of all payments received during that time frame, and represents a

Medicaid Clawback program. If a private health insurance plan attempted such a

Department of Health Care Finance and CMS to address the issue. Additionally, we

consequences that would occur for the District's Medicaid patients.

For a copy of the February 2nd transmittal, click here.

Continuing to push for the Medicare Patient Empowerment Act

The AMA and MSDC continue to educate members of Congress about HR 1700,
"The Medicare Patient Empowerment Act." This bill is based largely on policy
supported by MSDC at the AMA House of Delegates meeting in 2010, and allows
Medicare patients and their physicians to enter into private contracts without
penalty to either party.

The AMA is launching a grassroots initiative to generate public support for
Congressional passage of H.R. 1700 and S. 1042, the Medicare Patient
Empowerment Act, introduced by Rep. Tom Price (R-GA) and Sen. Lisa Murkowski
(R-AK), respectively.



http://newsroom.dc.gov/show.aspx?agency=dhcf&section=43&release=22994&year=2012&file=file.aspx%2frelease%2f22994%2fTransmittal%252012-04.pdf
http://www.nhmamd.org/events/annual-conference
http://www.msdc.org/
http://www.ampaconline.org/political-education/
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The AMA has developed a range of resource material to support this work,
including:

« An educational slide deck, with script, for physician audiences that can be
personalized by the presenter.

« A physician-focused Frequently Asked Questions document.

« An educational slide deck, with script, for patient audiences that can be

personalized by the presenter.

A patient-focused Frequently Asked Questions document.

A short educational video for patients.

A downloadable patient flyer for physician offices.

A web-based petition for patients and physicians, which provides access to

educational material and enables patients to send email directly to their

legislators. This can be accessed through a dedicated micro site at

www.MyMedicare-MyChoice.org.

The resource material is available through the AMA web site at www.ama-
assn.org/go/privatecontracting.

From CMS: Upgrade to HIPAA v. 5010
Deadline Extended to June 30

ICD-10: It's Closer Than It Seems

- Steps to Take to Refine your
CENTERS for MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES

Version 5010 Upgrade

The V. 5010 upgrade deadline
has been extended through
Saturday, June 30. You should
begin finalizing your upgrade to V.
5010 if you have not yet done so.
Once you have finished your upgrade to Version 5010, you'll need to ensure your
system continues to run properly. Providers should look for the following indicators
to make sure there are no problems with their system upgrade:

« An Increase in Rejections or Denials of Claims - An increase in rejections or
denials of claims may be an indication that there is not sufficient or correct
data provided to meet Version 5010 standards. Partners, such as payers,
also have a part in correcting this issue, since forwarding, converting, or
formatting data can result in rejections or denials. Monitor your claims
closely to determine the reasons for rejection or denial of claims and
coordinate with payers to ensure that data is properly processed to avoid
claim delays.

« Issues with Non-Electronic Funds Transfer (non-EFT) Payments - Version
5010 includes changes to claims formatting, including a full nine-digit zipcode
and inclusion of provider biling address. Submitting claims with only a five-
digit zipcode will result in rejection. If your practice has not submitted the
correct billing or mailing address as part of your Version 5010 claim, your
non-EFT payments or Explanation of Benefits (EOBs) information may be
mailed to the wrong physical location. Make sure to coordinate with your
payers to verify how they use enroliment information and process claims
data, as this will also be affected by the mailing address on file. Being
diligent in tracking your claims and remittances (EOBs) will help identify and
address any issues that may arise.

« Formatting Discrepancies with Partners - Your trading partners should also
have upgraded to Version 5010; however, your organization may interpret
the new standards differently than your external partners, which can result
in rejected claims. You should coordinate with your payers and/or
clearinghouse to determine any gaps or discrepancies in claims
submissions. You and your partners should monitor claims that are
automatically transferred between payers and address new response
formats or data as claims are processed.

Make sure to take a look at the Version 5010 website to find helpful factsheets
on the upgrade to Version 5010 and previous listserv messages discussing the
Version 5010 upgrade.

Keep Up to Date on Version 5010 and ICD-10. Please visit the ICD-10 website
for the latest news and resources to help you prepare, and to download and share
the implementation widget today!

Health Care Technology Webinar
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The Medical Society of DC

Series: EHR and Social Media

MSDC and EHR & Practice Management
Consultants, Inc.(www.ehrpmc.com) are
sponsoring informative sessions that address the
challenges in selecting, contract negotiation,
avoiding data breach and implementing a successful
EHR to reach meaningful use. Additional Topics will
include the use of social media and website design.

March 28 Webinar
How to Avoid An EHR Data Breach with a Detailed Privacy & Security Risk
Assessment & Mitigation Plan

April 11 Webinar
Social Media & Website Design to Increase Revenue, Thought Leadership and

Develop Relationships Among Existing & Future Patients

Location: Web Meeting via Go To Meeting
Time: 12pm - 1pm EST

Speaker: Vanessa Bisceglie MBA, B.S.
RSVP: Contact Chris Lee at lee@msdc.org by 4:30pm tomorrow.

AMA Updates: IPAB Repeal;
Electronic Funds Transfers
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Early this afternoon, the U.S. House of
Representatives passed H.R. 5, the "Preserving
Access to Healthcare Act" by a vote of to 223 to
181. This legislation combines two AMA-
supported bills: the "Medicare Decisions
Accountability Act" (H.R. 452), and the "Help
Efficient, Accessible, Low-cost, Timely Healthcare (HEALTH) Act" (also H.R. 5).
Seven Democrats voted yes while 10 Republicans voted no and 4 Republicans voted
present.

H.R. 452, originally introduced by Rep. Phil Roe, MD (R-Tenn.), would repeal the
Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB). This legislation was combined in the
Rules Committee with the HEALTH Act, which provided savings that are more than
sufficient to offset the estimated $3.1 billion cost of repealing the IPAB. The HEALTH
Act, originally introduced by Rep. Phil Gingrey, MD (R-Ga.), contains a wide range of
AMA-supported medical liability reforms, including a $250,000 cap on noneconomic
damages. The version of the HEALTH Act that was included in the combined bill did
not include provisions that would permit the introduction of evidence of income from
collateral sources at trial, reflecting modifications made by the House Judiciary
Committee.

H.R. 5 is not likely to be considered by the Senate in its current form.

During the debate, several additional amendments of interest to physicians were
also approved:

An amendment offered by Rep. Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.), which would restore the
application of antitrust laws to the business of health insurance by amending the
McCarran-Ferguson Act, was accepted by voice vote.

Rep. Charlie Dent (R-Penn.) offered an amendment that would address the
crisis in access to emergency care by extending liability coverage to on-call and
emergency room physicians under the Federal Tort Claims Act, which was accepted
by voice vote.

An amendment offered by Reps. Cliff Stearns (R-Fla.) and Jim Matheson (D-
Utah) would grant limited civil liability protection to health professionals that volunteer
at federally declared disaster sites, and was accepted by a vote of 251 to 157.

AMA offers physician practices updated EFT resource

The key to matching the electronic funds transfer (EFT) payment with the
electronic remittance advice (ERA) is the TRN-Reassociation Trace Number (TRN)
that is passed from the payer to the payer's bank and to the practice's bank and to
the practice. The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA)
Transaction and Code Set regulation requires the payer to place the same TRN in
both the ERA and in the associated HIPAA-mandated EFT format (ACH CCD+
Addenda Record) that it forwards to the bank. The NACHA Operating Rules then
require that the bank provide the TRN to the practice, when requested. The practice



http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000110916652#%21/pages/Washington-DC/Medical-Society-of-the-District-of-Columbia/134996966518343
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and its bank should discuss the best way to deliver the addenda record information.

When choosing to participate in EFT, a physician practice should advise its bank
where to send the ACH CCD+ Addenda record information that includes the TRN
key and discuss options for delivering the addenda record informationand any
associated fees. Those considering transitioning from paper explanation of benefits
(EOB) to accepting ERAs, and/or from accepting checks to accepting EFTs, should
access the AMA's Electronic Remittance Advice Toolkit or AMA's Electronic
Funds Transfer Toolkit, which includes the "ACH Primer for Healthcare: A
Guide to Understanding EFT Payment Processing" developed by NACHA -
The Electronic Payments Association. The EFT toolkit also includes a recently
updated resource, "Questions to ask a bank before signing an EFT

agreement."

Howard University Hospital launches
the "Learning and Action Network™
with the Delmarva Foundation of DC

Hear what doctors have to say about:

« Cardiac Health in the District of Columbia

« Technology's role in Preventive Care
Services

¢ Quality Improvement and Engagement of
Patient and families

Date: April 20, 2012
Time: 9:00 am-12:30 pm
Location: Howard University Hospital

Featured Speaker:
Janet S. Wright, MD, FACC,
Executive Director, Million Hearts

Guest Speakers:
Bryan H. Curry, MD, Assistant Director, Echocardiography Lab and Nuclear

Cardiology, Howard University Hospital
Debra White-Coleman, MD, Interim Chief, Division of General Internal Medicine
and Director of Continuing Medical Education, Howard University Hospital

To register, contact: Caron Craig at IHPC@Dfmc.org or 888-301-7894

Atlantic Health Partners Can Help
Your Practice with the 2012-2013 Flu
Season

Atlantic Health Partners offers MSDC
members the overall best purchasing terms for
Sanofi's Fluzone, Merck's Afluria, and
MedImmune's Flumist. As the leading vaccine
buying group in the country, Atlantic can assist
your practice with reserving flu doses for the upcoming flu season, including Sanofi's
High-Dose and Intradermal Fluzone.

Furthermore, Atlantic provides our members with the lowest costs for the
complete spectrum of Sanofi and Merck vaccines. Thousands of physicians
nationwide have seen how Atlantic can improve the financial and operational practice
performance of providing immunizations to your patients.

In addition Atlantic offers a unique program that enables physicians to provide
vaccines like Zostavax to Medicare Part D patients with fair and timely
reimbursement.

We encourage you to contact Atlantic to determine how their program can be of
benefit to your practice. You can reach Jeff or Cindy at 1-800-741-2044 or at
info@atlantichealthpartners.com

Early Voting for DC Primaries



http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/physician-resources/practice-management-center/knowledge-center/practice-management-toolkits/electronic-transactions-toolkit/eft-toolkit.page
http://www.msdc.org/
http://www.ama-assn.org/resources/doc/psa/eft-questions-bank.pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/physician-resources/practice-management-center/knowledge-center/practice-management-toolkits/electronic-transactions-toolkit/remittance-advice.page?
http://healthcare.nacha.org/wp-content/uploads/ACH-Primer-4th-Revision.pdf
mailto:info@msdc.org
http://info@atlantichealthpartners.com/
mailto:IHPC@Dfmc.org

Currently Underway

Early voting in DC is currently underway and
continues through March 31. You can vote at
any of the satellite locations, regardless of
where you live.

Remember, for the first time this year the
primary is on April 3. Additionally, DCPS is on
spring break on April 3 so many families may
not realize they are out of town. If you plan to
be out of town your can vote early at any of
these locations or request an absentee ballot.

Early Voting Locations and Times:
Today - March 31, 2012

One Judiciary Square
441 4th Street NW 8:30 AM-7:00 PM

Columbia Heights Community Center
1480 Girard Street, NW

Chevy Chase Community Center
5601 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Takoma Community Center
300 Van Buren Street, NW

Turkey Thicket Recreation Center
1100 Michigan Avenue, NE

King Greenleaf Recreation Center
201 N Street, SW

Dorothy Height/Benning Library
3935 Benning Rd. NE

Southeast Tennis and Learning Center
701 Mississippi Avenue, SE

Howard University Hospital is hosting
the 15th Annual Spirituality and
Medicine Seminar Series

Howard University Hospital is sponsoring their 15th Annual Spirituality and
Medicine Seminar Series. All seminar activities will take place at the Grand Hyatt
Washington, 1000 H Street, N.W., April 12 - 14, 2012. This year we anticipate 100 -
200 attendees from throughout the U.S. and internationally. The scientific session
begins on Thursday, April 12, 7:30 am to 3:30 pm, and resumes Friday, April 13,
8:30 am to 11:30 am. The Ecumenical Worship Service at 6:00 pm on Thursday,
April 12, is free and open to the public. Additionally, we anticipate more than 1,300
attendees at the Reception and Recognition Banquet on Friday, April 13th. We close
with a Prayer Brunch at 10:00 am on Saturday, April 14th.

The Spirituality and Medicine Seminar Series is a unique forum and is currently
Howard University Hospital's largest event of the year. It brings together laypersons,
students and professionals from the medical field and religious arena to collaborate
and learn how to integrate spirituality and medicine in an effort to meet the total care
needs of our patients, while aiding in their overall healing process.

Please feel free to share this information with your colleagues, friends and family.
Physicians, clergy, nurses and social workers can earn up to 7.2 CME/CEU credits.
Contact Cynthia Livingston at (202) 865-4238 or CLivingston@huhosp.orq for
additional information. We look forward to seeing you there.

To view the brochure, click here.
To register online, click here.

Classified Ads
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Are you ready to get away from it all?

The Medical Society and Alliance Foundation (MSAF) owns a timeshare, available at
The Historic Powhatan Resort, Williamsburg, VA. From April 22 to April 29, a three
story townhouse with 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms is waiting for you, family and
friends. Managed by Diamond Resorts International, on-site amenities include
outdoor and heated indoor swimming pools, fithess center, cycling/bike rental,
fishing, tennis, racquetball, putting green/mini golf, game room, playground,
restaurants, and concierge services. Housekeeping services are available. Explore
nearby attractions such as Historic Williamsburg, Jamestown, Busch Gardens, golf,
spas, antique stores, and outlet shopping. This relaxing vacation can be yours for
$1200, less than $200 per day! For more information, please contact Rose Smith
at (202) 466-1800.

Dynamic, growing medical practice looking for medical staff. Positions to be
filled include an Internist, a Physician's Assistant, and Nurse Practitioners. For more
information, click here.

Two physicians are looking to sub-lease a fully-furnished, 5-exam room
office with two conference rooms in downtown McLean, Va. The perfect
location for a physician with an independent practice or a physician who needs
additional space. The office is available Monday thru Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. All
overhead including personnel, if needed, will be prorated based on office usage.
Please email:mcleanobgyn@hotmail.com.

New Psychiatric Practice for Adults & Children

Conveniently located on the red line in Friendship Heights, the office of Enrico
Suardi, MD is now open for psychiatric services. Dr. Suardi is board-certified and
trained in adult, child & adolescent, and forensic psychiatry.

5028 Wisconsin Avenue NW Suite 400-15

(202) 615-9663

www.drsuardi.com

SUBLEASE--PRIVATE OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE WITHIN PHYSICIAN'S
OFFICE. LUXURY OFFICE BUILDING NEAR DUPONT CIRCLE

This space is a dream come true for a professional who needs an office in a
convenient downtown location, the tenant will work in a secure building and there
are many benefits included with the rent. The office is decorated and furnished, with
internet and telephone service. There is a private lavatory in the office suite as well
as a kitchen. Parking available in the building. Contact: Office Manager at
mmacinnis@jamesasimonmd.com

Women's Healthcare Practice is looking for a part-time ISCD, ACR or NOCA
certified DXA bone densitometry technician. Convenient to Dupont Circle and

Metro. Pay commensurate with experience; travel stipend available. Experience with
the GE Lunar Prodigy is a benefit. Please send your resume and cover letter
indicating your availability.

Contact: Office Manager at mmacinnis@jamesasimonmd.com

Dr. Neal Barnard, an adjunct associate professor of medicine at GWU and
president of PCRM. is planning a pilot study on diet and migraine, and is looking for
a Washington-area neurologist to consult on study design and interpretation of
results. The research team will also value help in recruiting, eg, through notices to
patients. Please call 202-527-7331 or email smishra@pcrm.org

Needed immediately for a dynamic, growing Internal Medicine/Women Health
medical practice in NW DC. Women Health and a Nutrition background
important. Must be knowledgeable of current clinical guidelines of care of Women,
Diabetics, Hypertension and Cardiovascular, Obese patients. Full time/Part time/Flex
hours. Salary competitive. Please Email CV/Resumes to drcjoffice@gmail.com.
Contact Roxanne Semple @ (202) 877-0532 for queries and further information.

NW Medical Office space for lease. 1500-2000 sq ft. units available. Class A.
Bldg which includes a 4 story elevator, fully equipped and furnished. Full

service (receptionist and billing) located 1 block from Geo. Washington Univ.
Hospital.

Address: 1011 New Hampshire Ave. N.W.; Washington, D.C. 20037

Phone: 202 465 0240

Fax: 202 955 5541

WASHINGTON, DC INTERNISTS - Premier university-affiliated multispecialty
practice group seeks full-time BC/BE internists for superb opportunity in new
outpatient only practice. Ideal downtown location with established EMR with home
access, full hospitalist service, paid malpractice, competitive salary and benefits.
Position includes clinical academic appointment. DC license required. Not a J-1/H-

1B visa opportunity. Email CV to: cdugan@mfa.gwu.edu.
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