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FROM THE PRESIDENT

2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

This has been an interesting construction season. Some
of our members experienced a flurry of activity early
in the season, followed by a lull in the action and then
back to super-busy in the last few months. And once we
got real busy again it started to rain! Others have seen
larger general contractors bidding on work that in other
seasons they wouldn’t have bothered with, adding stress
to an already odd construction period. If you were one
of the lucky ones to be busy from start to finish this year,
congratulations!
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MUCA has been very busy on your behalf this year, too. Our focus has been
on lobbying for funding both in St. Paul and in D.C., with successes and
challenges experienced in both locations. Following up on our Contractor
Survey on Utility Hits in March, we have been working to amend the MS216D
law regarding one call service, locating, and reimbursement for downtime in
situations where the contractor is not at fault. We seek to add protections and
recourse for contractors, especially when experiencing challenges in the field
like no locates, locates that were not at all close and abandoned lines.
This edition of the Underground Press magazine showcases MUCA’s
signature event, the Day of the Dozers. MUCA is honored to be the managing
partner. Under our leadership this event has grown significantly in the past
four years, and we’ve raised over $135,000 for Children’s Minnesota. Every
MUCA Member should be proud to be a part of this organization!
This industry certainly has its challenges, and constant change is a part of
what keeps it interesting. MUCA’s efforts on your behalf help you meet these
challenges, stay updated on changes and able to focus on your business
success.
I have been honored to serve your association as its President. I encourage
you to stay connected to your customers and fellow MUCA Members
throughout the year and I look forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting
on November 16 at Mystic Lake. As the only organization focused on
the underground utility construction industry, MUCA is proud to offer our
members many services and benefits. As always, feel free to contact me if I
can be of further assistance.
Sincerely,

Minnesota Utility Contractors Association
1000 Westgate Drive, Suite 252
St. Paul, MN 55114
Stephanie Menning,
Executive Director		
stephaniem@muca.org
Government Relations:
Troy Olsen,
Ewald Consulting
troyo@ewald.com

Mark Magney
Magney Construction
Chanhassen, MN

Communication Specialist:
Jillian Blanc
Ewald Consulting
jillianb@ewald.com

Questions:
Call (651) 735-3908
Visit www.muca.org
for more information
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ON THE COVER

Day of the Dozers
crushed its $40K
goal raising money
for Children’s
Minnesota.

MUCA BELIEVES...
Our Mission

To promote the underground utility industry by providing
safety training, continuing education, scholarships and
legislative relations.

Our Vision

To be the best Association Value for our members.

Our Guiding Principles

CONTENTS

Safety, An Educated Workforce, A Unified Voice.

From the President................................................................................3

Our Values

Your Association Staff............................................................................6

Honest Communications, Transparent Leadership,
Authentic Engagement.

Family Day at The Saints......................................................................8

CONNECT AND ENGAGE

2017 MUCA Scholarship Winners.........................................................9

November 16, 2017

Jeff Hanson Memorial Last Ditch Open: 37th Edition..........................10
MUCA’s Clay Shoot Classic................................................................16
Day of the Dozers ...............................................................................18
Educational Programs.........................................................................22
MS216D Update..................................................................................27
Project Build Minnesota.......................................................................30
Site Visits

• Designing Earth Contracting........................................................32
• Elcor Construction .......................................................................36
• Minger Construction.....................................................................38
Member Application.............................................................................34

MUCA Annual Meeting, Vendor Fair & Silent Auction

January 31, 2018

The Five Minute Foreman Leader Workshop

February 27, 2018

Diversity & Inclusion Success in Construction

March 2018

Day at the Capitol – Visit Your Legislators

April 2018

MUCA’s 40th Anniversary Celebration

May 26, 2018

Undie 500 Charity Ride

June 21, 2018

38th Anniversary Jeff Hanson Memorial Last Ditch Open

August 2018

MUCA Family Picnic Day at the St. Paul Saints

LET’S GET SOCIAL!
Join MUCA’s LinkedIn Group
www.linkedin.com/groups

Search “Minnesota Utility Contractors” and simply click to join.
Topics include legislative issues, construction industry news, calls to action,
MUCA event updates, and member recognition. Share an article, pose a
question, and increase your online network by joining MUCA’s LinkedIn Group.
Stay informed, join the discussion, and add your perspective!
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September 29, 2018

Day of the Dozer Benefit for Children’s Minnesota

October 5, 2018

7th Annual Clay Shoot Classic Tournament

November 15, 2018

MUCA Annual Meeting, Vendor Fair, and Silent Auction
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MUCA is served by Ewald Consulting, a professional association management firm. The team at Ewald Consulting can
answer many of the questions you have.

Stephanie Menning			
Executive Director
P: (651) 288-3422 | E: stephaniem@muca.org
Membership/Site Visit Requests/Committee or
Board Service

Barb Mann
Member Services
P: (651) 290-6284 | E: barbm@ewald.com
Website Logins/Passwords/Directory
Updates/Information Requests

Ashley Crunstedt
Events/Meeting Planning
P: (651) 203-7248 | E: ashleyc@ewald.com
Meetings/Events/Sponsorships/Golf/Clay 		
Shoot/Day of the Dozers

Jillian Blanc
Communications Specialist
P: (651) 290-6260 | E: jillianb@ewald.com
Website/Bi-Weekly Update/Underground
Press

Rachel Dicks
Professional Development
P: (651) 290-6297 | E: racheld@ewald.com
Pipelayer or Erosion Control Cards/
Training Course Registration

Whitney Murray
Membership Specialist
P: (651) 379-7293 | E: whitneym@ewald.com
Membership Questions/Inquiries

Amanda Ewald
Finance & Accounting
P: (651) 290-7476 | E: amandae@ewald.com
Accounts Receivable/
Accounts Payable

Troy Olsen
Government Relations Consultant
P: (651) 388-3424 | E: troyo@ewald.com
MUCA Lobbyist
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AMERICAN Zinc:
A SMaRT Product for Smart Cities

Fall 2017 | 7

Family Day at The Saints
We had 100 family and friends join us on a perfect Sunday
for a picnic and some very entertaining baseball. Each year
the Saints organization finds a creative name for the pig that
delivers the baseball to the pitcher’s mound. To mark its 25th
Year, the Saints picked the topical name of “Alternative Fats.”
The Saints faced the Cleburne Railroaders from Texas. The
Saints won 8-5 over the Railroaders thanks to utilizing 3
long balls, including a solo home run in the third, and a 3-run
homer in a 5-run sixth inning. For the third straight season,
the St. Paul Saints were awarded the American Association
Organization of the Year. This includes attendance, neverbefore-seen promotions and memorable events. Thanks to
everyone who came out to make it another memorable MUCA
event, too!

Adding to the fun is a visit from Mudonna, the Saints mascot below
(hint: look top for the giant pink pig head by the Delta sign).

Full event photo galleries are available at www.muca.org
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2017 MUCA Scholarship Winners
CONGRATULATIONS!

ASHLEY SCHMITT

ANDREW PETERSON
Son of Maureen and John
Peterson

Daughter of Angela and
David Wegner

KS ENERGY

MICHELS CORPORATION

NODLAND
CONSTRUCTION

Daughter of Victoria and
Dennis Schmitt

MARIAH WEGNER

The Minnesota Utility Contractors Association is proud to announce the winners of the 2017 MUCA Scholarship Program. To be eligible,
a student must have a parent employed by a MUCA Member Company. The student must be completing their senior year in high school
and set to enter their first year of post high school education in the fall. The applications were reviewed and selected by the Scholarship Committee.

Verti-Crete Security Walls
Verti-Crete Block Retaining Walls
Electrical Vaults
Storm Water Vaults
Meter Vaults
Box Culverts
Grease Interceptors
Sand Traps
Waste Water Tanks
Safety Barriers
Modular Buildings
Tornado Shelters

Precast, Inc.

www.crestprecastconcrete.com - (507) 895-2342
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Jeff Hanson Memorial
Last Ditch Open
Precipitation Edition
“I’d keep playing. I don’t think the heavy stuff’s coming down for
quite a while.” A Caddyshack quote aside, the 37th Anniversary
of the Jeff Hanson Memorial Last Ditch Open was marked by
intermittent gentle rain for all 288 Golfers (sold out!) and 27
sponsors.
True to form, MUCA Members and industry friends were
well prepared with the proper attire to stay dry and
have fun. In addition, having a course laden with
delicious eats, refreshing beverages and sponsor giveaways adds to the experience and
detracts from any weather issues.
The tradition continues at the Jeff
Hanson Memorial Last Ditch
Open, as the sponsors stepped up
to provide a fantastic buffet of food. It
is this aspect of the event that separates
MUCA’s golf outing from all others. It’s also
a great way to “serve” customers and the tents
came in handy as a brief respite from the rain.
We sincerely appreciate the continued support of our
Associate members!
The last time MUCA’s golf outing was sold out was 2004. It was
good to see everyone who braved the weather, knowing they
were bound to be a little damp by day’s end. Thank you!
Thanks to the MUCA Events Committee, our fantastic Sponsors
and all 288 golfers making this Last Ditch Open another
memorable one!
10 | MUCA Underground Press
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Jeff Hanson Memorial Last Ditch Open
Precipitation Edition
Thank you, Hospitality Sponsors:

Thank you, Door Prize Donors:

Bloody Mary Bar: Raveling Companies
Driving Range: Prinsco
Cart: The Builders Group
Reception: Rice Lake Construction Group
Beverage Cart: Magney Construction
Program: Hancock Concrete Products
Golfer Gift: Larkin Hoffman Attorneys

All Rental Inc.
Cobb Strecker Dunphy & Zimmerman
County Materials Corp		
EJ
Ess Brothers & Sons, Inc.
Hancock Concrete
Magney Construction, Inc.
Michels Corporation
Northern Dewatering, Inc.
RDO Equipment
Road Machinery & Supplies Co.
Visu-Sewer, Inc.
Ziegler CAT

Thank you, Tent Sponsors:
All Rental, Inc.
Allstate Peterbilt Group
American Pump Company*
Brock White Company, LLC
Cobb Strecker Dunphy & Zimmerman*
County Materials Corp.
Empire Bucket, Inc.*
Esch Construction Supply, Inc.*
Eull’s Manufacturing Company, Inc.*
Forterra*
Gary Carlson Equipment Company*
Hayden-Murphy Equipment Co.*
Jager Outdoors*
Nuss Truck and Equipment*
Prinsco*
Raveling Companies, LLC*
RDO Equipment Company*
Road Machinery & Supplies Co.*
Strike Products*
Titan Machinery*
United Rentals General Rental & Power – HVAC*
United Rentals Trench Safety & Pump Solutions*
Ziegler CAT*
*Premium Tent Sponsorship
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Voted Best Food on the Course:
Road Machinery & Supplies Co.

Jeff Hanson Memorial
Last Ditch Open–37th Edition
Congratulations to our Contest Winners!
Longest Drive
Yellow Course
Red Course

•
•

Ben Wetzell – Dem-Con Companies
Ted Jorgensen – CSDZ

•
•

Matt Bryan – Bryan Rock Products
Todd Yager

•
•

Kirk Eilertson – Neenah Foundry
Landon Wallace – CPM Group

•
•

Matt Miklya – Valley-Rich Co., Inc.
John Lemire – Veit

Longest Putt
Yellow Course
Red Course

Closest to Pin
Yellow Course
Red Course

Closest to Line
Yellow Course
Red Course

1st Place Team Yellow (Score: -15)

1st Place Team Red (Score: -15)

Rick Kiemele – Core and Main
Jeff Geislinger – Geislinger and Sons
Kim Christensen – KHC Construction
Dave Rubin – KHC Construction

Tedd Jorgenson – CSDZ
Rob Dahlin – CSDZ 				
Gary Disch – Magney Construction, Inc.
Nick Frattalone – Frattalone Companies

2nd Place Team Yellow (Score: -14)

2nd Place Team Red (Score: -14)

Jason Abbot – Abbot, Arne, Schwindt
Phill Eslinger – Abbot, Arne, Schwindt
Matt Johnson – Marsh & McLennan
Sean McBride – Associated Benefits and Risk Consulting

Russell Sheaffer – Road Machinery & Supplies
Phil Major – Road Machinery & Supplies
Lee Meyer – Pete’s Water and Sewer
Scott Kevitt – Kevitt Excavating

3rd Place Team Yellow (Score: -13)

3rd Place Team Red (Score: -13)

Craig Remick – CSDZ
Brian Mathiowetz – Mathiowetz Construction
Brett Mathiowetz – Mathiowetz Construction
Brian Oestreich – CSDZ

Trent Ess – Ess Brothers & Sons, Inc.
Bryan Houle – CW Houle
Jim Helgestad – C.S. McCrossan
Chad Wigham – Blathner Energy

10th Place Team Yellow (Score: -7)

10th Place Team Red (Score: -7)

Matt Bryan – Bryan Rock Products
Chris Benson – Stantec
Brent Carron – Valley Paving, Inc.
Anthony Koop – Guest of Bryan Rock Products

Jake Schurman – CNA Surety
Paul Gregoire – CNA Surety
Erik Mueller – Bearence Management Group
Nate Weaver – Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
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INTRODUCING

ZIEGLER RENTAL
LIKE NEVER BEFORE

At Ziegler Rental, you’ll find everything you need to get
the job done right — including a new website experience
geared to make renting easier. The new site features:
� Complete inventory list of 5,000+ machines
� Instant price quotes
� Machine specifications
� Mobile friendly design

Visit our new rental website at

www.zieglerrental.com

MUCA’s Clay Shoot Classic
More than 90 shooters started out dry for MUCA’s Clay
Shoot Classic, and after about an hour on the course, the
rain showed up. Similar to real duck hunting weather, the
rain didn’t dampen spirits. I suppose that’s expected for
the start of October, and truthfully it seems more appropriate than “hunting” in hot weather.
Up for grabs and new this year is a traveling trophy
awarded to the first place team. Our first Clay Shoot
tournament was in 2012 and we were sure to honor the
past winners by including their teams on the trophy. They
are: 2012, Northern Dewatering; 2013, Road Machinery
& Supplies; 2014, Northern Dewatering; 2015, Northern
Dewatering; and 2016, St. Paul Utilities.

Speaking of winners, for the fourth time in
six years, Northern Dewatering takes home
the new traveling trophy along with bragging
rights and an office gem to show off for the
next year. Congratulations to John McShane
and his team on their stellar shooting!

As usual, MUCA Members and friends are not intimidated by a little inclement weather. After all, a good day
shooting is still better than a good day at the office.
We also had several sponsors to thank for supporting
the outing. Thanks to our Station Sponsors; Magney
Construction and CliftonLarsonAllen, for contributing to
the success of the event. For the second year in a row,
CliftonLarsonAllen hosted a pink clay target challenge
that raised $385 for the MUCA Scholarship Fund. Thank
You!
Thanks also to our Social Hour Sponsors: American
Ductile Iron Pipe, Northern Dewatering, Jager Outdoors,
RDO Equipment and Road Machinery & Supplies.
Gathering after the event, even if you’re a little damp,
relaxation and fun with friends on a Friday afternoon
always wins.
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Fall 2017 | 17

5th Annual Day of the Dozers Buries $40K Goal!
MUCA’s Day of the Dozers, the most unique charity event in
the state of Minnesota, buried its $40,000 goal by raising over
$47,000 for Children’s Minnesota. Over 3,000 people joined in the
fun on a perfectly crisp and warm Saturday in September.
Year after year, the volunteers, operators and participating companies continue to add new and exciting ways for kids to get into
construction and machinery. Gary Carlson Equipment Company
added a fun remote-control compactor mini-race track to their
usual Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream stand.

The Minnesota Regional Common Ground Alliance, an organization representing utility damage prevention stakeholders, supports
Day of the Dozers by sharing the “811 Call Before You Dig” message. They set up fun games for the kids to learn about locating,
marking utilities and especially safety in avoiding power lines.
Completion of all activities earns them special gifts as a reminder
of what they learned about being safe every day.
In the past 5 years, Day of the Dozers has raised over $130,000
for Children’s Hospitals & Clinics of Minnesota. This year, we are
sponsoring a Triage Room at St. Paul Children’s Hospital. Our
deepest and sincerest appreciation goes to the many volunteers, sponsors, operators, participants and planning committee
members who truly make Day of the Dozers a one-of-a-kind
experience!
View more photos of Day of the Dozers at
www.muca.org/photogallery

Both the kids and the operators enjoy their time together. For the
older kids, the operators share a little information about how the
equipment works and what it does in the field. The younger ones
just love the ride and being in a big rig.
It takes over 100 volunteers to run Day of the Dozers. From the
planning committee, operators, and industry representatives, to
registration, selling t-shirts, pop and water, loading kids in and out
of the machinery, and of course those who join us in promoting
safety messages. We greatly appreciate the presence of the Elk
River Police and Fire Departments, too. Our appreciation extends
to all these dedicated folks; we couldn’t do it without them!
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5th Annual Day of the Dozers
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Pipelayers Certification
wednesday

FEB 14

wednesday

MAR 21

8:00 am – Noon
The Builders Group
Training Room
2919 Eagandale Blvd
Eagan, MN 55121
8:00 am – Noon
The Builders Group
Training Room
2919 Eagandale Blvd
Eagan, MN 55121

Can’t make it to a Pipelayer certificatioN
date? not a problem!
Now you can take the course online 24/7–365.
Visit muca.org for more details.
In order to perform water and sewer pipe-laying work,
Minnesota law requires individuals to obtain a plumbing
bond or be an employee of a person in compliance with
the bond and insurance requirements of Minn. Stat.
§326B.46, subd. 2. Individuals performing building sewer
or water service installation are not required to hold a
plumbers license if they have completed pipe-laying training. Pipe-layer Certification must be renewed every three
years. MUCA has three versions of Pipe-Layer Certification available – online, in-person or in-house.
IN-HOUSE PIPE-LAYER CERTIFICATION
MUCA is happy to accommodate companies that would like
to host a Pipe-layer Certification course held at your facility.
A minimum of 20 students is required. For more information, contact Rachel Dicks, MUCA’s Training Coordinator at
racheld@learn.muca.org or (651) 290-6297.
COST
Member $100
Non-Member $200
or 1 Free Training Credit per person
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Erosion Control Site Management
THURSDAY

FEB 08

7:00 am – 5:00 pm
WSB University
701 Xenia Avenue S
Suite 200
Minneapolis, MN 55416
7:00 am – 5:00 pm

friday

MAR 09

WSB University
701 Xenia Avenue S
Suite 200
Minneapolis, MN 55416

THURSDAY

7:00 am – 5:00 pm

APRIL 12

WSB University
701 Xenia Avenue S
Suite 200
Minneapolis, MN 55416

MUCA has partnered with WSB University to offer the highest quality
Erosion Control Site Management Certification on the market. This oneday course is designed for those who supervise, run, or direct construction
site operations. This course covers MPCA construction stormwater permit
requirements, the NPDES Construction Stormwater Permit process, MnDOT specifications, developing a SWPPP, and best management practices
to reduce or control erosion and sedimentation. Other topics include site
stabilization, perimeter control, and proper installation of best management
practices. Also covered will be implementation of the erosion and sediment
control plan, requirements of various regulatory agencies, and consequences of permit violations. MUCA’s program has been audited by both MnDOT
and MPCA. This certification is now accepted by MnDOT as valid for any
contractor who works on a MnDOT project and is a co-permittee on the
NPDES permit.
COST
Member $200
Non-Member $400
or 2 Free Training Credits per person

sponsored by

Register for a course today at www.muca.org

Get your equipment, tools and
supplies at www.Hydro-Klean.com
Our products include:
ÄÄ

Camera Systems - Mainline and Push

ÄÄ

Fall Protection - Tripods, Harnesses, Winches

ÄÄ

Confined Space Equipment - Gas Monitors

ÄÄ

Nozzles, Jetter Parts Accessories

1.855.845.5326
Des Moines | Mankato | Rogers | Watertown | Sioux Falls

2018 training opportunities
Five Minute Foreman
This training program provides concrete lessons for field leader
improvement. Designed in a manner to make an immediate impact
on field operations, the training program covers lesson plans that
tell leaders exactly what to do and say to get better results from
their crews and on their projects. It also is about getting foremen
to understand and accept the role of manager and professional in
representing their company.

COST		

KEY LESSON PLANS AND ACTION STEPS FOR IMPROVED
PERFORMANCE INCLUDE:

Ewald Conference Center
1000 Westgate Drive
St. Paul, MN 55114

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Effective Communication for Loyalty and Results
How to Motivate with Positive Reinforcement
Improving Safety Practices and Employee Mindset
How to Improve Quality and Reduce Rework
Goal Setting for Higher Production
Promoting Positive Change
How to Maximize Teamwork and Accountability, and much
more

$225 for Members
$450 for Non-members
or 2 Free Training Credits per person
LOCATION

DATE/TIME
January 31, 2018
8 AM – Noon
Course is limited to 70 attendees

New! Diversity & Inclusion Success in Construction		
You can make a difference! How do you build trust with those who
do not have similar backgrounds? What essential skills are needed
to be more collaborative? What strategies can be employed to
ensure workplace connections, establish relationships and intentionally create a more inclusive environment?

LOCATION

BrainSkills@Work will share content based on neuroscience findings, including valuable techniques and tools for overriding unconscious biases, creating a more inclusive workplace with improved
hiring and retention rates, and increasing productivity and morale
overall. A certificate of completion will be issued to all attendees.

DATE/TIME

Who Should Attend: Field Leaders, Supervisors, Crew Leaders,
Project Managers
COST
$100 for Members
$200 for Non-members
or 1 Free Training Credit per person.

Ewald Conference Center
1000 Westgate Drive
St. Paul, MN 55114

February 27, 2018
9 – 11:30 AM
Course is limited to 70 attendees
*Improve your Good Faith Efforts by ensuring your
crew leaders are learning new skills in this area!
For more information on any MUCA training events,
contact Rachel Dicks, MUCA’s Training Coordinator at
racheld@learn.muca.org or (651) 290-6297.

Cancellation policy for all training events: MUCA requires a one-week notice for cancellations or refunds. You can make substitutions at any time or we
will issue you a credit to use for a future session.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Contract negotiation and drafting
Mechanics’ Liens
Delay and disruption claims
Construction and design claims
Insurance and bond claims
Bid protests and disputes
Construction mediations/arbitrations
Design professional liability
Construction and Real Estate Litigation
Dave Hammargren
Bryan Huntington
Paul Meyer, P. E.
Tamara O’Neill Moreland
Tim Rye

James Sander

Inga Schuchard

Rob Stefonowicz
James Susag
Gary Van Cleve

8300 Norman Center Drive, Suite 1000 Minneapolis, MN 55437
Phone: 952.835.3800 Fax: 952.896.3333
www.larkinhoffman.com

HDD CONTRACTORS:

SAY HELLO TO QUICKCONNECT,
AND GOODBYE TO FUSING PIPE
IN THE TRENCH.
In an industry where time is money,
QuickConnect™ universal pull heads are
pure gold. They take fusing out of the trench,
which makes your entire operation faster,
safer and more efficient. QuickConnect’s
unique clamshell design makes connections
easier, keeps mud and drilling fluids out of
pipe and works with any MJ adapter. To
learn more about QuickConnect or to find
your nearest distributor, visit Pullhead.com.

Designed by drillers, for drillers.
© 2017 QuickConnect LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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MS216D Update
By Stephanie Menning
As you know, MS216D is the law that established Gopher State One Call: The MS216D
Stakeholder Review group has been meeting since October 2016 to determine if any
amendments to the law need to be put forth
to the legislature in 2018.
As you also know, MUCA Member Jerome
Vikse with Duininck, Inc. has been involved
in these proceedings and engaged MUCA
to lobby the legislature to add contractor
protections and recourse into the law. Here is an update on our
progress and the next steps forward.

Bill Introduced in the House

We were successful in getting HF 2719 introduced just before the
close of last session. The bill has not been heard in any committee and will need some amendments before moving forward. A
Senate companion bill, committee hearings in both houses, and
passage into law are our next goals for this coming session.
Working with AGC
As more contractors became aware of MUCA’s efforts on 216D,
interest in the industry increased. Many MUCA members are also
members of AGC and we reached out to AGC to increase our
numbers, add support and begin a joint lobbying effort.

MUCA Forms Contractor Coalition on MS216D

In advance of the August 22 MS216D Stakeholder Review meeting, MUCA convened a conference call with several contractors
on August 17 to review the particulars of HF 2719 and discuss
possible amendments to ensure passage. A review of our discussions and amendment suggestions follows.
Review of “Asks” in HF 2719 – discussion was held regarding
the language in HF 2719, a bill for an act relating to public safety;
modifying provisions governing the excavation notice system;
amending Minnesota Statutes 2016, sections 216D.03, by adding
subdivision 216D.05; 216D.06, subdivisions 1, 2.
• Contact information database – the notification center must
collect, maintain and annually update contact information for
each operator in Minnesota and make this information readily
available. Specifically the information for the operator or person
responsible for damage prevention.
• Additional suggestions discussed:
• Include utility operations personnel.
• Utility must bring “as-builts” to the locate meeting.
• Request for utilization of GPS to further enhance locates.
• Create a repository of photos for offsets.
• Standardized depth – operators must install underground facili-

ties at least two, but no more than four feet below the earth.
• Additional suggestions discussed:
• Be more specific on which utilities are required below 2
feet (would not include sewer, water, Stormwater).
• Remove “but no more than four feet”.
• Notification of Damage – operator must notify the excavator immediately, but no later than 60 days after excavation or repair
is completed, of any damages to underground facilities. Also
states excavator is not liable for costs if notice is not timely.
• This was viewed as a low priority item.
• MN Telecomm Alliance states immediate notification is
impossible due to construction timing (newly built).
• Cost reimbursement – under subsection (b) reimbursement
not required if the excavator proves (i) the precise location of
the damaged underground facility was incorrectly marked or
unmarked, and (ii) the damaged facility is located outside the
standard installation depth referenced earlier.
• This language needs to be rephrased for down-time.
• Cost reimbursement – an operator must compensate an
excavator for additional work performed to excavate or repair
underground facilities that is outside the scope of the original
excavation and repair agreement.
• Additional suggestions discussed:
• Should add “and/or to relocate existing facilities”.
Added Discussion: Abandoned Lines – several participants
discussed the issue of abandoned lines and an increasing need
to address them. Even though facility owners are required by
MS216D to provide maps, drawings, etc., most utilities do not
submit or simply do not have, keep or share this information. The
concern is one of safety and cost control.
• Issues abandoned lines cause:
• Locate marks an abandoned line, thinking it’s the active line,
causing the active line to go unmarked and its location
unknown.
• SAFETY – a person gets hurt because they cannot distinguish between the abandoned line and its replacement.
• Excavator down-time and project delay until the unknown
line is identified.
• Needs clarification between private and public facilities.
• Language needed to address established rates.
S. Menning shared content from the recent article in the Damage
Prevention Professional magazine, 2017 special issue on underground utility locating.

MS216D Update Continued on Page 28
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MS216D Update Continued from Page 27
“Project owners for all contracts requiring excavation should
include a bid item in project specifications requiring the contractor/
excavator to remove encountered abandoned facilities to the
extent of conflict with the project limits. Removal pricing will vary
depending on the abandoned utility encountered. If this is done,
it would be considered a reasonable alternative and would be the
responsibility of the facility owner to pay for removing their facility
for the project.” – Al Field, Al Field & Associates

Development of Talking Points

Based on discussions and current HF 2719 language, these
Talking Points were shared at the Aug. 22 MS216D Stakeholder
Review meeting.
Talking Points – Contractor Coalition on MS216D
The Contractor Coalition has been formed to work with the
MS216D Stakeholder Review group to ensure the safety of our
crews and the public at large. We have identified several issues
we believe can benefit both the contractor and the utility owners
by increasing safety in the field, helping utility owners identify
their assets (and therefore protect them) and assist in managing
project costs or delays.
We seek your help in adding the following to MS216D:
Issue: Inability in the field to clearly identify who owns which
utility
If there is a utility hit because of mismarked, no locate, abandoned line, or utility operator or contractor error, the number listed
on the Gopher State One Call ticket does not direct you to the
person most able to help you identify the utility and resolve the
issue. Contractors spend time trying to find and identify the owner
of the utility. This information should be readily available.

Solution: A standardized depth
We seek to ensure all utilities are buried at least two feet deep.
This will help ensure your assets are at a reasonable depth that
protects the public and our crews when excavating. This will also
alleviate the major issue currently being experienced with stakes
and pins, etc.
							
Issue: Delayed billing on damage claims
Many contractors are receiving invoices for damage claims dated
several months or even a few years after a project is completed. A
lot of contractors report third party claims collectors going directly
to the contractor’s insurer, without notifying the contractor.
Solution: Immediate or within 60-day notice of damage claim
Giving fair notice in a timely manner will enable the contractor to
better respond to the damage claim. The practice of utilizing a 3rd
party collection firm many months or years later is unfair – especially if the contractor is not being notified and the damage claim
is being sent directly to their insurer.
							
Issue: Compensation for down-time
Contractors spend an inordinate amount of time dealing with
buried utilities in the course of their work. The issue is compounded when the underground facility is mis-located, a no-locate, or
an abandoned line, causing the contractor to shut down until a
resolution is found. This ends up costing thousands annually and
also has potential safety issues associated with it.
Solution: Reimbursement for down-time when the issue is
not the contractor’s fault
Similar to the contractor being responsible for damages to an
underground facility and reimbursing the operator, the operator
should be responsible for mis-locates, no-locate or abandoned
line issues and reimburse the contractor for his down-time in
dealing with these issues he didn’t create.

Solution: A contact information database
The industry needs a consistently updated contact list readily
available, specifically of the owner/operators’ damage prevention or operations personnel who can help identify the utility and
take proper steps to ensure public safety and the safety of their
			
crews.
Issue: Additional work performed without compensation
								
Contractors are often asked by utility crews to perform additional
work outside of the scope of the original project, especially when
Issue: Utility depth variation
encountering mis-marked, no-locate or abandoned lines. This
It is almost impossible to for contractors to ensure a damage-free includes activities to repair underground facilities or relocate
environment when the utility depth can be anywhere from 2 inchexisting facilities.
es to 26 feet or greater. To put it simply, the state and utilities do
not manage Minnesota’s below-the-surface rights of way with the
Solution: Compensation for additional work performed outsame intensity that we manage those above us. The Contractor
side of the scope of the original project.
Coalition on MS216D would like to see that change.
Contractors should be fairly compensated when the operator
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MS216D Update Continuted from Page 28
requests equipment and labor be used for work outside of the
original project scope.

Meeting with the Office of Pipeline Safety (OPS) and the
Minnesota Department of Public Safety (DPS)

Following the aforementioned efforts, MUCA Members Jerome
Vikse and Jason Duininck with Duininck, Inc., MUCA lobbyist Troy
Olsen and AGC lobbyist Lisa Frenette met with several representatives from the Office of Pipeline Safety and the Minnesota
Department of Public Safety regarding our requests in HF 2719.
Both DPS and OPS stated they will support the establishment of
a contact database in the law. Discussion included whether this
could be done without legislation; however, it was determined that
it may not work due to the lack of cooperation with the utilities on
ensuring “as builts” (maps and locations) were given to contractors before the start of a project. It’s currently the law, but as
MUCA Members know, it doesn’t always happen.
The standardized depth issue was a different story as there are
many other federal regulations, as well as different departments
that have jurisdiction over permitting and regulation of some
pipelines. The varying statutes and agencies that are responsible
for them means we’ll need more research before we can address
this issue.
Reimbursement for down-time or additional work was given a low
priority as it is possible these issues could be part of a contract
and no agreement was reached as to whether this could be
legislated.

MUCA and AGC Meet with Gopher State One Call

On October 9, MUCA lobbyist Troy Olsen, AGC lobbyist Lisa
Frenette and I met with Gopher State One Call Chief Operations
Officer Barbara Cederberg and GSOC Board Member Chris Fry
with Centurylink to discuss the contact database and what we’d
like to see it contain. We were very specific in requesting contact
information for the following positions within utilities as the individuals that would be most helpful for contractors:

We stated we are seeking direct, responsible contacts within the
utility, not a 1-800 number, not an auto-answer (“press 1 to pay
your bill, press 2 if you’re moving”, etc.), or “customer service”.
We require phone numbers to the utility personnel who can
actually answer questions regarding their assets.

Our Next Steps and How You Can Help

As we continue to fight for sensible legislation to protect contractors and truly make damage prevention a “shared responsibility”,
we could use your help in achieving this industry goal.
Our next steps include:
• Meeting with the Revisor’s Office to redraft the HF 2719
language.
• Lobby for a companion bill in the Senate.
• Attend committee meetings and/or testify.
• Continue lobbying efforts to ensure its passage.
How you can help:
• Attend all future MS216D Stakeholder Review meetings.
• Continue to collect photos and document examples of field
issues related to poor utility locating and lack of information
available from utility owners.
• Become familiar with the issues and be willing to testify in
support of this effort.
• Lobby your legislators and encourage passage of these bills.
• Contribute to the MUCA PAC to help those legislators who
support our issues and understand our concerns.
Change is never easy and changing the law is usually a long and
involved process. Working together, we can accomplish this and
many other goals. As your association, it’s our mission to help
you overcome these challenges and help your business succeed.
Thanks to everyone who is engaged in this effort!

1. An Emergency contact
2. A Damage Prevention contact
3. An Operations/Engineering contact
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MUCA Needs You to Support Project Build Minnesota!
By Stephanie Menning
The top priority identified by MUCA’s Board of Directors in our
strategic plan is workforce development. MUCA has joined with
over 25 other construction organizations to support Project
Build Minnesota, a movement creating a multi-year, multimedia campaign to promote and raise awareness of the great
careers available in construction — all construction.
Did you know the construction industry represents one of the
largest growing segments of the Minnesota economy? 79%
of general contractors and 89% of specialty contractors report
a steady workforce/some hiring in 2017. According to AGC of
America, our industry is expected to grow 6-8% through 2019.

We will accomplish this by developing a brand, a
communications plan, marketing materials and visual assets
to use in websites, advertising, media campaigns, school
outreach, trade shows and events across Minnesota.
MUCA is asking each Member Company to contribute $200 to
help our association reach the “Association Trailblazer” level.
If you’d like to contribute as an individual company, you are
also welcome to do so by contacting Dennis Medo with The
Builders Group at dmedo@tbgmn.com or (651) 389-1140.
Please complete the form with your payment information and
fax or mail to MUCA’s offices. THANK YOU!

The greatest threat to the Minnesota construction industry is
the lack of qualified labor entering the market. This is due to
70% of high school graduates going off to college. Yet less
than 2/3 will graduate. Fully 30% of college and university
students drop out after their first year.
We need to change the perception and highlight the career
paths available! Back in 2016, MUCA came together with
dozens of other construction organizations to form Construct
Minnesota. We wanted to help our collective members find the
quality workers they need, and also promote the construction
industry and the viable long-term careers available.
Together, we formed Project Build Minnesota. This
organization will establish, grow and sustain a movement that
empowers young men and women with choices and ensure
a steady flow of qualified labor into the construction market.
We aim to raise awareness about career opportunities in the
professional building trades. From landscapers and materials
providers to distributors, builders, and contractors of all sizes
— we are united in our mission to recruit the next generation of
hard-working builders to our industry.
Our job is to spread the word to both young and old, men and
women, and people of all races and backgrounds, about the
opportunities that exist for them to begin a life-long career in
construction.

Thank You to our MUCA Contributors:
Contractors

Beemer Companies
Elcor Construction
Ellingson Companies
Forest Lake Contracting
Geislinger & Sons, Inc.
Interstate Companies
Lametti & Sons
Magney Construction
North Pine Aggregate
Quam Construction
Rice Lake Construction Group
St. Paul Utilities

Associates

American Ductile Iron Pipe
Core and Main
EJ
Ess Brothers & Sons
Hancock Concrete

View the Form on Page 27
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YES – We are a MUCA Trailblazer with Project Build Minnesota!
Company:

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
State: ___________________________________________ Zip: ___________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________ Email: __________________________________________________

Payment
 Check (payable to MUCA)

 Visa

 Mastercard

 Discover

 American Express

If paying by credit card, please fill out all information below:
Card Number: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Card Holder Name: _________________________________ Phone: _________________________________________________
Exp. Date: ________________________________________ Security #: ______________________________________________
Cardholder Signature: ______________________________________________________________________________________


Billing address is same as above  Billing address is:

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
State: ___________________________________________ Zip: ___________________________________________________
Complete form and submit payment to MUCA:
1000 Westgate Drive, Suite 252 | St. Paul, MN 55114
Phone: (651) 735-3908 Fax: (651) 290-2266
Contact: stephaniem@muca.org with questions
(For office use only)

(For office use only)

initials
date
CK/CC
amt. paid
bal. due

fin.

Please do not email forms with credit card information. To protect
your data and to comply with PCI standards, the MUCA office
will not accept emailed credit card information.
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SITE VISIT
DESIGNING EARTH
CONTRACTING
As a Harley rider, I always appreciate
learning about a new store coming to
town. As luck would have it, MUCA
Member Designing Earth Contracting
(DEC) was in on the build in Blaine.
The scope for the project included
the relocation of the sanitary trunk
main that was located in the center
of the property to the new easements
dedicated around the property. In
addition, they had to abandon the old
line, install new water, sanitary sewer
and storm lines.
DEC also contracted to provide all
the site grading and excavation in
conjunction with the utilities which
included importing 15,000 cubic yards
of fill, soil corrections, pond excavation
and media soil placement.
DEC was honored to work on the new
facility for Twin Cities Harley Davidson
and to work with Bauer Design
Build, the general contractor for this
project. Congratulations to Jesse and
Stephanie Neumann and their team!

SEE MORE PHOTOS ON
THE MUCA WEBSITE

Left to right: Joe Miller, Paul Carlson, Gary Carlson, Greg Carlson
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HD SUPPLY WATERWORKS
IS NOW

OUR NAME HAS
CHANGED, BUT
OUR COMMITMENT
TO YOU HAS NOT.
Our commitment to
providing you the same
dependable expertise we
have for many years remains
the same.

Eden Prairie, MN
(952) 937-9666
Saint Michael, MN
(763) 428-7473
Hudson, WI
(715) 386-6010

coreandmain.com

Minnesota Utility Contractors Association

MEMBER APPLICATION
1000 Westgate Drive, Suite 252 | St. Paul, MN 55114
Phone: (651) 735-3908 | Fax: (651) 290-2266 | info@muca.org
What we do for you:

•
•
•
•

True Utility Contractors Representation
Safety and Business Training
Jeff Hanson Memorial Golf Tournament
MUCA Annual Meeting

•
•
•

Gopher State One Call Representation
Member Directory and Other Publications
Government Relations in St. Paul and D.C.

Company _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________ State _________________ Zip ____________________
Individual MUCA Representative _____________________________________________________________________________
Company Phone ___________________________________________ Company Fax __________________________________
Website Address _________________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________
# of Employees _____________________________________ Specialty Area _________________________________________
Committee(s) of Interest ___________________________________________________________________________________
I understand that by providing my mailing and email addresses, telephone and fax numbers, I consent to receive communications
sent by or on behalf of MUCA via mail, email, telephone or fax.

MEMBER TYPE
Contractors (volume based on overall underground work)
Sales Volume
 Under $1 Mil
 $1-2 Mil
 $2.1-5 Mil
 Over $5 Mil
 Associates
 Government/Institutions

Dues
$1,300
$2,250
$3,400
$4,000
$950
$300

Contributions or gifts to MUCA are not tax deductible
as charitable contributions. However, they may be tax
deductible as ordinary and necessary business expenses.
7% of MUCA dues are not deductible as business expenses.
MUCA is the ONLY trade association dedicated to the
underground contracting industry –
IT’S YOUR INDUSTRY! So let’s keep digging!

PAYMENT

 Check (made payable to MUCA)
 Mastercard
 Visa
 Discover
If paying by credit card, please fill out all information below:
Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________
Cardholder Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________Expiration Date _______________ Security # ______________________
Cardholder Signature ___________________________________________________________________________
 Billing address is same as above  Billing address is:
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________________State___________ Zip ___________________________
Complete form and submit with payment to MUCA:
1000 Westgate Dr. Suite 252 | St. Paul, MN 55114
Contact stephaniem@muca.org with questions
Please do not email forms with credit card information. To protect your data and to comply with PCI
standards, the MUCA office will not accept emailed credit card information.

(For office use only)

initials
date
CK/CC
amt. paid
bal. due

fin.

PRODUCTS YOU NEED
PEOPLE YOU TRUST
Ferguson Waterworks offers a complete line of products to
cover all your water, sewer and storm water management
needs, and our relationships with the waterworks industry’s
top vendors give our customers peace of mind through
unmatched customer service, on-time delivery, and industry
leading fill rates.
Regardless of your waterworks needs, Ferguson’s
knowledgeable and dependable professionals are there with
the products you need and people you can trust.

DI PIPE & FITTINGS | PVC PIPE & FITTINGS | VALVES & HYDRANTS | HDPE PIPE & FITTINGS
GEOTEXTILES | WATER METERS | STORM WATER CHAMBERS

Blaine
1694 91st Ave. NE
(763) 560–5200

©2017 Ferguson Enterprises, Inc.

Superior
801 Weeks Ave.
(715) 392–3288

Find the closest waterworks location near you by visiting
FERGUSON.COM/WATERWORKS

0417 436262
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On The Job
SITE VISIT
ELCOR
CONSTRUCTION
Elcor Construction landed a project
as part of the massive Destination
Medical Center funding in Rochester. I
got a birds-eye view from the adjacent
parking lot.
The project involved replacement
of original lines on 1st Ave SE in
downtown. Coordination also included
working with an adjacent project on a
massive new high rise.
I had a perfect day for the visit and
invited MUCA lobbyist Troy Olsen to
learn more and help the legislature
understand why funding for these
upgrades is important. Kudos to Dan,
Cory, Matt and the crew from Elcor
Construction on a job well done!

SEE MORE PHOTOS ON
THE MUCA WEBSITE

Left to right: Joe Miller, Paul Carlson, Gary Carlson, Greg Carlson
36 | MUCA Underground Press

Fall 2017 | 37

On The Job
SITE VISIT
MINGER
CONSTRUCTION
Minger Construction worked with the
Met Council, Metropolitan Airports
Commission and the City of Richfield
to replace manholes and upgrade
their mains across the upper east side
of the city.
The project board displayed at
the airport dog park was full of
information, and included the warning
“Remember Boys, We’re Always
Watching.” You’d better be safe at
Minger!
The project stretched across Hwy. 77
on both the east and west sides and
included the need to keep the water
flowing with help from another MUCA
Member, Rain for Rent.
Thanks to Pat, Luke and the team for
sharing this project with me.

SEE MORE PHOTOS ON
THE MUCA WEBSITE

Left to right: Joe Miller, Paul Carlson, Gary Carlson, Greg Carlson
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Minnesota Utility Contractors Association

publications Advertising form
1000 Westgate Drive, Suite 252 | St. Paul, MN 55114
Phone: (651) 735-3908 | Fax: (651) 290-2266 | info@muca.org

Directory

Magazine/Spring Issue Magazine/Fall Issue

(Artwork due January 19, 2018) (Artwork due April 13, 2018)

Full Page Color
Full Page B&W
1/2 Page Color
1/2 Page B&W
1/4 Page Color
1/4 Page B&W








$1,325
$1,050
$835
$685
$445
$320








$730
$570
$510
$390
$330
$255

(Artwork due September 14, 2018)








$730
$570
$510
$390
$330
$255

Non-members add 25% to all rates shown above.
Magazine Specs: Trim size 8.375” x 11”; Full page non-bleed 7.625” x 10.5”; Full page bleed 8.625” x 11.25”; Half page 7” x 4.685”;
Quarter page 3.375” x 4.6875”
Directory Specs: Trim size 7.25” x 10.375”; Full page non-bleed 6.625” x 9.875”; Full page bleed 7.5” x 10.625”; Half page 6.25” x
4.25”; Quarter page 3.125” x 4.25”
All art must be provided as PDF, JPG, TIFF or EPS, minimum of 300 dpi



New Ad Will be Provided



Please Run Same Ad as Previous

Company _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________ State _________________ Zip ____________________
Contact Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Company Phone ___________________________________________ Company Fax __________________________________
Website Address _________________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT

 Check (made payable to MUCA)
 Mastercard
 Visa
 American Express
If paying by credit card, please fill out all information below:
Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________
Cardholder Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________ Expiration Date _______________ Security # _____________________
Cardholder Signature ___________________________________________________________________________
 Billing address is same as above  Billing address is:
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________________State___________ Zip ___________________________
Complete form and submit with payment to MUCA:
1000 Westgate Dr. Suite 252 | St. Paul, MN 55114
Contact jillianb@ewald.com with questions
Please do not email forms with credit card information. To protect your data and to comply with
PCI standards, the MUCA office will not accept emailed credit card information.

(For office use only)

initials
date
CK/CC
amt. paid
bal. due

fin.
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Minnesota Utility Contractors Association
1000 Westgate Drive, Suite 252
St. Paul, MN 55114
info@muca.org

Thank You, Jeff Hanson Memorial Golf Sponsors!

