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In the Pipeline
From the President
BUSY IS GOOD! We’ve had a
relatively quiet start (weather-wise)
to the construction season, and that
allows for a lot of work to get done
through the year. Speaking of busy, the
legislative session started out fairly slow
and as usual, the pace quickened to
ensure they end on the constitutionally
mandated date of May 18. However, as
we go to press, the legislature awaits
the call for a special session from the governor. This will be the 14th
special session in the last 20 years.
MUCA has also remained busy by electing new board members at the
Annual Meeting last November, hosting a Strategic Planning session in
February, lobbying at the Capitol to protect your business interests, and
providing dozens of training and certification sessions this winter.
This issue of the Underground Press reviews our efforts at the
Capitol, outlines our efforts on Workforce Development per our
strategic plan, and highlights the great work MUCA Members are
doing throughout the state. Our growth as an organization continues
for 2015 and we are not showing any signs of slowing down!
As your President, I encourage you to be active and look forward to
all the great events and opportunities being a part of MUCA offers!
I hope to see you at the 35th Annual Jeff Hanson Memorial Last
Ditch Open, our new MUCA Family Picnic Day at the Saints, the
Day of the Dozers event, the Clay Shoot Tourney and of course,
the Annual Meeting. MUCA continues to be the only organization
focused on the underground utility construction industry. As always,
feel free to contact me if I can be of further assistance.
Sincerely,

Trish Carlson
Forest Lake Contracting
Forest Lake, MN
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To promote the underground utility industry by
providing safety training, continuing education,
scholarships and legislative relations.
To be the best Association Value for our members.

Our Guiding Principles

Safety, An Educated Workforce, A Unified Voice.

Our Values

Honest Communications, Transparent Leadership,
Authentic Engagement.

Connect and Engage
June 25, 2015

Jeff Hanson Memorial Last Ditch Open

August 9, 2015

MUCA Family Day with the St. Paul Saints

October 2, 2015

MUCA Clay Shoot Classic

October 3, 2015

Day of the Dozers Benefit Event
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MUCA Annual Meeting

Get Industry News
in 60 seconds or less
“The MUCA Minute” is a short video that updates
you on current trends, legislative issues and MUCA
events – in 60 seconds or less! We will publish these
monthly as a quick “catch up” for all you busy folks
out there.

Watch all MUCA Minutes at
www.MUCA.org/minute.

Jacking2014
it upAnnual Meeting
MUCA had great reasons to celebrate 2014 and the successful
completion of the construction season. On November 20 we
welcomed new Board Members, had great attendance and exhibits at
the Vendor Fair, a delicious dinner, and an engaging keynote session.
Held at the Marriott West Minneapolis in St. Louis Park, this
year’s Annual Meeting was celebrated in style and comfort. There
was a separate room for the Vendor Fair prior to the dinner and
the Silent Auction raised just under $2,000. Thank you to all the
sponsors, vendors and attendees for your contributions!
We celebrated a year that saw an increase in membership and
an increase in training. We tweaked some events and added a
couple new ones that focused on connecting and engaging with
each other and promoting the underground utility industry. The
Annual Meeting also signals the position rotations for the Board
of Directors. Lee Sunram of Sunram Construction moved into the
Immediate Past President position, with Trish Carlson of Forest
Lake Contracting now serving as President. Tim Culp of Chard

MUCA Thanks our
Annual Meeting
Sponsors and
Vendors!
See back cover
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Tiling & Excavating will serve as Vice President and, due to the
updated Bylaws that ensure sound financial footing, Mike Leahy
with St. Paul Utilities will remain as Treasurer.
We reviewed our legislative efforts, both locally and nationally —
and also welcomed new Board Members Eric Graning, Michels
Corp; Mark Garrison, EJ; Tom Revnew, Seaton|Peters|Revnew; Lee
Beemer, Beemer Companies; and Matt Smith, Elcor Construction.
John Geenan, our keynote speaker and a dead ringer for the most
recognized actor in the world, shared a powerful inspirational
message that our perception is a matter of perspective and how, if
we change our perspective, we can change our lives.
To top the evening off, we offered gaming action after the meeting
and for those who like poker, it was a lot of fun with little risk! As move
into our 37th year of service to the underground utility construction
industry, MUCA, remains focused on our three pillars of service:
Serving Members, Serving the Industry and Serving our Communities!

Spring 2015 | 7

the 35th annual jeff hanson memorial golf outing
You are invited to the 35th annual Jeff Hanson Memorial Last Ditch Open. This tournament is one of the largest construction
industry outings of the year. This traditional event is the highlight of the summer and we hope you will join us this year for the
35th time, or the first time!
This annual tourney supports the MUCA Scholarship Fund. Last year four $1,000 scholarships were awarded. We look
forward to gathering with our industry friends and continuing Jeff’s legacy by hosting the largest and most unique tournament
in the construction industry in Minnesota. Sponsor tents will again feature fantastic food and beverage service is available
throughout the course. Be sure to come hungry and thirsty! If you are interested in playing, please complete the enclosed
registration form or go to the MUCA website to register online.

2015 Last Ditch Open Schedule:
10:30 am

Registration, Bloody Mary bar

Noon		

Shotgun start

5:00 pm		

Award & Networking Reception

Registration is $175 per golfer ($200 after May 22) and includes
round of golf, cart and host tents. Tons of door prizes will be drawn
as well as the annual raffle. FREE driving range all day!
Majestic Oaks Golf Club: www.majesticoaksgolfclub.com

Register at our website, now! www.MUCA.org
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4th Annual

MUCA SHOOT OUT
Registration also available online at www.muca.org

Classic

October 2, 2015 · Minnesota horse & hunt Club · Prior Lake, MN
Please select your payment option(s):

Registration		 $125 (includes 18 station shoot with ammo, lunch, refreshments and prizes)
Raffle Item Donation
$50
Schedule:
Social Hour Host		
$200
Station Sponsor		
$300 (reps at station)
11:00am
Registration and Lunch
Lunch/Social Hour Only $25
12:00-2:30pm Shoot
Yes, I would like to make a contribution to MUCA: $_______________
2:30pm		
Social Hour and Prizes






GRAND TOTAL:
Name __________________________________________________________________________________________
Company________________________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________________ State____________ Zip______________________
Phone_______________________________________ Email______________________________________________
Team Members (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
PAYMENT
 Check (make payable to MUCA)
 Mastercard
 Visa
 American Express
If paying by credit card, please fill out all information below:
Card Number______________________________Expiration Date _______________ Security #____________
Cardholder Name_______________________________________Phone_______________________________
Cardholder Signature________________________________________________________________________
 Billing address is same as above  Billing address is:
Address___________________________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________________________State___________ Zip_________________
Complete form and submit with payment to MUCA:
1000 Westgate Dr. Suite 252 | St. Paul, MN 55114
Phone: 651-735-3908 Fax: 651-290-2266
Contact ashleyc@ewald.com with questions

(For office use only)

initials
date
CK/CC
amt. paid
bal. due

fin.

Cancellation Policy: Registration fee less a $25 administrative charge may be refunded up
to one week prior to the Clay Shooting. Cancellations after September 25, 2015 will not be refunded.
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muca family Day with the

St. Paul Saints
Sunday, August 9, 2015 - st. paul saints vs. winnipeg goldeneyes
Name __________________________________________________________________________________________
Company________________________________________________________________________________________
Address (where you would like your tickets sent) _________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________________ State____________ Zip______________________
Phone_______________________________________ Email______________________________________________
Registration Deadline: July 8, 2015
Reserved tickets are just $33 each. Please specify quantity:
# of tickets ___________________ x $33.00 = GRAND TOTAL $________________
Includes outfield reserved seating, meal in the picnic area and kids on-field experience before the game!
Arrive at 3PM; Game starts 5:05PM
PAYMENT
 Check (make payable to MUCA)

 Mastercard

 Visa

 American Express

If paying by credit card, please fill out all information below (all information is required):
Card Number______________________________________Expiration Date ___________ Security #________
Cardholder Name___________________________________________________________________________
Phone____________________________________________________________________________________
Cardholder Signature________________________________________________________________________
 Billing address is same as above  Billing address is:
Address___________________________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________________________State___________ Zip_________________
(For office use only)

Complete form and submit with payment to MUCA:
1000 Westgate Dr. Suite 252 | St. Paul, MN 55114
Phone: 651-735-3908 Fax: 651-290-2266
Contact ashleyc@ewald.com with questions
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2015 MUCA Scholarship Winners
Congratulations!
The Minnesota Utility Contractors
Association is proud to announce the
winners of the 2015 MUCA Scholarship
Program. To be eligible, a student must
have a parent employed by a MUCA
Member Company. The student must

Joshua
Drews

Lucas
rogers

Son of

Son of

Bridget and Brad Drews

Lynette and Bryan Rogers

Egan Company

Prinsco Inc

be completing their senior year in high

Zachary
Weber

school and set to enter their first year of

Son of

applications were reviewed and selected by

Michelle and Jeffrey Weber

post high school education in the fall. The
the Scholarship Committee.

HD Supply

Eull’s Manhole Shield
Eliminate Guesswork
All components are designed
specifically to work together.
Reduce Maintenance
When properly installed, Eull’s
Manhole Shield reduces
ongoing maintenance .
Achieve Precise Results
Eull’s Manhole Shield
Works for any manhole
adjustment project.
Visit: www.eullsmanufacturing.com
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DAY OF THE

DOZERS

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2015
Special thanks!
Thanks to our wonderful sponsors and attendees, we raised nearly $15,000 for
Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota in 2014. In 2015, our goal is to raise
$20,000. Please help us reach or exceed our goal!

| 9AM-4PM
Admission:
$10
3 Years & Under:
FREE

All proceeds benefit:

Kids get to ride the big
equipment with a trained
and qualified operator!

ERX Motor Park
21591 U.S. Hwy 169
Elk River, MN 55330
See Photos & Videos Here:
www.dayofthedozers.com

REFER A FRIEND
AND RECEIVE $500 CASH

When you refer someone who buys a new Cat® skid steer loader or other qualifying machine from Ziegler during 2014,
we will send you a $500 PREPAID VISA® GIFT CARD after the sale is complete. What’s in it for your friend? A $500 work
tool credit. It’s a win-win for both of you. After all, what are friends for?
Valid only if buyer has not purchased a new machine from Ziegler within the past 5 years. For complete details, visit www.zieglercat.com/referral.

To refer a friend, visit

www.zieglercat.com/referral

2015 muca legislative update
By Nick de Julio, MUCA Lobbyist

Tax Bill Fizzles Out

The Minnesota Legislature adjourned the 2015 Legislative
Session at midnight on Monday, May 18 and will reconvene for
the second year of the biennium at noon on Tuesday, March 8,
2016.

The issue of tax relief was perhaps the area with the biggest
difference between House Republicans and Senate Democrats.
The House made tax relief a marquee issue for the session and
proposed a bill that would reduce state revenue by over $2 billion.
The Senate came in much lower with a tax bill totaling $460
million, with $247 million directed toward tax relief. Gov. Dayton’s
tax proposal was by far the lowest figure at $197 million. With
the Senate declaring transportation as its highest priority and the
House prioritizing taxes, both chambers agreed to a budget deal
that leaves those areas unresolved going into next session. The
negotiated deal left roughly $1 billion on the bottom line to handle
those issues next year.

Budget negotiations between Governor Mark Dayton, Senate
Majority Leader Tom Bakk and House Speaker Kurt Daudt
resulted in a state budget that produced grumblings of discontent
from all three legislative leaders. Beginning the legislative
session in January with a $1.9 billion budget surplus, legislative
leaders found themselves in the unique situation of a Republicancontrolled House and a DFL-controlled Senate with a DFL
Governor. Senate DFLers and Gov. Dayton sought a two-year
budget of nearly $43 billion with modest tax cuts while House
Republicans pursued a budget of just under $40 billion while
providing tax cuts of about $2 billion.
With a majority of the state’s final budget bills receiving final
passage during the last two days of the legislative session, and
negotiations taking place until the last few minutes, the 2015
Legislative Session came to a frenzied and messy ending. But
at the end, all the major appropriations bills were passed by the
Senate and the House and sent to Gov. Dayton for his signature
or veto. The governor had three days to sign or veto bills after
they were presented to him. Casualties of the session include
the Omnibus Tax bill, a robust Omnibus Transportation Finance
bill, the Legacy Omnibus Finance Bill and a modest bonding bill,
which either didn’t have a final agreement or were left behind
when the clock struck midnight on the last night of session.
Renovation of the capitol building won’t be finished until 2017, so
the capitol will be almost entirely closed off during next year’s
session. The House should be able to meet in its chamber and
hold committee meetings in the State Office Building, as happens
now, but the Senate will hold its committee meetings and floor
sessions at an off-site location. The current plan is that the new
legislative office building (now under construction) will be finished
so that the Senate can at least hold its sessions in that building
just across the street from the capitol building. Gov. Dayton has
vetoed the Education finance omnibus bill and two other bills,
triggering a special session; the House and Senate will need to
conduct this session in a location outside the Capitol building but
still within the boundaries of St. Paul due to construction.

House Republicans produced an Omnibus Tax bill that utilized
approximately half of the $2 billion state budget surplus for a
variety of tax relief provisions. Included in HF 848 was a new
state personal or dependent exemption estimated to reduce state
revenue by $539 million over two years. Another highlight of the
bill was a provision permanently eliminating the statewide general
property tax, which is mostly paid by businesses. Eliminating
this tax has been projected to reduce state revenue by $453
million over the next two years. Other highlights included a tax
credit for student loan payments, a reduction in the estate tax,
tax incentives for research and development, increases in K-12
education tax credits, a credit for agricultural properties to offset
voter-approved school levy referenda, phasing out the state
tax on Social Security income, and repeal of the tax on digital
products enacted last biennium.
The Senate Omnibus Tax bill (SF826), in contrast, had a total
reduction in state revenue of $460 million and provided $247
million in tax relief. The Senate set aside $225 million for past
accounting shifts from years when the state experienced a
budget deficit, including the June accelerated sales tax and
aids to local governments. The bill also would have provided tax
relief in the form of reducing the state levy on commercial and
industrial property by $93.7 million and a $2,500 tax credit to
businesses that hire veterans. The bill also contained targeted
property tax relief for homeowners and agricultural properties, an
expansion of the education expense tax credit, as well as a tax
credit benefitting workforce housing in Greater Minnesota.
All of these issues will be left on the table going into the 2016
session as the legislature will try again to pass a comprehensive
tax bill.

Transportation Bill – Lights On
The House, Senate and governor all came to the 2015 legislative
session with desires for a robust transportation funding package.
The revenue sources and what they wanted to fund with the
money differed greatly from the get-go — and as the session
came to a close, it became apparent that 2015 would not be the
year for a major transportation bill. A “lights-on” bill (SF 1647)
with $30 million in one-time funding and several other policy
provisions was passed by the House and the Senate and then
sent to the governor.
In January the governor unveiled his transportation proposal,
which amounted to a total package of about $11 billion over a
10-year period — including a gas tax at the wholesale level,
registration fee increases, trunk highway bonds and efficiencies
at MnDOT. Over the next decade, the plan would have put $5
billion into the trunk highway system, $1.5 billion into county
state aid highways and almost $500 million in municipal state
aid streets. Moreover, the plan would have included a ½ cent
sales tax increase in the metro area to further support transit
needs, raising about $2.8 billion in additional revenue for these
purposes.
The Senate DFL had a similar transportation plan, with about
$800 million in funding using the 6.5% gas tax at the wholesale
level, registration fees, as well as an increase in the sales tax in
the metro area to fund transit needs.
The House GOP took a different approach — with a total
package of about $750 million over four years, using funds
that currently go into the general fund and redirecting them to
transportation needs. This includes things like the sales tax
on auto leases and the sales tax on car parts and repairs. The
House bill also looked at efficiencies at MnDOT. The House GOP
put a heavy emphasis on road and bridge funding, including trunk
highways as well as county state aid highways and municipal
state aid streets. No new money for transit needs was included in
the bill.
The differences were too great to overcome, and a bill to
appropriate current revenues to keep MnDOT operating and
Metro Transit functioning was passed on the last day. The bill
includes base appropriations as well as a few additional items
including $5 million for Greater Minnesota Transit; $5 million
for rail grade crossing safety; $3 million for port development;
$145,000 for emergency railroad track repair; $12.5 million for
small cities; and $11 million in airport development assistance.
Some policy and technical provisions are also included in the bill.
Similar to the tax bill, all of these proposals will remain on the
table going into the 2016 session as everyone tries again to pass
a comprehensive transportation funding bill.
Responsible Contactor Law Changes
At the start of session, MUCA spent a lot of time discussing the

Responsible Contractor Law from the 2014 Legislative Session
as a main priority fix for 2015. House members were more
receptive to our concerns and there was movement early to work
on a larger fix this session. Unfortunately, we were not able to
pull all stakeholders together on the measure. MUCA worked
with others to develop a bill that amended the current law to what
we thought was possible. SF 1853 contained the language we
agreed upon. At the same time, an alternate bill was drafted by
AGC and other stakeholders who pushed the legislation in 2014.
HF 1257/SF 1121 ended up being the bill that gained traction this
session in both bodies; the fixes were minor and did not go as far
as the MUCA proposal to address real concerns being felt by the
industry.
HF 1257 passed both the House and Senate with unanimous
support and has been sent to Gov. Dayton for his signature.
Despite MUCA’s objections and concerns as to what was not
addressed in the bill this year, we were not able to get any
members to speak up on the floor against the bill.
The changes addressed in this year’s bill included:
-

Definition of Contractor: a “contractor” does not include a
material supplier. Provides more detail on this exclusion.
Excludes design professionals from the definition of
“contractor”. Defines “motor carrier” for purposes of the law.

-

The current law applies to a publicly owned or financed
project when the contract with the prime contractor is
estimated to exceed $50,000. This section provides that in
determining whether a contract exceeds $50,000, the value
of tax increment financing must be excluded. Also provides
that motor carriers must meet the minimum criteria of the
law.

-

Clarifies that the requirement in current law that a contractor
is not currently suspended or debarred applies only to those
groups that have authority to debar a contractor. Requires
that motor carriers that a contractor intends to use must
verify that they have met minimum criteria.

-

Verification Compliance: Strikes requirement that a
statement verifying compliance with the responsible
contractor requirements be sworn. Makes the consequences
of failure to verify compliance apply to a prime contractor,
subcontractor, or motor carrier. Provides that the statement
submitted by the prime contractor responding to a
solicitation document is not required to verify compliance
by all subcontractors and motor carriers. Provides that
a verification of compliance need not be notarized, and
specifies conditions under which an electronic verification is
acceptable.

-

Subcontractor verification: Provides that as a condition
precedent to execution of a contract, the apparent successful
continued on page 17
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Legislative Update, continuted from page 15

-

prime contractor must submit a supplemental verification
relating to subcontractors and motor carriers. Requires
subcontractors to submit statements verifying compliance.

picture of what the Special Session will look like and what will
be taken up and addressed. We will send an update on where
projects and matching funds stand.

Motor carrier verification: Specifies procedures for a prime
contractor or subcontractor to obtain annual verification of
compliance from motor carriers.

What’s Next and When is Special Session?

Once signed by Gov. Dayton, the law will become effective on
July 1, 2015.
Clean Water Funding
In the final few weeks of session, a number of water
infrastructure projects were included in several bills. As session
came to an end on May 18 a number of bills were amended,
deleted or did not get off the floor. We will soon get a better

Legislative leaders took a few days to step away and let any
end-of-session anger cool down. They are discussing what
needs to be addressed in a special session and when it will
take place. We know it will happen before July 1 to avoid a
state shutdown. Typically, special sessions are pre-negotiated
between the leaders. Gov. Dayton is the only one with the
power to call a special session — but he cannot decide when
they finish; that falls on the House and Senate.

What You Don’t Know about
Purchase Orders Can Bite You
By Jim Sander, Hammagren & Meyer, P.A.
952-884-9033 | jim@hammarlaw.com

Part Three
The theme of this series of articles has been to alert
construction professionals to impacts of the Uniform
Commercial Code (UCC) on purchases of construction material
and equipment. Supplier purchase orders are the common
place where these issues come into play. Some of the impacts
can be quite different from what you might have expected if you
are accustomed to the world of construction contracts.
The first article pointed out how purchase orders are governed
by different UCC contract rules than the usual subcontract.
Sometimes important terms don’t line up and subcontractors
can get caught in the middle.
The second article introduced UCC impacts on warranty,
notice requirements and limited remedies. That article also
issued a caution on use of self-help back-charges when

dealing with suppliers. The common construction industry
practice of back-charging for various claims can backfire when
it runs up against UCC purchase order terms.
This time we will take a quick look at some of the points
where the UCC can have impacts on payment for those
materials. The first point is not to take credit terms for granted.
In construction, most purchases from suppliers are on credit
terms. The UCC was drafted with more than construction in
mind, however. Just be aware that the underlying UCC rule is
that if there is no agreement for credit then payment is due on
delivery. Cash on the barrelhead. So don’t be surprised when
the supplier refuses to accept retainage or pay-when-paid
terms that may be in your contract. The UCC does not support
either retainage or contingent payment unless the supplier
actually agrees to those terms.
What about the classic self-help remedy of back-charges,
however? Back-charges tend to show up in the final settling
continued on page 18
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of accounts at the end of a job. Shouldn’t there be some sort of
mechanism for settling up disputes with a supplier by holding
back something from what you owe? Yes, there actually is a UCC
provision to hold back money — if done correctly. UCC section
2-717 says that if the buyer notifies the seller about the dispute,
then the buyer can deduct all or any part of the “damages”
resulting from a breach of contract by the seller. The catch is that
the deduction can only be out of the balance still owed on the
same purchase contract. If the widgets you bought from supplier
“A” yesterday were defective, you had to replace them from
supplier “B” today. You could deduct that cost against what you
still owed supplier “A” for that invoice, but only on that invoice.
Be sure to give the supplier notice of what you are doing with the
deduction, however, to avoid being in default with the supplier. A
back-charge invoice to the supplier at the end of the job probably
will not fit the UCC provision.
There is another self-help way that buyers try to settle disputes
with suppliers. That is what we commonly call the “Payment in
full” check for less than what is owed on the account. We can
understand this as an offer of settlement subject to possible
acceptance by the seller. If the supplier agrees to accept the
deduction or cashes the check, the matter is settled. That is often
called an accord and satisfaction. The words “Payment in Full”
usually appear on the check. The seller can reject the offer and
send the check back. It cannot keep the money and still claim
the rest. Sometimes a supplier may try to cross out the payment
in full language or insert the phrase “under protest” then deposit
the check hoping to escape the payment in full language. There
is a UCC section 1-308 which pertains to reservation of rights or
performing under protest but that section specifically does not
work to cancel out a “Payment in Full” check.
The UCC does support the idea of accord and satisfaction
settlements with suppliers but sets some ground rules in section
3-311. Note that we are venturing out of Article 2 on Sale of
Goods and into another part of the UCC that deals with checks
and banking. If there is a good faith dispute and the buyer
sends the supplier a good faith offer marked “Payment in Full”
or something clearly similar, then the creditor binds itself to the
settlement if it cashes the check.
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What if the discounted check you sent to the supplier marked
payment in full went to the supplier’s lock box address and not
to its actual accounts receivable department? A lock box is a
common collection tool for larger national suppliers. It is actually
a bank address where a volume of checks get deposited to the
supplier’s bank account. This often happens with little or no
human attention to the checks. Catching the supplier by surprise
by running a payment in full check through its lock box might
sound clever, but the drafters of the UCC already thought of that.
The supplier gets a 90-day window to discover the deduction and
send the discounted amount back.
What if you paid a subcontractor and a supplier with a joint
check, then you get a call from the supplier looking for its
money? Your check is an order to your bank to pay a certain
amount to certain persons. Your bank needs to follow your orders
or it does not have the right to take the money from your account
to pay the check. If the check says “pay to A or B”, either of
them have the right to deposit the check. If the check is joint to a
subcontractor and a supplier, you want to assure that they each
get their appropriate amount, so the check is “pay to A and B”.
Both have to endorse the check before your bank can properly
pay it. If an endorsement is missing or forged (which might be
the case if the supplier is calling you) you need to examine
the endorsements on your check. If there is a forgery or an
endorsement is missing, then you can make your bank re-credit
your account. Your bank then passes its loss back up the chain
of banks that dealt with the check until the loss gets back to the
bank that took it for deposit. If you are intending that the check be
joint payment be sure it is clearly written to A and B, because if
it is ambiguous either of them could cash it and the loss ends up
with you instead of the bank.
The Uniform Commercial Code impacts us in our business and
personal lives in a hundred ways every day, whether we are
aware of that or not. Most of those impacts make our lives and
businesses function better. Some don’t. Being more aware of
how the UCC affects your purchase order business with suppliers
should reduce your risk of an expensive surprise.

PROMISE
PROfessionals Serving Contractors
and Public Works PROfessionals.

Tough Projects Made Easy
S

ure, there are genuinely tough
projects, but when you have an
experienced team on your side and
all the right parts in the right place at
the right time, everything becomes
much easier. Fortunately, HD Supply
Waterworks has the people with the
know-how that can easily provide
you with the right parts, in the right
place, at the right time for all of your
infrastructure projects.

SERVING THE
GREAT STATE
OF MINNESOTA

➊ EDEN PRAIRIE

15800 West 79th St.

952-937-9666
➋ ST MICHAEL

16195 54th Street N.E.

763-428-7473
➌ HUDSON, WI

2

1

3

637 Commerce Dr.

715-386-6010
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Workforce
where does the industry find its next leaders?

?

?

The Problem: The Perfect Storm

Several years ago, in what’s become known as “the greatest
recession,” construction companies and their employees
were literally collapsing by the dozens. We all know several
companies that are no longer in business and several
individuals who have left the industry entirely. Those that
remained did so by finding work elsewhere, like in neighboring
states, or by focusing on other key areas within their business
model that helped them stay afloat.

?

?

Now I hear it time and again during member visits, “I have
enough work for at least six more people; I just can’t find
qualified workers.” Make no mistake about it, workforce
development is the top issue for the industry these days.
There’s plenty of work; just not enough workers. The MUCA
Board has designated Workforce Development as a top priority
in our strategic plan for the next few years.
So how do we solve this problem? MUCA has several avenues
we’re working on simultaneously to help our members.

Solution One: Work with Other Organizations

Re-inventing the wheel is never a sound idea. It’s always best
to partner with others who are seeking the same or similar
goals. The Distribution Contractors Association (DCA) held a
job fair this past April in Bloomington, Minnesota, that attracted
several busloads of high schoolers from around the Twin
Cities. DCA is an organization for contractors who provide
specific distribution construction services including fiber optic,
cable and duct installation, and the installation replacement
and rehabilitation of gas pipelines. Many MUCA Members are
also members of DCA, so supporting this Job Fair was a great
way to show support for our members’ efforts and to promote
MUCA in the community.
MUCA has also joined the Minnesota Energy Consortium
(MEC). The Consortium’s mission is to provide a connecting
point for the energy industry, government, and higher

development

by Stephanie Menning

education to work together to pursue actions that will meet the
immediate and future needs of the energy industry workforce.
One of its five key areas of focus includes: “Build relationship
with contractors to broaden the effectiveness of workforce
planning within the consortium.” The MEC has within its
consortium several industry leaders and college partners from
the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities (MnSCU). It
is MUCA’s goal to raise awareness within the tech colleges
across the state and help them create specific curricula to
attract underground utility construction workers.

Solution Two: Connect and Market Our Industry

We’ve all heard the saying “Get ‘em while they’re young”, and
nothing could be closer to the truth when it comes to getting
kids into construction. Extra pressure abounds as kids grow
older and are taught to believe that a four-year degree is a
must for anyone wanting to earn a great living and have a
great career. That’s a big message to overcome and as we all
know, four-year degrees are not for everyone.
MUCA is in the midst of developing a marketing plan that
speaks to parents and students. Part of this plan involves
connecting with high school counselors, the State Department
of Education, Education Minnesota, the instructors at tech
colleges (as noted above) and those in non-traditional
environments such as charter schools or home schools.
Construction, as the practical application of engineering,
should be an option in our educational institutions, from K-12
into high school STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Math) programs. As an industry, we need to rebuild the “shop
class” and vo-tech opportunities to offer an option for those
not seeking a four-year degree. Industry marketing has to
speak directly to parents and address why a student would
want to work in the field. It must outline succinctly what jobs
are available, at all skill levels, what they’ll be paid, and future
opportunities that exist.

Solution Three: Gather Resources, Get Involved, Make it Happen
Nothing happens in a vaccuum. To make this happen requires
resources. In addition to funding, the industry also needs
volunteers to make this happen. How do we attract qualified
experts to teach construction? We need those already in
construction to help us develop a curriculum map — how
does one go from zero to construction worker? What skills
are needed to succeed for both instructors and students?
Internship programs are also critical.
Did you know MUCA has a Career Center on its website?
Members can upload job opportunities, and job seekers
can find you. There should be testimonies on the website
that highlight someone with 5 years, 10 years and 15 years
experience, to demonstrate the long-term viable careers
construction offers.
MUCA has a Professional Development Department through
our association management firm, Ewald Consulting. This
allows MUCA to engage in creating online learning, webinars
or even promotional videos that can be used to market our
industry across the state.
MUCA can host a Career Awareness Week at various job sites
or member company facilities.
To make any of this happen, we need companies with willing
volunteers and funding to ensure our message is reaching
its intended audience, our training is built through consensus
by industry experts and taught by those with extensive
experience. Where do we find our next industry leaders? We
can’t actually “find” them; we have to create them. In the words
of Jerry Maguire, “Help Me, Help You!” Leave your industry
legacy by contacting Stephanie Menning with your donation of
time, money, expertise or personnel.
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On the Job
Site Visit:
Veit
What an interesting project Veit has
going on in South Minneapolis! If
you’ve traveled the 35W corridor
just south of downtown Minneapolis,
you’ve no doubt seen the large boom
on the west side of the highway. Its
looming presence will be there into
the summer.
Veit is working on drilling a 14-foot
diameter hole to a depth of 130 feet
alongside the freeway. The ultimate
goal is to create access for another
contractor to dig a tunnel under the
freeway to gain access to a large
stormwater pipe that needs repair.
Ingenuity counts in construction! This
cross-bar drilling rig was created
and welded by the team at Veit and
includes replaceable carbide drill
bits to get through the limestone and
sandstone bedrock.
Veit’s part of the project is expected
to take several more weeks for
completion. My thanks to Chuck
Geisler and the team at Veit for the
site visit. It was great seeing their
creativity in action first-hand. Dare I
say…’well’ done!

See More Photos on
the MUCA website.
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Experience the difference.

One call. One service provider. One experience.
Providing municipal services for water and wastewater utilities for over 30 years.

Visit Hydro-Klean.com

Services include:
ÄÄ Sewer

Cleaning

ÄÄ Filter

ÄÄ Digital

Video Inspection

ÄÄ Hydroexcavating

ÄÄ CIPP

and Rehab Services

ÄÄ No-Dig

Pipe Repair

Media Services

ÄÄ Landfill

Leachate Services

to view our project library and
learn more about the valuable
services we have to offer.

Four Midwest locations to Serve You!

1.855.84KLEAN

On the Job
Site Visit:
Geislinger & Sons,
Inc.
MUCA Member Geislinger &
Sons, Inc. has a summer-long
project going on in Robbinsdale.
As I approached the job site, it
looked like a game of “dueling
buckets.” This job also includes
dual customers, working for both
Hennepin County and the City of
Robbinsdale; Geislinger’s crew is
tasked with a large replacement
project.
During my site visit, I also noted
several other MUCA Member
Companies’ presence on the site
with various staged equipment,
including American Cast Iron Pipe,
Northern Dewatering, and Cretex
Concrete Products.
I had a nice chat with Scott
Geislinger, my host for this site
visit, as we watched his crew plug
away on a gorgeous day. He told
me about the high-tech system on
this large Cat, which sends alerts
for parts or maintenance to ensure
a quick-response by customer
service, and offers peace of mind
for the contractor in job completion.
Thanks to Scott and the crew for
allowing me to spend a gorgeous
morning with them! Nice job!

See More Photos on
the MUCA website.
24 | MUCA Underground Press

AMERICAN Amarillo
Fast-Grip Gaskets
It’s More Than Just A Color – It’s Confidence

AMERICAN-USA.COM
1-800-442-2347
EOE/Minority/Female/Veteran/Disability

Minnesota Breeze 7x4.625.indd 1

AMERICAN has been in the business of bright
ideas for over 110 years. The bright yellow Amarillo
Fast-Grip gasket is just the latest example of
a water works innovation that benefits our
customers and the public. Designed to the
same specifications as the previous generation
of Fast-Grips, the Amarillo model gives you
added confidence that you’ve selected the
proper gasket for the Fastite bell, that the gasket
seated properly during installation and that it’s
an AMERICAN product – made in America, The
Right Way.

4/13/2015 9:32:14 AM
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On the Job
Site Visit:
Q3 Contracting
Q3 Contracting has been working
with Xcel Energy to move a 6-inch
steel line from a railroad right-of-way
between Big Lake and Becker, MN.
The move is to accommodate a
second railroad track on the south
side of Highway 10 between the two
cities.
This job is 32,000 feet in length,
started on March 17, and is slated to
be finished by July 1.
The Q3 crew is quite knowledgeable
in trenching and boring. Here you
can see the bit secured to the end of
the pipe, which is ready to be pulled
through.
On the other end of the job, the
crew has just completed running a
pig through line after hydro-static
testing. They’ll now make sure
the line is dry before finishing the
connection.
My thanks to Brett Catts, Mike
Russell and the Q3 team for sharing
this great project with the MUCA
Members. Nice work!

See More Photos on
the MUCA website.
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publications Advertising form
1000 Westgate Drive, Suite 252 | St. Paul, MN 55114
Phone: (651) 735-3908 | Fax: (651) 290-2266 | info@muca.org

Fall Issue

(Artwork due September 17, 2015)

Full Page Color
Full Page B&W
1/2 Page Color
1/2 Page B&W
1/4 Page Color
1/4 Page B&W








$730
$570
$510
$390
$330
$255

Directory

(Artwork due January 15, 2016)








$1,325
$1,050
$835
$685
$445
$320

Non-members add 25% to all rates shown above.
Magazine Specs: Trim size 8.375” x 11”; Full page non-bleed 7.625” x 10.5”; Full page bleed 8.625” x 11.25”; Half page 7” x 4.685”;
Quarter page 3.375” x 4.6875”
Directory Specs: Trim size 7.25” x 10.375”; Full page non-bleed 6.625” x 9.875”; Full page bleed 7.5” x 10.625”; Half page 6.25” x
4.25”; Quarter page 3.125” x 4.25”
All art must be provided as PDF, JPG, TIFF or EPS, minimum of 300 dpi



New Ad Will be Provided



Please Run Same Ad as Previous

Company________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________ State _________________ Zip_____________________
Contact Name____________________________________________________________________________________________
Company Phone ___________________________________________ Company Fax___________________________________
Website Address__________________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address____________________________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT

 Check (made payable to MUCA)
 Mastercard
 Visa
 American Express
If paying by credit card, please fill out all information below:
Card Number___________________________________________________________________________________
Cardholder Name_______________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________ Expiration Date _______________ Security #______________________
Cardholder Signature____________________________________________________________________________
 Billing address is same as above  Billing address is:
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________________State___________ Zip____________________________
Complete form and submit with payment to MUCA:
1000 Westgate Dr. Suite 252 | St. Paul, MN 55114
Contact lauriep@ewald.com with questions
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Minnesota Utility Contractors Association

MEMBER APPLICATION

1000 Westgate Drive, Suite 252 | St. Paul, MN 55114
Phone: (651) 735-3908 | Fax: (651) 290-2266 | info@muca.org
What we do for you:

•
•
•
•

True Utility Contractors Representation
Safety and Business Training
Jeff Hanson Memorial Golf Tournament
MUCA Annual Meeting

•
•
•

Gopher State One Call Representation
Member Directory and Other Publications
Government Relations in St. Paul and D.C.

Company________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________ State _________________ Zip_____________________
Individual MUCA Representative______________________________________________________________________________
Company Phone ___________________________________________ Company Fax___________________________________
Website Address__________________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address____________________________________________________________________________________________
# of Employees _____________________________________ Specialty Area__________________________________________
Committee(s) of Interest____________________________________________________________________________________
I understand that by providing my mailing and email addresses, telephone and fax numbers, I consent to receive communications
sent by or on behalf of MUCA via mail, email, telephone or fax.

MEMBER TYPE
Contractors (volume based on overall underground work)

Sales Volume			Dues
 Under $1 Mil			
$1,200
 $1-2 Mil				
$2,100
 $2.1-5 Mil				
$3,200
 Over $5 Mil			
$3,800
 Associates
		$900
 Government/Institutions
$300

Contributions or gifts to MUCA are not tax deductible
as charitable contributions. However, they may be tax
deductible as ordinary and necessary business expenses.
7% of MUCA dues are not deductible as business expenses.
MUCA is the ONLY trade association dedicated to the
underground contracting industry –
IT’S YOUR INDUSTRY! So let’s keep digging!

PAYMENT

 Check (made payable to MUCA)
 Mastercard
 Visa
 American Express
If paying by credit card, please fill out all information below:
Card Number___________________________________________________________________________________
Cardholder Name_______________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________Expiration Date _______________ Security #_______________________
Cardholder Signature____________________________________________________________________________
 Billing address is same as above  Billing address is:
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________________State___________ Zip____________________________
Complete form and submit with payment to MUCA:
1000 Westgate Dr. Suite 252 | St. Paul, MN 55114
Contact stephaniem@muca.org with questions

(For office use only)

initials
date
CK/CC
amt. paid
bal. due

fin.

Drive Over The Competition With
Gary Carlson Equipment Rental!
Midwest’s
largest supply
of slide rail,
trench boxes,
and a complete
line of
construction
equipment now
has a second
location in Trench boxes, Slide Rail, Road Plate and
Roseville! Trench Safety Systems
Trash, Wellpoint, Submersible, and
Grout pumps
Compaction Equipment
DURA-BASE and ALTURNA Ground
Protection
Mini Excavators, Skid Steers, Track
Loaders, & Attachments
Complete Shot Blasting Systems
Generators and Light Towers
Air Compressors and Pneumatic Tools

Gary Carlson Equipment Co.
Rentals - Sales - Service - Delivery

10720 Mankato St. Blaine MN 55449 & 1380 County Rd C W, Roseville MN 55113
Phone 763.792.9123

www.Garycarlsonequip.com

Minnesota Utility Contractors Association
1000 Westgate Drive, Suite 252
St. Paul, MN 55114
Tel (651) 735-3908
info@muca.org

Thank you, 2014 Annual Meeting Sponsors!
GOLD

SILVER

EXHIBITORS

