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About NABJ
Founded by 44 men and
women on December 12, 1975,
in Washington, D.C., NABJ
is the largest organization
of journalists of color in the
nation.
The National Association of
Black Journalists (NABJ) is
an organization of journalists,
students and media-related
professionals that provides
quality programs and services
to and advocates on behalf of
black journalists worldwide.
Many of NABJ’s members also
belong to one of the dozens
of professional and student
chapters that serve black
journalists nationwide.
The NABJ Media Institute
offers quality web seminars
and hands-on professional
development, entrepreneurial
guidance, technical training
at national and regional
conferences as well as
sponsored events around the
country.
NABJ will host its next Annual
Convention and Career Fair in
Boston, MA on July 30 - August
3, 2014. Thousands of the
nation’s foremost journalists,
students, educators and media
professionals will gather
to partake in full and halfday seminars designed to
strengthen and enhance their
skills.

2

NABJ Board of Directors
PRESIDENT

Bob Butler
VICE PRESIDENT
BROADCAST

Dedrick Russell
VICE PRESIDENT
PRINT

Errin Whack
SECRETARY

Corey Dade

REGION III
DIRECTOR

Gayle Hurd
REGION IV
DIRECTOR

Vickie Thomas
REGION V
DIRECTOR

Mary Benton
REGION VI
DIRECTOR

TREASURER

Michelle
Fitzhugh-Craig

PARLIAMENTARIAN

ASSOCIATE
REPRESENTATIVE

Keith Reed
Cindy George
REGION I
DIRECTOR

Sherlon Christie
REGION II
DIRECTOR

Dawn Angelique
Roberts
STUDENT
REPRESENTATIVE

Khorri Atkinson

Lee Ivory

NABJ Staff
Executive Director
Maurice Foster, Esq.
Executive Assistant
Taylor Osborne-Smith
Finance Manager
Nathaniel Chambers
Membership
Manager
Veronique Dodson
Program Manager
Jannice Hodge

National Association of Black Journalists

Development
Manager
Harry Carter
Office
Administrator
Scott Berry
Program
Assistant
Lisa Waldschmitt
Consultant
Paul H. Brock

Dear NABJ Region I,
On behalf of the Board of Directors
of the National Association of Black
Journalists and our national staff, it
is my privilege to welcome you to the
Media Institute For Media Professionals
& Entrepreneurs “The Power of
Partnerships: Taking Your Career to
the NEXT Level” and the 2013 Region
I Conference “Topics, Training,
Transition: Preparing for Changes in
Journalism.” The workshops for these
two days of dynamic programming,
led by distinguished journalists,
entrepreneurs, and media professionals,
will give our members an opportunity to learn about the latest tools in
multimedia reporting, career transition, and becoming a better producer.
I would like to give a special thanks to Region I Director Sherlon Christie and
Associate Member Representative Dawn A. Roberts for leading this effort and
to the New York Association of Black Journalists, along with the local chapters,
and to the Associate Member Task Force for bringing NABJ to New York.
I also want to thank our host and sponsor, The Associated Press, along with
our other sponsors, Asbury Park Press, Atlantic City Alliance, Black PR Wire,
Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corp., Neighbor to Family, NBC
News, Prudential, Peniel Solutions, and Visit Oakland whose support allows
NABJ to present these programs locally.
Thank you for joining us and we hope that over the next two days these
conferences empower you to continue to strive for excellence in your work
place, inspire you to take the next step for your career advancement, or
challenge you to become an entrepreneur.
I urge you to become more involved in NABJ programming and to take
advantage of the invaluable opportunities that NABJ membership affords you. I
look forward to working with you to ensure that our NABJ continues to have a
strong voice on industry issues.
Yours in Service,

Bob Butler

President
National Association of Black Journalists

September 27 - 28, 2013 | New York, NY | www.nabj.org
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The Power of Partnerships:
Taking Your Career to the NEXT Level

The NABJ Media Institute
offers quality web seminars
and hands-on professional
development, entrepreneurial
guidance, technical training
at national and regional
conferences as well as
sponsored events around the
country.
NABJ will host its next Annual
Convention and Career Fair in
Boston, MA on July 30 - August
3, 2014. Thousands of the
nation’s foremost journalists,
students, educators and media
professionals will gather
to partake in full and halfday seminars designed to
strengthen and enhance their
skills.
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Sponsor contributions allow NABJ to provide quality programming to
journalists, media professionals, journalism students and educators all year long.
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National Association of Black Journalists

Greetings NABJ Family and Friends,
On behalf of the NABJ Board of
Directors and the Associate Member
Task Force Board, I am honored
to welcome you to the 5th Annual
NABJ Media Institute for Media
Professionals.
As the Associate Representative, I am
extremely proud to host this Media
Institute with our Associate Member
Task Force. Thank you for being here
and congratulations on taking charge
of your career!
Our theme this year is The Power of Partnerships: Taking Your Career to
the NEXT Level. This Media Institute has something for everyone. It was
designed for everyone from the person thinking about public relations
as a career choice to the person who is looking for the next opportunity
in communications. This year’s conference will feature keynote speaker,
Terrie M. Williams, and other important industry leaders. We have diverse
programming for freelance and transitioning journalists, public relations
practitioners, entrepreneurs, and students.
You will have the opportunity today to network with other journalists, public
relations professionals, and entrepreneurs in workshops that will cover topics
such as renewing and redefining career goals, partnering to get to the next
level, measuring your social media, landing projects and contracts, and more.
We are also joined by our sponsors and partners, without whom this Institute
would not be possible. Please take an opportunity to greet them and thank
them for their support.
This conference is an excellent opportunity for you to get ahead in 2014 and
beyond. We have gathered the sharpest and brightest independent journalists
and public relations professionals in the country to discuss how they were
able to turn their skills into thriving businesses.
Looking forward to a great day!
Yours in Service,

Dawn Roberts

Associate Representative
National Association of Black Journalists

September
September
27 - 27,
28, 2013 | New York, NY | www.nabj.org
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2013 NABJ MEDIA INSTITUTE FOR
MEDIA PROFESSIONALS & ENTREPRENEURS
The Power of Partnerships: Taking Your Career to the NEXT Level

#NABJMI13

8:30 a.m.		

Registration & continental breakast

9:00 a.m.		

Opening remarks

9:15 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
Meet the Executive Recruiters: 		
			
Do you have the skills to take it to
			the next Level? #RecruitMe13
Whether you’re a student trying to land that first
communications job or a seasoned professional
looking to make a change, it is important to do your
homework and find out where to focus your job
search efforts. This panel will tell you what are the hot
communications jobs and which ones to avoid, how
to be the one who gets the gig, and, most importantly,
how to make yourself indispensable once you’re on
board!
Moderator:
Dawn Angelique Roberts,
		 Managing Partner, KD 		
		
Communications Group;
		
NABJ Associate Representative
Panelist:		
Sandra Charet, President, Charet
		
& Associates
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

The Power of Partnerships #Power13
Join the leaders of local, regional, and national
organizations for a discussion about why partnerships
are so important and why partnering with others will
take you and your organization to the next level.

Moderator:
Dawn Kelly, Vice President of
		
Global Communications,
		
Prudential Financial
Panelists:
Kisha Barton, President, New York
		
Chapter, National Black Public
		
Relations Society
		 Lou Capozzi, President, Public
					
Relations Society of America
					Foundation
					Lisa Skriloff, President, 		
					
Multicultural Marketing Resources
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NABJ Media Institute for Media Professionals

11:05 a.m. – 11:45 p.m. Measuring Your Social Media: Metrics
			& Trends #Measurement13
Day to day and week to week, you are spending
more and more time and resources on Facebook,
Twitter, LinkedIn, Pinterest, and blog networks to
communicate your organization’s messages, build a
community, protect and enhance your reputation, and
drive sales and other organizational goals. This means
the pressure is on you to produce and report metrics
that prove the value of these efforts is increasing as
well. Learn how in this valuable session.
Moderator:
Darisha Miller, Public Relations/		
		
Communications Specialist, 		
		
RAM Consulting Group
Panelists:
Stacey Miller, Social Media 		
		
Manager, Vocus
		 Kellen Henry, Producer, AP Mobile
		
and Digital Products, Associated 		
		 Press
11:50 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
			
			

Keynote Session: Delivering The 		
Personal Touch: What You Really
Need to Succeed in	 Today’s Fast-paced
Business World #Personaltouch13
Introduction:
			
			

Meta Mereday, Award-winning
writer; Business consultant; 		
Diversity advocate

Keynote Speaker: Terrie Williams, Founder &
			
President of The Terrie Williams 		
			
Agency; Mental health advocate; 		
			Author of Black Pain: It Just Looks 		
			
Like We’re Not Hurting

September 27, 2013 | New York, NY | www.nabj.org
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12:30 - 1:30 p.m.
Professional development luncheon:
			
Understanding The Health Insurance
			MarketplacE #Marketplace13 			
Powered by Neighbor to Family and Peniel Soluitions
One of the key pieces of the Affordable Care Act was the creation of the Health
Insurance Marketplace, designed to make buying quality health coverage easier
and more affordable. Journalists can play a crucial role is educating their audiences
about the Marketplace.
Starting on October, 1 2013, individuals and small businesses can visit
www.healthcare.gov to shop for private health coverage. The Marketplace will
allow consumers to compare coverage options, find out if they are eligible for
financial assistance to help pay for premiums, and enroll in a health plan that
meets their needs and budget. The panel will provide attendees an opportunity
to hear directly from the Obama Administration and key stakeholders who will
explain the Marketplace and highlight resources available to journalists.
Moderator:
Kevin Lewis, White House Director of African American
		Media
Panelists:
Kemi Alli, M.D., Chief Medical Officer, Henry J. Austin
		Health Center
		
Anton J. Gunn, MSW, Director of External Affairs, U.S.
		
Department of Health and Human Services
		Janaye Ingram, Acting National Executive Director, National
		
Action Network (NAN)
		
1:40 p.m. – 2:40 p.m.
Protecting Your News, News Sources,
			
And Personal Data With a Cloud
			Cover #protecting13 			
Powered by Peniel Solutions
With the lightning advancements being made in digital media methods and news
dissemination, the problem of how do you and your news organization protect
that breaking news story until the moment of publication. And just as important,
how do we protect our news sources and contacts? Our experts are here to explain
and answer questions on their digital solutions.
Moderator:
Amanda Barrett, NYC News Editor, Associated Press
Panelists:
Kim Heard, Founder & CEO, Absolon
		James McGriff, CEO, Peniel Solutions
		Helen Fridman, Technology Director, Associated Press
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NABJ Media Institute for Media Professionals

2:50 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.
Pitch me with your Best ShoT 			
			#PitchMe13
You only have seconds to deliver a successful pitch!
This panel will give you the insight you need to make
those seconds count. Pitching skills and tools have
evolved right along with technology and social media.
So whether you’re tweeting, emailing, or calling, learn
the nuances that give your story the best chance to be
picked up in today’s media markets!
Moderator:
		

Kim Bardakian, Director of PR & 		
Partnerships, Visit Oakland

Panelists:
Jessica Cumberbatch Anderson, Lifestyle Editor, Huffington 		
		
Post Black Voices
		Melanie Eversley, Reporter, USA Today
		Jamilah Lemieux, News and Lifestyle Editor, Digital, EBONY
Darren Sands, Digital Producer and Reporter, Black 			
		Enterprise
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Success Doesn’t Happen Overnight: 		
			
A Conversation with the Mavens of 		
			Public Relations #PRMavenS13
Whether you are a self-practitioner or among the ranks
of a large PR firm, building a successful company or
climbing the corporate ladder isn’t as it looks. Find
out what it’s takes to rise through the PR trenches and
make your mark on the industry from three of today’s
top PR veterans. Discussion topics will include a
candid, yet honest, conversation on topics such as
the power of networking and mentorship; how to
define your personal brand; and insider knowledge
on navigating this highly competitive field.
Moderator:
Gabrielle Lee, Media Strategist/Account Supervisor, 			
		FleishmanHillard
Panelists:
Karen Taylor Bass, Chief Mom, The Brand New Mommy
		
Trisch L. Smith, Executive Vice President, Edelman
		Rachel Noerdlinger, President, Noerdlinger Media
		Dawn Kelly, Vice President of Global Communications, 		
		Prudential Financial
6:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Networking Reception
Hosted by the New York Association of Black Journalists
40/40 Club
6 West 25th Street
New York, NY 10010
(212) 832-4040

September 27, 2013 | New York, NY | www.nabj.org
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Neighbor To Family, Inc. is the
nation’s only child welfare
program dedicated to keeping
siblings
together
during
their stay in foster care.






Sibling groups are placed together in a single home
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2013 NABJ Region I Conference
Topics, Training and Transition:
Keeping Journalists Informed, Educated and
Prepared for the Changing Journalism World
The National Association of Black Journalists gratefully acknowledges the support
and participation of our sponsors. Without you, we would not be able to provide
services and programs to our members who help educate and broaden the world’s
understanding of critical issues.

Sponsor contributions allow NABJ to provide quality programming to
journalists, media professionals, journalism students and educators all year long.

Dear NABJ Members and Guests,
Welcome to the National
Association of Black Journalists’
(NABJ) Region I Conference
whose theme is “Topics, Training,
Transition: Preparing for Changes
in Journalism”. This one-day
program on Saturday, Sep. 28 at
the Associated Press Headquarters
in New York City will feature
industry leaders that will give you
the latest tips to help you move
your career to the next level.
We will also have a day long program devoted to becoming a
better television producer that certainly will have an impact on the
participant’s career advancement.
Our esteemed moderators and panelists will provide guidance to
journalists in an intimate environment that will help you expand
your reporting skills using technology tools; learn the dos and don’ts
on how to move up into management; and know how to use blogs
to expand career opportunities. We’ve also pulled in some successful
small business owners to discuss the entrepreneurial aspect of career
development.
I would like to give a special thanks to our sponsors for their generous
support to make this conference possible.
Also, I want to thank our speakers and conference attendees whose
interactive participation will help arm journalists with essential tools
needed during this time of transition in our industry to assure that
you will be prepared for the current changes in journalism.
Yours in Service,

Sherlon Christie
Region 1 Director
National Association of Black Journalists

September
September
27 - 28, 2013 | New York, NY | www.nabj.org
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2013 NABJ REGION I CONFERENCE

Topics, Training and Transition: Keeping Journalists Informed,
Educated and Prepared for the Changing Journalism World

#NABJRegion1

8:30 a.m. 		 REGISTRATION/ CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
9:00 a.m.		 OPENING REMARKS
9:30 a.m. – 4:45 p.m
Better producers: Do you have the 		
			skills to move up the producer ranks?
#Producers13
News directors always need strong line producers. This
day-long workshop will put current producers through
exercises that will make them better writers, managers
and producers. Topics covered include creating a
show rundown, crafting good scripts, making critical
editorial decisions and managing on-air and off-air
staff.
Moderator:
Dedrick Russell, Education Reporter, WBTV (Charlotte); 		
		
NABJ VP of Broadcast
Panelists:
Chuck Carter, Assistant News Director, WVIT-TV (Hartford)
		Camille Edwards, News Director, WABC
		Bernadine Han, Vice President of News, Time Warner Cable/		
		NY1
		William Wright, Senior News Editor, NBC News
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
			

More Than a Talking Head: How to be 		
viewed as an expert #Expert13
In a 24-hour news cycle television, radio stations,
and webcasts have to create stories based around
compelling topics, and compelling people. So how
do you become one of the people in the spotlight?
What does it take to become a “go to” guest? How
do you become more than a talking head? Hear
from individuals who have excelled at regular media
experiences discussing everything from law, politics,
and technology to entertainment.

Moderator:
Christopher Nelson, Assignment Editor, NBC News
Panelists:
Midwin Charles, Attorney and Legal Commentator
		Brandi Kellam, Booking Producer, MSNBC
		Natalie McNeal, Editor, TheFrugalista.com
		Joi-Marie McKenzie, Producer, ABC News/Editor-in-Chief, 		
		TheFabEmpire.com
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10:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. Breakout session: Getting the Scoop 		
			on Business News #Businessnews13
In this workshop, the panelists will share insider
tips on how to break into covering business news,
and once you’re there, the panelists will give you the
information you need to know to generate interesting
and competitive stories on the beat.
Moderator:
Vince Hill, Business/Finance 		
			
Editor, CBS Radio Philadelphia/ 		
			KYW Newsradio
Panelists:
Lisa Dupree, Director of Digital News Production, CNBC
		Sharon Epperson, Senior Commodities Correspondent & 		
		
Person Finance Correspondent, CNBC
		Philana Patterson, News Editor, Associated Press
		
10:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. Breakout session: Crossing the Line: 		
			
From Journalism to PR #Crossing13
Many journalists are leaving the newsroom for public
relations and communications careers. If you’re
weighing a transition, you should know it takes more
than writing a punchy press release or successfully
pitching a story. Session attendees will hear proven
strategies on landing and keeping that first job and
surviving in a competitive environment. There also
will be discussion about corporate and agency public
relations as well as going out on your own.
Moderator:
Kimberly N. Alleyne, Senior Director, Marketing and 		
		
Communications, Association for Enterprise Opportunity
Panelists:
Deirdre Childress Hopkins, Strategic Communications 		
		
Manager, Pennsylvania Convention Center
		Ava Perrine, Mass Communication Professor, Delaware State 		
		University
		Leon Tucker, Managing Partner with REALshot 			
		Communications, LLC
		Marc Willis, Public Affairs Specialist, U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, 		
		
Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives

September 28, 2013 | New York, NY | www.nabj.org
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12:00 p.m. – 12:15 p.m.

WORD FROM OUR SPONSORS

12:15 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.
Can Media Professionals Play Key
			
Roles in Helping Underserved 		
			
Communities Understand Obama Care?
			#ACA13 - Powered by Neighbor to Family and Peniel
			Soluitions
Millions of uninsured Americans will be eligible for
health coverage through exchanges that will be created
as part of the Affordable Care Act. This historic law
will change the national landscape of health and health
care delivery. But what’s the real deal? The risks? The
benefits? The challenges, especially the hurdles facing
the medically underserved? How will low-income
people be impacted in states that reject Medicaid
Expansion? Who’s eligible? Who’s not?
What do reporters, communications professionals and public advocates need to
know to tell the story as it evolves? Experts will help us unravel the confusion and
surface information that consumers need to navigate the new health insurance
terrain.
Moderator:
Mark Thomspon, Host, The Mark Thompson Show
Panelists:
Dr. Ernest Carter, Deputy Health Officer, Prince George’s
		County (Maryland)
		Pamela Gentry, Director of the Strategic Campaign 		
		
Management Group, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
		Gordon Johnson, President & CEO, Neighbor to Family
		James McGriff, CEO, Peniel Solutions
1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
breakout session: Ownership: How to
			
Start & Maintain a	 Successful 		
			Business #Owner13		
So, you’ve wanted to start your own business but didn’t
know what steps to take?
Get those answers from experts who’ve started and
maintained successful businesses over a number of
years. Hear how to generate revenue, gain expertise
in marketing strategy, financial growth planning and
online business models.
Moderator:
Panelist:		

16

John Childress, President, Childress Business Consulting
D. Bernard Webster, President, Vanguarde Consulting Group

NABJ Region 1 Conference

1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Breakout session: on the Management 		
			Track #management13
After years of being on the front lines as a reporter or
a producer, how do you elevate your career, where do
you move, what do you do? Is a career in management
the natural next step? Hear from individuals who have
moved up the ranks and become middle managers,
and executives. What skills should you acquire if you
want to be a manager? How do you become a ‘good
manager’ who is seen as a natural leader, is universally
viewed as firm but fair, but who draws out the best in
people?
Moderator:
Christopher Nelson, Assignment Editor, NBC News
Panelists:
William Wright, Senior News Editor, NBC News
		Wendy Wilson, News Editor, Essence Magazine
		Renee Washington, Executive Producer, WABC-TV
2:45 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.
			

Grow Your Audience with Google and
Authorship in Search #Google13
This workshop is an overview of how to use Google+
and Google’s Authorship in Search to help your
audience discover your content across the web,
including Google Search, Google News, YouTube, and
more. Also, this workshop will include an introduction
to Google+ Hangouts and Hangouts On Air to create
social video to supplement your voice anywhere on the
web.

Panelist: Sally Simms, Google+ Media Partnerships 		
				Manager, Google
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Breakout Session: Tools to Help You 		
			
Tap Into Your Inner JournoGeek
			#Geek13
Are you looking to up your game on the digital
journalism front? Then join a self-described journogeek
and a fellow techie for this interactive session showing
off their favorite tech tools. After demonstrations,
participants are encouraged to tap their inner
journogeek and share other techtools. Please bring
your smartphone, tablet and laptop! We guarantee that
after this session, you’ll have at least three tools you can
use when you walk back into your newsrooms.
Moderator:
Kiratiana Freelon, Co-chair of NABJ’s Digital Journalism Task
		Force
Panelist: 		
Benet Wilson, Social Media/Newsletter Editor, Aircraft 		
		
Owners and Pilots Association

September 28, 2013 | New York, NY | www.nabj.org
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4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Breakout Session: Making a Living 		
			Outside Traditional Mediums
			#Freelance13		
There has been a long standing tradition of writers
creating their own opportunities. Blogs have become
one of these go to mediums of expansion. How do
writers go from being just another scribe on the web to
an enterprise? Creative individuals that have become
experts at this will discuss how they’ve navigated
the world of freelancing and how it can lead to
entrepreneurship.
Moderator:
Patrick Riley, Freelance Producer/ Writer
Panelists:
Roy Paul, Political commentator & contributor
		
Mark A. Thomas, MIT Sloan Fellow; Former Director, City 		
		Limits
		
Trenae V. Nuri, Multimedia Reporter, The Philadelphia 		
		Tribune and The South Jersey Journal
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NABJ 2014 Convention & Career Fair
John B. Hynes Veterans Memorial
Convention Center

July 30 - August 3, 2014

Upcoming NABJ events
MEdia Institute on Health - California
San Francisco State University
San Francisco, CA
November 2, 2013

NABJ Hall of Fame
The Newseum
Washington, DC
January 16, 2014

Media Institute on Energy
March 2014

Media Institute on Health
Kaiser Family Foundation
Washington, DC
April 2014

NABJ Convention & CAreer Fair
Hynes Convention Center
Boston, MA
July 30 - August 3, 2014

1100 Knight Hall, Suite 3100
College Park, MD 20742
Tel (301) 405-0248 Fax (301) 314-1714
www.NABJ.org
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