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 We are living in a period where the presidency of the United States is a 
growing embarrassment to all Americans as the world watches daily the insane 
tweets, lies, nonsensical proposed legislation and attempts to undo everything 
put into place by the Obama administration.  That includes repealing     
Obamacare with no viable replacement, removing support for Planned 
Parenthood, destroying public education, rolling back Obama-era plans to make 
repayment of college loans easier.  Ben Carson says, òDonõt make housing too 
cozy for the poor,ó as he works to destroy public housing. The LGBT rights 
and climate change pages were taken down immediately after the inauguration in 
January and refused to acknowledge June as LGBT Pride month. In the face of 
documentation that confirms global warming, the President claims there is no 
truth to global warming and plans to revive the coal industry that kills coal mine 
workers.  Through Jeff Sessions, who has been defamed by him, they vow to 
bring back òlaw and orderó to  tighten the War on Drugs by providing harsher 
sentences for non-violent crimes with the òthree strikes youõre outó mandate. 
The only candidate to vow not to undo Medicare, Social Security and Medicaid 
is  dismantling Medicare, while allocating $12 million to opioid prevention, a 
reported òcrisisó in the suburbs and the rust belt. 
  

(Continued on page 2) 
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 This President seemingly loves to sign his name and hold it up to the cameras.  Heôs signed 
over 100 executive actions and 39 executive orders (presidents are required to count and publish 
executive orders but are not obligated to release other executive actions, like memoranda DT 28 or 
proclamations DT 30, as of April 2017). Click here for a full list of executive orders signed from 
January 20 to July 11, 2017, and click here to see who they will affect.  Whatôs clear is that this 
President has a staffer whose job is to research executive orders made by previous Democratic  
presidents, with special attention to those of President Barack Obama, and revoke each and every 
one of them. President Obama issued 277 executive orders during his two terms, an average of 35 
per year.  In comparison, this President signed 32 in his first 100 days. 
 What manner of man is this?  One who blatantly boasts about grabbing crotches, openly lies, 
constantly changes his stories, refuses to release his tax returns, and uses Twitter each and every 
day to bully and to lie with impunity. 
 
What is there for us to do??? 
 
While the press focuses on collusion with Russia ï and itôs real that thereôs much more than smoke 
there than meets the eyesï the roof, the roof, the roof is on fire.  You know the rest.  As activists for 
social justice and social change, we must go into action.  We cannot be silent.  Silence means     
confirmation, acceptance and complicity with the oppressor. 
 
ñThe hottest place in Hell is reserved for those who remain neutral in times of great moral conflict.ò 
ï Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
The Call to Activism 
 
What are we to do? 
1. Surround yourself with those on the same mission.  ñI am because We are.ò 
2. Establish a Social Action agenda. 
3. Download Party of Lincoln app for detailed information of all things political. 
4. Sign petitions. 
5. Blow up the House and Senate phone lines.  Congressional Switchboard (202) 224.3121.    
Click here for another site with detailed congressional and White House contact information. 

6. Establish alliances with local community organizations that are fighting for justice. 
7. Plan now for voter registration, voter education, voter transportation and anti-voter suppression 
activity. 

8. Stand up and speak out on injustice in your local area. 
9. Donate to social justice efforts such as Mawuli Davisô Coalition for Justice and Police           
Accountability. 

10. Read about what Houston ABSW is doing, and donate to Maravi Mooreôs case.  
11. Donate to your HBCU. 
12. Intensify Buy Black efforts in your chapter and your community.  Hereôs a new Black Business 
App to add to the links provided in previous President reports on the Around the Way app, 
Where U app, Black Trade Lines app and http://www.letsbuyblack365.com/.  Google for others.  
The list is steadily growing.  STOP CONSCIOUSLY BUILDING COMMUNITIES OTHER 
THAN YOUR OWN!  STOP PAYING FOR YOUR OWN DEMISE!  

           (Continued on page 3) 
 
 

http://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/here-s-full-list-donald-trump-s-executive-orders-n720796
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/pggbpz/all-the-laws-and-executive-orders-trump-has-signed-so-far
http://blog.siriusxm.com/2016/05/19/karen-hunter-channels-party-of-lincoln-with-fact-checker-voter-registration-app/
http://www.americantrails.org/resources/feds/FEDcontactCongress.html
https://www.gofundme.com/justiceforjessiemurray
https://www.gofundme.com/justiceforjessiemurray
http://www.finalcall.com/artman/publish/National_News_2/article_103660.shtml#.WTAx7oi5O2d.email
https://www.gofundme.com/justiceiscustody
http://www.connect2black.com/
http://www.connect2black.com/
http://www.letsbuyblack365.com/
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14.  Check out Karen Hunter karenhuntershow.com, (siriusxm, channel 126, 3-6 
pm) and on Twitter (@karenhunter) on #PowerMoneyRespect and 
#wellness #wealth #wisdom. 
15.  Check out Boyce Watkinsô blogs on Black Financial Empowerment. 
 
Many of our chapters are involved in social action and advocacy in their         
communities.  I applaud them for not being stagnant and encourage all chapters, 
members and friends to DO SOMETHING!  You cannot stand idly by and ask 
what is NABSW doing.  You are NABSW. We are NABSW.  DO SOMETHING 
or accept that you have willingly handed over your fate to the oppressor. 
 
It is not up to someone else in another community to do something for us.  It is up 
to us to do something for ourselves.   
 
Who, if not us? 
 

The power for change and empowerment is in our hands. 

Let the Circle Be Unbroken. 
 

 

J Toni Oliver, National President 
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Lisa McLendon, 
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Spiritual Awakening 
òMEDITATION ON HOPE AND LOVE IN A TIME OF STRUGGLEó 

By Alice Anacheka-Nasemann 

 
In a world so filled with brokenness and sorrow 

It would be easy to lose ourselves in never ending grief. 
To be choked by our outraged 

To be paralyzed by the enormity of suffering, 
To feel our hearts squeeze tight with hopelessness. 

 

Instead, let us simply breathe together as we hold our hearts open. 
Breathing in, as our hearts fill compassion 

Breathing out, as we pray for healing in our world and our lives. 
Breathing in, opening ourselves to the transforming power of love 
Breathing out, as we pray for peace in our world and in our lives. 

Breathing in, as we hold hope in our hearts 
Breathing out, as we pray for justice in our world and in our lives. 

 

May we know our strength 
May we be filled with courage 

May our love flow from us into this world. 
 

Breathing in, we are the prayer 
Breathing out, we are the healing 
Breathing in, we are love 

Breathing out, we are the peace 
Breathing in, we are the hope 
Breathing out, we are the justice 

 

May we know our strength 
May we be filled with courage 

May our love flow from us into this world. 
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National Association of Black Social Workers, Inc. 
NABSW 

 
NABSW statement on the recent events in Charlottesville, VA 

8/15/17 
 
 
The National Association of Black Social Workers, Inc., comprised of people of African ancestry, is       
committed to enhancing the quality of life and empowering people of African ancestry through advocacy, 
human services delivery, and research. 
 
The National Association of Black Social Workers, Inc. will work to create a world in which people of     
African ancestry will live free from racial intimidation and domination, economic exploitation, and cultural 
oppression. 
 
NABSW deplores the actions of white supremacist groups in their display of racial, sexist, and anti-Semitic 
hatred toward people in America, especially those people of African descent. 
In America today, African-Americans have been targets of systemic injustices, economic disempowerment 
and institutional racism.  Throughout the history of these United States of America, government policies and 
practices has enabled attacks on Black people, as well as attacks on others who are stereotyped and          
marginalized by the government. The ability for African-Americans to exercise their constitutional rights has 
always been comprised, as we are aware that African-Americans were not given the protections in the      
constitution/declaration of independence of the newly formed USA in 1776. 
 
The actions demonstrated by white supremacist groups in Charlottesville, VA. is reminiscent of behaviors 
that resulted in over 3000 African-Americans being lynched in America, vibrant Black communities being 
attacked by white mobs, and instances of state sanctioned support while unarmed Blacks are murdered. As 
the ñleadersò of the country ask for peace, love and a ñcoming  togetherò of all Americans, the reality for Af-
rican-Americans is a high unemployment rate, disparities in the criminal justice system, poor educational 
options/opportunities and continued attacks on their communities.  
 
What was witnessed in Charlottesville, VA, as well as in many cities and towns across America has always 
been a part of this country, embroiled in its history.  Most recently it has been exacerbated by a ñPresidentò 
who after waiting two days, reluctantly ñdenounced,ò by name, the ñKKKô, neo Nazis, white supremacists 
and other hate groups.ò These statements came while at the same time Trump embraces Steve Bannon,        
ex-executive chairman of Breitbart who turned the right-wing news site into the platform of the so-called alt-
right. According to NPR, before joining Trump's inner circle during the 2016 campaign, Bannon was the 
head of Breitbart News, a far-right media outlet that has promoted conspiracy theories and is a platform for 
the alt-right movement, which espouses white nationalism. Bannon, a supporter of white supremacist and 
racial bigotry, became Trumpôs campaign manager and later his Chief White House Strategist  . In addition, 
Sebastian Gorka, a person who has ties to anti-Semitic, right wing groups in Hungary, was hired by  Trump 
as a his Deputy Assistant..  You canôt denounce the people you embrace.  Perhaps thatôs why Trump doubled 
down the very next day to uphold white supremacists protestors in Charlottesville as ñvery fine people.ò  
 
The current political landscape, at all levels of government, has created a dialogue that decriminalizes people 
of color, encourages race baiting and blaming, and only serves to normalize the tone and actions of racial, 
religious, and gender hatred.  
 
 
           (continued on page 6) 
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NABSW asks that the white supremacist groups be labeled by the Department of Justice as terrorist          
organizations, acting to restrict the constitutional rights of others, and that all of their funds be seized.  

NABSW unequivocally rejects any legislation that would authorize the use of a vehicle to hurt protesters 
without criminal liability as proposed by five State General Assemblies. 

NABSW relates the historical trauma that African-Americans have experienced through the atrocities of    
individuals in America as well as government sanctioned policies that has contributed to the conditions of 
their communities. We reject this continued assault upon our communities and call for unity to fight against 
those entities by any means necessary. 

NABSW is committed to working with individuals, organizations and advocacy groups that share its mission 
statement and desire to address racism. NABSW remains dedicated to educating people on the history of  
racism in America in pursuit of a meaningful and honest discussion, as well as offering solution oriented  
objectives in eradicating the mistreatment of people of African descent. 

  

Kenneth Green, Co-Chair, NABSW National Relations Committee 

Toni Oliver, President, NABSW 

 

President Oliver  can be contacted at president@nabsw.org 

 

 

 

 

 

#alutacontinua  

(the struggle continues)  
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Greater Detroit Association of Black Social 

Workers Hosts National Steering Committee 

Meeting in July 2017 
 In our 50th year, Greater Detroit Association of Black Social Workers, Inc. graciously    
hosted the National Steering Committee Meeting at the Doubletree Hotel. Visiting SCM attendees 

from across the country joined Michigan ABSW members, host chapter members, and potential 
members enthusiastically reported enjoyment at the full slate of activities which commenced on 
Wednesday, July 19th and continued through Sunday, July 23rd.  In addition to many GDABSW 
members who were either past NABSW officers or in leadership, during the SCM pioneers, past 

presidents and officers were in attendance. Additionally, many Michigan ABSW officers and   
members, past and current, were present.  

 On Wednesday, Michigan ABSW President, Anthony Harris, hosted a very well attended 
meet and greet at Starterôs Restaurant for local and visiting SCM attendees celebrating July       

birthdays. The next evening, Thursday, attendees were privy to a Special SCM Invitation Sale by 
Cheikh and Brenda Mback® at their store, Sankofa Arts. Attendees ñshopped ótil they droppedò on 
50% off deals or authentic African art, antiques, artifacts, and attire. Some folks who missed the sale 

arranged later special shopping trips. After leaving Sankofa Arts, there was a caravan trip to Sweet 
Magnolias soul food restaurant (ask someone who was present about the adventure).  As the       
temperature outside rose on Friday, GDABSW hiked it even higher that evening with its 2017       

ongoing 50th Anniversary Celebration in the form of an ñOld School, Back in the Dayò get-together 
held at Cheikh and Brendaôs Cumberland Village Clubhouse.  Once GDABSW President, Kevin J. 
Bryant, greeted the crowd it was on and popping as folks engaged in Bid Whist, Spades, music, fun, 

and friends. Unfortunately, a person from L.A.  (who shall remain nameless) was snapped catching 
some zzzôs despite all the festivities. A Big shout out to the GDABSW SCM planning team and  
volunteer crew (Anthony Harris, Geri LeFleur, Myrtle Ferrand, Kevin J. Bryant, Alyssa Burke,  

Bertha Payne Mathies, and Brigitte R. Hall) who helped with transportation and worked hard all 
evening serving a menu of roasted and fried chicken, catfish, perch, shrimp, mac and cheese,      
spaghetti, salad (garden and pasta), banana pudding, and GDABSWôs anniversary cake and cup-

cakes. Drawings were held throughout the night with about 20 winners receiving a GDABSW 
ñPreserving Familiesò coffee mug.  
 Despite the Friday get-together ending around 2:00 AM, folks were on time Saturday   
morning for the 9th Annual Dorothy I. Height ñPreserving the Legacyò Breakfast Symposium, but 

were unaware of the treat that awaited them from the Breakfast Symposium speaker. As Cheikh           
introduced his longtime friend and colleague, Dorothy Heightôs nephew, Dan Aldridge Jr.           
proceeded to mesmerize attendees with personal stories, anecdotes, historical knowledge, little-

known facts and details of his auntôs life,                                                               (continued on page 8) 
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and his first-hand knowledge about Detroit, the 1967 Rebellion and Algiers Motel incident, the  
Harlem Renaissance, and the Civil Rights Movement. He also made available specially priced, 
signed copies for SCM attendees of ñBlack Detroit: A Peopleôs History of Self-Determinationò  
written by another Detroit icon, author, Herb Boyd.   
 
 The Greater Detroit Association extends kudos and appreciation to Michigan ABSW, and 
Black Family Development, Inc. CEO Alice G. Thompson for their SCM sponsorship and financial 
contributions. As a 1978 outgrowth of the then Detroit ABSW chapter, BFDI was well represented 
by 10 staff members attending the Breakfast Symposium. Thanks to everyone who attended the July 
SCM and took part in celebrating GDABSWôs 50th year which began amid the 1960's turbulence 
and revolutionary spirit sweeping the United States. On Thursday, May 11, 1967, 65 Black male 
social workers from throughout the city met at the Kappa House located near downtown Detroit. 
Those men would later be joined in ranks by female Black social workers. Determination to effect 
change, coupled with events at the National Conference on Social Welfare in San Francisco, would 
give rise to the Detroit Association of Black Social Workers, and later the Greater Detroit            
Association of Black Social Workers in 1990. 
 
Cheikh Ahmadou Banba Mbacke, Ph.D., (ABD), ACSW 
President and CEO 
Ujima Consortium International - Since 1984 
www.ujimaconsortiuminc.com 
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July Steering Committee Meeting 


