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A PASSION FOR BEER AND A 504 LOAN e LT have

Ron Gamble, a U.S. Navy veteran and Founder & Brewmaster of Vet- Supported
erans United Craft Brewery. Gamble was a naval flight officer sta-  |e==
tioned in Jacksonville, Florida, and was deployed to Irag in 1991. ~ | .- 87 ! 817
Following his military service, Ron’s wife, Sheryl, presented him with jObS In
a gift-wrapped box containing a bucket, funnel, tubing and various - the FL
other odd-looking components. It was a simple beer-making Kkit.
With a few carefully chosen ingredients, the possibilities for experi- 5 St |
menting with this new homebrewing hobby were endless. A hobby e N |
turned into a passion and eventually a full-fledged career path. Ron - $5-3 billion in
attended rigorous training at the Siebel Institute and managed sev- financing to help
eral brewhouses and cellar operations in the New England area. Fl small
Shortly thereafter, the Gamble’s packed up their now expanded
P homebrewing system and headed back home to Jacksonville. There,
4 Ron organized a group of military veterans who shared his enthusi-
:;] asm for brewing to form Veterans United Craft Brewery. With the
3 help of an SBA 504 loan and Florida First Capital Finance Corpora-
tion, major brewing equipment, furniture and fixtures were pur-
chased to begin operations. With Gamble’s staff primarily comprised
of military veterans, it’s fitting the beer is emblazoned with patriotic

i |.
Ml branding, like the Raging Blonde Ale with World War Il icon Rosie the @‘ ﬁ 'm‘

1 Riveter on the label. With Ron at the helm as brew master, and a %
team of committed staff and volunteers, the company is focused on : .
achieving the goal of becoming one of the finest craft breweries in ol b h
the region.
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have benefited from program B

CDGCs THAT SErRVE FL TTusvlt/e'ﬁ Hom: Sﬁ?geé In(t:
Florida Business Dev. Co. ruc vweliness rcd enter

Florida First Capital Blueberry’s Restaurant
Independent Development D1 Traning of Lakewood Ranch

Services Corp. | ” | Ah |
Sunshine State Economic Source: U.S. Small Business Administration
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The SBA 504 loan provided funding for the acquisition and expansion of the
headquarters and manufacturing facility of IRISS, Inc. IRISS is the global leader in
manufacturing of Electrical Maintenance Safety Devices and Reliability Technologies.
The patented, award winning Electrical Inspection Windows allow for a safer, more
efficient inspection process and are fully customizable to fit industrial needs. The
Wireless Temperature Monitoring and Intelligent Asset Management systems allow
for increased monitoring of critical assets, allowing companies to accomplish more
with less. Additionally, IRISS offers a world-class training program through their
SMART academy, that provides certification to technicians in an online format. IRISS
products are in use around the world. With help from IDS Corporation and the SBA
504 loan to acquire their production facility and headquarters, IRISS provided a
stable base for their over 30 U.S. based employees and set the stage for future

growth.
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” 30 Jobs Created/Retained $ 2,653,000
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