


JOIN US
The University of North Dakota is proud to host the 2018 National 
Association of Educational Procurement (NAEP) Great Plains Regional 
Meeting.

The conference will be held September 16-19, 2018 in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota at the Minneapolis Marriott, City Center.

Conference attendees include those responsible for procurement and 
related activities at higher education institutions located in Iowa, Kansas, 
Missouri, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota.



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
TENTATIVE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH
5:30 – 7:30pm Registration
5:00 – 5:30pm New Attendee Orientation 

(NAEP Members Only)
5:30 – 7:30pm Welcome Reception with 

Announcements @ 6pm

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH

7:30 – 8:30 Breakfast
8:30 – 10:00 Welcome & Opening Keynote
10:15– 11:15 Breakout Sessions 
11:30 – 12:30 Breakout Sessions 
12:30 – 1:30 Lunch
1:30 – 4:00 Vendor Fair 
4:00 – 5:00 Auction Item Check in
5:00 – 7:00 Scholarship Auction & 

Appetizers

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH
7:30 – 8:30 Breakfast
8:30 – 9:30 Breakout Sessions 
9:45 – 10:45 Supplier Panel 
11:00 – 12:00 Breakout Sessions 
12:00 – 1:00 Lunch with NAEP and E&I Updates
1:00 – 2:00 Business Meeting 

(NAEP Members Only)
2:15 – 3:15 Co-op Update
3:30 – 4:30 Co-op Panel
5:30 – 8:30 Scavenger Hunt

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH
7:00 – 8:00 Breakfast
8:00 – 9:30 Closing Keynote
9:45 – 10:45 Breakout Sessions 
11:00 – 12:00 Breakout Sessions



OPENING KEYNOTE 
SPEAKER Rik Roberts

THE MAYBERRY METHOD: A fun motivational talk designed to illustrate specific ways 
to increase productivity.

Rik Roberts began his speaking career in 1992 as a Stand-Up Comedian in Columbus, OH. He also toured 
the country as part of the improvisational comedy troupe "Midwest Comedy Tool & Die". This 
Background, along with his degree in communications from Bethany College, paved the way for his 
motivational speaking. 

Imagine your surprise when Rik enters the room, blowing a whistle, in the character of America’s 
Favorite Deputy, Barney Fife. Next, he pulls out a few “citations” that he has written about some of the 
attendees. The group belly laughs as the “harmless offenses” are revealed. Once engaged, Rik steps out 
of character and talks about: 

1. Increasing productivity by eliminating distraction.
2. Managing time more effectively. 
3. Setting clearer goals.

Laughter, tied to a fact or story, makes an impact and improves retention of the message. Rik makes a 
point to make every message as fun as it is informative.



CLOSING KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Larry Johnson

STRAIGHT TALK: Communicating With Honesty & Integrity

Larry Johnson is a well-known business speaker and author. For twenty years, he has helped 
organizations build more productive and profitable working cultures through the development of strong 
leaders and dedicated employees. 

Let’s face it. Straight, honest, no nonsense communication in organizations today is more rare than 
common. Whether it’s fear of reprisal, natural timidity, or not wanting to hurt someone’s feelings, many 
of us avoid telling the truth when the truth needs to be told. The same applies to many of those who 
work for us.

In this dynamic, fast-moving and delightfully humorous presentation, Larry shows you how to enhance 
your leadership skills by establishing a new standard of communication – a standard that encourages 
honest and candid discussions, frank expression of opinions, and healthy debate. A standard that does 
not mince words, insists on accountability, respects the dignity of others and is guided by a clear sense 
of ethics.



BREAKOUT SESSIONS
• What do you have in your wallet?: Basic traits that are needed in the Professional Procurement world to help you 

succeed.
• Taking your program to the next level: Provide a framework on how to integrate supplier diversity philosophies into 

every day procurement activities.
• Spend Analysis Reporting, Massaging raw data into valuable information : Ways to make data more useful for 

analysts and business users
• Uniform Guidance: How are Universities handling the new guidelines?  
• Prepaid debit card program: A new prepaid debit card program for research participants recently launched across 

the University of Minnesota provides research teams a faster, safer way to pay and reimburse study participants.
• Sustainability: If we all make active decisions to change the little things, we are one step closer to conserving our 

natural resources and ensuring a healthier, more equal, and sustainable life for all.
• Growing your eProcurement tool: 
• Best Practice for e-commerce / punch out systems: Roundtable discussion to share experiences
• Cooperative Purchasing Panel: Learn more about cooperative panels from the experts. Topics include, how to choose 

a coop, new trends in commodities, benchmarking against other GPO’s and the solicitation process.
• Supplier Panel: Insight to the obstacles suppliers face during the bid process, potential new ways to do business in 

the public sector, specific commodity hurdles.
• Amazon:
• MindXChange: Opportunity to collaborate with other Members in a series of topic-specific, facilitated discussions in 

key areas of concern to educational procurement. Join our topic specialists in a series of active discussions that will 
provide feedback to your current issues and challenges. 



REGISTRATION & 
ACCOMODATIONS
REGISTRATION Click here to register.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE Click here to apply.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS Minneapolis Marriott City Center.  Click 
here to book.

QUESTIONS? Contact Anna Leddige at Anna.Leddige@UND.edu

https://www.naepnet.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?alias=2018GPMeet
https://www.naepnet.org/page/GrtPlns_Schl
https://book.passkey.com/e/49655471
mailto:Anna.Leddige@UND.edu

