
AABA Stands in Solidarity with the Black Community and Calls for Police Accountability and 
Reform 
  
The Asian American Bar Association of the Greater Bay Area (AABA) stands in solidarity with the 
Black community in seeking justice for George Floyd and demanding police accountability and 
reform. How many more names do we need to add to the list of individuals killed by police before we 
finally say, “Enough”? We cannot stand by for another injustice that divides and destroys our allies in 
their communities and not take action. 
  
There are no words that can adequately express the feelings of helplessness, anger, heartbreak, 
and sorrow that our country has felt watching these injustices. The actions of those police officers, 
including an Asian American police officer, during Mr. Floyd’s killing served as a stark reminder that 
we have not done nearly enough as a community to address the bias that lives in all of us. We must 
reflect on the impact of our inaction in the fight for racial justice. 
  
The answer for AABA must be action. As an organization, we must commit ourselves to creating a 
more just and equitable community for all – free from police violence, white supremacy, bias, and 
hate. “Our shared Asian American history, including oppression under white supremacy and 
historical fellowship with the Black community organizing for civil rights, demands that we rise to this 
moment, that we learn from the struggles our forefathers, and stand alongside the Black community 
until we all have the freedom to live free from hate and discrimination,” declares AABA President 
John Hamasaki. 
  
Today, AABA announces the formation of our Racial Justice Task Force dedicated to working 
together with our communities and allies to achieve these goals, including supporting police reform, 
promoting restorative justice, rechanneling resources from expensive and retributive criminal justice 
to equitable investments in health and education, and rebuilding trust between law enforcement and 
communities of color. We look forward to a brighter future for all when we break the vicious cycle of 
systemic racism, and recognize that it will only be through collaboration and compassion that it can 
be realized. 


