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President's Message
2

Aloha Kākou,
 
Before law school, I studied German literature—and was taken with Franz Kafka in
particular.  Some things carried over into the practice of law.  For example, the absurd
ordeal of K., the protagonist in The Trial, was a useful preparation for becoming a public
defender.  And I have long remembered something Kafka said, in a conversation with
his friend and editor Max Brod: “There is an infinite amount of hope, but not for us.”
 
I’ve been thinking lately about why I find something in that bleak phrase to be oddly
inspiring.
 
I was driving a carpool some weeks ago and asked my son’s classmate what other
schools their baseball team played against.  He mentioned two or three, but the one
school name that stuck out was Korematsu—Fred T. Korematsu Middle School—named
after one man’s long and lonely fight for what was right.
 
Fred Korematsu was all too well acquainted with hope of the “not for us” variety.  During
World War II, almost no one spoke up for those who were suffering, and folks didn’t talk
about it much afterward, either.  Fred Korematsu’s resolve to resist the injustice of
mass incarceration of Japanese Americans not only brought him a wrongful conviction
in 1942, but also alienated him from his own community, and he lived in quiet isolation
for decades. 
 
It wasn’t until 1983, when Dale Minami, Don Tamaki and others helped overturn
Korematsu’s 40-year-old conviction, that the shame of the U.S. government’s wrongful
acts began to be lifted from the community.  It was several more years before the State
issued a formal apology and paid reparations.  And it was not until the summer of 2018
—74 years after Korematsu v. United States was wrongly decided—that the Supreme
Court expressly overruled its own ignominious precedent, only to uphold the equally
unjust Muslim ban.
 
Today, the injustices continue to mount, and we continue to raise our voices—against
the mistreatment of Muslims, migrants and others.  This past week alone, we saw
vulnerable children detained in squalid and unsafe conditions at the border, being made
to care for infants and each other while deprived of basic necessities.  But we also saw
Nisei Japanese Americans, some of whom were born into incarceration during World
War II, assemble with others at Oklahoma’s Fort Sill and elsewhere.  They organized to
speak out in protest against the former internment camp’s proposed use as a
detainment center for migrant children.  They gathered not just to remember the past,
but also to urge us to consider how we tend to our present and future.



And maybe that’s the point—and why I’m inspired by that phrase, “hope, but not for us.”  Hope,
like justice, has never been about just us, but is for the entire greater community, for all rather
than for just some.  And like the moral arc of the universe, it is long—which is all the more
reason for us to act now.
 
It is in this spirit that NAPABA opposed the addition of the citizenship question to the 2020
Census—so that everyone shall be counted in the next decade, and so that immigrant
communities and people of color will be represented at every level of government.  We are
proud of this work, and of our other collaborations in the interests of this greater community to
which we belong. 
 
To those that blazed the trail, often in isolation and at considerable personal cost, we
recognize and thank you again for your vision and perseverance.  And to those adding your
voices to our common cause, we thank you also.
 
Imua!
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NAPABA President Daniel Sakaguchi at the 2019 NAPABA Lobby Day in Washington, D.C.



Our New
Look,

Your New
Experience.

On June 13,  we launched our
new website. Learn more about
the new NAPABA experience at

www.napaba.org.

4



NAPABA Update | 2019 Lobby Day
#NAPABAontheHill: NAPABA Members Make a Difference in D.C.

During Asian Pacific American Heritage Month (APAHM) in May, Asian Pacific American
attorneys from around the country met with close to 120 Congressional offices of during
the annual NAPABA Lobby Day. They shared the importance of reforming and protecting
Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) program; spoke out against family detention,
separation, and attempts to demonize immigrants; discussed the importance of diversity
on the bench; and urged Congress to recognize Asian Pacific American history, including
honoring the Chinese railroad workers who built the transcontinental railroad and
awarding Fred Korematsu with the Congressional Gold Medal.
 
NAPABA members and friends came together for an evening reception in the Kennedy
Caucus Room to celebrate the achievements of Asian Pacific American attorneys and our
community. Senator Mazie K. Hirono (D-HI) served as our reception's honorary chair and
was joined by Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus Chairwoman Representative
Judy Chu (CA-27), as well as many United States Representatives who delivered powerful
messages of unity. Visit www.napaba.org to view pictures and learn more.
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https://www.napaba.org/page/past_lobby_days


Committee Updates
Join Our Committees Today!

NAPABA members are diverse -- with different backgrounds, professional paths, and
personal interests. Through NAPABA's affinity networks, substantive law committees and
service activities, Asian Pacific American attorneys build their skills, expand their practice,
and give back to their community. 
 
Whether you're a new or a long-time supporter of NAPABA and its programs, we invite you
to reacquaint yourself with NAPABA's committees and see if there are any committees that
you would like to join and learn more about. 
 
For more information about and to join committees and networks, please visit our
Membership page on napaba.org.
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https://www.napaba.org/page/CommsNets


Committee Updates

SUBSTANTIVE COMMITTEES AFFINITY NETWORKS

SERVICE COMMITTEES
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Committee Updates | Substantive Law
Civil Rights Committee
We offered insight and substantive points for NAPABA staff as they formulated comments
in response to the public briefing held by the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights entitled "Are
Rights a Reality? Evaluating Federal Civil Rights Enforcement." 
 
We discussed how to communicate NAPABA values on civil rights in more narrative forms,
such as strategically placed op-eds.  During the meeting, we posed whether the Committee
could work with the affiliates to participate in a narrative campaign promoting NAPABA
values in the face of the actions from Washington.
 
We also emphasized the importance of spreading the word with the affiliates regarding
NAPABA’s response to the public charge proposal.  The administration is seeking to
broaden the definition of the term "public charge," which--if enacted--would likely allow the
government to deny admission to more immigrants seeking to come to the United States.   
 
The Committee offered input to NAPABA on upcoming CLE selections for the Convention. 
 We also strategized with NAPABA staff and the Amicus Committee on next steps
regarding the Harvard affirmative action case.

Dispute Resolution Committee
The role of the Dispute Resolution Committee is to provide continuing education, career
development, networking and mentoring opportunities to the current and future NAPABA
membership who are dispute resolution professionals. We also want to increase business
development opportunities for dispute resolution professionals by partnering with other
committees who regularly use dispute resolution.
 
This Committee is in its second year.  We had a committee conference call where we
discussed panel submissions for the national convention.   
 
We also discussed recent outreach efforts from the Office of the Independent Administrator
(OIA) of Kaiser Permanente Health Plan, which administers arbitrations between Kaiser and
plan participants, regarding the OIA’s efforts to find diverse neutrals for its arbitration panel.  
Based on these discussions, we have posted an announcement in the Sidebar and to our
committee members soliciting applications for the OIA arbitrator panel.
 
Committee Co-Chair Phillip Cha also attended the ABA Dispute Resolution Section to
explore potential collaboration between the ABA and NAPABA.

9
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Committee Updates | Substantive Law
9

Entertainment Law Committee
Our Committee sponsored the following panel proposal for the 2019 NAPABA Annual
Convention: “Digital Media for Children – A Minor Problem” (Program Chair:  Yan Perng,
Senior Corporate Counsel, NCSOFT West). 
 
Our committee is sponsoring the "New Developments in Digital Music" webinar to take
place in later in 2019. We are planning local CLE and networking events in Los Angeles to
take advantage of the growing number of NAPABA members in the Los Angeles
entertainment bar.  We hope these events will include separate networking events with
Netflixand with CJ Entertainment America.

Health Law Committee
We scheduled quarterly calls for 2019. Our first call was held for members of the health law
Committee on March 21. We presented a substantive topic: an overview of themes from the
2019 SXSW Festival that pertain to health and medical technology. We also continued to
solicit feedback from participants about the future structure and activities of the health law
committee. We also refreshed participants on the history and rationale for creating the new
committee, how to get involved, and ideas for the 2018-2019 NAPABA year.

Immigration Law Committee
The Immigration Law Committee has distributed a survey to Committee members. We have
also been planning 2019 NAPABA Convention events and a potential panel.  We also
conducted a “Membership Spotlight” Webinar. 
 
For 2019, our goals are to further the Committee’s two-fold mission: 1) to serve as a
resource to one-another and to other NAPABA members interested in the practice of
immigration law; and 2) to be a collective resource to the entire NAPABA organization as it
strives to promote sound immigration policies that are of interest to the APA community.
 
To achieve those goals, we plan to (1) serve as a resource for NAPABA staff and members
on expected administrative and legislative attacks on immigrants and to identify potential
constructive immigration proposals that NAPABA should support; (2) establish a
Membership Spotlight” Webinar, with the first webinar held in June; (3) present NAPABA-
wide programming educating general membership on immigration-related topics; and (4)
establish a mentorship program.

9



Committee Updates | Substantive Law 10

Intellectual Property Committee
The Intellectual Property Committee held monthly co‐chair meetings as well as a quarterly
meeting with subcommittee co‐chairs. The Committee has begun planning IP Committee
events for 2019 NAPABA Convention and made recommendations about CLEs to NAPABA.
 
We reviewed provisions of proposed legislation (CASE Act) and provided feedback to
NAPABA's Policy Director Navdeep Singh regarding our position. Finally, we also began
discussions regarding potential collaboration with ABA IP Law Section.

International Law Committee
The International Law Committee held a committee conference call on March 7, 2019. We
discussed potential CLE panels for both the Symposium and the main NAPABA Convention,
the speaker for  the  Luncheon  at  the  Symposium,  and programming at  the  NAPABA
Convention. 
 
Labor & Employment Committee
We held a Committee reception at the 2018 Convention and held a strategic planning call
among the chairs. 
 
On May 1, 2019, we held our quarterly conference call and discussed plans for 2019,
mentorship program, the Convention and webinars.  As a result of the call, the Committee
members are in the process of scheduling programming in the Los Angeles area and at
upcoming conferences and events.

Mass Torts & Class Action Committee
Mass Torts & Class Action Committee conducted monthly telephone meetings. The
Committee is also preparing for the 2019 NAPABA Convention in Austin. We also discussed
and submitted proposed panels for the annual convention and our goals for the year,
including submitting CLE panels at the 2019 NAPABA Convention and regional conferences
and increasing membership and committee involvement.

Trusts & Estates Committee
We held a committee meeting on April 23, 2019.  We discussed some preliminary business
planning for the NAPABA Conference, including reception and committee meeting.  We also
discussed holding a NAPABA webinar. 



Committee Updates | Affinity Networks 11

Financial Services Network
We worked with Major Lindsey Africa on a webinar that addressed several different topics,
including trends in attorney positions in financial services, building a resume for your next
job, navigating career transitions and resources for the new financial services attorney.

Public Sector Network
Since the last board meeting in January 2019, the Public Sector Network co-chairs
convened a Network call on February 25 to discuss, among other things, potential PSN-
driven panel ideas for the 2019 National Convention in Austin, TX; a proposed structural
reorganization of the PSN; and approval of the PSN Mission Statement to be posted on
NAPABA’s website. On the call, NAPABA Director of Programs & Events Oriene Shin also
provided an update on ongoing efforts to protect and preserve the federal Public Service
Loan Forgiveness (“PSLF”) program, which has been threatened with defunding by the
Trump Department of Education. 
 
Co-chair Irene Kao submitted a panel proposal regarding the use of body cameras by law
enforcement. Approval is pending. Finally, we are in discussions with the NAPABA Board to
increase the scope of the Leadership Advancement Program to include and accommodate
the particular interests of Government & Public Service (“GPS”) attorneys. Board member
and PSN member Jeffrey Javinar is leading this charge. 

Solo & Small Firm Network
During the 2018 NAPABA Convention, the Solo & Small Firm Network hosted a Boot Camp,
dinner, business meeting, and social. Besides monthly meetings, we held two additional
SSF committee meetings by phone conference. Subcommittees continue to meet on their
own and plan convention activities. Our goals are to increase membership by at least 25%
and increase the number of SSF members involved in SSF activities and in NAPABA.

Women's Leadership Network
Women's Leadership Network co-chairs continue to discuss programming for the
Convention, including the Women's Leadership Workshop, the Ambassador program, and
new subcommittees. During our first quarterly meeting, we shared subcommittee updates.



Committee Updates | Service Committees 12

Pro Bono & Community Service Committee
The Committee continued to work with the Language Access Report Committee and the
National Legal Aid Defense Association on language access and and publicizing the
Language Access Report. We conducted monthly telephone meetings with local affiliate
representatives to discuss their concerns. 
 
We are working with affiliates and NGOs in Atlanta, Las Vegas, and Los Angeles to pilot
NAPABA’s national pro bono naturalization project, which aims to train local advocates to
work with local NGOs and assist N-400 applicants. We conducted initial training in Los
Angeles. We hope to officially launch the program at the 2019 NAPABA Convention.

Learn more about our committees and
networks online at napaba.org!



AUSTIN, TX | NOV. 7-10

Go to napaba.org/2019_Convention
for more information.

Central Regional Conference
Indianapolis, IN | Aug. 23-24

Hosted by Asian Pacific American Bar Association of
Indiana (APABA-IN)

Register for the Central Regional Conference
 The conference will feature a viewing of the film, "And Then They Came for
Us," special guest speaker George Takei and an exclusive book signing of

George Takei's new book, "They Called Us Enemy." Copies of his book will be
available at signing.

 
Hotel | Book by July 26

A block of rooms has been reserved at Hotel Alexander at a discounted rate
until July 26 at 5 p.m. ET or until the block as sold out.

 
Visit APABA-IN (www.apaba-in.org) for more information.
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http://apaba-in.org/


AUSTIN, TX | NOV. 7-10

Go to napaba.org/2019_Convention
for more information.

Northeast Regional Conference
New York, NY | Sep. 21

Hosted by Asian American Bar Association of New
York (AABANY)

Registration Coming Soon! 
AABANY will host the conference taking place in New York this September at

Fordham University School of Law. Registration will open soon!
 

Hotel | Book by Aug. 30
A block of rooms has been reserved at the Empire Hotel at a discounted rate

until Aug. 30 at 5 p.m. ET or until the block has sold out.
 

Visit AABANY (www.aabany.org) for more information!
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http://www.aabany.org/


Affiliate Updates
NAPABA and our Affiliates Work for You Nationally and
Locally

From the beginning, NAPABA's affiliate bar associations have played a key role in publicizing
and addressing Asian Pacific American legal issues. Indeed, not until the number of affiliate
organizations was sufficiently large and their members sufficiently numerous could NAPABA
even be formed in the late 1980's. Today, the affiliate organizations continue to be vital to
NAPABA, alerting the organization to local issues across the nation and providing a reservoir
of tested local leaders who can then contribute to and lead NAPABA at the national level.
 
NAPABA offers a number of resources and programs for our affiliates, including the Affiliate
Grant Program and many professional and leadership development opportunities. NAPABA
is always encouraging and supporting the emergence of new affiliates. The number of our
affiliate organizations has grown every year since NAPABA's inception.
 
NAPABA and affiliate organizations all across the country work tirelessly together to ensure
that you, our members receive the programs and the opportunities that you look for in
volunteer bar associations. 
 
For more information, visit the Membership page of www.napaba.org.
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https://www.napaba.org/page/Affiliates


Affiliate Updates | Northeast

Asian Pacific American Bar Association - Pennsylvania
(APABA-PA)
APABA-PA had a busy first quarter. We hosted our Annual Lunar Banquet in February with
record attendance. We also attended six other Lunar New Year events throughout
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia. APABA-PA members participated in the Joint Affinity Bar
Association's Interviewing and Networking Workshop for Philadelphia-area Law Students,
and we announced our endorsement of board member Kay Yu for Court of Common Pleas
of Philadelphia Judge. 
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Asian American Lawyers Association of Massachusetts (AALAM)
In February 2019, AALAM co-sponsored the Asian America Women's Political Initiative’s
Lunch and Panel Discussion, highlighting Massachusetts' newly elected female Asian
American trailblazers. AALAM hosted its annual Lunar New Year party at Ropes & Gray LLP
on February 4th, 2019 to ring in the Year of the Pig! AALAM celebrated our newly elected
board members and officers, recent accomplishments, and the kickoff of a new
membership year.
 
In March 2019, AALAM sponsored and AALAM members participated in a number of panels
and networking sessions at the APALSA conference organized by the Greater Boston
APALSAs. AALAM co-sponsored a panel discussion entitled: “On to the Next: Demystifying
Career Transitions as a Diverse Attorney in Boston” with the BBA’s Diversity & Inclusion
Section. The program shed light on the difficult (and often obscure) process of leaving your
first, second, or even fifth job as a lawyer and transitioning into the next stage. AALAM also
co-sponsored an event with the Boston Lawyers Group featuring one of Boston's Legal
Leaders, E. Macey Russell. Macey Russell discussed how diverse attorneys can leverage
their unique skills and perspectives to advance their career goals. At the end of March,
AALAM sponsored a panel with the South Asian Bar Association of Great Boston (SABAGB)
and other affinity bar associations that gave an update on the status of immigration legal
issues and concerns.
 
AALAM sponsored and AALAM members attended the Chinese Progressive Association’s
annual banquet on March 22nd, 2019 at Empire Garden in Boston's Chinatown. Over the
course of 40+ years in the community, CPA has stayed true to serving Chinese Americans in
Greater Boston by improving the living and working conditions of ordinary people and
making sure they have a say in the decisions that impact their lives.



Affiliate Updates | Northeast 17

Asian American Bar Association - New York (AABANY)
This quarter, in addition to its signature Annual Dinner at Cipriani Wall Street on February
27th, AABANY continued to host a variety of engaging events, panels, and networking
opportunities. AABANY proudly celebrated New York City’s 2nd annual Fred T. Korematsu
Day of Civil Liberties and the Constitution with a reenactment of Korematsu v. United States 
at the New York County Lawyers Association. At the Annual Meeting of Members at
Wachtell Lipton on February 13th, AABANY held elections for the 2019 Board Officers and
Directors and also presented the Committee of the Year, Program of the Year, and Member
of the Year Awards.

We adopted a resolution opposing the current administration's unlawful reinterpretation of
the 2008 Memorandum of Understanding (the "MOU") between Vietnam and the US. The
administration's reinterpretation aims to deport Vietnamese US residents in contravention
of the MOU, U.S. immigration law, and international law. The reinterpretation would
eliminate the safe harbor for Vietnamese citizens who immigrated before 1995 and who
have been being rearrested and detained since 2017, despite having already served and
completed their sentences in the US. We also signed on to a letter to prohibit ICE from
entering Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas Courthouses.
 
In March, we adopted a new Strategic Plan following a member survey and conducted a
year long review process led by a specially formed Strategic Planning Committee. Last
December, we hosted a board retreat. As part of our goal to achieve greater member
engagement, we hosted a "How to Get Involved" networking happy hour showcasing our
committees and encouraging signups.

Federation of Asian Canadian Lawyers Ontario (FACL)
On February 23, 2019, FACL held its 12th annual conference and gala, which featured the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada as its keynote speakers, and the Chief
Justice of Ontario as a guest at the gala. Attendance exceeded 250 FACL members. 
 
On March 22, 2019, FACL’s Women’s Committee ran a screening of a documentary by
Karen Cho named “Status Quo: The Unfinished Business of Feminism in Canada” at the
University of Toronto, with Ms. Cho in attendance from Montreal. 



Affiliate Updates | Northeast 18

Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association - New Jersey
(APALA-NJ)
In February, APALA-NJ, along with Rutgers-Newark APALSA and Rutgers Center for
Immigration Law, Policy and Justice, hosted a screening of the Oscar-,ominated
documentary ABACUS: SMALL ENOUGH TO JAIL and a Q&A with the Sung Family. APALA-
NJ held its Annual Lunar Banquet at Sunny Palace in East Brunswick, NJ. APALA-NJ was
asked by the New Jersey State Bar Association to testify in front of the New Jersey
Assembly Judiciary Committee about lowering the six year statute of limitations in New
Jersey for legal malpractice claims in order to reduce malpractice premiums. The APALA-
NJ President was proud to testify on behalf of APALA-NJ.
 
APALA-NJ was honored to co-sponsor APALSA at Rutgers Law School Newark
at their Annual Gala. It was also our privilege to see our founder Judge Sue Yang and our
member and partner at Hill Wallack, Supti Bhattacharya, honored at the event.  APALA-NJ
and its In-House Counsel Committee proudly held its In-House Fireside Chat, graciously
hosted and sponsored by Chiesa Shahinian & Giantomasi PC.

On April 29, 2019, FACL held a”GTA North” event at the offices of Miller Thomson focused
on small firm and sole practitioners. The CPD accredited event featured three senior Asian
lawyers in both private and government practice in the suburbs of Toronto. 
 
Between April 15 and 30, 2019, the Law Society of Ontario held elections for benchers. The
election was of particular importance since 24 candidates from outside and within
Toronto ran as a party, on the sole issue of removing a requirement that lawyers adopt a
Statement of Principles (or “SOP”) supporting diversity and inclusion. FACL, along with
two other affinity associations (SABA Toronto and the Canadian Associations of Black
Lawyers), endorsed a slate and heavily promoted them by email and social media.



Affiliate Updates | Northeast 19

Connecticut Asian Pacific American Bar Association
(CAPABA)
This past quarter’s notable events include the following:  CAPABA  held  a  reception  for 
 our  state  Attorney  General,  William  Tong,  who  was  the  first Asian American elected  to
serve as  AG for Connecticut, and the  first Chinese American AG in the  country.  Our  venue  
was  filled  to  capacity  to  hear  William  speak,  and  attendees  came  away from it
inspired.  CAPABA participated in mock interviews for Quinnipiac University School of Law,
coordinated by  the  law  school’s  APALSA  chapter  and  career  center.  Many  students 
 took  advantage  of  this event and it was a great opportunity for CAPABA members to give
back.  CAPABA  also  cosponsored  a  networking  social  to  celebrate  the  Lunar  New 
 Year  with  the APALSA chapter of Yale Law School. CAPABA President Prerna Rao spoke
with students at Quinnipiac University School of Law for an  event  hosted  by  its  APALSA 
 chapter  called  “Quinnipiac  DiversiTea,”  designed  to  facilitate conversations  between 
 law  students  and  members  of  the  legal  profession. 
 
CAPABA, in conjunction with George W. Crawford Black Bar Association of CT, CT Hispanic
Bar  Association,  and  the  South  Asian  Bar  Association  of  CT,  jointly  hosted  and 
 sponsored  the panel:  “Becoming  a  Judge  in  Connecticut:  the  Judicial  Selection 
 Process.”  Bar  associations coordinated  to  invite  various  judges  to  speak  about  their 
 experience  from  application  through confirmation.  Also  serving  on  the  panel  were 
 state  legislators,  members  of  the  state  Judicial Selection Commission and the General
Counsel for the Governor, all of whom are integral to the process.  Our Board Member,
Judge Hunchu Kwak, was one of the panelists.



Affiliate Updates | Central
Chinese American Bar Association of Greater Chicago (CABA)
On February 9, CABA members volunteered at the walk-in Chinatown Pro Bono Legal Clinic,
providing legal services to the under-resourced community. On February 12, CABA hosted a
complimentary Real Estate Title CLE for its members. On March 6, CABA hosted its monthly
happy hour for members and members of the Asian American bar community to network in
downtown Loop Chicago. On March 9, CABA members volunteered at the walk-in
Chinatown Pro Bono Legal Clinic, providing legal services to the under-resourced
community. On March 9, CABA hosted a panel that discussed “The New Reality Facing
Chinese Americans During the U.S.-China Conflict.”  Panel speakers discussed the legal and
environmental changes arising from the changing United States’ relationship with China.
 
On March 15, CABA President Jean Liu was a speaker for 2019 American Bar Association
Bar Leadership Institute’s “Exiting the Echo Chamber” program, where she spoke about
practical approaches to increasing diversity and inclusion efforts in our bar associations.
On March 28, CABA co-hosted the second annual Sandra Otaka Judicial Reception. Justice
P. Scott Neville, Jr. from the Illinois Supreme Courtgave opening remarks. CABA had the
honor of presenting the Honorable Sandra Otaka Award to Judge Rena VanTine of the
Circuit Court Cook County

Filipino American Lawyers Association - Chicago (FALA
Chicago)
On March 13, 2019, FALA hosted its 6th Annual Installation Ceremony. It was the largest
installation in FALA’s history. FALA also was a sponsor at the Asian American Coalition of
Chicago Annual Gala which was hosted by the Filipino community. FALA also co-sponsored
along with the sisterAsian bar organizations the Sandra Otaka Judicial Reception. On April
10, 2019, FALA founder, Rudy Figueroa, was honored as a recipient of the Vanguard Award.
The Vanguard Awards are hosted by all the local bar associations and honors individuals
who have made the law and legal profession more accessible to the community at large.  
 
FALA has hosted happy hours for our members and law students. We plan to open our
clinic this summer.
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Affiliate Updates | Central

Asian American Bar Association of Ohio (AABAO)

AABAO continued its efforts in strategic planning on Judge 4 Yourself, a local judicial
candidate rating panel. Being added to the panel is the culmination of a years-long effort of
many members of AABAO. AABAO's judicial sub-committee participated in a strategic
planning session for Judge 4 Yourself.  In March, AABAO hosted a judicial/participating in
democracy panel with the OCA and ASIA, Inc. featuring three local elected APA officials.
Finally, AABAO hosted a Lawyer's Lunch on April 17, 2019.

Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Central Ohio
(APABA-CO)
We held an Officers’ retreat on January 5, 2019 to plan for the upcoming year; a members-
only  happy  hour  on  February  1,  2019; and a  Lunar  New  Year  Dinner  at  Linda  Lu’s
(Nationwide) home on February 16, 2019. We held our first Board meeting on March 10,
2019.  One of our priorities this year is to focus on mental health and the stigma
surrounding it among Asian  lawyers. We  organized  our  first  ever “fireside chat” with
Bonnie Wolf (Nationwide) and Albert Lin (Baker) on March 18, 2019.  Albert and Bonnie
had an open and candid discussion on the need for self-care, mindfulness, vulnerability
and promoting oneself and other APAs.

21

FALA board member, Kristy Gonowon, attended Pinay Powerhouse in March. Pinay
Powerhouse is a women’s conference focused on empowering Filipina attorneys and is
organized by members of NFALA. FALA Chicago sent four members to NAPABA Lobby Day
in Washington DC. In May, NFALA’s mid-year conference took place in New York, with FALA
& NFALA board members Kristy Gonowon, Mark Calaguas, and Ray Saygun all in
attendance. Janice Dantes, FALA’s VP, attended along with Beth Olivera, a rising leader in
our organization.
 
Ray Saygun has been traveling to Texas and working with local affiliates to help plan the
upcoming NFALA at the 2019 NAPABA Convention in November.



Affiliate Updates | Central

Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Indiana (APABA-IN)
APABA-IN held a Lunar New Year CLE and potluck in February. In conjunction with the
USAO Diversity Committee, we celebrated Asian Pacific American Heritage Month with
Josh J. Minkler, the United States Attorney, and G. Michael Witte, Executive Directer of
Indiana Disciplinary Commission. Director Witte was the first Asian American to serve as
judge in the State of Indiana. Visit ABABA-IN’s new website at www.apaba-in.org. 

Minnesota Asian Pacific American Bar Association
(MNAPABA)
MNAPABA’s 2018-19 board year is in full swing. We continue to provide our members with
opportunities to connect through our signature events, such as our annual New Attorneys’
Reception, as well as new events, such as our upcoming karaoke night. Minnesota recently
elected Governor, Tim Walz, was sworn in on January 7, 2019. MNABABA’s Executive Board
and the Co-Chairs of its Judicial Selection Committee have been in communication with the
Governor’s staff, particularly the Assistant Chief of Staff for Appointments, in an effort to
replicate and build on the relationship we made with the appointments staff of the previous
Governor. Having our members appointed to the bench remains a priority.

South Asian Bar Association of Chicago (SABA Chicago)

SABA Chicago event had a busy first trimester with its Senior Attorney Breakfast, Fireside
Chat, Judicial Reception, and several smaller events. Looking forward, we are focusing on
professional development and networking events.
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Missouri Asian American Bar Association (MAABA)
A number of our members continue to receive awards and accolades. Our annual Unity
Dinner was a great success, and sold out once again.  Many members of the Missouri
judiciary, including those from the Missouri Supreme Court, were in attendance. Visit
maaba-law.org for more details.



Affiliate Updates | Central
Korean American Bar Association - Chicago (KABA Chicago)
KABA Chicago is increasing its outreach to members and potential new members in the
outlying Chicago suburbs and strengthening its connections with the area law school
APALSA’s.  A KABA board member was honored with an alumni award by Loyola Law
School’s APALSA. 
 
With AABA Chicago and other minority bar associations, KABA Chicago co-hosted an
annual law student forum at Loyola University Chicago School of Law on January 24, which
included a panel, resume review, mock interviews, and a networking happy hour.  KABA
Chicago met with NAPABA President-Elect Bonnie Wolf at a networking event on March 14.  
KABA Chicago co-hosted a community service event: preparing and providing meals at a
soup kitchen on April 27.

Asian American Bar Association - Chicago (AABA Chicago)
On March 14, AABA, CABA, KABA, SABA and FALA co-hosted an all APA bar happy hour to
welcome NAPABA President-Elect Bonnie Wolf. On March 28, AABA successfully hosted
the second annual Sandra Otaka judicial reception in Chicago. Over 100 judges and
attorneys attended this event. The reception was co-hosted by AABA, CABA, KABA, SABA
and FALA Chicago. We were very proud to present the Honorable Sandra Otaka Award to
Judge Rena VanTine, Circuit Court Cook County. On May 15, AABA and AABA Law
Foundation are co-hosting a networking reception for in house counsel and law firm
attorneys at Katana in Chicago, from 6pm to 8pm. On May 16, AABA and Jones Day are co-
hosting a trial re-enactment of the Korematsu case to celebrate the Asian American
Heritage month.
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Wisconsin Asian-American Bar Association (WAABA)
WAABA premiered the Wisconsin Screenings of “And Then They Came for Us” at Marquette
University Law School and the University of Wisconsin Law School. We co-sponsored a
discussion with Simon Tam, who won a Supreme Court case to reclaim his band name,
“The Slants," with the Association of Asian American Graduate Students.



Affiliate Updates | Southwest

Arizona Asian American Bar Association (AAABA)
AAABA hosted its 23rd Annual Scholarship Awards & Installation Banquet on March 28,
2019 at the Great Wall Cuisine Restaurant with Cecillia Wang, Deputy Legal Director of
National ACLU, as our keynote speaker.  Ms. Wang spoke to a sold-out crowd of over 370
guests about the status of immigration policies in the United States and provided
information on how individuals can be more involved in the civic process.  At the Banquet,
AAABA awarded four law students, three from Arizona State University’s Sandra Day
O’Connor College of Law and one from the University of Arizona’s James E. Rogers
College of Law, the Judge Thomas Tang Memorial Law Scholarship, and installed its new
Board of Directors.
 
On April 9, 2019, AAABA, and its co-sponsors NAPABA, the State Bar of Arizona, Arizona
State University’s Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, the Japanese American Citizens
League-Arizona Chapter, and the Asian Chamber of Commerce, held a screening of “And
Then They Came For Us” documentary, which used photos taken by Dorothea Lange and
others, regarding the damage done as a result of the registration and incarceration of
Japanese American under Executive Order 9066.  The 167 attendees also enjoyed the
subsequent panel discussion with Abby Ginzberg (the director of the documentary),
Donald Tamaki (a member of Korematsu’s coram nobis team), Marian Tadano Shee
(former incarceree at Crystal City, Texas), and Rekha Nair (PLAN lead attorney), as
moderated by former NAPABA President George Chen.
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Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Colorado (APABA
Colorado)
APABA Colorado hosted its Annual Awards Banquet on April 5th at Viet’s Restaurant in
the Far East Center in Denver. Law students Helen Oh and Grant Shibao received the
Minoru Yasui Student Scholarship Awards, Andrew Ho received the Governor Ralph L.
Carr Award, and The Honorable Monica M. Márquez of the Colorado Supreme Court
received the Minoru Yasui Community Service Award. Over 300 attendees gathered to
recognize the honorees and enjoyed an evening of community, entertainment and
Vietnamese cuisine.



Affiliate Updates | Northern California
Filipino Bar Association of Northern California (FBANC)
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On January 24, 2019, FBANC’s Professional Development Committee presented its Mock
Interview Workshop at Dentons San Francisco. The workshop allowed law students and
new attorneys to practice interviewing and receive real-time coaching from practicing
attorneys.  The workshop also featured a discussion on interviewing methods, tips, and
techniques. In addition, the Committee hosted a Financial Planning Workshop for lawyers. 
 The event brought together over 20 attendees and was led by FBANC Advisory Board
Member Manny Tumaneng of Merrill Lynch.  
 
FBANC held its 2nd Annual Crab Feed Social Event at the Bayanihan Community Center in
San Francisco and raised funds to support Filipino-American law student associations at
local Bay Area law schools. FBANC’s In-House Counsel committee held this event at
Polsinelli in San Francisco. The event brought together several Bay Area attorneys,
including David Abella (Alameda Health System), Eric Casher (Meyers Nave/City of Pinole),
Komal Chokshi (Office of the General Counsel for the University of CA Office of the
President), Darin Conley-Buchsieb (SF Ballet), Danielle McMillian (City of Berkeley Public
Library), and Loran Simon (Affirm).  
 
FBANC invited local Filipino community groups to a dinner meet-and-greet, in the hopes of
facilitating like-minded leaders to build relationships, strategize, and keep abreast of the
issues facing Filipino Americans in the region. 

Asian American Prosecutors Association (AAPA)
AAPA hosted our quarterly High School Mentor Workshop program in Oakland on January
18, 2019 and April 12, 2019. This is the sixth year that AAPA has hosted this program with
members of the Asian Youth Services Committee (AYSC). AAPA mentors continued to
teach the students the fundamentals of public speaking and help the students practice
those skills through various games and activities.   
 
 AAPA joined the Northern California Asian Peace Officers Association (NCAPOA) for their
Annual Scholarship and Awards dinner on March 2, 2019 to recognize college students
interested in a career in law enforcement and demonstrating financial need.
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Korean American Bar Association of Northern California
(KABANC)
In April, KABANC concluded its general elections and installed its new Board of Directors. 
 
In early May, KABANC hosted a Lunch & Learn program that featured a panel of in-house
attorneys and a candid discussion of their path to an in-house career. The program
included topics like the panelists’ day-to-day work, insights into retaining and working
with outside counsel firms, how to foster a good working relationship, best billing
practices with a greater focus on diversity in the legal profession (including steps to
increase diversity both internally and within their outside counsel firms, retaining and
promoting diverse attorneys, and partnering with firms to collectively increase diversity in
the profession).   

Vietnamese American Bar Association of Northern California
(VABA-NC)
 VABANC was proud to sponsor and hold the following events this past quarter: Kick-off
Mixer (Feb. 28, 2019); Spring Social (Apr. 25, 2019); and Oakland and San Jose Legal
Clinics (second Tuesday and Wednesday of each month, respectively). 
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South Asian Bar Association - Northern California (SABA-NC)
SABA-NC welcomed its 2019-2020 Board of Directors and Foundation Board. SABA-NC also
hosted a number of events, including panels at local law schools, networking opportunities,
and various panels on professional advancement.
 
SABA-NC hosted a legal clinic at the Indian Community Center in Milpitas on February 24th,
at the Columbia Community Center in Sunnyvale on March 2nd, at the Indian Community
Center in Milpitas on March 24th, and at the Columbia Community Center in Sunnyvale on
April 6th.
 
SABA-NC had its 26th Annual Gala on April 5th at the San Francisco Design Center. The
event was wildly successful, bringing together practitioners, judges, elected officials and
community members. SABA-NC’s Foundation raised over $55,000 for a local organization,
Seva: Selfless Service and committed $15,000 to help fund the South Asian Fellow Pilot
Program. Proceeds from the Gala, including a contribution from the California Asian Pacific
American Judges Association, benefits SABA-NC Foundation grants to law students and
recent law graduates pursuing public interest careers.
 
SABA-NC co-hosted a well-attended Women’s Bootcamp with the South Asian Women
Attorneys’ Network on April 18th at Procopio in Palo Alto, discussing techniques to better
market yourself.
 
Finally, SABA-NC launched its new mentorship program this February, pairing more than 40
Bay Area law students with a mentor in their practice area of interest.
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Affiliate Updates | Eastern CA & Nevada

Asian Bar Association of Las Vegas (ABALV)
In January, we participated in the meet-and-greet with the NAPABA Board at Red Rock
Casino Resort and Spa, where members had the opportunity to meet the new
leadership of the NAPABA and network with NAPABA members from other regions. 
 
In February, we hosted our annual Lunar New Year celebration party at the Fogo De
Chao Brazilian Steakhouse on E. Flamingo Rd, Las Vegas.  We had about thirty-five
participants, many of whom were new members. Some of the new members were
judges.  During the celebration, we introduced the new officers of the ABALV and our
new website, which features an online membership registration portal, pro bono
opportunities, and photos from our past events. 

Asian/Pacific Bar Association of Sacramento (ABAS)
ABAS is currently in midst of another successful year.  We are proud to have been part
of another successful Cal-APABA Lobby Day on March 19, 2019.  
 
During the first quarter, we held a number of membership mixers to drive up
membership and provide opportunities for professional networking. We also provided
our members with an MCLE program.  
 
ABAS has been busy the past several months, participating in events throughout the
community, including Cal-APABA Lobby Day Reception held on March 18, 2019;
monthly Expungement Clinics at the American River College, in which ABAS members
volunteered to assist litigants with free expungement assistance offered by American
River College; UC Davis School of Law Asian Pacific American Law Students
Association annual gala, honoring past ABAS President Judge Danette Brown;
McGeorge School of Law Asian Pacific American Law Students Association cultural
night; and My Sister’s House Fashion for a Cause event.
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Affiliate Updates | Southern California

Orange County Asian American Bar Association (OCAABA)
OCAABA hosted its Installation dinner on April 18, 2019; Sushi & Sake Festival in Tustin on
March 5, 2019; Pipeline Committee Meet-and-Greet on February 28, 2019; and CLEAR
Korematsu Film Screening at UCIon January 30, 2019.
 

Orange County Korean American Bar Association
The Orange County Korean American Bar Association hosted KCS Pro Bono Clinic at Buena
Parkon April 25, 2019; Korean American Grassroots Regional Seminar in Irvine on April 20,
2019; KAF Pro Bono Clinic on April 6, 2019; and Spring Cleaning at OC Animal Care in Tustin
on March 30, 2019.

Pan Asian Lawyers of San Diego (PALSD)
The Pan Asian Lawyers of San Diego hosted their Spring Mixer on May 2, 2019; In-House
Counsel Mixer in San Diego on April 30, 2019; the Spring 2019 San Diego Asian Film Festival
on April 16, 2019; Happy Hour for Justice in San Diego on March 19, 2019; and the North
County Mixer in San Diego on February 26, 2019.

Filipino Lawyers of San Diego (FALSD)
The Filipino Lawyers of San Diego hosted Kamayan Night at Sarap Restaurant in San Diego
on April 17, 2019; San Diego Civil Leadership Forum in San Diego on March 30, 2019; Taste
of Asia in San Diego on March 14, 2019; Think Dignity Clothing Drive in San Diego on March
7, 2019; Dialogue on Diversity in San Diego on February 28, 2019; the Lumpia Club
Luncheon in National City on February 27, 2019; and a Lunar New Year Mixer in San Diego
on February 20, 2019.
 

South Asian Bar Assocition - San Diego (SABA-SD)
SABA-SD hosted "Speed Networking" and "Speed Mentoring" events in the spring; the Think
Dignity Clothing Drive at Taste & Thirst in San Diego on March 7, 2019; the "Dialogue on
Diversity" event at SDCBA Conference Center in San Diego on February 28, 2019; a happy
hour at India Palace in San Diego on February 28, 2019 and the Festival of Colours in San
Diego on February 16, 2019.
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Download the SocialLink app and connect!

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.yourmembership.sociallink&hl=en_US

