	
  

Opposition to H.B. 1933 P.N. 2738
House Bill 1933 would prohibit the use of CHIP funds for various services related to gender or
sex reassignment surgery, or gender or sex transition services including physician services,
hospital visits, prescriptions, and even counseling. It violates the NASW ethical principle of
respecting the dignity and worth of people by deeming the problems that these children face to
be less worthy than those of other children, and as such NASW-PA stands in opposition of this
legislation.
It endangers some of the very children that the CHIP reauthorization bill – which recently passed
the House – is designed to protect. That reauthorization bill was amended to include the language
present in this bill, but the amendment was removed. This bill should face a similar demise and
not receive serious consideration in the General Assembly.
NASW-PA advocates for the availability of comprehensive psychological and social support
services for transgender people and their families. Any health care bill that serves to benefit
children should provide for sufficient treatment for all. NASW-PA supports the rights of all
individuals to receive health insurance and other coverage without discrimination on the basis of
gender identity, specifically without exclusion of services related to transgender or transsexual
transition, to receive medical and mental health services.
NASW-PA endorses policies that ensure nondiscrimination, that are sensitive to the physical and
mental needs of transgender people. This troubling legislation discriminates against a particularly
vulnerable group. Children and teens who are considering gender or sex transition already face
many difficulties. Adding another is insensitive at best, and cruel at worst.
Social workers have the responsibility to understand and appreciate the full range of differences
that exist among human beings and to explore any and all prejudices that result in oppressive and
unjust treatment. It is incumbent upon the social work profession to mitigate stigma and support
the rights of transgender individuals.
	
  

The National Association of Social Workers is the largest membership organization for
professional social workers, serving 132,000. In Pennsylvania alone, NASW-PA represents
nearly 5,000 members and works to enhance the professional growth and development of social
workers, to create and maintain social work standards, and to advance sound social policies.

	
  

