	
  

Support for H.B. 414 P.N. 120
The National Association of Social Workers, Pennsylvania Chapter (NASW-PA) wants to thank
Representative Thomas Murt for the introduction of House Bill 414 known as the Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities Bill of Rights. In the past, Representative Murt has supported
social work values through his sponsorship of bills advocating for the social work profession;
further protection against elder abuse; and financial relief to veterans that have become disabled
while serving our country with honor.
NASW-PA supports House Bill 414, as it is consistent with the ethical principle of respecting the
dignity and worth of the person. Strengthening relationships among people, in a purposeful effort
to promote, restore, maintain, and enhance the well-being of individuals and families, is a central
calling of the social work profession. The Commonwealth can show its support for individuals
with intellectual and developmental disabilities by recognizing their contributions to society and
the inherent freedom of choice.
There are approximately 13,420 people residing in the Commonwealth with intellectual
disabilities who are waiting for services and programs. Almost ten thousand (9,951) of them
have emergency and critical needs. These people are either not served at all, or underserved with
no current plans to meet their needs.
House Bill 414 includes provisions for the development of a five-year plan to eliminate the
waiting list for critical and emergency services developed by the Department of Public Welfare.
This may inspire individuals to make knowledgeable choices and decisions, pursue meaningful
and productive lives, and reside in homes and communities of their choice.
Individuals with disabilities and their families have both the power and opportunity to work with
others in their communities to reduce discrimination, stigma, and the restriction of rights based
on inaccurate perceptions of them in society.
Legislation such as House Bill 414 encourages people to utilize their skills and abilities to
overcome challenges. Therefore, NASW-PA strongly supports this legislation.

The National Association of Social Workers is the largest membership organization for
professional social workers, serving 132,000. In Pennsylvania alone, NASW-PA represents
nearly 5,000 members and works to enhance the professional growth and development of social
workers, to create and maintain social work standards, and to advance sound social policies.

	
  

