	
  

Support for S.B. 65 P.N. 46
The National Association of Social Workers, Pennsylvania Chapter (NASW-PA) supports
Senate Bill 65, the Child Welfare Workers Loan Forgiveness Act. The act will forgive student
loans of Commonwealth residents who use their degrees to work in child welfare. NASW-PA
commends Senator Stewart J. Greenleaf for reintroducing this legislation.
Child welfare workers fulfill society’s commitment to provide children with safe, stable and
permanent homes. Their extensive knowledge of child development is crucial in determining the
most appropriate environment for children and youth. Child welfare workers understand how
children develop, and assist them though their individual development processes. They also
collaborate with professionals and interested parties to decide what is in the best interests of the
children for whom they advocate.
Child welfare workers serve the most vulnerable segment of our society. While the work is vital,
recruitment and retention remain difficult challenges. According to US News and World Report,
social workers who specialize in child and family welfare had a lower average salary in 2016
than in 2010. It is extremely difficult to cover life expenses, including student loans, when one
makes eight percent less in absolute dollars…which does not factor in the ten percent inflation
that took place during the time period. The combination of low salaries, increased bureaucracy,
high student debt, and life expenses discourages new graduate social workers from entering child
welfare and gives qualified, experienced staff reason to leave the field.
Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, North Carolina, New York, and the District of
Columbia offer loan forgiveness initiatives to invest in social workers and stem turnover. The
creation of loan forgiveness for child welfare workers in Pennsylvania will help ensure that
competent, qualified workers continue protecting Pennsylvania’s children. It would also help
maintain the continuum of care that children receive, and save the Commonwealth the time and
resources that would be necessary to hire new workers. NASW-PA strongly supports the passage
of loan forgiveness for child welfare workers and commits to continued policy development to
strengthen child welfare services and child protection.

The National Association of Social Workers is the largest membership organization for
professional social workers, serving 132,000. In Pennsylvania alone, NASW-PA represents
nearly 5,000 members and works to enhance the professional growth and development of social
workers, to create and maintain social work standards, and to advance sound social policies.

	
  

