
   

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Defund the Police? Fund BIPOC Youth! 
 
Our history shows us that youth of color are disproportionately harmed by the 
public school system in ways not experienced by their white counterparts. The 
school-to-prison pipeline is not a new concept. Harsher punishments for youth 
of color, as well as adults with implicit bias occupying positions of power in 
schools, are only two examples of how the school-to-prison pipeline is 
perpetuated in New York City public schools. Institutional racism, coupled with 
a severe lack of resources and funding, inevitably leads to poor academic 
outcomes and increased likelihood of youth of color entering the justice 
system. When resources are available, they are often allocated towards 
interventions which perpetuate the inequality and disenfranchisement of youth 
of color, such as police presence in schools. 
 
This presentation aims to not only discuss what is broken in the school 
system, but to provide actionable steps toward systemic changes that may be 
possible as the Defund the Police movement gains momentum. In keeping 
with critical race theory, space will be provided for a future-oriented and 
solution-focused discussion regarding youth of color in schools. Topics to be 
covered include curriculum violence, microaggressions, disciplinary practices, 
police-free schools, Black Lives Matter and Defund the Police. 
 
With this workshop, participants will be able to: 
 

• Understand the ways that implicit bias, microaggressions, police presence in 
schools, and curriculum violence marginalize BIPOC students in NYC public schools. 

• Analyze and evaluate the NYC Dept. of Education’s policies and attempts to increase 
equity. 

• Discuss and review micro, mezzo, and macro solutions in public education for 
BIPOC students. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Abigail Levites, LCSW 
 
Abigail Levites, LCSW is a graduate of New York 
University Silver School of Social Work and is currently 
enrolled in the DSW program. She is a School Social 
Worker for the NYC Department of Education and has 
been working in juvenile detention schools and transfer 
high schools since 2014. Abigail is a School Social 
Worker at the Judith S. Kaye High School, which serves 
16-21 year old students who are court-involved, low-
income, and the most at-risk in New York City. 
 
 
 
Krystal Folk, LMSW 
 
Krystal Folk, LMSW received her BSW from the 
University at Albany and her MSW from Columbia 
School of Social Work. She is a School Social Worker at 
a Knowledge is Power Program (KIPP) middle school 
where she provides counseling and crisis intervention 
services to grades 5-8. Krystal has previous experience 
working in the juvenile justice system as a therapist in an 
alternative to incarceration program and as a forensic 
social worker at a public defenders’ office. These and 
similar experiences ignited her passion for criminal 
justice reform, specifically the school-to-prison pipeline 
and its impact on Black and Brown youth. 
 
 
 
 
 


