
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NASW-TN MEMBER PROFILE:  

ROBIN LENNON-DEARING, PHD, MSW 

What services did you provide as a social worker? 

I currently work in an academic setting and I provide teaching and 

instruction to social work students at the University of Memphis. I am 

also a social work researcher focused on issues faced by populations 

that are vulnerable, marginalized and underserved, including public 

policies that discriminate against the LGBTQ community. I am 

studying the effects of HIV criminal laws on people who have been 

arrested for “HIV crimes” in Tennessee to inform the public and 

policymakers about this issue. What I have learned through my 

research has motivated me to take a leadership role in advocacy 

efforts to help end HIV criminalization in Tennessee. 

 

What influenced you to get involved with this field? 

I have always had a passion for social justice. When I read the NASW 

Code of Ethics I knew that this profession’s values and ethics 

resonated with mine. My interest is in working with populations of 

people who are discriminated against, denied equality of opportunity 

and oppressed by society because of being different. 

 

How have you been involved as a social worker working on behalf of clients with HIV/ AIDS? 

At a time when people with HIV were feared and hated I volunteered as a “buddy” to a woman living with HIV 

at Tampa AIDS Network. When I moved to Atlanta I served as a group facilitator for a women’s HIV support 

group. I facilitated an open support group for people with HIV in Johnson City, Tennessee. I have organized 

retreats specifically for women living with HIV in Memphis. My research focuses on the health, wellbeing and 

empowerment of women with HIV. 

 

What was the most rewarding and/ or challenging in your work with HIV/ AIDS population? 



 
 

Everyone has strengths and challenges in their lives. Many people with HIV have financial challenges but they 

also display immense resilience. For me, it is rewarding to get to know people living with HIV over a long period 

of time so that I witness the growth and progress they make. There are many people living with HIV who serve 

as my inspiration.  

 

What tips would you share with other social workers working with this population or considering working 

with this population? 

Social work in the field of HIV requires a strong belief in and practice of social work values such as client self-

determination, serving the clients’ interests, respect for the dignity and worth of the person and working to 

empower clients by teaching them skills of self-advocacy so that they can be HIV leaders and advocates. Social 

workers should actively work to improve their cultural humility and self-awareness.   

 

How does your NASW membership help you in your daily practice? 

I am proud to be an active member of the profession’s largest professional organization. Being an NASW 

member has benefited me in numerous ways. As a regular attender of my local NASW Branch’s monthly lunch 

and learns I am able to learn how the social work community is providing solutions to real world problems. In 

addition to receiving the latest social work knowledge I also get to network with my peers. 

 

The most significant way I have benefited is through learning the NASW Code of Ethics and using it in my own 

practice. The Code of Ethics entreats all social workers to put advocacy into action by engaging in social justice 

work. 
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