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Social workers deserve 
better compensation 

SOCIAL ISSUES ON RISE: 

Homelessness and housing insecurities on the rise
Opioid Addiction crisis is impacting all races, regions and economic levels
Suicide rate increasing, per CDC

HOW CAN SOCIAL WORKERS HELP?

Trained to work with individuals, families, communities and society at large
Receive years of educations and training and supervision
Employed in schools, hospitals, all government levels, corporations, social service
agencies, & veterans services.



AVERAGE SOCIAL WORKER PAY:

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2022 median pay for social workers
was $55,350
In order to work, most social worker positions require a Master in Social Work
degree and a license.
Social work licensure requires licensure exams and completing clinical supervision
hours; in addition to licensure and exam fees.
A median pay rate of $55,350 is not comparable to pay rates of other professions
requiring similar levels of education and licensure.

WHAT DO SOCIAL WORKERS NEED?

The public to support legislation and initiatives that support the social workers 
Improving Access to Mental Health Act
Student loan debt relief
Social work safety legislation



NASW Social Work Month Toolkit

https://www.socialworkers.org/news/social-work-month


We will have a national, online conversation in March to discuss the reasons behind lower
social work pay and how social workers can address this issue. 

We will feature advice from social work influencers on areas of social work that offer higher
salaries and how social workers can boost their salaries.

Social work and human resources experts will offer guidance on how social workers can
negotiate higher pay.

NASW will offer an updated list of social work experts who can be interviewed by news
organizations.

NASW Campaign Highlights



Social workers are in high demand, with social work identified as one of the fastest growing
professions in the United States.

 Several states have identified a shortage of mental health services providers, including social
workers.

Several cities (such as Washington, D.C., New York City, Seattle, and San Francisco) with
severe income inequality and lack of affordable housing have said they need more social
workers to help people who are unhoused or people experiencing housing insecurity get
needed services.

Talking Points about better compensation and
support for social workers:



Social workers are needed as this nation grapples with an opioid addiction crisis and gun
violence. Young people also need help from social workers, particularly in schools, to recover
from the lingering educational and psychological impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Our population is aging, and a recent study from the National Academies of Sciences says
nursing homes should employ at least one social workers. NASW is also pushing for Medicare
beneficiaries to have access to mental health services in Skilled Nursing Facilities.

If our nation is serious about addressing these problems, lawmakers, regulators, and
employers must ensure social workers get sufficient pay.

Municipalities across the nation are deploying 988 crisis lines to help people who may be
suicidal or in need of mental health services. Social workers often work at these crisis centers.



There are more calls for child welfare and foster care reform. Social workers play a key role in
this sector and have advice on how this can be accomplished.

Congress must pass legislation to boost Medicare reimbursement for clinical social workers
and improve social work safety. Student debt forgiveness is also very important.

Check out NASW Advocacy Guide

We are also planning a Facebook Live forum in March to discuss the social
work pay issue and discuss ideas on how to boost social work pay. We will be

reaching out to chapters to identify state social work experts who may wish to
take part. We hope this event will pave the way for a larger, longer term public

education campaign to highlight how our society benefits when they
empower the social work profession.

https://www.naswtx.org/page/AdvocacyGuide


https://www.ifsw.org/we-are-delighted-to-launch-the-2024-world-social-work-day-poster/
https://www.ifsw.org/we-are-delighted-to-launch-the-2024-world-social-work-day-poster/


Get Connected DuringGet Connected During
Social Work MonthSocial Work Month

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zqVzgWxk39X1u74AIl_sV346BWyhZwoAM_7q7pJQF00/edit?usp=sharing


NASW-TX SWAD 2024   |   SWAD2024.com

Friday, March 22, 2024
UT Austin and Texas State Capitol

Austin, TX

NASW-TX is excited to announce that Social Work Advocacy Day (SWAD) 2024 will be returning on Friday, March 22nd, 
at the University of Texas at Austin and the Texas State Capitol in Austin! 

This year’s NASW-TX SWAD theme is “Sticking Around for a Stronger Texas!” 
#SocialWorkersStickAround



NASW Texas Area BranchesNASW Texas Area Branches  

Alamo Area
Atascosa, Bandera, Bexar, Comal, Frio,
Gillespie, Guadalupe, Karnes, Kendall,
Kerr, Medina, Wilson

 Brazos Valley
Brazos, Burleson, Grimes, Leon,
Madison, Robertson, Washington

 Capital Area
Bastrop, Blanco, Burnet, Caldwell,
Fayette, Hays, Lee, Llano, Travis,
Williamson

  Central Texas
Bell, Coryell, Hamilton, Lampasas,
Milam, Mills, San Saba

 Coastal Bend
Aransas, Bee, Brooks, Duval, Jim
Wells, Kenedy, Kleberg, Live Oak,
McMullen, Nueces, Refugio, San
Patricio

Concho Valley
Coke, Concho, Crockett, Irion, Kimble,
Mason, McCulloch, Menard, Reagan,
Schleicher, Sterling, Sutton, Tom
Green

https://www.naswtx.org/?page=Branch_AlamoArea
https://www.naswtx.org/?page=Branch_BrazosValley
https://www.naswtx.org/?page=Branch_CapitalArea
https://www.naswtx.org/?page=Branch_CentralTexas
https://www.naswtx.org/?page=Branch_CoastalBend
https://www.naswtx.org/?page=Branch_ConchoValley


NASW Texas Area BranchesNASW Texas Area Branches  

Deep East Texas
Angelina, Houston, Jasper,
Nacogdoches, Newton, Polk, Sabine,
San Augustine, San Jacinto, Shelby,
Trinity, Tyler.

 East Texas
Anderson, Camp, Cherokee, Gregg,
Harrison, Henderson, Marion, Panola,
Rains, Rusk, Smith, Upshur, Van Zandt,
Wood.

 Golden Crescent
Calhoun, De Witt, Goliad, Gonzales,
Jackson, Lavaca, Victoria.

  Gulf Coast
Brazoria, Chambers, Galveston

 Heart of Texas
Bosque, Falls, Freestone, Hill,
Limestone, McLennan

Houston
Austin, Colorado, Fort Bend, Harris,
Liberty, Matagorda, Montgomery,
Walker, Waller, Wharton

Lower Rio Grande Valley
Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, Willacy

https://www.naswtx.org/?page=Branch_BrazosValley
https://www.naswtx.org/?page=Branch_CapitalArea
https://www.naswtx.org/?page=Branch_CentralTexas
https://www.naswtx.org/?page=Branch_CoastalBend


Middle Rio Grande Valley
Dimmit, Edwards, Kinney, La Salle,
Maverick, Real, Uvalde, Val Verde,
Zavala

North Central Texas- Dallas Area
Collin, Dallas, Ellis, Hunt, Kaufman,
Navarro, Rockwall

North Central Texas- Fort Worth
Area

Erath, Hood, Johnson, Palo Pinto,
Parker, Somervell, Tarrant

North East Texas
Bowie, Cass, Delta, Franklin, Hopkins,
Lamar, Morris, Red River, Titus

Panhandle
Armstrong, Briscoe, Carson, Castro,
Childress, Collingsworth, Dallam, Deaf
Smith, Donley, Gray, Hall, Hansford,
Hartley, Hemphill, Hutchinson,
Lipscomb, Moore, Ochiltree, Oldham,
Parmer, Potter, Randall, Roberts,
Sherman, Swisher, Wheeler

Permian Basin
Andrews, Borden, Crane, Dawson,
Ector, Gaines, Glasscock, Howard,
Loving, Martin, Midland, Pecos,
Reeves, Terrell, Upton, Ward, Winkler

NASW Texas Area BranchesNASW Texas Area Branches  

https://www.naswtx.org/?page=Branch_AlamoArea
https://www.naswtx.org/?page=Branch_AlamoArea
https://www.naswtx.org/?page=Branch_AlamoArea
https://www.naswtx.org/?page=Branch_AlamoArea


Red River
Archer, Baylor, Clay, Cottle, Foard,
Hardeman, Jack, Montague, Wichita,
Wilbarger, Young

Rio Grande
Brewster, Culberson, El Paso,
Hudspeth, Jeff Davis, Presidio

South East Texas
 Hardin, Jefferson, Orange

South Texas
Jim Hogg, Webb, Zapata

South Plains Texas
Bailey, Cochran, Crosby, Dickens,
Floyd, Garza, Hale, Hockley, King,
Lamb, Lubbock, Lynn, Motley, Terry,
Yoakum

Texoma
 Cooke, Denton, Fannin, Grayson, Wise

West Central Texas
Brown, Callahan, Coleman, Comanche,
Eastland, Fisher, Haskell, Jones, Kent,
Knox, Mitchell, Nolan, Runnels, Scurry,
Shackelford, Stephens, Stonewall,
Taylor, Throckmorton

NASW Texas Area BranchesNASW Texas Area Branches  



Digital Business CardsDigital Business Cards

Social MediaSocial Media

Digital MarketingDigital Marketing

Digital NewslettersDigital Newsletters

Let’sLet’s    ConnectConnect

https://www.naswtx.org/resource/resmgr/resources_4/Networking_for_Social_Worker.pdf


Digital Business Cards:Digital Business Cards:



https://blinq.me/
https://blinq.me/
https://www.hihello.me/features/digital-business-cards
https://www.hihello.me/features/digital-business-cards
https://thehaystackapp.com/
https://thehaystackapp.com/


Social MediaSocial Media



Social Media CardsSocial Media Cards

https://www.socialworkers.org/News/Social-Work-Month/Social-Media-Cards-2024


https://www.forbes.com/advisor/business/social-media-marketing/#:~:text=7%20Top%20Social%20Media%20Marketing%20Platforms%20for%20Business,6%206.%20LinkedIn%20...%207%207.%20TikTok%20


Benefits of Digital Marketing:Benefits of Digital Marketing:

According to ForbesAccording to ForbesAccording to Forbes

https://www.forbes.com/advisor/business/software/best-seo-services/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/business/software/best-seo-services/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/business/social-media-marketing/#:~:text=7%20Top%20Social%20Media%20Marketing%20Platforms%20for%20Business,6%206.%20LinkedIn%20...%207%207.%20TikTok%20


Content marketing1.
Search engine marketing2.
Display Advertising3.
Mobile Marketing4.
Social Media Marketing5.
Email Marketing6.
Influencer Marketing7.
Affiliate Marketing8.
Video Marketing9.
Audio Marketing10.

Types of 

Digital Marketing

According to 99 designs by Vista 

https://99designs.com/blog/marketing-advertising/types-digital-marketing/#1
https://99designs.com/blog/marketing-advertising/types-digital-marketing/#1
https://99designs.com/blog/marketing-advertising/types-digital-marketing/#1
https://99designs.com/blog/marketing-advertising/types-digital-marketing/#1
https://99designs.com/blog/marketing-advertising/types-digital-marketing/#1
https://99designs.com/blog/marketing-advertising/types-digital-marketing/#1
https://99designs.com/blog/marketing-advertising/types-digital-marketing/#1
https://99designs.com/blog/marketing-advertising/types-digital-marketing/#1
https://99designs.com/blog/marketing-advertising/types-digital-marketing/#1
https://99designs.com/blog/marketing-advertising/types-digital-marketing/#1
https://99designs.com/blog/marketing-advertising/types-digital-marketing/#1
https://99designs.com/blog/marketing-advertising/types-digital-marketing/#1
https://99designs.com/blog/marketing-advertising/types-digital-marketing/#1
https://99designs.com/blog/marketing-advertising/types-digital-marketing/#1


Digital NewslettersDigital Newsletters



Essential Social WorkEssential Social Work
Podcast ListPodcast List

List taken from:List taken from:List taken from:
Best MSW ProgramsBest MSW ProgramsBest MSW Programs

https://www.bestmswprograms.com/best-social-work-podcasts/


http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://www.insocialwork.org/


http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/


http://www.insocialwork.org/
http://www.insocialwork.org/


http://www.insocialwork.org/
http://www.insocialwork.org/


http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://www.insocialwork.org/


http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/


http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/


http://www.insocialwork.org/
http://www.insocialwork.org/


http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/


http://www.insocialwork.org/
http://www.insocialwork.org/


http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://www.insocialwork.org/


Did we miss a social work podcast you find inspiring and educational?
Please don’t hesitate to share with us!   
We hope you find these podcasts as entertaining and inspiring as we did!



ProfessionalProfessional    DevelopmentDevelopment  



https://acu.edu/academics/health-behavioral-sciences/social-work/
https://www.angelo.edu/departments/social-work-sociology/
https://socialwork.web.baylor.edu/admissions/phd-social-work


https://www.lamar.edu/arts-sciences/sociology-social-work-criminal-justice/social-work/degrees/index.html
https://www.hputx.edu/academics/schools/school-of-humanities/school-of-humanities-departments/social-work/
https://www.hsutx.edu/academics/undergraduate-majors-minors/social-work-psychology-program/
https://www.utpb.edu/academics/programs/social-work/social-work#:~:text=The%20Social%20Work%20Program%20at,case%20management%2C%20and%20client%20advocacy.
https://www.utpb.edu/academics/programs/social-work/social-work#:~:text=The%20Social%20Work%20Program%20at,case%20management%2C%20and%20client%20advocacy.


https://lcu.edu/socialwork
https://www.ollusa.edu/worden-school/index.html
https://msutexas.edu/academics/hs2/socialwork/


https://www.pvamu.edu/bcas/departments/social-work/
https://www.stedwards.edu/undergraduate/social-work
https://www.sagu.edu/academics-home/social-work/


https://www.sfasu.edu/academics/colleges/liberal-applied-arts/social-work
https://tamut.edu/academic-programs/social-work/graduate/index.html
https://catalog.tarleton.edu/undergrad/collegeofhealthsciences/schoolofhealthandclinicalprofessions/socialwork/


https://www.tamuct.edu/coas/social-work.html
https://www.tamuk.edu/artsci/departments/clhs/scwk/index.html
https://www.tamuc.edu/school-of-social-work/


https://www.tcu.edu/academics/programs/social-work.php
https://www.tsu.edu/academics/colleges-and-schools/colabs/social-work/
https://www.texascollege.edu/social-work


https://www.socialwork.txst.edu/graduate.html
https://twu.edu/social-work/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/socialwork/


https://uh.edu/socialwork/academics/msw/online-program/
https://www.uhd.edu/academics/public-service/social-work/index.aspx
https://www.uhcl.edu/academics/degrees/social-work-bsw


https://hps.unt.edu/sowk/social-work-degrees
https://socialwork.utexas.edu/
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work


https://www.utep.edu/chs/sw/
https://www.uttyler.edu/academics/undergraduate-majors/social-work-degree/#:~:text=The%20UT%20Tyler%20BSW%20program%20will%20seek%20CSWE%20(Council%20on,Master%20of%20Social%20Work)%20degree.
https://hcap.utsa.edu/social-work/programs.html


https://www.utrgv.edu/socialwork/
https://www.utpb.edu/academics/programs/social-work/social-work#:~:text=The%20Social%20Work%20Program%20at,case%20management%2C%20and%20client%20advocacy.
https://www.wtamu.edu/academics/college-education-social-sciences/department-psychology-sociology-social-work/programs/social-work/social-work-graduate.html




 Tell us about other social work roles you have had in the past1.

2. Current social work licensure



4. Describe your current job and social work role

3. When did you start your career?



5. Tell us a fun fact about yourself- like a hobby or favorite
experience you’ve had











NASW Texas Awards for Social WorkersNASW Texas Awards for Social Workers



2018 Winners



2019 Winners



2020 Winners



2021 Winners



2022 Winners



2023 Winners



Brief Social Work HistoryBrief Social Work History  
  NASW Full Interactive TimelineNASW Full Interactive Timeline  

https://www.socialworkers.org/news/facts/interactive-timeline-of-social-work-and-nasw


Early Social WorkEarly Social Work

Pre-NASWPre-NASW



1889 
Jane Addams and Ellen Cates Star opened Hull House 

Hull House opened in Chicago in order to provide social services to
immigrant population. Jane Addams won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1931 and

is known as the “mother of social work.”  



1898 
Columbia University offers the first social work courses



NASW ThroughNASW Through

The Civil Rights EraThe Civil Rights Era



1955 
NASW was founded through a merger of seven social work organizations:  
American Association of Social Workers; American Association of Medical

Social Workers; American Association of Psychiatric Social Workers; National
Association of School Social Workers; American Association of Group Workers;

Association for the Study of Community Organization; and Social Work
Research Group 

https://www.naswfoundation.org/Our-Work/The-NASW-Legacy-Project/NASW-History

https://www.naswfoundation.org/Our-Work/The-NASW-Legacy-Project/NASW-History


1955 to 1968 
NASW played a pivotal role in the Civil Rights Movement.  

How NASW Mobilized for Civil Rights Narrated by Kurt Reichert, NASW
President from 1963 to 1965



1956  May 17-19  
NASW holds first Delegate Assembly in St. Louis 

First NASW National Conference at the Hotel Coronado in St. Louis



1958 
“A Working Definition of Social Work Practice”  

NASW published a book outlining social work values, purposes, and methods.



1959 
NASW released Goals on Public Social Policy as a public support statement

of the Civil Rights movement.  
Joseph P. Anderson, NASW’s first executive director, and other associated

officials advocated for equal treatment of African Americans



1960 
NASW adapts first NASW Code of Ethics



1963 
NASW has first National Social Worker Month in March 

NASW supports legislative efforts to uphold Civil Rights 

March on Washington 
NASW Members from the Washington D.C. and New York City Chapters

participate in march to call for equal rights for African Americans.



1964 
July 2, 1094 The Civil Rights Act becomes Law



NASW During theNASW During the  

70's and 80's70's and 80's









1976 
NASW creates Task Force on Gay Issues in order to promote rights of gay

and lesbian people 

NASW creates Political Action for Candidate Election (PACE)



1984
Presidential Proclamation 1567

March 22, 1984 President Ronald Regan made March National Professional
Social Worker Month. 

NASW had been already celebrating March as Social Work Month since 1963





NASW During theNASW During the  

90's90's



1995 
NASW successfully gets clinical social workers included as medical

providers under the Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA) 
 

NASW launches HIV/AIDS Spectrum Project









NASW and theNASW and the

New MillenniumNew Millennium



2000 
NASW Board of Directors approve statement condemning “gay reparative

therapies”.  



2001 
NASW Foundation Established 

September 11th, 2001 Terrorist Attack: 
NASW members and social workers rallied to help victims and their

survivors.



2003 
Massachusetts became first state to legalize same-sex marriage 



2004 
NASW helps sponsors March for Women’s Lives



2005 
NASW Legal Defense Fund establishes Social Work Ethics and Law Institute

(SWELI) 

NASW has first Social Work Congress 

NASW assists survivors of Hurricane Katrina



2008 
NASW Code of Ethics became available in Spanish 



 2009 
NASW supports Lily Ledbetter Fair Pay Act 

NASW supports Affordable Care Act (passed in 2010)



NASW’s Most RecentNASW’s Most Recent

HistoryHistory



https://www.socialworkers.org/Practice/HIV-AIDS/National-HIV-AIDS-Strategy




2020 in Texas 
September- The Texas Behavioral Health Executive Council

(BHEC)  
BHEC was created during 86th Legislative Session through HB

1501. NASW/TX, along with out partners at the Texas Counseling
Association and Texas Association for Marriage and Family

Therapists, were instrumental in developing BHEC and working
hard to get the best possible bill for our profession.  

October- NASW Texas Applauds Behavioral Health Executive
Council (BHEC) Decision to Keep Full Anti-Discrimination

Language in Social Work Code of Conduct



2022 
NASW Code of Ethics adds Anti-Racisim and Self-Care  

February: NASW-TX Opposes any efforts to redefine child abuse to
include gender-affirming care 

Read More Here 

Committee on Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity, and Gender Expression 

The activities of the Committee on SOGI Issues include working for the

adoption of policies and legislation to end all forms of discrimination

based on homophobia, transphobia, and heterosexism in all social

institutions and in the public and private sectors

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/nasw-tx-opposes-any-efforts-to-redefine-child-abuse-to-include-gender-affirming-care-301489130.html


How Will YouHow Will You

Help Shape the Future?Help Shape the Future?



Committee Chair: Victoria Highland
Retrospective Workgroup Leader: Diana Plummer

Social Media Workgroup  Leader: René Aguilar

Dayle Malen        Kari White        Melissa Zawisza
Orangegy Jones        Terry Secrest

Social Work Month ToolkitSocial Work Month Toolkit
Primary ContributorsPrimary Contributors  

Texas NASW  2024



Social Work Month ToolkitSocial Work Month Toolkit
Other ContributorsOther Contributors

Angela Panzica
Ashley Busby

Charlene White
Cynthia Reibenstein

Denetria Brooks-James

Karen Carrillo
Lauren Latiolais

Lynn Jackson
Susan Parkman

Teri "Tovah" Wilkinson

Texas NASW  2024


