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December 2, 2016
Senator Richard Burr
US Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Burr:
Thank you for your service and attention to important issues affecting children and families.
On behalf of the NC Pediatric Society, I urge you to attach Family First to the continuing resolution
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and pass the legislation before Congress adjourns. The NC Pediatric Society represents almost
2000 members in NC seeking to foster physical, social, and emotional well-being of infants,
children, adolescents and young adults.
The Family First Prevention Services Act of 2016 is a comprehensive, bipartisan effort to improve
how the child welfare system serves children and families in adversity. Family First represents
more than two years of work and vetting among a wide-range of stakeholders, including numerous
high-quality congregate care providers. It is a pivotal opportunity for a major federal policy shift
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away from placing children in out-of-home care and toward keeping families together. Congregate
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Children in or at-risk for entering foster care are especially vulnerable as they are more likely to be

care remains one of the options on the continuum, and the bill does not impose time limits or
restrictions on the use of these settings for children who need them, but the focus is on keeping
families together. The only changes this bill makes for congregate care providers is raising the
standards for quality, so that all children in these settings benefit from the therapeutic value of the
best providers, of which we have several in North Carolina.

exposed to trauma and often have complex medical needs. Using an evidence-based, preventionfocused approach, the legislation offers states the flexibility to use federal foster care funding to
support mental health, substance abuse and in-home parenting skills programs for families of
children at-risk of entering foster care.
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Policies in Family First would improve the lives of vulnerable children and families by allowing
federal foster care funds to be used for prevention services to keep families together and prevent
unnecessary foster care placements. Family First would also improve the quality of facilities serving
children in foster care with the highest behavioral health needs.
Family First is an important step in improving the health of particularly vulnerable children. We urge you
to attach Family First to the continuing resolution.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Scott St. Clair, MD, FAAP, Chapter President
North Carolina Pediatric Society (NCPeds)

