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NC PEDIATRIC SOCIETY PRESENTS 2020 PEDIATRIC INDUSTRY AWARDS 
NC Department of Health and Human Services and Dr. Laura Gerald, MD, MPH Recognized for 

Contributions to State 
 
Raleigh, N.C. — The North Carolina Pediatric Society (NCPeds) has awarded the North Carolina 
Department of Health and Human Services (NCDHHS) and Dr. Laura Gerald, president of the Kate B. 
Reynolds Charitable Trust, with two of its pediatric industry awards for 2020.  The awards were 
presented during the NCPeds Virtual Annual Meeting on Aug. 15, 2020. 
 
The NCDHHS received the James D. Bernstein Excellence in Public Service to Children Award in 
recognition of its nimble response to COVID-19.  The James D. Bernstein Excellence in Public Service to 
Children Award is given to a public servant in either the executive or legislative branch of government in 
recognition of outstanding achievement to improve the health and well being of children and 
adolescents.  
 
“The response of the entire team at NCDHHS has been exceptional, including its immediate and strong 
public health response, targeting testing and other resources for historically marginalized communities, 
expanding child access to food and child care, addressing PPE issues, partnering with stakeholders and 
other state agencies, and being a trusted and reliable ally,” said Susan Mims, MD, MPH, FAAP, NCPeds 
President. 
  
Laura Gerald, MD, MPH was honored with the David T. Tayloe Sr. Award for Outstanding Community 
Service, which is given to a pediatrician who has made exceptional contributions in her/his local 
community or statewide, and that may include efforts beyond the practice setting.  
 
“Dr. Gerald has redefined a ‘community pediatrician,’ for all of us,” said Peter Morris, MD, M.Div., MPH, 
FAAP, and former President of NCPeds. “In her career, Dr. Gerald has promoted community health in 
public health as State Health Director, in social justice, chairing the Task Force that recommended state 
compensation for persons involuntarily sterilized for decades, and in philanthropy, leading the North 
Carolina Health and Wellness Trust Fund and now the Kate B. Reynolds Charitable Trust all the while for 
many years commuting home to rural Robeson County to be a pediatrician as time allowed.”  
  
ABOUT THE NORTH CAROLINA PEDIATRIC SOCIETY 
Founded in 1931, the North Carolina Pediatric Society (NCPeds) is the state affiliate Chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics with more than 2,000 pediatrician and pediatric health professional 
members. Its mission is to empower pediatricians and its partners to foster the physical, social, and 
emotional well-being of infants, children, adolescents and young adults. 
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