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Meet the NHCBA’s New Officers

New Haven Hosts Symposium
on Professionalism

U

Annual Dinner heralded the installation of the Officers for the 2009-2010
association year: (L-R) Executive Director Carolyn Breen Witt, Assistant
Treasurer Howard K. Levine, Secretary Sung-Ho Hwang, President Richard A.
Roberts, President-Elect Charles P. Reed, and Treasurer Irene P. Jacobs. Missing
from photo is Assistant Secretary Robert C. Hinton. For more photos and
details about the dinner, see page 9.

New Haven to Launch Pilot
Mentoring Program

W

By Nagu Kent

ith so many students graduating law school in Connecticut
every year then passing the state bar exam, the process of
looking for employment is daunting. Law schools are busy teaching
students about case law, common and statutory law and using
analytical skills for successful confrontation of legal problems, but
where do new graduates go to learn the practical “rules of lawyering”
or the “unwritten rules” of practice? A knowledge which is essential
to success.
The New Haven County Bar Association (“NHCBA”) and the
Connecticut Bar Association (“CBA”) have partnered to sponsor
a mentoring program for newly-admitted attorneys. The program
will be open to new attorneys who have been sworn in after passing
Continued on page 10
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By Andrew S. Knott

nderwritten by the New Haven County Bar Foundation, the
NHCBA hosted an extraordinarly well attended
symposium entitled “Lincoln on Professionalism” at the New
Haven J.D. on Friday, October 30, 2009.
The Symposium opened with a pre-recorded welcome from
Chief Justice Chase Rogers. The heart of the program featured short
video vignettes of quotes, writings and actions of Abraham Lincoln
from his days of practicing law that illustrated various characteristics
of professionalism such as “justice and fairness”, “dignity and
civility”, “brevity and clarity”, “courtesy and goodwill”, and
“diligence”. Following each vignette, a panel of judges and attorneys
discussed their interpretations of the vignette, with participation
from those in attendance.
Panel speakers included 14 judges of various jurisdictions and
venues, and another 14 attorneys from both the private practice and
public sector. The Symposium wrapped up with a panel discussion
featuring Hon. F. Herbert Gruendel, Hon. Lubbie Harper, William
Dow, and Louis R. Pepe, and a keynote address written by Hon.
Continued on page 12

Lawyers + Golf = Relaxation

Ben Snaider was one of many golfers who enjoyed the NHCBA’s Golf
Tournament on September 14, 2009. See page 7 for details.

Season’s Greetings from the NHCBA


President's Column

It’s Never Too Late
by Richard A. Roberts

I
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n May of
1983, when I
walked across the
stage wearing my
cap and gown at
my law school
graduation, I
did not receive a
diploma. Not to
worry, this is not my public admission that
I didn’t graduate from law school: I did.
It’s just that the diplomas weren’t printed
up yet. Instead, the dean handed us each
our law school application essay. It was
pretty startling. Mine was replete with how
I wanted to serve the public interest and
represent those without access to justice
(which is why it makes sense that I do
insurance defense!). It’s not surprising that I
would have had these aspirations as a young
man; what’s remarkable is that in just three
short years, my focus had already changed.
My main goal was no longer serving the
greater good; it was getting a job.
I’m sure many of us had similar goals of
serving the greater good that got lost in the
shuffle. As the realities of paying student
loans, mortgages, etc. took hold, those lofty
aspirations probably got tucked even further

T

his jury trial
was going
too smoothly; I
kept waiting for the
other shoe to fall.
When it did fall,
and it inevitably
does, it was a high
heeled shoe. Or to
be exact, a pair of very pointy, shiny, black
high-heeled shoes.
It was a hearing in damages against
Allstate and my client was a very attractive
26 year old with curly black hair and long
legs. She was very likeable and seemed a
good witness. She was rear-ended in an
automobile accident three years ago and had
lower back and neck pain. The x-rays and
a CAT-scan showed nothing and she was
discharged by her doctor after about four
months of the customary heat treatments,
etc. His discharge summary said she had
good neck motion and flexibility.

away. But it doesn’t have to be that way.
You can give back to the community by
getting involved in the bar association. The
Public Service Committee of the NHCBA
has an active partnership with LEAP, an
after-school program for inner city youth;
volunteer drives for the Downtown Evening
Soup Kitchen (“DESK”); and collection
efforts for the Diaper Bank, to name some
of its projects. If there is a cause near and
dear to you in which you think lawyers
would enjoy getting involved, I’d urge
you to join the committee and start a new
program. Or coordinate with the committee
and become a team leader for a charity walk
or ride. The committee can always use your
help on existing public service projects.
For newer lawyers, the New Haven
Young Lawyers does great public service
activities, including the Toys for Tots
collection; fundraisers for causes such as the
DESK and New Haven Legal Assistance
Association (“LAA”); and the Horn of
Plenty Food and Clothing Drive. And, they
have a blast doing all that and then some.
Moreover, the Pro Bono Committee
works with LAA to help people in landlordtenant disputes, foreclosures and family
matters. Never done that kind of work? No
worries, they’ll train you. In view of recent
major cutbacks, LAA can use your help now
more than ever.
Continued on page 8

Editor's Column

High-Heeled Shoes
by Jonathan J. Einhorn
She never lost a day of work, but she
continued to complain of constant neck
and back pain that affected her life and
daily routines. Her testimony was my only
evidence of her injury. (No husband or
anyone to verify her complaints.)
I couldn’t ask for better breaks: My
opponent was very pleasant, Judge Angela
Robinson tried a very smooth, non-intrusive
case, and Allstate never offered their
photographs of the minimal damage to
the rear end of my client’s car or her prior
neck and injury from another collision. The
defendant never showed.
One quirk: it turned out the jury was
all women. No particular reason, just the
vagaries of the draw. Sure, there were a
few men in the venire mix, but I had to
challenge each for obvious reasons.
Continued on page 6

Leadership Circle 2010: Time to Join!
by Carolyn B. Witt

T

wo years ago the New Haven County Bar Association
launched its popular Leadership Circle, a stewardship
program that allows area firms to raise their visibility, support
the association and be fiscally prudent when planning for bar
participation. The 2010 Leadership Circle campaign is now
underway, and all members are urged to consider joining this
elite group.
The NHCBA is one of the more active legal organizations in the
state, hosting a variety of social and educational events, including
CLE seminars on a wide range of topics, a Nuts & Bolts CLE
Series for new lawyers, the Lawyer Referral Service, various benchbar receptions, Lunch with a Judge programs, the Annual Dinner,
Holiday Party, Clerk Appreciation Luncheon, Summer Outing, and
Golf Tournament events, and the Marble Columns newsletter.
Recent special events and projects have included the
incredibly successful “Lincoln on Professionalism” Symposium
held a few weeks ago, bringing together the bench and bar to talk
about civility and the legal profession from a new perspective;
last year’s surveys and “town meeting” sessions which gathered
information on local sentiment regarding the mandatory
continuing legal education proposal; and the historical exhibition
and New Haven lawyer history book developed for the 2007
Charter Centennial Celebration.
Feedback from Leadership Circle participants has been
quite positive. Firms have indicated they were happy with the
ability to select a “package” of sponsorship and participation
opportunities. The program was created to offer a range of
sponsorship levels, to ensure that your organization receives
tickets to Bar Association events for your attorneys, and
to provide a more predictable mechanism for your firm or
organization to budget and support the Bar Association’s
educational and social activities.

T

Participation opportunities range from recognition of
your firm as a “Champion” at the $7,500 contribution level to
designation as a “Friend” at the $500 contribution level. Each
level includes sponsorship recognition at all Bar Association
events, tickets to our major events and activities, print
advertising in both the legal and general communities, and
acknowledgement in local business publications. Recognition in
the Marble Columns alone reaches nearly 2,000 attorneys, legal
professionals and judges.
Please note that this annual campaign is separate from, and
does not include, charitable donations to the New Haven County
Bar Foundation, or other community service projects that are
supported by the Bar Association. The Bar Foundation holds its
annual appeal each Spring and hosts various fundraising events in
support of community and other charitable activities. We hope
that you will also consider supporting the Bar Foundation in its
charitable giving campaign next year.
On behalf of the Association, I thank you in advance for your
consideration of this opportunity and your part in enabling the
Association to continue its programs. I welcome any comments
or questions you may have about the Leadership Circle and would
be happy to speak with you. Program details can be found on our
website, www.newhavenbar.org.
The NHCBA looks forward to another very positive and
productive year, thanks to the energy and enthusiasm of our
members. b

See page 11 for the
2009 Leadership Circle List

The Trusts, Estates & Probate Committee Hosts Reception

he Trusts, Estates and Probate Committee held their 4th
annual Probate Bench-Bar Reception at The Graduate
Club on October 29th. A great turnout of judges and attorneys

(L-R) Vince Liberti, Lisa Nachmias Davis, Greg Barringer,
and Whitney Lewendon

made it a fun and interactive evening. Special thanks to reception
sponsors Guilford Savings Bank and Fidelity Investments. b

(L-R) Edward Sinclair, Committee Co-Chair Ingi Loorand,
and Agnes Orlowski


Guest Column

Take a Letter

A

by William F. Dow, III

lthough I am of the generation of
the protagonists in the current “in”
TV show, Mad Men, I don’t believe I do
or am capable of sharing their workplace
practices. I haven’t seen a drink consumed
in this office during business hours in
33 years. And while there was a time a good many years ago that
tobacco products were consumed on the premises, that is no longer
the case. [I do have reason to believe, however, that after 5:00 pm
the cleaning people smoke cigars in my office, leaving ashes and
butts and that almost tangible, rich, exhilarating odor. . . . . . Sorry,
I got distracted there for a minute.]
And the show’s relationship between ad execs and staff differs
markedly from what I am used to. The Mad Men characters, smug
and self-centered, literally to a man, treat their staff and secretaries
like indentured servants. And that’s on a good day. That, thankfully,
has not been my experience.   
On the contrary, I have, for the past twenty-five years responded
to the directions of Lori Coliacovo Della Camera, my personal
secretary. It has been a relationship which she has endured and
from which I have and continue to benefit. Lori, then Coliacovo,
began to work for our firm when she was about eighteen. Just
out of Quinnipiac with a Secretarial Degree, she worked first with
another attorney in our office. When my then-secretary responded
to Cupid’s call and opted for marriage over typing, the call went out
internally for a replacement. There was a dearth of responses. Ms.
Coliacovo drew the short straw.
Those were the days, some may remember, when secretaries and
staff—indeed, perhaps, a bit like the Mad Men staff—came to work
all gussied up, high heels, hair-do’s and all. Times have changed.
As the now-Mrs. Della Camera informs me, she was then young,
new and working for a partner, and was a bit intimidated for two
weeks. I do not remember that to be so. What I know is that, on the
contrary, I have been under her thumb and watchful eye since the
very beginning.  
Mrs. Della Camera is a woman of many talents. She does all the
normal secretarial things—typing, filing, calendaring, scheduling
and the like. But anyone can do that. Those are learned skills.
What Lori does, though, is exceptional. She thinks and consistently
exercises extraordinarily good judgment. Hard to describe, but
you know it when you see it. Which calls to put through; which
to hold. Which letter to revise before I say something I’ll regret.
Which brief or memorandum is illogical or incomprehensible and
needs revision. How and whom to cajole to get the document,
continuance or response I really need. How to mend broken fences
with nervous clients I don’t have time to call.
While Lori has an active and intense interest in my work, she
is not shy about expressing her opinions about the quality of my
representation. “Who did you send to jail today,” is a question
frequently asked. “You charged him how much? You should be

For all the latest news and information,
visit us on the web, at
www.newhavenbar.org!


ashamed of yourself.” In my fee letters she often adds her own
paragraph advising clients they can find less expensive and better
representation elsewhere just to see if I catch it before signing.
So, I wonder, where does this attitude come from? Could it be
those comments I have made that it often appears she types with her
knuckles? Or maybe a reaction to my complaint that if I only had
a decent staff I could actually become a good lawyer? It might just
be because I refuse to admit it’s my fault when I dictate the wrong
letter to the wrong person and she catches it. Whatever.
Obviously, I am very fortunate to have had for a quarter-ofa-century a conscientious, extremely intelligent and dedicated
supervisor masking as a secretary who makes it possible for me to
practice law. I literally could not practice without her guidance.
I have highlighted her many qualities but neglected to mention
her greatest strength: she knows how to tell me when I’m getting too
big for my britches. Perhaps a story—a true story—will illustrate.
One afternoon I leave my desk to talk to Lori. She isn’t there.
I return back five minutes later. She isn’t there. I am irked. Back
again. Still not there. Now I’m miffed. I page her. No response.
Now I’m PO’d. Finally she’s there. At her desk. On the phone. I
blow up. “Where were you? I need to know where you are. You just
can’t disappear like that.” She puts down the phone, looks up and
patiently explains, “Tell you what. From now on I’ll just give you a
signal when I’m at my desk,” and she holds up the middle finger of
her left hand. Point made. Ego readjusted.
Thanks, Lori, for twenty-five years of good judgment and many
doses of reality. b

Large Turnout at Memorial Service

I

By Jonathan J. Einhorn

n a unique show of support and solidarity with fellow
NHCBA members and their families, and described as one of
the most significant functions performed by the NHCBA, a large
number of members attended the Service of Remembrance on
November 5, 2009.
Attendees spilled in to the hallways of the ninth floor Jury
Assembly Room for the annual event which this year honored the
memory of 13 local lawyers and judges who passed away over the
last year. An informal survey indicates that of the 13, at least nine
were avid golfers.
The event was chaired by Dick Jacobs as in the past, who
introduced speakers and also offered condolences on the recent
untimely combat death of young Captain Ben Sklaver, son of
NHCBA members Gary and Laura Sklaver.
Administrative Judge Hon. Linda K. Lager gave opening and
closing remarks. NHCBA President Richard A. Roberts spoke
briefly. Also in attendance were the Superior Court judges and
referees sitting in New Haven. United States District Judge Peter
Dorsey also attended, as usual.

Pellegrino Law Firm Hosts
Russian Visitors

Samuel W. Bowlby, formerly with LeClair Ryan and Tyler
Cooper, was memorialized by his friend and partner, Mike Dorney.
Sam was married to NHCBA member Penny Mason.
Wiggin and Dana attorney Bob Cavanaugh was eulogized by
Maureen Weaver. Don Cellotto, Jr. spoke of his father, the late Hon.
Donald W. Cellotto, Jr. (who would have enjoyed the Yankees latest
victory), and Danbury Bar member Fran Collins spoke of his friend,
the late Hon. Albert W. Cretella, Jr., a former legislator, Superior
Court Judge and Appellate Court judge. Judge Cretella was married
to Judge Antoinette Dupont.
The life of Kenneth Decatur Heath, who died at the early age of
38, was eulogized by his friend and associate at Wiggin and Dana,
Kim E. Rinehart. Howard Jacobs eulogized Leonard Levy, with
whom he had been friendly since Troup Junior High School. The
Hon. Brian T. Fischer described his late friend, Thomas Malec of
West Haven, and the Hon. Charles Gill returned to New Haven
to speak of the well-known Jack McGrail, who died recently after
suffering a stroke about 10 years ago.
The late Hon. Frank S. Meadow (of indeterminate age),
was described by the Hon. Robert I. Berdon; Bernie Pellegrino
memorialized his late partner, a land use attorney and true
gentleman, Frank Morgillo; Jack Whalen spoke of the late Irving
Smirnoff, whose airplane tie clip will remain a memory to all who
practiced at the old 8th circuit court.
The Hon. William L. Hadden, Jr. eulogized his long-time
friend, the late Tom Staley, who died just 16 days before his wife
died. Attorney and Woodbridge First Selectman Edward Sheehy
remembered his long time friend and Valley ex-patriot, the late Lou
Whitehead (whose license plate may be in demand). b		

IN MEMORIAM
Name

New Haven and Pskov lawyers enjoyed spending a morning together.

On October 1, 2009, The Pellegrino Law Firm was was
honored to play host to ten Russian judges, lawyers and
notaries who visited the U.S. as part of the Open World
International Exchange Program. The dignitaries travelled
from Pskov, Russia to visit Connecticut courts, law firms
and law schools. The attorneys at the Pellegrino Law
Firm discussed the day to day practice of law, as well as
specific areas of the law, including personal injury, medical
malpractice, divorce, zoning, and real estate closings.
The hope of the exchange program is to foster a better
understanding of the rule of law and demonstrate how we
practice law to protect individual rights. The Russians have
visited New Haven at least once a year since the program
began in 2001. b

Samuel W. Bowlby
Robert F. Cavanagh
Hon. Donald W. Celotto
Hon. Albert W. Cretella, Jr.
Kenneth Decatur Heath
Leonard Louis Levy
Thomas O. Malec
John R. McGrail
Hon. Frank S. Meadow
Frank M. Morgillo
Irving Smirnoff
Thomas J. Staley, Sr.
Lewis Richard Whitehead Jr.

Date Passed

10/5/2009
3/14/2009
3/28/2009
3/7/2009
2/9/2009
4/28/2009
4/17/2009
10/13/2009
4/25/2009
1/4/2009
12/20/2008
4/25/2009
5/31/2009



Past President's Column

The Slingshot Principle
by Jane I. Milas

T

he “slingshot principle” is a term
I’ve heard in many contexts,
scientific and non-scientific. With apologies
to the scientists among us, colloquially
it refers to a situation in which one must
pull back in order to really fly forward. In
today’s professional climate that concept
seems to particularly resonate.
Many attorneys and law firms have
found themselves “pulling back” in one way or another over the
past year. While pulling back in response to economic pressures
is a situation no one wants to experience, pulling back does not
always have to be viewed as a negative. Pulling back also can mean
taking time out—however briefly—from the routine aspects of daily
business, from putting out the fires, from running from court to
meeting—to participate in activities that impact our professional
development and our profession itself in ways broader than our
immediate “to do” list.
As the Managing Attorney of my firm I certainly am aware
of the day-to-day pressures facing all of us both as members of
a distinguished profession and as business people who have bills
to pay, payrolls to meet, light bulbs that need changing, copiers
that malfunction, and monthly staff birthday parties that require
cake and ice cream. This column is not about running away to
some mythical island paradise, however attractive that may seem
on certain days. What I am suggesting is that pulling back from
one’s daily grind to take a CLE course, attend a bar association
or practice group meeting, participate on a bar association
committee, enjoy a golf tournament, summer outing, holiday
party, or mentor a new colleague, can enrich and energize us and
move us forward a little faster than if we neglected to look beyond
the stack of papers on our desks.
It has been my pleasure and privilege over the past year to have
worked with the outstanding staff of the Association led by Carrie

Witt, the members of the Executive Committee who have never
failed to bring their insight, energy, and professionalism to the
monthly Executive Committee meetings, and the many Committee
Chairs who truly are the heart and soul of the Association and who
constantly amaze me with their commitment to the work of the
NHCBA. I am so thankful to have had this opportunity.
I found over the past year that “pulling back” from the daily
routine in order to participate in the life of the profession on
a broader scale through the NHCBA has given me a renewed
appreciation for our profession that has carried forward into my
daily legal work representing clients. Despite having practiced law
for many years, I have found that there is always something new to
learn and the NHCBA is a great vehicle for professional growth.
A story is told about Leonardo da Vinci and his work on the
painting of “The Last Supper.” As da Vinci was working on his
masterpiece he would spend hours, sometimes days, staring at the
work in progress, after which he would take a brush and make one or
two brush strokes. The monks in the monastery complained about
the slow progress of the work. In reply, da Vinci stated, “When I
pause the longest, I make the most telling strokes of my brush.”
While none of us can spend days staring at a blank wall or
canvas, da Vinci’s message of the necessity of the “time out” in
order to reflect, recharge, and reevaluate is important to all of us
as busy legal professionals. I encourage everyone over the coming
year to “pause” from the daily work routine and participate in one
of the many events and activities sponsored by the NHCBA. Our
professional lives will be the better for having done so. b

e’re glad
to be on
your team.

Editor’s Column, continued from p. 2
Trial began and it dawned on me that I was the only man in
the courtroom; the entire jury, my client, my opponent, the judge,
the judge’s clerk, and the court reporter were all women. Not much
testosterone there.
As expected, we obtained a plaintiff ’s verdict, but it wasn’t as
high as everyone (even my opponent), expected. What happened?
Judge Robinson allowed us to speak with the jury and they were
pleased to explain, what to each of them was obvious.
The other shoe had dropped. “It was her high-heeled shoes,”
several jurors chirped gleefully. “If she really still had back problems,
she wouldn’t be wearing high-heeled shoes,” they offered. One
juror even noted that she noticed that the bottoms of the shoes
were scuffed, indicating that she had worn them on more than one
occasion. One mentioned that, “if you had a jury of all men, they
wouldn’t have caught this.”
So, in the end, they didn’t believe my client’s claim of present
back injury. The other shoe had dropped, but I never expected it
to be black, with a three-inch heel. We’re going to keep a pair of
orthopedic work boots in the office for the next such occasion. b


Webster is pleased to be a sponsor of the New Haven County
Bar Association Golf Tournament. For more information on our
attorney financial services package, contact Jordan Arovas at
203.782.4656 or via email at jarovas@websterbank.com
Visit WebsterBank.com
Webster Bank, N.A.
Member FDIC

The Webster Symbol, Webster Bank and Webster We Find a Way are registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
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“Working Hard” on the Golf Course

t was a great day for golf! The Fourth Annual NHCBA Golf
Tournament, sponsored by Webster Bank, was held on
Monday, September 14, 2009 at Lyman Orchards and the
weather fully cooperated. Players arrived for warm-up and a
breakfast sponsored by Littler Mendelson, then enjoyed a sunny
morning on the golf course. A luncheon, sponsored by Fidelity
Investments, rounded out the event.
Awards were presented to the winning team of Josh Luksberg,
Alex Maresca, Chris Novak and Rich Gora, along with recognitions
of Closest to the Pin to Paul Edwards, Longest Men’s Drive to Josh
Luksberg, and Longest Women’s Drive to Bonnie Akiri. Other door
prizes were also presented.
Tournament Chair Greg Podolak acknowledged the generous
support from Webster Bank, Fidelity Investments, Littler
Mendelson, and Saxe Dornberger & Vita, as well as the many
tee sponsors, and thanked his committee (Michael Clear, Sharon
Rogalski, Ryan Scully, David Vegliante, and Steve Murphy) and the
bar staff for their assistance in planning the tournament. b

Taking home the trophy in this year’s tournament was the winning team of
(L-R) Josh Luksberg, Alex Maresca, Chris Novak and Rich Gora

Clockwise from top left: Players all gathered for
a lunch and awards ceremony at the end of the
tournament. [Paul Edwards received the prize for
Closest to the Pin.]; Carrie Witt (L) congratulates
Bonnie Akiri after a good drive.; (L-R) Kevin Hines,
Ryan Scully, Todd Richardson and Stacy Votto;
(L-R) Matthew Gaul, Matt Peterson, Howard
Levine, and Kurt Piantek; (L-R) Tournament
Chair Greg Podolak, sponsor Jeff Klaus (Webster
Bank), Tracy Saxe, and sponsor Eric Anderson
(Webster Bank); (L-R) Steve Murphy, Eric
Breeden, Tom Daly, and Gary Kaisen; (L-R)
Jo-Ann Sensale, Carrie Witt, sponsor Bonnie Akiri
(Fidelity Investments), and NHCBA President
Jane Milas; (L-R) John Wynne, John A. Parese,
George Lemieux, and John M. Parese.
		

Thank you to out sponsors!
Eagle Sponsor: WebsterBank
Birdie Sponsor: Fidelity Investments
Par Sponsors: Littler Mendelson, PC
Saxe Dornberger & Vita
Tee Sponsors: Carmody & Torrance
The Chiarelli Law Firm Day Pitney LLP
Garcia & Milas, P.C. Hinckley, Allen & Snyder LLP
Jacobs, Grudberg, Belt, Dow & Katz
Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder Loughlin Fitzgerald, P.C.
Marshals Sandy Levine and Bill Stewart
David McNamara, West - Thomson Reuters
Neubert Pepe & Monteith, P.C.
Nuzzo & Roberts, L.L.C. Stratton Faxon
Wiggin and Dana LLP



Over the Counter
News and Information from the Clerks of the New Haven Courts
By Patricia Nielsen, Caseflow Coordinator, Foreclosure Mediation Program, New Haven Superior Court
E-Filing Mandatory beginning
December 5th!
Electronic filing of all civil matters, with
very limited exceptions, is mandatory
beginning December 5, 2009. This means
that everything – case initiation as well
as all subsequent motions, pleadings and
documents – must be filed electronically.
There are very limited exceptions.
Matters that are not subject to
the e-filing requirement are drug asset
forfeitures, habeas cases, foreign civil
judgments, summary process, housing
civil matters, and foreign protective
orders. In addition, cases that include
a prejudgment remedy, Applications to
Discharge a Mechanics Lien and Petitions
for Discharge of Mortgage or Lis Pendens,
as well as state highway condemnation
cases can not be initiated electronically;
however, all subsequent motions, pleadings
and documents must be e-filed. E-filing of
foreclosure matters has been mandatory
since September 1st.
Attorneys are encouraged to begin
using e-filing right away so that they will
be proficient with the process before it is
mandatory. Only attorneys and law firms
who have been granted an exclusion as well
as self-represented parties will be able to
continue to file on paper.
What’s in it for you?
What are the advantages of e-filing? E-filing
is quick and efficient. Documents that are
e-filed appear in the electronic file right
away. There are no delays for processing or
coding. No need to come to the courthouse
for copies or to conform your hours to
those of the courthouse. E-filing allows
attorneys to access documents in a file from
their own computers whenever they wish.
It also allows them to download and print
documents at the office.
To make e-filing work most efficiently,
it is very important that attorneys use the
proper code when e-filing documents.
Using the proper code enables the court
staff to accurately assess the pleadings and
ensures that time-sensitive matters are
handled promptly.
Further information about e-filing is
available on the Judicial Branch website.


Questions about e-filing should be directed
to Eservices@jud.ct.gov.
Save the trees!
The court is going paperless! Civil cases
with return dates beginning January 5,
2010 will no longer have paper files in civil
cases. This means that attorneys will not be
able to come to court to peruse those files.
They will only be available via computer.
New Procedures in Foreclosures
E-filing became mandatory for foreclosure
matters on September 1st. All pleadings,
motions and documents, including full
appraisals, must be e-filed. The only
exceptions are the Committee Deed and
Motions to be Made A Party defendant.
In addition, all documents necessary to
obtain Judgment of Foreclosure as set forth
in the Uniform Procedures for Foreclosure
Judgment Presentation Instructions (JDCV-78) except original notes, mortgage
deeds and assignment of mortgages, must be
e-filed separately using the appropriate title
of the document. They must be e-filed no
later than 8:00 a.m. on the Friday before
the Monday Short Calendar.
Foreclosure Committee
Information
Committees are appointed by the
court from a list of approved attorneys
maintained by the clerk’s office. A
committee may only be appointed in the
Judicial District where the attorney’s main
office is located.
Beginning November 1, 2009,
attorneys appointed as Committees in
Judgments of Foreclosure By Sale will
be required to post the foreclosure ad
on the Judicial Branch website using
the Foreclosure Ad Posting program
in E-Services as well as place an add in
the newspaper in accordance with the
Standing Orders. Quick Cards instructing
Committees in the use of the Foreclosure
Ad Posting program are available at the
Clerk’s office.
Committees are reminded that they
must mark their motions for the Short
Calendar. Items may be marked “Ready,”
“Take Papers” or “Off.” Items that are not
marked will not go forward.

Appointments and Honors
There have been some new appointments
in New Haven. Nancy Bauer, Assistant
Clerk in the Family Division has been
appointed to the position of Acting First
Assistant Clerk. Nancy will continue
her able leadership in Family matters.
Lisa Cambisaca has been appointed to
the position of Acting Court Operations
Assistant. Lisa is in charge of the Jury
Services Office on the 9th Floor.
Please join us in congratulating Abigail
Vazquez who was the recipient of the
annual Chief Court Administrator’s Award
for Service Excellence.
Scheduling Note
Please note that no Short Calendars will be
scheduled for the week of December 28th.
Quality Candidates
We would like to remind you that many
of our Temporary Assistant Clerks are
seeking positions in the private sector. If
you are thinking of taking on an associate
or looking for someone to assist you on
a part-time basis, we may have just the
person on our staff who would be wellsuited to your practice. Our T.A.C.s gain
valuable experience with “behind-thescenes” work in both the Clerk’s Office and
in the courtrooms. Why not contact Chief
Clerk Bill Sadek or Deputy Chief Clerks
Alice Bruno and Lou Fagnani for some
suggestions? b

President’s Column, continued from p. 2
Of course, there are many other ways to
get involved in the NHCBA. Go to our web
site, www.newhavenbar.org, and check out
our list of committees. Find one that suits
you, and consider getting involved in one.
I am excited to be the incoming
president of this vibrant organization. I
welcome your ideas of what additional
activities and programs will better serve
your needs. Please call me at 203-250-2000
or e-mail me at rroberts@nuzzo-roberts.com
if you have any thoughts about how we can
do things better. I look forward to hearing
from you! b

Annual Dinner

T

By Andrew S. Knott

he Annual Dinner kicked off the 2009-2010 Bar year on
September 30 at the Laurel View Country Club in Hamden.
This year’s slate of officers were installed, with Rick Roberts
assuming the presidency, and Charlie Reed, Irene Jacobs, Sung-Ho
Hwang, Bob Hinton, Howard Levine, and Jane Milas accepting the
positions of President-Elect, Treasurer, Secretary, Assistant Secretary,
Assistant Treasurer, and Immediate Past President, respectively.
Bernard Christianson, of Jacobs, Grudberg, Belt, Dow, & Katz,
P.C., received the Yale Sappern Civility Award for his “patience,
fairness with clients and counsel, and compassion in an area of law
known for raw emotions.” Pat Sappern gave the tribute. Before
practicing in the area of family and matrimonial law, Bernie spent
fourteen years as the Supervisor of the Family Relations Division of
the Superior Court, and worked with Yale Sappern. Sappern also
was a supervisor of the New Haven Family Division; this award
recognizes a legal professional who, like Mr. Sappern, embodies the
principles of civility and professionalism.
Anthony M. Fitzgerald, of Carmody & Torrance, received the
Lifetime Achievement Award, which highlights a local attorney
or judge who “has made outstanding contributions to the legal
profession; is held in high esteem and regard by clients, colleagues,
and the judiciary; practices with the highest ethical and professional
standards” ; and who has been practicing for at least forty years.
Fitzgerald’s record of achievement is far too voluminous to mention
here, but his work as a trial attorney spans beyond the fields of personal
injury, energy, and commercial law. Bill Doyle gave the tribute.
The Liberty Bell Award, introduced by Cheever Tyler, went
to Louise Endel for her boundless community service in the New
Haven area. Amongst other charities which she has assisted, Endel

has served as a trustee for the Long Wharf Theater, and helped
establish both the International Festival of Arts and Ideas and the
L.E.A.P. program. The Liberty Bell Award goes to non-lawyers
who “have encouraged greater respect for law and the courts,
stimulated a sense of civic responsibility, and/or contributed to good
government in the community.”
Also in attendance were attorneys from our sister bar in Pskov,
Russia, thanks to the work of the Honorable Jon Silbert.
Not only was the Annual Dinner a success for the bar, it also
served as a fundraiser for the Bar Foundation in that over $1,500
was raised for the charity.
The NHCBA would like to thank the Leadership Circle firms
for their support, as well as the following generous sponsors of the
dinner: Citibank, ISI New England, Fidelity Investments, and
LexisNexis. b
Top row, L-R: Rick Roberts and his family Carol, Bryan, and Emily; Louise
Endel receives the Liberty Bell Award from President Rick Roberts. Cheever
Tyler gave the tribute; Pat Sappern, Beverly Hodgson, Michael Koskoff, Deb
Eldrich and Gary Sklaver. Middle Row (L-R): Bernie Christianson and
Pat Sappern; Tony Fitzgerald receives the Lifetime Achievement Award from
President Rick Roberts; Maria Chiarelli receives her president’s plaque from
newly installed Bar Foundation President Vincent Cervoni; Todd Richardson
receives from Jane Milas the Young Lawyers’ President Gavel as thanks for his
year of leadership. Stacy Votto is the new president of the New Haven Young
Lawyers Section. Bottom Row: Jane Milas passes the presidential gavel to Rick
Roberts; Bob Engelman, one of five new honorary members, receives a gift from
Executive Director Carolyn Breen Witt at the dinner. The other Honorary
Members recognized were Frank J. Dumark, Roger J. Frechette Sr., Jerome A.
Lacobelle Sr., and William P. Simon; David Schaefer, Harold Donegan and
Irene Jacobs; Norb Church with June Gold.



Mentoring, continued from p. 1
the February 2009 or July 2009 Connecticut bar examinations,
and who plan to reside or practice in the Greater New Haven area
(roughly from Madison to Milford to Meriden).
Under this program, participating newly-admitted attorneys
will be assigned an experienced attorney from the New Haven area
as a mentor. Commencing in January 2010, mentors will meet
periodically with their mentees to provide orientation, advice and
guidance about the practice of law. The activities to be undertaken
in the course of the free one-year program will be agreed upon in
advance by each mentor/mentee pair and written in a mentoring
plan. The plan will include joint attendance at a range of bar
functions and activities; opportunities for the mentees to observe or
“shadow” their mentors in the performance of a range of lawyering
tasks; and a series of informal (at least monthly) meetings and
conversations to assist the mentee in starting to develop the skills,

judgment, ethics, and professional approaches necessary for success
in the practice of law.
Task Forces from the NHCBA and CBA will be monitoring and
providing logistical support for the program, which is sponsored
in part by a grant from the Connecticut Bar Foundation. A final
report will be issued at the end of the first year, and the hope is that
the model for this program can be shared with other associations
throughout the state.
Louis R. Pepe (Pepe & Hazard), Howard Klebanoff (Klebanoff
& Alfano) and Brad Saxton (Dean of Quinnipiac University School
of Law), along with committee members from both the NHCBA
and CBA, have been instrumental in putting this program together.
NHCBA staff member Nagu Kent will administer the program.
Newly-admitted lawyers who would like to participate
in this new program should contact the New Haven County
Bar Association at 203-562-9652 or e-mail at NHCBAinfo@
newhavenbar.org. b

RAYMOND E. CESTAR
Vocational Expert
*4*/ĖĨ& ğĘĝ Ēğĕ

JTUIFQSFGFSSFEWFOEPSPGUIF
/FX)BWFO$PVOUZ#BS"TTPDJBUJPO

/BUIBO(BSEOFS
%JSFDUPSPG4BMFT
OHBSEOFS!JTJDPN
4ĒĝĖĤ%ĚģĖĔĥ*4*

Specializing in
Personal Injury • Wage Analysis • Testimony - Reports
Social Security Disability • Worker's Compensation Claims
P. O. Box 4478
Wallingford, CT 06492

Tel: 203.248.9037
Fax: 203.288.3269

294 Church Street, Guilford, CT 06437
Conveniently located off I-95, exit 58

203-738-0040
www.gentlehandschiro.com

Win More Cases, Win Larger Settlements, and Be More Successful!
Dr. Karina Altieri is a licensed chiropractic physician, with a private practice in
Guilford. She is proud to announce her new certification on a post graduate 36 hour
credits in the New AMA Guide 6th edition. She had previously completed 36 hours
credit in the AMA Guide 5th. Dr. Altieri has been in practice for 6 years and is one of
the most successful Spanish Chiropractors in the greater New Haven area.
She specializes in personal injury cases, but also treats a variety of different illnesses.
Dr. Altieri offers second biomechanical evaluation, an impairment rating upon
patients meeting Maximal Medical Improvement, and opinions concerning further
conservative care prior to medical release and/or settlement.
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Assistant Editor’s Column

Mr. Morris had a way with the ladies—even to the point of
injury: Legend has it that he lost his leg as a result of jumping out
a bedroom window while escaping a jealous and angry husband.
And the addition of a pegleg didn’t stop him from dancing, or
well-taught elementary schooler can
anything else for that matter; in fact it only increased his mojo. At
parrot back that Thomas Jefferson
one point in his life he shared a mistress with French revolutionist
penned the Declaration of Independence.
and diplomat, Talleyrand. And when he did settle down—not that
Yet, the main draftsman of the United
it changed his lifestyle very much—his wife was rumored to be a
States Constitution remains largely
murderer learned in the art of incest.
unknown—even to attorneys. What’s more, this draftsman is
In other ways, though, it’s not surprising that Mr. Morris
something of a contradiction to the type of man many would
was the point man for drafting the constitution. He began his
consider to write the first populist constitution of the modern world. legal career when he was barred at age 19 in New York. Later,
Gouverneur Morris could be described as the ideal aristocrat— he represented his state in Congress under the Articles of
something that the Bronx is not really known to produce—at
Confederation, which he signed. He also had a heavy hand in
least now. His family owned what is currently the lower half of
drafting the New York Constitution of 1777. However, after losing
the borough. His grandfather was governor of New Jersey and
his bid for another term, Gouverneur moved to Philadelphia,
his uncle was lieutenant governor of Pennsylvania; a half brother
which was then the hub of Colonial America. There, he accepted
signed the Declaration of Independence, and another half brother
appointment as Pennsylvania’s Assistant Minister of Finance; he
held both the positions of British general and Parliament member. later became a delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1787.
It is thus fair to say that Gouverneur Morris was connected. But it It was in this last position where Mr. Morris made his deepest mark.
is also fair to say that he was a rake.
Mr. Morris was the most active speaker on the convention
floor, speaking 174 times, despite having missed the entire month
of June. I haven’t decided if this is something that should be
taken as a benefit or a detriment to him. But whatever the case,
it may be what got him appointed to the Committee of Style
New Haven County Bar Association
and Arrangement, along with other convention heavyweights
such as Alexander Hamilton, William Samuel Johnson (from
Connecticut), James Madison, and Rufus King. It was out of this
committee that the final version of our constitution came, and
primarily from Morris’ hand.
The then current draft of the Constitution was an unwieldy
mess, with inconsistent language and contradictory provisions glaring
throughout the document. But four days after he put his quill to it,
Carmody & Torrance
Morris emerged with what we now call the U.S. Constitution.
In those four days, Morris slipped in a few of his pet
Garcia & Milas
doctrines—his favorite being the presidential veto. However, while
Nuzzo & Roberts
such a provision has had huge consequences in the running of our
country, perhaps his most widely recognizable change was in the
Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder
Preamble, which he changed from “The States” to the familiar,
Patron
“We the People.”
Hinckley, Allen & Snyder LLP
After the adoption of the Constitution, Morris went on to
act as George Washington’s emissary to England in order to work
Jacobs Grudberg Belt Dow & Katz
out some details of the peace treaty following the Revolution. He
Littler Mendelson, P.C.
also served as a diplomat to France where he used his connections
Loughlin FitzGerald
to save the Marquee de LaFayette’s wife from the guillotine (but
interestingly refused to help free Thomas Paine from prison there.)
Neubert, Pepe & Monteith
And, for good measure, he served out a vacant seat in the Senate.
Wiggin & Dana
Gouverneur Morris clearly had the brains and skill to be the
Supporter
President or long-term senator. But his abilities coexisted with a
The Chiarelli Law Firm • The Gallagher Law Firm
caustic and blunt manner that put him at a disadvantage when
Jacobs & Jacobs • Parrett, Porto, Parese & Colwell
it came to voter support; and this, matched with his personal
Reid & Riege
dalliances, added up to a man a little too human to make it into
the textbooks. b
Friend
Burt Law Offices • GraphLogic Inc.
Law Offices of Sung-Ho Hwang, LLC
Winnick, Ruben, Chambers, Hoffnung and Peabody

The Multifaceted Morris
by Andrew S. Knott

A

Leadership Circle 2009
Champion

Stratton Faxon
Benefactor

Contact the NHCBA for information on how to join the
2010 Leadership Circle, or visit www.newhavenbar.org.

The NHCBA History Book
makes a great holiday gift!
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Lincoln Symposium, continued from p. 1
Alexandra D. DiPentima, but read by Judge
Gruendel in her unavoidable absence.
The annual professionalism symposium
was the brainchild of Pepe, a past president
of the CBA and current chair of the CBA’s
“It is the client who looks to the lawyer, but it is the judge and
the public who look at the lawyer. Honesty builds reputation; a
good reputation, in turn, attracts clients.”
“The leading rule for the lawyer . . . is diligence.”
“In the law, it is generally good policy never to argue what you
need not, lest you oblige yourself to prove what you cannot.”
– Abraham Lincoln, Esq.
Standing Committee on Professionalism.
The symposium has rotated throughout
the state since 2002, and the NHCBA last
co-sponsored this in 2003. The NHCBA’s
Court Relations Committee, Co-chaired by
Alice Bruno and Howard Levine, adopted
the Lincoln vignette program, developed by
the Atlanta Bar Association, as a new way of
looking at an old subject. The Committee
managed the planning and running of
the symposium, with assistance from the
Connecticut Bar Association and Judicial
Branch.

Overall, the Symposium was a huge
success in that it left many attendees with
a renewed sense of civility and collegiality
amongst the bench and bar. b

   

Clockwise from top left : Welcoming the attendees
at the Symposium were (L-R) CBA President Fran
Brady, Chief Administrative Judge Hon. Barbara
Quinn, New Haven JD Administrative Judge
Hon. Linda Lager, and event co-chairs Howard
Levine and Alice Bruno; The assembly broke into
three separate discussion sessions to watch a vignette
about Lincoln then talk about how Lincoln’s actions
apply in today’s practice. Panelists pictured here are
(L-R) Ndidi Moses, Hon. Mark Kravitz, Hon.
Linda Lager, and Brad Gallant; (L-R) Willie Dow
with Hon. Joseph Licari and Hon. Lubbie Harper;
Hon. Herbert Grundel gave the remarks prepared
by Hon. Alexandra DiPentima.
At left: Attendees during the final panel discussion
at the symposium.

The New Haven Executive Centre’s Newest Facility—
Nurturing and Encouraging a Professional Environment

THE NEW HAVEN PROFESSIONAL CENTRE
5 9 E L M S T R E E T Second floor
One Block Away from All Three Courthouses ~ On the Corner of Elm and Orange Sts.
BRAND NEW BUILD OUT

VIDEOCONFERENCING ~ PHONE ANSWERING SERVICE
MAIL SERVICE ~ HIGH SPEED INTERNET
CONFERENCE ROOM RENTALS

Perfect for attorneys looking to break away and start their own firm.
Questions? Call 203.498.6000

http://www.205church.com
http://www.newhavenlegalcentre.com
http://www.newhavenprofessionalcentre.com
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A Year of Public Service Needs You
by Philip G. Kent

R

ight on the heels of the NHCBA annual dinner just last
week, and after a calendar-setting meeting in the last days
of summer, the Public Service Committee is launching its efforts
right now to help out all over the place (as if you don’t see a lawyer
around every corner in Greater New Haven already!). If you’ve
been looking for a way to give back, whether your skills lie in
politics, academia, finance, litigation or otherwise, there is definitely
something this season that fits what you have to give.
In keeping with our strong focus on New Haven area youth,
we are renewing our commitment to Learning, Education, and
Athletics in Partnership (LEAP) for a third year. LEAP is an
academic and social enrichment program for children and youth,
ages 7 to 23. This bar year, we have no less than 10 separate events
planned with LEAP. First up, on October 16, 2009, our volunteers
will assist LEAP’s junior counselors (high-schoolers) with writing
essays for college admissions. If you’re a writer — heck, if you went
to college (gotcha!) — sign up as part of the team. After you help
the junior counselors rock the admissions essay session, we return to
LEAP on October 23 to work with them again on their presentation
and interview skills. If that isn’t enough, on November 11, we rejoin
LEAP for a new program called Politics Matter, which invites LEAP
participants to discuss and debate political issues with the help of
our volunteer moderators from the political arena.
Later this year, with volunteers from local colleges, we will share
the ins and outs of the financial aid process with LEAP’s college
hopefuls and their parents. Adding to the college-focused series,

we also plan a seminar on Life After College for LEAP’s senior
counselors as they enter the full time work force. For the younger
set at LEAP, we plan to usher in the winter holidays with a book
giving event, where we traditionally give each young LEAP child,
which is over 200 children this year, a book to build their personal
libraries and encourage reading.
In another ambitious new program, the public service
committee will collaborate with a number of organizations to host
an interactive “Street Law” seminar in February 2010 with LEAP’s
kids and their parents about legal issues that could arise in their
daily lives. February also brings the popular ice skating event with
LEAP, in collaboration with New Haven Young Lawyers, followed
in April with our annual court visit. Finally, in May 2010, another
year of public service wraps up with the annual Career Fair.
Lest you think LEAP is all we do, the Diaper Bank program
continues this year and we hope you and your firm or office will
sponsor one month this coming year to raise diapers (or better yet,
funds for diapers), and other items for infants such as formula,
wipes or even diaper cream. With your continued support, the
public service committee will also be active with DESK – the
Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen – to serve New Haven’s hungry.
This is another great opportunity for you and yours to reach out
into our community for those in need.
With so much to do, we invite you to spend just a little time
(or a lot if you are so inclined) with us this season and to leave
behind a lasting effect in the Greater New Haven community.
To find out more about these events or to volunteer your time
and talents, please contact either of the committee’s co-chairs,
Phil Kent at pkent@susmanduffy.com or Steve Rosenberg at
sprosenberg@littler.com. b

Start your search
for answers here.

Public Service Committee
Hosts College Essay Seminar

Stop by your local Fidelity Investor Center
• Review your plan.
• Analyze your portfolio.
• Build an investment strategy.

Call 800.243.4549 or stop by to arrange
for your complimentary consultation.

New Haven

265 Church Street

Fidelity Brokerage Services, Member NYSE, SIPC

518892

The Public Service Committee hosted a college essay writing program at LEAP
on October 16. The successful event assisted 25 high school juniors and seniors
understand the best way to structure an admission essay. Guest presenter was
Liz Kinsley from the Yale Admissions Office (Judy Hoberman’s daughter) and
two of her colleages, and they offered suggestions on what to do and what to
avoid in the essays. Included in the photo with the LEAP students and staff are
committee members Steve Rosenberg and Matt Corcoran (both at far left) and
Jennai Williams (second from right).
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News from the
Milford Bar Association

T

By Michael Kerin, President 2008-09

he Milford Bar Association has had a
very busy year. We launched a
website, which can be found at
www.milfordbar.org. This has enabled our
Bar to communicate among ourselves more
efficiently, and to showcase ourselves to
members of the Milford community and the
world beyond.
We started a workshop series in which
lawyers may submit for consideration an
article on a specific area of law for publication on our website, and
then speak to our membership in an informal gathering. Our first
writer/speaker was Jim Nugent from Harlow, Adams and Freidman
in Milford, who spoke about the new changes in the Bankruptcy
code and the pitfalls to avoid in representing clients in this arena.
The MBA sponsored a well-attended Law Day celebration,
honoring a non-lawyer who embodies the spirit of the rule of law in
our community. This year’s recipient was the chief of police for the
Milford Police Department, Chief Keith L. Mello.
In July the MBA sponsored a Summer Social at the Surf Village
in Milford, which featured a live band, volleyball on a beach which
offered coastal views unparalleled by any seascape this side of the
Mediterranean, as well as a delicious buffet and open bar. The
event was such a wild success that the MBA will return there for its
Holiday Party on December 10.
The MBA, in conjunction with the CBA, Lawyers Concerned
for Lawyersand the NHCBA, sponsored a breakfast program on
September 15, graciously hosted by Dey Smith, LLC., for lawyers
to develop strategies for coping with the prospect of a lay off in this
economic downturn. There were a total of 12 attendees in addition
to the three presenters, who offered practical tips from resume
writing to mental health tips geared to steer lawyers through these
tumultuous times.
Finally, the MBA held its annual golf outing on September 11,
which was rained out. But our membership remained undaunted
by the weather, and turned its lemons into lemonade—hard
lemonade in this case—at the after-party which was widely attended
at Attorney John Mager’s home.
Our annual membership meeting will take place at the
Stonebridge Restaurant in Milford on November 28, 2009, at which
time I will step down as President, and the following members will
be installed in the following capacities: President,Tara Galbo; Vice
President, Laurel Ellson; Secretary, Ericka Wickstrom; Treasurer,
John Mager. b

The NHCBA has past
CLE handouts for sale!
Be sure to check our website for the list of
offerings. Generally cost is $20 plus postage.
Call the office at 203-562-9652
or email NHCBAinfo@newhavenbar.org
for further details.
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Upcoming CLE Seminars
Program is being finalized at press time,
please check our website for updates.

Coming this Winter
Technology Basics for Solos & Small Firms
with Joseph Nardi (Protected Tech) and 			
Kane Bennett (Raymond & Bennett Attorneys at Law)

Intellectual Property
with Todd Oberdick (CIPLA) and Andy Corea (CIPLA)

Cash Management for Attorneys
with Tony Rossley (Citibank), Lyndie Fasold (Citibank) and
Mike Leone (Susman, Duffy & Segaloff)

May 12
Tax & Business Law Update
Hosted by the Tax Committee

NUTS & BOLTS Seminar
Depositions 101
Cost for each seminar is $55 members, $85 non-members.

Held at New Haven Superior Court from 4:00-6:00 p.m.

For details on these and other programs,
visit www.newhavenbar.org.

NHCBF President’s Column

WE NEED YOU!

I

by Vincent Cervoni

t all began with a good wish. “I also
wish Attorney Vincent Cervoni the
best of success in his role as the 2009-2010
President of NHCBF.” Maria Chiarelli,
Marble Columns, Vol. XIV, No. 4, Summer
2009, page 15.
That caused a question in my mind: Do I really need to be
wished success? Then, I asked myself again: DO I REALLY NEED
A WISH!?!? What have I gotten myself into?
I took a moment to compose myself. After all, this is just a
one year appointment to chair a board of people dedicated to the
mission of the New Haven County Bar Foundation. That mission
is to maintain the honor and dignity of the profession of the law;
to promote the efficiency and integrity of the judicial process;
to establish and/or provide for organized entities or facilities for
the furnishing of legal citizens; and to apply its knowledge and
experience to the field of law to the promotion of the public good.
That’s all well and good. But, what does that mean? How do we
accomplish our mission?
What we have done historically in the furtherance of our
mission is to participate in and/or organize several projects
throughout the year. As I write this, our holiday season of giving
begins with the Snowball Charity Softball Tournament. The success
of this event is almost entirely attributable to the attorneys at
Milano & Wanat, LLC, who organize this event and make it the
success that it is. To all of those who have supported this event on
November 19, a big, warm THANK YOU!
This past winter, Past President Maria Chiarelli and former
Chair of the Fund Development Committee Cheryl Juniewic
organized a Sunday Skate Fest, providing a family-friendly
opportunity for NHCBA members to ice skate at the Ralph Walker
Ice Rink in New Haven. After professional skater Jenna Adams
wowed the crowd with a small performance, she met guests of the
event and signed autographs.
The annual Variety Show has turned into a sort of tradition,
featuring the talents and entertainments of NHCBA members. In
recent years, our stage has even been graced with the presence of
several local judges.
The latest event added to our annual calendar, Hot Summer
Nights, was held for the second time in a row at Geronimo’s in
New Haven. Geronimo’s donated their food to help us to raise
more money than the year prior. NHCBA members attended and
socialized for an evening of summer fun.

New Haven County Bar Foundation
Board of Directors 2009-10
President - Vincent Cervoni (Gesmonde, Pietrosimone & Sgrignari, LLC)
Vice President - June Gold (GraphLogic Inc.)
Secretary/Treasurer - Cheryl Heffernan (Farver & Heffernan)
Board of Directors:
Maria C. Chiarelli (Chiarelli Law Firm)
Vikki Cooper (Office of the Corporation Counsel, New Haven)
		
James O. Craven (Wiggin and Dana LLP)				
Jennifer M. DelMonico (Murtha Cullina LLP)			
Cheryl A. Juniewic (Law Office of Cheryl A. Juniewic)			
Patricia R. Kaplan (New Haven Legal Assistance Assoc., Inc.)		
Andrew Knott (Law Offices of John Knott)				
Frederick P. Leaf (Law Office of Frederick P. Leaf )
Jane I. Milas (Garcia & Milas)
Richard A. Roberts (Nuzzo & Roberts, LLC)
J. Michael Sulzbach (Law Office of J. Michael Sulzbach)
Kim Zarra Wieler (Yale University)
Executive Director - Carolyn Breen Witt

We raise money so that the Bar Foundation can make grants
to various organizations that promote the education, welfare and
well-being of people throughout New Haven County. The Bar
Foundation also is working on an endowment in the hopes that
income from the endowment can support an increasing number of
grants, in greater amounts each year.
To make all of this happen, we need you — not only to support
our events and our annual appeal, but to volunteer your time at
our events and to help up come up with ideas and new ways of
emphasizing the fun and success of fundraising.
Having gone through this exercise of reassurance that success is
possible, I’ve realized the key: The key is YOU! We all need you to
help us accomplish our mission. If you have an idea, or want to get
involved but don’t know how, email me, vcervoni@gpsp.com. b

Hope for the Holidays 2009
Support the NHCBF’s 15th annual
collection to support two homeless
shelters in New Haven.
Househould toiletries and home
goods collected December 1-18,
or monetary donations
are welcome, please make checks
payable to the NHCBF.
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The

Brief case
NEWS ABOUT NHCBA MEMBERS

Condolences
The NHCBA extends its condolences to Gary and Laura Sklaver
on the recent passing of their son, Army Captain Benjamin Sklaver.

Congratulations and best wishes to
Charlie Pillsbury upon his retirement after 30 years as executive
director of Community Mediation. His dedication to and impact on
the community will live on through the organization.
Elizabeth Ronan Duryea, an attorney for the CT Judicial
Branch in Hartford, recently concluded the Elm City Fellowship
sponsored by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. The Fellowship is
a 9-month leadership development initiative for executives and
administrators within the nonprofit and public sectors that serve
children and families. Elizabeth has been with the Judicial Branch for
over 10 years dedicated primarily to the administration of Connecticut’s
juvenile courts and she also serves as the Secretary for the Downtown
Evening Soup Kitchen (DESK) in New Haven.

Ryan COREY recently joined Baillie & Hershman P.C. with
offices in Cheshire, Farmington, and Norwalk, Connecticut
MARGARET KEZER CHURCH, formerly of Church and Church,
is pleased to announce the opening of her law office at 110 Whitney
Avenue, New Haven, Connecticut 06510. Tel 203-562-6177,
Fax 203-562-0338.
JEFFREY SCHUYLER recently joined the Law Office of W.
Martin Philpot, Jr., LLC in New Haven, CT.
ALFRED J. CALI is pleased to announce the establishment of his
new law firm, Cali & Pol, Attorneys At Law, LLC in Bridgeport,
Connecticut.
Attorney William M. Raccio would like to announce that
he has relocated his office to 41 Trumbull Street, New Haven,
Connecticut 06510. Tel. 203-772-1234 Fax: 203-772-3181, email:
wraccio@racciolaw.com.

The Association is pleased to include “The Brief Case,” a column that
recognizes the accomplishments of members and celebrates lifetime events.
Submissions of member information for the next issue of the Bar Association
newsletter are now being accepted. Please e-mail any information pertaining
to office moves, marriages or births, awards, publications, etc. to the NHCBA
office at NHCBAinfo@newhavenbar.org by January 15, 2010.

edding ells
Congratulations to members TRISHA
MORRIS and JONATHAN KATZ, who
were married on May 8, 2009 in a private
ceremony at the Merchant’s House Museum
in New York City.
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Office space available. Full library. Convenient prime
location, Church Street office with parking to share or sublet, in
New Haven. Call (203) 777-0399.

OFFICE SHARE/SPACE - NEW HAVEN: Spacious, elegant
office in historic, renovated mansion at 110 Whitney Avenue,
including utilities, on-site parking, conference room, waiting room.
Optional: secretarial space, fax, copier, library, etc. Call Diane Ruben
(203) 772-4400, ext. 302.
For display and classified advertising rates, please contact Josephine
Costello at (203) 562-9652 x10 or JCostello@newhavenbar.org.
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Accept Visa and MasterCard from your clients in compliance
with ABA and State guidelines. Trust your transactions to the
only payment processing solution recommended by over 50 state
and local bar associations.
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NHCBA Members Save Up
To 25% Off Bank Fees!
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OFFICE SPACE – NEW HAVEN: Small 2nd floor office suite
on Orange St. in restored Victorian brick building. Two offices
plus reception area. Rent of $950/mo includes utilities and one
parking space. Call (203) 777-3777.

Win Business and Get Paid!

Law

FAIRFIELD CENTER – OFFICE SPACES FOR RENT: (A) Second
floor office suite with three offices, 656 square feet, private bathroom,
off street parking, walk to train, $1,350, plus share of utilities; (B)
One office, 192 square feet, off street parking, walk to train, $600
includes utilities. (203) 254-7544, Sheryl178@aol.com

REC
OMMEND

Call 866.376.0950
or visit www.affiniscape.com/newhavenbar

Young Lawyers President’s Column

A Lovely Season

I

by Stacy Votto

t’s hot out today; I imagine that it is
the last summer-like day we will have
this year. It is officially Autumn, and with
the exception of today, I can tell. The
mornings and evenings are cool and dark;
some of the leaves are changing, and my
husband disappeared last Sunday when
there were chores to do. Oh …and I am
writing this column.
The end of summer brought with it a
new set of responsibilities for me this year. I am the new President
of the New Haven Young Lawyers Section of the NHCBA
(“NHYL”). I am following in the footsteps of many outstanding
people, though most recently, Todd Richardson. One of the great
unexpected benefits of my involvement with YL is the friendships
I have made. I am happy to say that Todd is now a good friend
of mine. He did a lot for the NHCBA in his numerous roles last
year, most notably as President of YLS but also in his work as the
section director of Professional Ethics & Responsibility for the
CBA YLS and as a member of a national public service team for
the ABA YLS. Not surprisingly, he has already reached out to help
me this year. I appreciate his service, leadership and friendship
immensely, and the YL Board misses him already.

At my first NHCBA Executive Committee meeting of
this new season, outgoing NHCBA President Jane Milas said
something that I myself had been thinking about my (much
more minor) role as NHYL President. I can’t quote her exactly,
but she thanked her Board for all they had done throughout the
year and poignantly expressed the idea that she was only as good
as the people under her. I feel very lucky to have the dedicated
and motivated people that I have on my NHYL Board: Chris
Nelson as Vice President, Patrick Hughes as Treasurer, Josh Hecht
as Secretary, and Greg Podolak as CBA liaison. Because of these
people and all of their hard work, we already have been very busy.
On September 14th the NHYL partnered with the NHCBA
and Webster Bank and organized the annual golf tournament,
held at Lyman Orchards. Our very own Greg Podolak co-chaired
the event with Sharon Rogalski, and it was a huge success. The
event raised $5,000 for the NHCBA. On September 22nd the
NHYL hosted a Fall Kick-Off Happy Hour reception at Anna
Liffey’s. This is an annual event that we hold immediately
following the first seminar of the Nuts and Bolts Basic Practice
CLE Series. We had a huge turnout and recruited many new
attorneys to join the NHCBA.
On October 28, the NHYL hosted its 3rd Annual Legal
Jeopardy event in the Grand Ballroom at QLaw. We featured
local judges, attorneys and law professors for the classic question
and answer standoff. On November 7 we co-sponsored a 2nd
Annual Comedy Night to help raise money and awareness for
the Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen. And, of course, we will
continue with our outstanding public service projects, such as
the November Horn of Plenty food and clothing drive and the
December Toys for Tots collection.
Please feel free to contact me with any ideas, comments or
suggestions throughout the year. And while the time flies, as it
always does, be sure to take time to enjoy this lovely season. b
NHYL President Stacy Votto is an associate at Lynch, Traub, Keefe & Errante, P.C. in
New Haven and can be reached at (203) 787-0275 or svotto@ltke.com.

The NHYL hosted a Young Professionals Networking Happy Hour at Black
Bear Saloon on Octiber 22. Enjoying the party are (L-R) Ben Gettinger, Todd
Richardson, and John Parese.

The Legal Jeopardy Attorneys and Law Students team is eagerly pondering the
answer to a question. Flanked by two law students are Desi Imetovski, Howard
Levine, and Cheryl Heffernan.
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Lawyer Referral Service

LRS News

NHCBA Member Services

by Martha Messier, Program Coordinator
LRS WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
LRS is pleased to welcome BRYAN
McENTEE, Law Office of Bryan
McEntee in Waterbury, ADRIAN D.
CRANFORD, The Law Offices of Adrian
D. Cranford, P.C. with offices in New
Haven and Hartford, and GERLINE R.
FLEURY, Fleury Law in Hamden, as new
participating LRS attorneys.
If you are interested in joining LRS or volunteering for an
outreach project, call Martha at 203-562-9652 or e-mail her at
mmessier@newhavenbar.org. LRS attorney participation applications
are available for downloading from www.newhavenbar.org.
Join anytime.
“ASK A LAWYER” NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
ASK A LAWYER is an ongoing community outreach project,
which has sessions scheduled monthly at local libraries in New
Haven, Branford and Northford for 2009 and will continue
in 2010. Attorneys are needed to help staff these 1-1/2 hour
sessions during which individuals are given free 10 - 15 minute
consultations. The current schedule through 2009 is located
on the NHCBA’s home page, www.newhavenbar.org. For more
information, or to participate, please contact Martha. 2010 dates
TBA shortly. b
Interested in joining LRS or volunteering for an outreach project? Call
Martha at 203-562-9652 or e-mail her at mmessier@newhavenbar.org. LRS
attorney participation applications are available for downloading from www.
newhavenbar.org. Join anytime!

support your
bar association’s

Professional Insurance Needs: For professional
malpractice, long-term care, disability policies, and life
insurance needs, contact ISI New England Insurance
Specialists (1-888-ISI-1959) for further information;
be sure to indicate you are an NHCBA member.
Law Firm Merchant Accounts: A credit card acceptance
program specifically designed for law firms. Reduced
processing fees, supports the NHCBA. Visit the NHCBA
website or call (866) 376-0950 for details.
Citibank’s Attorneys Banking Program: Opportunity
for preferred rates, waived fees on credit, no monthly
maintenance fees, and many other benefits with a Business
Checking Account. Unique access to other products,
too. (Restrictions may apply.) Contact Tony Rossley at
(203) 773-4402.
Legal Research Options: LexisNexis NHCBA Member
Plan: A variety of specially priced legal research and
product sales options are available, including Pay-As-YouGo pricing for limited search needs. Primarily targeted to
new attorneys, solo practitioners and small law offices.
Visit www.newhavenbar.org for details.
ABA Books: Purchase any book published by the ABA at
a 15% discount. Books should be ordered online at www.
ababooks.org; enter the NHCBA’s discount code PAB6ENHB
during the checkout process.
Arbitration & Mediation Discount: The ADR Center
offers to NHCBA members a special discount: $150
off the filing fee for a new case filed with the Center.
Call 860-832-8060 for details.
Dry Cleaning Discount: Jet Cleaners, with locations in
New Haven and Cheshire, provides a 10% discount on all
services to NHCBA members. Services include dry cleaning,
shirt laundering, leather/suede, tailoring, repairs, and
wedding gowns. See www.jet-cleaners.com for more
information, or e-mail them at jet-cleaners@cox.net.
Meeting Rooms: The NHCBA’s conference room is
available for use by members for depositions and other
meetings relating to their practice and bar association
activities. A nominal fee may apply. Please call the NHCBA
office in advance at (203) 562-9652 to reserve the room.
Classified Ads: Each issue of “Marble Columns” contains
a classified advertising section. These ads cover areas such
as positions available, office space and items for sale.
The newsletter reaches over 2,000 readers in the Greater
New Haven legal community. Call the NHCBA office at
(203) 562-9652 for more information and deadlines.

Do you receive inquiries for cases
that are either too small or too big for you?
In areas of law you don’t handle?
Send them to LRS!
the right call for the right lawyer

Tel. (203) 562-5750 Fax (203) 624-8695
E-mail: lrs@newhavenbar.org
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Avoiding Legal Malpractice CLE Seminar: Offered each
Fall for members, this free program, led by an experienced
attorney, discusses potential malpractice situations, how to
recognize them and how to avoid them.

Upcoming
NHCBA
Events

Building your
practice.

Dec. 15		

Trust, Estate and Probate Luncheon

Jan/Feb TBA

N&B Seminar: Depositions 101

Feb. TBA

Family Bench Bar Reception

Feb. TBA
		

CLE: Technology Basics for 		
Solos & Small Firms

March TBA

Civil Bench Bar Reception

March TBA

CLE: Intellectual Property

April 30 		

Clerk Appreciation Lunch

May 12 		

Tax & Business Law Update

July 8		

Summer Outing

Building your
future.

For expert help in managing your business and
personal finances, turn to Citibank®. Our industry
knowledge and range of products and services
can help you improve cash flow, finance practice
growth, protect your assets, and much more.

For information on the special offers available
through Citibank’s Attorneys Program, contact:
Tony Rossley at 203 773-4402 or 203 815-9864.
Citibank is a Preferred Vendor of the NHCBA.

© 2008 Citigroup Inc. Citibank, N.A. Member FDIC. Citibank and Arc Design is a registered
service mark of Citigroup Inc. Citi Never Sleeps is a service mark of Citigroup Inc.

595.1_071408_AD_atrnyprgrm.indd 1

7/14/2008 10:34:33 AM

:PVS4PVSDFGPS"EWFSUJTJOHBOE$PNNVOJDBUJPOT
$BMGP*WFTIBTCFFOQSPWJEJOHMFBEJOHFEHFCSBOEJOH BEWFSUJTJOHBOEDPSQPSBUFDPNNVOJDBUJPOTGPSPWFSZFBST
8JUI EFFQ CBDLHSPVOET JO EFTJHO  NBSLFUJOH BOE BEWFSUJTJOH  XF OPX BMTP TQFDJBMJ[F JO 8FCTJUF EFWFMPQNFOU BOE
POMJOFWJEFPQSPEVDUJPO"TNBSLFUJOHCFDPNFTJOUFSBDUJWFXJUINPSFWJEFP TVQQMFNFOUJOHZPVSTJUFXJUIBDPNQFMMJOH
²FMFWBUPSTQFFDI³DBOUFMFHSBQIZPVSTFSWJDFTBOEFYQBOEZPVSDMJFOUFMF$BMGP*WFTDBOEFMJWFS
n 4UBUJPOFSZ4ZTUFNT
n 8FCTJUFT
n #SPDIVSFT
n 7JEFP
n 1SFTFOUBUJPOT

#PTUPO1PTU3E
4VJUF
(VJMGPSE $5
$5
/: 
1MFBTFWJTJUPVSTJUF
DBMGPJWFTDPNPS
DBMM+BTPO$BMGP
GPSNPSFJOGPSNBUJPO
8FµMMCFIBQQZUP
EJTDVTTZPVSDVSSFOU
BEWFSUJTJOHBOEPS
DPNNVOJDBUJPOTQMBO

19

New Haven County Bar Association
234 Church Street
Post Office Box 1441
New Haven, CT 06506-1441

Printed
on recycled paper.
20

STANDARD
PRESORT
US POSTAGE PAID
New Haven, CT
PERMIT # 415

