NHCBA

Encouraging Each Other to Excellence…

T h e N e w H a v e n C o u nt y B a r A s s o c i a t i o n

Foundation’s First Annual
Liberty Bell Winter Gala

M

Vol. XVi, No. 2 WINTER 2011

Holiday Party 2010

embers and guests were in a festive mood on Thursday,
December 9, 2010 when the NHCBA’s annual Holiday
Party kicked off the holiday season. Held at The Graduate Club in
New Haven, judges, attorneys, law students, and paralegals talked,
mingled and had a great time.
New Haven Young Lawyers collected children’s toys at the door
for a sixth year, as well as at other law firm locations. Basic need
items were also accepted for The Foundation of the New Haven
County Bar’s Hope for the Holidays Collection, which supports two
New Haven homeless shelters.
The NHCBA extends its thanks to event sponsors Citibank, ISI
New England Insurance, LexisNexis, and GoFor Services for their
ongoing support and member benefit programs.
See more Holiday Party photos on page 3

L-R: Christopher Royston, award recipient Dr. John M. Leventhal, M.D.,
Margaret Middleton, and award recipient Laurie Harkness, Ph.D.
See more Winter Gala photos on page 7.

Join the NHCBA’s
2011 Leadership Circle

T

by Carolyn B. Witt

L-R: Rick Roberts, Renee Berman, and NHCBA President Charlie Reed

hree years ago the New Haven County Bar Association
successfully launched the Leadership Circle, an annual
stewardship program that allows area firms to raise their visibility,
support the association and be fiscally prudent when planning for
annual bar participation.
Members are urged to consider joining this elite patron
group and become a member of the NHCBA’s 2011 Leadership
Circle.
The NHCBA is one of the most active legal organizations
in the state, hosting a variety of social and educational events,
including CLE seminars on a wide range of topics, a Nuts & Bolts
CLE Series and Mentoring Program for new lawyers, the Lawyer
Referral Service, several bench-bar receptions for various practice
areas, Lunch with a Judge programs, the Annual Dinner, Holiday
Continued on page 3

— SAVE the DATE —
Thursday,
April 7, 2011

STAND-UP FOR CHARITY
A Comedy Show Benefit for the FNHCB
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by Charles P. Reed

s lawyers,
we are
expected to be
leaders in our
society, particularly
regarding the
legal rights and
responsibilities
of individuals,
organizations, corporations and
governments. This expectation of leadership
derives from the fact that lawyers typically
have been among the best and brightest
students, have excelled in a variety of
formal examinations and tests, and have a
professional license conferred upon them by
the State, along with admissions to practice
before federal courts, agencies and other
bodies. Consequently, we are – or should
strive to be – professionals who lead by
example and are worthy of emulation.
In a society lacking sufficient role
models for our youth, lawyers should, in
my humble opinion, dedicate more time to
youngsters at the elementary and secondary
grade levels. If all we do is pursue our own
personal goals for individual pecuniary

gain, we cannot hope to live up to the
expectations that society rightly expects
from its leaders. We will also fall for short
of the standards set by our own parents,
teachers and mentors, whose inspiration
and dedication made it possible for us to
achieve.
The New Haven County Bar
Association offers many opportunities to
give back to our community at large and
more particularly, to the youth who will
become our future leaders. Many of these
opportunities are created by our Public
Service Committee, co-chaired by Philip
Kent and Elizabeth Duryea, which works in
concert with local schools and organizations
to provide tutelage and assistance to young
members of our community. I encourage
each and every one of you to consider
becoming active with the Public Service
Committee and display yourself as a
exemplary role model and leader, worthy of
emulation.
One such opportunity will arrive this
spring, when the Appellate Court holds
a session at Hillhouse High School on
Monday, April 11, 2011. Thanks to the
Honorable Lubbie Harper Jr., this program
will offer students a chance to learn in class
about real appellate court cases, observe two
actual appellate arguments and participate
Continued on page 12
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apoleon
Williams
was incarcerated
in a local jail
in upstate New
York, awaiting
his sentencing in
Federal Court in
Connecticut. When
I saw him last week,
he was furious: apparently his cellmate was
serving time for having sex with a horse.
“Look at this,” he yelled as he waved
around a newspaper article from some local
rag near the jail. It identified his cellmate as
the horse abuser. “Get me outta here,” he
said, “I can’t stay here with this guy.”
Of course, since Napoleon’s crime was
buying automatic weapons at the local gun
shop and selling them to a gentleman who
used at least two of them in a murder, he
was not exactly Snow White. Still, there is
a hierarchy among violent criminals, and
his cellmate had crossed the line.

Editor's Column

Tales from the Hoosegow
by Jonathan J. Einhorn
As I visit clients in jail at least once a
week, most often the facility in Central
Falls, Rhode Island, I cringe when I enter
and hear the noisy iron gates close behind
me, then breathe a sigh as they open to let
me out. I am always grateful that they let
me leave. Usually security is pretty good,
but there are exceptions. When you visit a
prisoner in Bridgeport’s State Correctional
Center, for example, it’s a potentially life
threatening experience.
I once went to visit a Columbian client
who was on trial in Federal Court for
drug distribution. He was being held in
Bridgeport and was not a happy camper.
When I went to visit, he usually just sat,
hands in his lap, and glared at me. I could
almost feel the daggers flying from his
Continued on page 14

Holiday Party 2010 — A Good Time Was Had by All

Leadership Circle, continued from p. 1
Party, Clerk Appreciation Luncheon, Summer Outing, and Golf
Tournament events, and the Marble Columns newsletter.
The NHCBA maintains close relationships with the courts and
other bar associations, and keeps members informed through the
newsletter, eNews emails and website about local legal-related events
and other current issues that may impact the practice of law in the
Greater New Haven area.
All this activity requires funding, and Leadership Circle
participants are key to the success of the association.
Feedback from prior Leadership Circle years has been quite
positive. Participants indicated they were happy with the ability to
select a “package” of sponsorship and participation opportunities
early in their fiscal year rather than being constantly solicited for
individual programs.
Support opportunities range from recognition of your firm or
organization as a “Champion” at the $10,000 contribution level
down to designation as a “Friend” at the $500 contribution level.
Each level includes sponsorship recognition at all Bar Association
events, tickets to our major events and activities, print advertising
in both the legal and general communities, and acknowledgement
in local business publications. Recognition in Marble Columns alone

reaches nearly 2,000 attorneys, legal professionals and judges. The
program covers all bar activities in the calendar year 2011.
Please note that this bar patron campaign is separate from,
and does not include, charitable donations and sponsorships to
the Foundation of the New Haven County Bar. The Foundation
launched a new annual Liberty Bell Awards Gala this past January,
holds an annual appeal, and hosts various fundraising events in
support of community and association charitable activities. We hope
you will support the Foundation of the New Haven County Bar in
its charitable giving campaign later this year.
The Leadership Circle details can be found at www.
newhavenbar.org: the various levels of participation are discussed
and the sign-up form can be accessed. Questions? Feel free to
contact President Charlie Reed at creed@lflaw.com, or Executive
Director Carrie Witt at cwitt@newhavenbar.org, or 203-562-9652.
On behalf of the NHCBA, all members are thanked for your
consideration of this opportunity and your part in enabling the
association to continue to expand programs. We look forward to
another very positive and productive year, thanks to the energy and
enthusiasm of our members and the anticipated support of area
See 2011 List in Formation on page 16
firms. d
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Guest Column

Revenge Served Cold

T

by William F. Dow, III

here is a saying, ascribed to the
Mafiosi, to the effect that Revenge
is a Dish Best Served Cold. According
the Urban Dictionary and thanks to the
Internet, this translates to something like
“you get your best revenge after a lot of
planning and premeditation”. Kind of like how my prosecutor
friends often describe—erroneously, of course—the mental state
of some of my clients.  
Well, here I sit at 350 Orange Street on January 27, 2011,
having removed more than a foot of snow, again, from my car,
hoping against hope that the accumulated three-plus feet of snow
on the flat roof over my den will not turn to water and run into
the electric sockets. My Circadian rhythm has been interrupted by
unscheduled court closings and schedule changes. Worse yet, I have
been cajoled, then prodded and, more recently threatened, by those
in charge of this screed to write something for publication. “We are
late”, they say, implying that there are those who actually read what
here is writ and ascribe to it a schedule of publication upon which
others rely. Well, I shall indulge their fantasy, but only briefly.
We have had this winter record snow falls. Again and again we
have heard and seen in recent months forecasts of low pressure areas,
Doppler radar, green, yellow, blue and magenta overlays to the map
of the Land of Steady Habits signifying bad weather ahead.
And indeed, we have had bad weather. There are students in
Connecticut who before the school year is out will be slathering
up with SPF 30 sunscreen waiting for the Fourth of July recess.
And, based on personal experience with the esteemed Mrs. Dow,
close behind them will be teachers with tongues hanging out and
bloodshot eyes, working into the early morning hours to complete
meaningless No Child Left Behind forms no one reads.
Why, one might ask, have we been afflicted with this deluge
of crystallized precipitation? When, in fact, did New Haven
turn into Bemidji, Minnesota? And, more importantly why?
Many theories abound. Is this a sign that the Apocalypse is
upon us? A consequence of Global Warming? Maybe Al and
Tipper Gore’s divorce? Is this a product of Fox News? Does
it have anything to do with the financial woes of the Crystal
Cathedral? Maybe, some opine, it all began with the revelations
about Jim and Tammy Baker. Or, worse yet, those about Jimmy
Swaggart. Or maybe, just maybe, it is payback for those who
supported Obama’s Health Care Reform legislation or, worse yet,

the revocation of the military’s Don’t Ask/Don’t Tell policy. The
conspiracy theorists are in their glory.
The Lord works in mysterious ways. Well, I agree. But I
don’t buy into any of the theories outlined above. In my mind
there is no doubt that the record snowfalls can be ascribed to the
ill-advised decision by News Channel 8 to terminate longtime
weather maven Geoff Fox. It is no coincidence, I submit, that the
problems all began after Fox was advised that his contract would
not be renewed after 18 years of his nightly, irritatingly upbeat
predictions at 5, 6 and 11, charts and all.
Geoff had become a fixture for those who wanted to know what
the next day would hold. And he was one of the few on-air folks
at the station who know that the town we live in is pronounced
New HAven, not NEW Haven, with an emphasis on the HAY, not
the NEW. (The latter being a sure indicator of the newly arrived
transient newscaster who is sure to be gone in two years.)
Well, Geoff ’s gone now. But like Mother Nature, it’s not
nice to fool with Geoff Fox. Although he planned to play out his
contract to the last day, management realized that their mistake
would be magnified if he were to return. So then, Geoff has
extracted his own revenge. It has taken the form of semi-weekly
blizzards visited upon us throughout the month of January.
In Geoff ’s case, revenge has been served not only cold,
but white, windy and with drifts up to twenty inches or more.
Hopefully he’ll relent and by the end of Spring Training we’ll be
back to normal. But look out. If they put Ann Nyberg’s head on
the chopping block, it could be worse. d
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NHCBA News Briefs
Clerk Appreciation Lunch Friday, May 6

Updated Website Coming!

The Clerk Appreciation Lunch is held as part of the bar’s annual Law
Day celebration. It honors the clerks in the New Haven Superior
Court courthouses. The clerks and judges are our invited guests, and
members of the Association are invited to attend for a minimal fee.
The purpose of this luncheon is to recognize the dedication the clerks
have consistently demonstrated to the attorneys of New Haven County.
They truly appreciate this show of support and thanks.
Firm Sponsors Wanted! Every year the Court Relations
Committee solicits NHCBA members and their firms for donations
of $100 to help underwrite the cost of this event. (Leadership Circle
participants are automatically included.) Donations should be sent to
the NHCBA. Donors receive two tickets to the luncheon. Although
the NHCBA is unable to recognize each contributor in our newsletter,
please know that it is member support that enables the Association as
a whole to thank the court staff publicly. The lunch is from 12:00pm2:00 pm at The Graduate Club in New Haven. Lunch registration fee
is $30 NHCBA members, $45 non-members. Please call the NHCBA
office at 562-9652 to register or for further information. The registration
flier can be downloaded from www.newhavenbar.org. d

The NHCBA will unveil shortly a new and improved website at www.
newhavenbar.org. Currently in Beta testing, the more contemporary
site will offer a Members Only Section, where members can update
their profile information, register for events and pay dues online;
allow for photos of events to be shared; give committees and the New
Haven Young Lawyers Section more flexibility to share information
with members; and allow the association to disseminate information
more effectively. d

Orange and Milford Probate CourtS Merge
On December 29, 2010, the Orange Probate Court closed and moved
operations to its new location at the Parsons Government Center,
70 West River Street, Milford, 06460, telephone (203) 783-3205.
The MILFORD-ORANGE PROBATE COURT now operates on a
full-time basis: Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The Judge of Milford-Orange Probate Court (District No. 40) is the
Honorable Beverly K. Streit-Kefalas. d   

Social Media – Are You Involved?
Be sure to join the NHCBA’s Facebook and LinkedIn groups –
another way to network and receive association information in a
timely fashion. d

Children In Placement Seeks
Spanish-Speaking GALs
If you are bilingual or if you come from a Latino background, you
could be the hero that a child in the Court system needs. Latino
children are disproportionally highly represented in the 6,000 children
who are reported as victims of abuse or neglect in Connecticut each
year. When you become a trained Guardian Ad Litem (“GAL”), you
represent the best interest of such children. With your understanding
of the Spanish language and Hispanic culture, you may be able to
help a family get needed services that will keep them together. Visit
the Children In Placement website (www.childreninplacement.org)
or call 203-784-0344 for more information. d

QLaw Offers Loan
Repayment Program

Family Bench-Bar Reception in April
The Family Law Committee is planning a Bench-Bar Reception for
mid-April, date and location still TBA at press time. Please stay tuned
to www.newhavenbar.org for further details. d

Committee Chair Luncheon

The NHCBA held a luncheon to thank its hard working committee chairs last
Fall. Attending the lunch at The Graduate Club were: (seated L-R) Ingi Loorand
(Trusts Estates & Probate), Maria Chiarelli (Family), Desi Imetovski (CLE),
Elizabeth Duryea (Public Service). (Standing L-R) Phil Kent (Public Service),
Jim Nugent (Real Estate), Ken Lenz (Bankruptcy), Bob Messy (Legal-Medical),
Charlie Reed (President), Andrew Knott (Asst. Editor, Newsletter), Howard
Levine (Court Relations), Ryan Scully (Golf Tournament), Todd Richardson
(Membership), Stacy Votto (CLE), Josh Hecht (Website), and John M. Parese
(Lawyer Referral Service).

Q

by Elana Bertram

uinnipiac University School of Law launches Loan
Repayment Assistance Program for recent graduates
working in public service. Dean Brad Saxton announced the new
Gregory A. Loken Loan Repayment Assistance Program (LRAP),
an endowed fund to help recent graduates of the Quinnipiac
University School of Law who are working in full-time public
interest jobs with their law school-related student loans. The
mission of the Program is to encourage QUSL graduates to work
in law-related jobs that will benefit the overall public interest and
to ease the financial burden of those who make a commitment to
pursue public interest employment.
Over two years in the making, this innovative program is
benchmarked against other programs of its kind and will enable
more QUSL grads to pursue public interest work without feeling as
limited by their student loan burden. The Program makes annual
grants that will be applied to law school student loans. Applicants
for the grant will be evaluated by a committee of QUSL faculty
and students. Although the application period for the 2011 grant
has closed, graduates from the classes of 2007 and sooner who
demonstrate need and public service employment anywhere in the
U.S. are eligible for next year’s grant. For more information, please
see http://law.quinnipiac.edu/lrap.xml. d
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FNHCB President’s Column

Creating a Foundation
for The Foundation
by June Gold

Board of Directors 2010-11
President - June Gold
Vice President - Cheryl Heffernan (Farver & Heffernan)
Secretary/Treasurer - James O. Craven (Wiggin and Dana LLP)
Board of Directors:
Vincent Cervoni (Gesmonde, Pietrosimone & Sgrignari, LLC)
Maria C. Chiarelli (Chiarelli Law Firm)
Vikki Cooper (Office of the Corporation Counsel, New Haven)
		
Jennifer M. DelMonico (Murtha Cullina LLP)			
Cheryl A. Juniewic (Law Office of Cheryl A. Juniewic)			
Patricia R. Kaplan (New Haven Legal Assistance Assoc., Inc.)		
Andrew Knott (Law Offices of John Knott)				
Frederick P. Leaf (Law Office of Frederick P. Leaf )
Charles P. Reed (Loughlin FitzGerald)
Richard A. Roberts (Nuzzo & Roberts, LLC)
Kim Zarra Wieler (Yale University)
Executive Director - Carolyn Breen Witt

Hope for the Holidays 2010

T

he annual bar appeal to support New Haven Home
Recovery and its two homeless shelters began with the
Snowball Tournament on Wednesday, November 17. The weather
was crisp yet the players played on. Several teams comprised of
players from firms, individual lawyers and
even state clerks had an evening of playful
camaraderie in the name of charity.
In addition, throughout December many
bar members made generous donations to
the Hope for the Holidays appeal, chaired
once again by Milano & Wanat in Branford.
Over $10,000 has been raised to date for the
shelters, which will be presented at NHHR’s
annual event on April 27.
Kudos to everyone who donated their time, softball skills and
money. To the softball players: based on the sore hamstrings and
achy shoulders the next day, no one should quit their day job. d
LibertyBell_awardAD.pdf
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See photos on page 8.

Stratton Faxon
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John M. Leventhal, M.D.
and
Laurie Harkness, Ph.D.
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N

otice anything new? The New
Haven County Bar Foundation, Inc.,
the fundraising and grant-making arm of
the New Haven County Bar Association,
has changed its name to The Foundation of the New Haven
County Bar, referring to ourselves simply as, The Bar Foundation.
Although our mission has not changed, the Board of Directors
is more motivated than ever and has a renewed energy and focus
towards our goals.
We also have a new look; a clean, modern logo that clearly
communicates our new name and effectively references our
relationship to the NHCBA.
Our goals for the year, however, involve much more than logos
and labels. We have set ambitious fundraising goals for the year, and
we hope to provide greater support numerous deserving charitable
projects and programs.
Our fundraising has taken on a new twist. On Saturday,
January 29 The Bar Foundation hosted the first annual Liberty Bell
Winter Gala at Woodwinds in Branford. Those who attended had
a wonderful time catching up with friends, enjoying fabulous food,
and dancing to the smooth sounds of the band, il Dolce.
We honored two very deserving awardees: Dr. Laurie Harkness,
founder and Director of the VA Connecticut Healthcare System’s
Errera Community Care Center, and Dr. John Leventhal, who
heads the Child Abuse Protection Unit at Yale New Haven Hospital.
Everything was nearly perfect; even the weather cooperated by
providing a sparkly, glistening background to the evening while
keeping the roads clear and dry.
The Gala’s success was due, in large part, to the tireless efforts
of a very hard working Gala Committee led by Cheryl Heffernan
which included Jennifer DelMonico, Jim Craven, Patricia Kaplan,
Katie McColgan, and Kim Zarra Wieler. You were all wonderful to
work with—thank you! Special thanks are also due to Jenna Dayton
at the Association offices for her effective, calm coordination of our
very headstrong committee. Finally, thank you to everyone who
supported and attended the Gala; you are the foundation of the
Foundation. Without your support, we could not do our work. I am
excitedly looking forward to the second annual Liberty Bell Winter
Gala next year, which will surely be bigger and even better!
The next event on our fundraising agenda is our Comedy Night
on April 7. Last year’s Comedy Night was a huge success, and this
year we will laugh our way into a new, larger venue. Stay tuned for
the hilarious details as they emerge, and plan to bring your friends
to this fun evening of chuckles and jousts.
Other upcoming activities include The Bar Foundation’s Annual
Appeal – please give – and in July we will present our annual Hot
Summer Nights reception.
If you would like to help us plan our next event, or if you would
like to find out more about The Bar Foundation, please write to me
at pointdragon@gmail.com, or contact Jenna Dayton at jdayton@
newhavenbar.org.
Remember, you are the foundation of the Foundation, and with
your help, we can all do great work! d

Above: The Foundation’s Gala Committee, chaired by Cheryl Heffernan

O

Lawyers Honor
Two Community Leaders

n Saturday January 29, 2011, The Foundation of the New
Haven County Bar hosted their first annual Liberty Bell
Winter Gala at Woodwinds in Branford. Over 135 people attended
the charity event, which included a silent auction, dinner, live music
for dancing, and the presentation of the bar’s Liberty Bell Award to
Dr. Laurie Harkness for her work with veterans programs, and Dr.
John M. Leventhal for his work with child abuse protection.
The event raised over $16,000 for The Foundation’s local grants
program and the bar’s legal-related public service projects in the
Greater New Haven area.
The FNHCB thanks its generous sponsors: “Snow Angels” Koskoff,
Koskoff & Bieder, PC, and Stratton Faxon; along with Knights of
Columbus, Murtha Cullina, Sinoway McEnery Messy & Sullivan, Wiggin
and Dana, Chiarelli Law Firm, Garcia & Milas, Loughlin FitzGerald,
The Gallagher Law Firm, Gesmonde, Pietrosimone & Sgrignari, Nuzzo
& Roberts, Carmody & Torrance, and Webster Bank. d
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Thanks to the tournament
committee and team captains (r)
and everyone who made the
Snowball Tournament a success!

Upcoming CLE Seminars
Tuesday, March 29, 2011
Build a Business Plan in a Tough Economy:
How to Wow a Banker
with Mary-Stuart Kilner (VP WebsterBank) and
Attorney Edward McManus

Thursday, March 31, 2011
Social Media Webinar

with Dan Schwartz (Pullman and Comley)

Thursday, April 7, 2011
Insurance Coverage Essentials

with Ryan Suerth (Saxe, Doernberger & Vita) and 		
Theresa Augustaukas (Saxe, Doernberger & Vita)

Thursday, May 19, 2011
Committee for Sale on Foreclosure

with Hon. Terrance Zemetis (Superior Court, New Haven),
Tara M. Bartlett (Bartlett Law Firm), Jeffrey T. Beatty (Beatty &
Beatty), Francis J. Doherty (Law Office of Francis J. Doherty)

Tuesday, June 7, 2011
Taxation and Business Law

with Martin Goldberg at University of New Haven

Tuesday, April 5, 2011
Effective Superior Court Advocacy

Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder – securing
the rights of individuals for 75 years
KOSKOFF, KOSKOFF & BIEDER P.C.
800-366-4421

www.koskoff.com

For more information: Atty. Jim Horwitz

TRUST. EXPERIENCE. RESOURCES. RESULTS.
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with Hon. Robin Wilson (Superior Court, New Haven), Hon.
Mark Gould (Superior Court, New Haven), Anne Epstein
(Adelman Law Office) and civil attorney TBA
Cost is members $55 and non-members $85.
All seminars are 4-6 pm. Advanced registration preferred.
The NHCBA is an accredited provider of New York MCLE.

Webinar seminars previously held
are available for viewing
in our virtual library.
Contact the NHCBA for details.

Lawyer Referral Service

LRS News
by Martha Messier, Program Coordinator
If you are interested in joining LRS or
volunteering for an outreach project, call
Martha at 203-562-9652 or e-mail her at
mmessier@newhavenbar.org. LRS attorney
participation applications are available for
downloading from www.newhavenbar.org.
Join anytime.
ASK A LAWYER in New Haven, Branford,
East Haven, Northford and North Branford
– Volunteers needed!
ASK A LAWYER is an ongoing community outreach project, which
has sessions scheduled monthly at local libraries in New Haven,
Branford, Northford, North Branford and East Haven. Attorneys
are needed to help staff these 1-1&1/2 hour sessions during which
individuals are given free 10 - 15 minute consultations. The current
schedule through 2011 is located on the NHCBA’s home page,
www.newhavenbar.org. For more information, or to participate,
please contact Martha. d

support your
bar association’s

O

Financial Aid Seminar

n Feb. 10, 2011 the NHCBA’s Public Service Committee,
and the Young Lawyers section, in collaboration with
various local colleges and universities, presented an informative,
instructional and well attended seminar on applying for financial
aid to college. The seminar focused on how to complete a Free
Application For Student Aid form and application and apply to
other funding sources such as PELL grants and Yale’s New Haven
Promise Program.
Presenters included Gloria Lee, the Interim Financial Aid Director
at Southern Connecticut State University; Elizabeth Desi, Senior
Associate Director of Financial Aid at University of New Haven; Leah
Kelley, the Assistant Director of Undergraduate Admissions at Yale
University; Cherice Tearte Barr, the College Admissions Counselor at
Amistad-Elm City High School; and Adriana Arreola, the Benchmark
Manager for New Haven Promise. d
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Over the Counter
News and Information from the Clerks of the New Haven Courts
By Patricia Nielsen, Assistant Clerk, New Haven Superior Court
Procedure Clarification –
Civil Short Calendar
The procedure for requesting argument
on a non-arguable matter on the Civil
Short Calendar has been clarified. A party
requesting argument on a non-arguable
matter must mark the matter “Ready”
and file a Request for Argument. The
court will determine whether to review
the matter on the papers or to order that
a hearing be scheduled for a future date.
If a Request for Argument has not been
filed in a non-arguable matter, a “Ready”
marking will be treated as a “Take Papers”
marking by the court.
Revised Standing Order
The Discovery and Deposition Dispute
Order has been revised. The revised order
states that “any Practice Book Chapter 13
motion directed to discovery or deposition
issues filed within six months of the trial
date shall be heard by the presiding judge
of the judicial district or a designee.”
Parties should file Form JD-CV-119
Request for Adjudication of Discovery
or Deposition Dispute Under Statewide
Standing Order when seeking resolution of
these disputes.
Current Forms
It is very important to be sure you are
using the current version of a judicial
form. For example, the Exemption Claim
Form, Financial Institution Execution
(JD-CV-24A) was revised to request only
the last four digits of the account number
and the type of account to protect against
personal identifying information being
included in the court file. Be sure to check

the Forms section of the judicial website
(www.jud.ct.gov) to make sure that the
forms you are using are the current ones.
A Note Regarding Family
Pleadings
Please remember to sign all pleadings.
There has been a marked increase in
pleadings being returned to attorneys
because they have not been signed. Family
pleadings are not able to e-filed and,
therefore, they must be signed.
Staff Changes
New Haven has two new caseflow
coordinators. Joseph Murolo joins the GA
as the new criminal caseflow coordinator
and Charlotte Russell joins the JD as the
caseflow coordinator for the foreclosure
mediation program. Patricia Nielsen
has moved from the caseflow position
to become an Assistant Clerk. She will
be working with Nancy Bauer and Gina
Kilian on family matters.
Doing Good
The 2010 holiday season saw the New
Haven court employees working together
to give back to the community. Judge
Brian Fischer, Tara Bartlett, Kristy Porter,
Charlene McBride, Stacy Haupt and
Sontonje Otunba-Payne organized a warm
clothing drive that resulted in clothing
donations to New Haven Home Recovery,
Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen and the
Boys & Girls Village. Brenda Magoveny,
Jessica Roman and Angelina Philipp
organized a food drive to benefit The
Connecticut Food Bank and Downtown
Evening Soup Kitchen. They also worked

RAYMOND E. CESTAR
Vocational Expert
Specializing in
Personal Injury • Wage Analysis • Testimony - Reports
Social Security Disability • Worker's Compensation Claims
P. O. Box 4478
Wallingford, CT 06492
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with the Marines to coordinate a successful
Toys for Tots collection.
Ask Us
Do you need clarification of a Practice
Book section or a court procedure or
policy? In each edition of this column,
we strive to address questions of general
interest that are submitted to us. Please
direct your questions for consideration to
me patricia.nielsen@jud.ct.gov.
E-Filing Reminder
Please remember to always file your
documents using the proper document
code and title. Avoid using generic codes
(i.e. Motion see file) wherever possible and,
instead, file documents using the specific
code for that document. Using incorrect
codes and titles may cause a pleading to
fail to print on a calendar or appear when
it should not. Filing with the proper code
ensures that the document is directed
to the appropriate court staff so that the
matter is handled efficiently and effectively.
Quality Candidates
Many of our outstanding Temporary
Assistant Clerks are seeking positions in
the private sector. If you are thinking
of taking on an associate or looking for
someone to assist you on a part-time basis,
we likely have just the person on our staff
that would be well-suited to your practice.
Our T.A.C.s gain valuable experience with
“behind-the-scenes” work in both the
Clerk’s Office and in the courtrooms. Feel
free to contact Chief Clerk Bill Sadek or
Deputy Chief Clerks Alice Bruno and Lou
Fagnani for some suggestions. d

Assistant Editor’s Column

I

On Being Ray Voelker
by Andrew S. Knott

guess I can talk about him now.
The day after I was sworn-in, I received
my first official telephone call as a lawyer. It
wasn’t business related. The caller wanted
to congratulate and welcome me to the bar.
When I addressed him by his title, he replied,
“Please, call me Ray”. That’s pretty much
how everyone else in town knows him, too—except in court where
propriety and form demand a title.
The Honorable Raymond F. Voelker recently retired from thirty
years of service as judge of the former probate district covering
Cheshire and Prospect. (As of January, Cheshire and Southington
comprise the new district.) While much press surrounded the
probate judge elections this year, Ray’s retirement quietly slipped
into the background—something very characteristic of him.
Ray practiced with the old and respected Waterbury firm of
Secor, Cassidy, and McPartland, before going out on his own. I
remember as a kid that “Secor-Cassidy”, as they were called, had
an office across the hall from my father’s, which had just left 129
Church Street for Cheshire’s suburban pastures. And it is from here
that my first memories of Ray come.
After school, I sometimes walked to the office to “use the
computer”. (That was true. But I had another motive: the
avoidance of telling my parents that I missed the school bus due to
a detention.) When there, Ray would often make time for a hello
and a handshake. While the bulk of my dealings with Ray came

as an adult, I think these little chats formed the foundation of my
relationship with the man.
When I started practicing, Ray made him and his knowledge
available to me, as he did for most lawyers around town. He wanted
me to know that he would rather have me preliminarily ask him the
dumb question rather than get caught in court. He told me how,
when he cut his teeth in probate court as a new admit, the cases
were called in a large room with everyone—lawyer and client—
watching. “They all saw your young-lawyer mistakes. You learned
fast.”
Ray’s relationship with me and other local lawyers may seem
chummy and unseemly for an impartial judge. But it wasn’t. In fact,
he was quite aware of his relationships with local attorneys and took
pains to avoid even the appearance of any kind of impartiality—
which meant that he did quite a bit of recusing when he presided
over a hotly contested matter involving both local and non-local
counsel. Further, he almost never appointed me to cases in his court,
and those appointments that I did receive were never lucrative.
While patronage may be alive and well in some probate courts, it
isn’t in Cheshire.
Ray made his court stand for everything that a probate court is
supposed to: It was local yet professional, accessible yet impartial,
friendly yet firm, quiet yet confident, and overall, truly competent.
But this result wasn’t difficult for Ray. It was just his qualities
as a lawyer and as a man imprinted onto his court. But that is
something extraordinary.
Any jerk can be a hero in a crisis. But if one can maintain
vigilance of virtue in life’s daily grind, then he is someone out-ofthe-ordinary. Ray did that—quietly and without any fanfare.
Judge Voelker has retired; but thankfully, Attorney Voelker is
still practicing. If only he were still across the hall. d

OWN YOUR OWN BUILDING
A ND W AL K T O C OU R T H OU S E S

Prestigious • Stately • Historic
William H. Taft Mansion
111 W HITNEY A VENUE

◊ 10,445 SF Signature
building on .35 acre
◊ 23-car on-site parking
◊ 10 Fireplaces
◊ Hardwood floors
◊ 10’ to 12’ ceilings
◊ Completely remodeled
in 2008

REPORTING & VIDEO

31 W HITNEY A VENUE
◊ 5,347 SF mixed-use
building with fireplaces
on .23 acre
◊ Offices on three floors
plus residential unit
◊ 12-car on-site parking
C ALL

FOR

S ALE P RICE I NFORMATION
Stephen Press, SIOR
203.288.1900, x123
spress@presscuozzo.com
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Brief case
NEWS ABOUT NHCBA MEMBERS

Kathleen M. Conway published her first fine art photography
book titled Timelessness The West in Black and White. The direct
link for viewing is www.blurb.com/bookstore/detail/1797648.
Congratulations Kathleen!

Babies…Babies…Babies
Laura and Gary Sklaver are the proud
grandparents of Edith Jane, born
on February 10, 2011 to Sam and
Wendi Sklaver.
The Association is pleased to include “The Brief Case,” a column that
recognizes the accomplishments of members and celebrates lifetime events.
Submissions of member information for the next issue of the Bar Association
newsletter are now being accepted. Please e-mail any information pertaining
to office moves, marriages or births, awards, publications, etc. to the NHCBA
office at NHCBAinfo@newhavenbar.org by April 15, 2011.

➠➠➠ On the Move ➠➠➠
STACY VOTTO has opened a solo law practice, Law Office of Stacy
Errante Votto, LLC, at 22 Trumbull Street, New Haven, 06511.
Telephone/fax (203) 787,2000, e-mail stacy@sev-law.com.
The Law Offices of Carter Mario Injury Lawyers is pleased
to announce the addition of MICHELLE MORRELL to the
firm’s growing staff of attorneys. Ms. Morrell joins the firm as a
Litigation Attorney, splitting time between both the Milford and
New Britain offices.
CHRYSTEN A. DUFOUR has joined Licari, Walsh & Sklaver,
LLC as an associate of the firm.
ALEXANDER J. MARESCA is now a partner in the firm Miele
& Maresca.
Murtha Cullina is pleased to announce that MARIA PEPE
VANDERLAAN joined their firm as a partner.
TODD RICHARDSON has recently changed firms and is
now claims counsel for HCC Global, an insurance company in
Farmington, CT.

President’s Column, continued from p. 2
in a question-and-answer session after the hearing. Based on the
success of a similar program at Wilbur Cross High School several
years ago, we know that this experience will leave lasting favorable
impressions on young people who yearn for leadership examples.
The Public Service Committee needs 30 attorney volunteers to
go to classes before the Appellate Court session to introduce the case
and lead a discussion about our court system and the roles of judges
and lawyers involved in appellate advocacy. Given our societal
obligations and the need of our youth for role models like Judge
Harper, I encourage you to contact the Public Service Committee
to volunteer for this program, or to participate in any of the other
programs that the NHCBA offers for attorneys to give back to the
community. Contact Martha in the NHCBA office (203-562-9652)
for more details.
The future is in your hands. d
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OFFICE SHARE– Branford Center, includes use of
furnished reception area, library/conference room, secretarial space,
storage, free parking; equipped with phones, fax, copier, internet,
etc.; possible referrals; reasonable rent. 203-483-7573.
OFFICE SPACE. New Haven. Reasonably priced in classic historic
home at 110 Whitney Avenue near Trumbull Street. Sub-let includes
parking, shared conference room, reception area, fax and copier.
Call (203)777-0506.
FOR SALE: Complete and current set of West’s Annotated
Connecticut General Statutes. Best Offer. Contact Molly LeVan
at molly_Levan@att.net
For display and classified advertising rates, please contact
Josephine Costello at (203) 562-9652 x10 or
JCostello@newhavenbar.org.
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Young Lawyers President’s Column

Changing the Game

A

by Chris Nelson
2010-2011 President of NHYL

t the time of writing this article
there is a discussion going on in
the legal community — especially the
young lawyer legal community — about
just how much we have all been ripped
off by law school. This discussion was
recently prompted by an article in the
New York Times, “Is Law School a Losing
Game,” (hyperlinked here for those of you
reading the fancy online version of Marble
Columns.1) For those of you without the time or inclination to read
the article in the Times, the gist of it is this: law school is really
expensive and the few jobs that do exist for lawyers don’t generally
pay you enough to justify the expense.
Now everyone knows that higher education is expensive, but
if you haven’t gone to school in the past 10 years or have children
who are college age, then you may not be able to appreciate exactly
how much money we are talking about. Over the summer I had
a chance to speak with a retired judge at a Bar Association event
and the subject of student loans came up. We compared notes,
and honestly, I’m not sure which of us was shocked more. He was
flabbergasted when I explained that many law school graduates
had student loan payments of $1,000 per month for a period of 30
years. I was equally shocked to hear that law school cost him less
than $2,000, total.
This got me into doing a bit of research. Did you know that in
1970, the median annual tuition at a private, ABA accredited law
school was $1,700?2 And that in 1985 the median cost for tuition
at a private law school was still less than $8,000.3 Currently, the
median tuition cost of private law school is north of $35,000 per
year. That is approximately a 2059% increase since 1970 (more
than double since 1990). Over this same period of time, inflation
in the U.S. was just 563%.4 Even when you look at public
law schools, the ABA seems to concede that law school tuition
increases at twice the rate of inflation.5 Of course, none of these
figures include living expenses while you are in law school or
undergraduate loans. The point is that in relative dollars, college
and law school cost more now than in the past. If you graduated a
while ago, it costs much, much more.
The natural reaction, I’m afraid, is to turn and blame the
law schools for gouging us. This neglects the economics of the
world we live in. Law schools turn down way more people than
they accept. The benefits to small(ish) class sizes are important.
I hope we can all appreciate that law schools shouldn’t be mills
but it means your individual tuition dollars have to pay for a lot
of operating expenses. At the end of the day, law schools need to
compete to be the best. That means spending money. The better
the law school, the better the job prospects their graduates have.
The real villain here, to the extent that there is one, is our
antiquated notion that lawyers are this “American aristocracy”.
The worst crime law schools are guilty of is tacitly reinforcing this
thinking by telling us how lucky we are to have gotten in. Really,
our whole lawyer culture breeds the belief that we are supposed to
be rich, prominent, and unquestioningly successful people – and
we gladly sell that image to the world. Correspondingly, a lot of

people go to law school because they think the long hours are going
to lead to making a lot of money. By the time they graduate with
a different understanding it’s too late, they are already $200,000+
in debt. This is not to say that people can’t make a lot of money
in this profession, since some certainly do, and there is a lot to be
said for a profession that at least gives you the chance to live both
decently and meaningfully. But there’s little doubt that one of the
reasons the demand for law school continues to grow is because
people think of the profession as a safe harbor from difficult
financial times.
It would be a bit naïve to think there is a way we can make
this problem simply disappear. The cost of higher education will
continue to increase rapidly so long as there is both tremendous
demand and available credit. However, what we can do is give our
future lawyers a better idea of what they are getting themselves into
before they incur several hundred thousands of dollars in debt, so
they decide to become lawyers for the right reasons (or at least with
their eyes wide open). To this end, the ABA needs to change the
Standard 509 which regulates the basic consumer information that
law schools need to provide to prospective students. Law schools
must be required give people an accurate idea of what salaries their
graduates actually make; and it’s got to be done in a way that’s
uniform and fair so the current U.S. News numbers game doesn’t go
on. Until the ABA requires this of all law schools, no single school
can take this reporting on without great risk to its reputation.
In the meantime, laws schools need to get proactive and do a
better job of teaching students the business of law. Lack of jobs and
low salaries has forced many new lawyers into going into business
for themselves, so it would be helpful if students had basic
business knowledge before hanging up that first shingle. d
1 You’re not? Do you hate trees and love extra bar dues?
2 Median Tuition at ABA Approved Law Schools, ABA Section of Legal
Education and Admission to the Bar (2000)
3 ABA Commission On Loan Repayment and Forgiveness, 2003
4 US Dept. of Labor Consumer Price Index
5 ABA Commission on the Impact of the Economic Crises on the
Profession and Legal Needs, November 2009

2010 Toys for Tots

L-R: A.J. Interlandi, Patrick Hughes, Josh Hecht, Chris Nelson, and
Giovanni Spennato. 2010 was another great year of generosity and giving for
the Young Lawyers Toys for Tots collection. Every year attorneys attending
the Holiday Party show their generosity by donating toys, and this year
surpassed last year’s donation. Thank you to everyone who donated!
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Editor’s Column, continued from p. 2
eyes. Visiting him in Bridgeport meant going through several gated
hallways which ended with two cells, each with solid doors with an
8 inch solid window. There was a buzzer in the cell to ring when you
were done with the visit.
On my final visit to see him, we sat silently. After an obligatory
30 minutes of this torture, I rang the buzzer. No one came. He
smiled. I waited about 15 minutes, and rang it again, holding down
the buzzer. After another 15 minutes, a guard came to the door,
stuck her head in, and said, “Stop ringing the buzzer. When I’m
ready to let you out I’ll let you out”. And she left, closing the door
behind her, with us still in the cell. After waiting another 15 minutes,
during which the Columbian’s glare seemed to harden, she came
back and let me out. Not a safe situation, and I let the U.S. Marshal
know. Anyway, I won’t go back there again.
Some of Connecticut’s correctional institutions require a preauthorized visit. I went to Walker, in Somers, and had forgotten
to have my office call when I was on the way. When I got to the
officer at the door, they wouldn’t let me in unless I had authorization
from the warden. And they wouldn’t let me talk to the warden. I
went back to my car, called the jail (about 50 feet away) to receive
authorization, went back to the door, and was allowed in.
The New Haven Correctional Center is easy to use, now that
the previous renovations are complete and it’s no longer necessary
to wait outside in the rain. Of course, the last time I went, my bar
identification card had expired, and it took an Act of Congress to
get in.
Aside from contact visits with incarcerated clients, the only other
reasonable communication is the telephone. I tell my clients to call
collect, and the abuses of this privilege are legion. Samples? “Hi, they
won’t give me soap. I want you to call the warden,” and “Can you
call my girlfriend and tell her I love her. I can’t afford to call her,”
and “I need a haircut. Can you send a letter to the warden?”
Finally, one mistake I will never make again is to bring a
paralegal with me whom I do not know. On trial before Judge
Thompson, I got a call from a paralegal in New London who said
her firm had worked on legal matters for my client and she wanted
to speak with him in jail. Since I was going, I allowed her to come
with me for a contact visit. We were allowed into the Hartford
Correctional Center, and sat down with our client. As soon as
the guard closed the door, she reached over the table kissed him
passionately, full on the lips, her hands around his head. I yelled and
pulled them apart. I chastised her, but she only smiled sheepishly. I
should have guessed that he was her boyfriend. Never again. d

– SAVE these DATEs –
NHCBA Summer Outing

July 7, 2011
and

FNHCB’s Hot Summer Nights

July 21, 2011
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NHCBA Member Services
Professional Insurance Needs: For professional
malpractice, long-term care, disability policies, and life
insurance needs, contact ISI New England Insurance
Specialists (1-888-ISI-1959) for further information;
be sure to indicate you are an NHCBA member.
Law Firm Merchant Accounts: A credit card
acceptance program specifically designed for law firms.
Reduced processing fees, supports the NHCBA. Visit the
NHCBA website or call (866) 376-0950 for details.
Citibank’s Attorneys Banking Program: Opportunity
for preferred rates, waived fees on credit, no monthly
maintenance fees, and many other benefits with a Business
Checking Account. Unique access to other products,
too. (Restrictions may apply.) Contact Tony Rossley at
(203) 773-4402.
Legal Research Options: LexisNexis NHCBA Member
Plan: A variety of specially priced legal research and
product sales options are available, including Pay-As-YouGo pricing for limited search needs. Primarily targeted to
new attorneys, solo practitioners and small law offices.
Visit www.newhavenbar.org for details.
ABA Books: Purchase any book published by the
ABA at a 15% discount. Books should be ordered
online at www.ababooks.org; enter the NHCBA’s
discount code PAB6ENHB during the checkout process.
Arbitration & Mediation Discount: The ADR Center
offers to NHCBA members a special discount: $150
off the filing fee for a new case filed with the Center.
Call 860-832-8060 for details.
Meeting Rooms: The NHCBA’s conference room
is available for use by members for depositions and
other meetings relating to their practice and bar
association activities. A nominal fee may apply. Please
call the NHCBA office in advance at (203) 562-9652 to
reserve the room.
Classified Ads: Each issue of “Marble Columns”
contains a classified advertising section. These
ads cover areas such as positions available,
office space and items for sale. The newsletter
reaches over 2,000 readers in the Greater New
Haven legal community. Call the NHCBA office at
(203) 562-9652 for more information and deadlines.
Avoiding Legal Malpractice CLE Seminar:
Offered each year for members, this free program,
led by an experienced attorney, discusses potential
malpractice situations, how to recognize them and
how to avoid them.

Building your
practice.

Building your
future.
294 Church Street, Guilford, CT
Conveniently located off I-95, exit 58

203-738-0040

For expert help in managing your business and
personal finances, turn to Citibank®. Our industry
knowledge and range of products and services
can help you improve cash flow, finance practice
growth, protect your assets, and much more.

Win More Cases, Win Larger Settlements,
and Be More Successful!
Dr. Karina Altieri is a licensed chiropractic physician
with certification on a post graduate 36 hour credits in
the New AMA Guide 6th edition. In practice for 7 years,
she is one of the most successful Spanish Chiropractors
in greater New Haven.

For information on the special offers available
through Citibank’s Attorneys Program, contact:
Tony Rossley at 203 773-4402 or 203 815-9864.

Dr. Altieri specializes in personal injury cases, but she
also treats a variety of different illnesses. She offers
second biomechanical evaluation, an impairment rating
upon patients meeting Maximal Medical Improvement,
and opinions concerning further conservative care
prior to medical release and/or settlement.

Citibank is a Preferred Vendor of the NHCBA.

© 2008 Citigroup Inc. Citibank, N.A. Member FDIC. Citibank and Arc Design is a registered
service mark of Citigroup Inc. Citi Never Sleeps is a service mark of Citigroup Inc.

595.1_071408_AD_atrnyprgrm.indd 1

www.gentlehandschiro.com
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Helping your clients create a legacy
is an important service you offer
“For clients with particularly close ties to Greater New Haven, whether
as lifelong residents or local innovators and entrepreneurs, and a desire to
give back, The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven can be the
ideal vehicle through which to achieve their philanthropic objectives. We
as practitioners when working with clients in developing their estate, tax or
retirement plans are fortunate to have the benefit of this time-tested resource.”
Attorney Victoria M. DiSesa
Sole Practitioner, DiSesa & DiSesa

For more than 80 years, The Community Foundation has
been partnering with professional advisors to help individuals
create lasting gifts. We welcome an opportunity to offer you
and your clients the beneﬁt of our experience and expertise.

203-777-7068

www.cfgnh.org

endowNewHaven@cfgnh.org
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The NHCBA is pleased to welcome
these new 2011 Leadership Circle Donors

Champion ($10,000)

Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder
Patron ($5,000)

Upcoming
NHCBA Events
March 31
April 7
April 7
April 22
May 6
May 19
June 7
July 7
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CLE: Social Media Webinar
Bar Foundation Comedy Night
CLE: Insurance Coverage Essentials
OFFICE CLOSED, Good Friday
Clerk Appreciation Lunch
CLE: Committee for Sale 			
on Foreclosures
CLE: Taxation and Business Planning Law
Summer Outing

Jacobs, Grudberg, Belt, Dow & Katz
Wiggin and Dana
Advocate ($2,500)
Loughlin FitzGerald
Nuzzo & Roberts
Supporter ($1,000)

The Gallagher Law Firm Littler Mendelson
Parrett, Porto, Parese & Colwell
Winnick, Ruben, Chambers, Hoffnung
and Peabody, LLC

Friend ($500)
June Gold, Esq. Law Office of Sung-Ho Hwang
Reid & Riege
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