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Season’s Greetings
from the

NHCBA
NHCBA’s Fifth Annual
Golf Tournament a Success

T
Above: The 2010-2011 officers: L-R, Young
Lawyers President Chris R. Nelson, Asst.
Secretary Howard K. Levine, PresidentElect Irene P. Jacobs, Bar Foundation
President June Gold, NHCBA President
Charles P. Reed, Executive Director
Carolyn Breen Witt, Immed. Past
President Richard A. Roberts and Asst.
Treasurer Victor A. Bolden. Missing from
photo are Treasurer Sung-Ho Hwang
and Secretary Robert C. Hinton. Right:
President Charles P. Reed presents Gary
P. Sklaver with the Yale Sappern Civility
Award. For more on the Annual Dinner,
see page 7.

he NHCBA held its Fifth Annual Golf Tournament
at Lyman Orchards on August 18th. The event was a
success with close to 70 people in attendance. Joel Faxon, Eric
Smith, Brian Farrell and Simon Preston won the tournament. The
first, second and third place finishers received gift certificates to
area restaurants while the last place team was given tokens for a
bucket of balls to practice for next year. The longest drive contest
was won by Joel Faxon and Marian Michnowicz, while Dave
Bernard and Cindy Scope won the closest to the pin contest. A
percent of the net proceeds was donated to the NHCBA’s sister
charity, the New Haven County Bar Foundation, and its new
Thomas J. Witt Memorial Children’s Book Fund, which supports
the association’s long-standing annual commitment to providing
local community children with books. Thanks to Webster Bank
for the Lunch Sponsorship. b

— SAVE the DATE —
Saturday, January 29, 2011
Bar Foundation’s

Liberty Bell Winter Gala
The winning team: Simon Preston, Brian Farrell, Eric Smith, and Joel Faxon.
More photos on page 9.
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President's Column

I Accept
by Charles P. Reed
Following is Charlie
Reed’s acceptance speech
at the 2010 NHCBA
Annual Dinner as he
assumed the position
of President of the
NHCBA for the
2010-2011year.
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H

onorable members of the judiciary,
friends and colleagues: Tonight
I accept this position with the hope
that I will be able to serve in the same
distinguished tradition of Harold Donegan
and Gary Sklaver, both of whom we honor
tonight, and in the spirit of so many other
past presidents of this great association.
Congratulations Harold and Gary.
I must say that we begin our new
year at a time when lawyers – and
our legal institutions in general – face
unprecedented challenges. Economic forces
and technological changes have altered the
landscape for lawyers, and larger social and
political trends have had an impact on the
standing of our legal system in the eyes of
many on the political extremes. However,
it has been – and will continue to be the
mission of this bar association to support

A

ccording to
Greek
mythology, the
watchdogs Scylla
and Charybdis
guarded the entry
to Sicily from
invaders. The two
sat on either side
of the Straits of
Messina and entry was denied to any who
could not pass one or the other.
Gail and Gina are my Scylla and
Charybdis. They work at opposing desks
in the entryway to my law office and
protect me from unwarranted salesmen,
unwarranted clients, unwarranted
telephone calls and, on occasion, from
myself. They have essentially been with
me since I began practicing law, and as
they like to remind me, I couldn’t function
without them. There was a time that I
had an associate who compared himself
and them to “the chief and the Indians”

our members and the honorable profession
we serve – during and long after this period
of profound turmoil and change.
This is an organization that exists
to support its membership of practicing
lawyers, and our job as lawyers has never
been more difficult. The continuing
development of new technology and
the resulting widespread availability of
information at little or no cost has changed
the way lawyers work and the ways in which
clients use legal services and expect them to
be delivered. Some types of work have been
reduced to a mere commodity, because legal
research and documents are available for
free on the internet. What fee can a lawyer
expect to earn when a resourceful and
budget-conscious client can obtain close to
the same work product for free?
Or what about the outsourcing of legal
work abroad? English speaking lawyers
around the world, trained in the common
law, can effectively compete with those of
us in this room. And it is only a matter of
time before we feel it. For example, some
estimate that outsourcing of legal work to
India will result in a 10% reduction of legal
jobs in the United States, a loss of up to
100,000 legal jobs over the next five years.
This would make permanent the job losses
that we have already endured because of the
severe recession, even as overall economic
Continued on page 14

Editor's Column

Scylla and Charybdis
by Jonathan J. Einhorn
(he was the chief, he thought). He’s gone,
they’re still here.
Although neither attended paralegal
school, in the true tradition of law office
paralegals, they are more knowledgeable
about legal procedures than most lawyers,
and better with people than any lawyer
I have ever met. They tell me what
telephone calls to return immediately,
what appeals are due next, and if I haven’t
worked hard enough that week, decide
that I shouldn’t be paid. They open the
mail before I can see it, and letters marked
“Personal and Confidential” are opened
eagerly and given priority. I used to argue
with them when they told me what to do
(hey, I’m the lawyer…), but I’ve learned that
they are almost always correct in their advice.
Even on days when I am not in the office,
Continued on page 12

Large Turnout at Memorial Service
by Jonathan J. Einhorn

I

n one of the NHCBA’s most unique and most beloved
functions, twelve former members who passed away over
the previous year were remembered by their families and
colleagues at the Service of Remembrance on November 4, 2010.
As usual, attendees spilled in to the hallways of the ninth floor
jury assembly room for the annual event. It is always to significant
to learn that all of them had lives outside of their law practices,
a goal we all need to keep in mind. Many of the group were of
the “Greatest Generation,” as described by Tom Brokaw, with
exemplary military service.
The event was, as in the past, chaired by Dick Jacobs, who
introduced the speakers. Administrative Judge Brian Fischer
gave opening and closing remarks. Recently installed NHCBA
President Charlie Reed spoke briefly. Also in attendance were the
Superior Court judges and referees sitting in New Haven. United
States District Judge Peter Dorsey, a traditional attendee, was
unable to attend this year due to illness, but was missed by all.
Jack D. Barnston, who came to us long ago from Texas, was
memorialized by his friend and tennis partner, Larry Iannotti.
Louise LaMontagne eulogized her friend and colleague at
Nationwide, Marcella Brayton, who came to the Bar late in life.
One of New Haven’s legends, Daniel Dennis, who was a B-24
pilot in WWII, was spoken of by his former partner and friend,
Paul North. Dan and Paul were conveyancing attorneys at Clark
Hall & Peck.
Superior Court Judge Jack Downey spoke of the late Judge
Gerry Esposito, whose lack of pretension, humor and family
devotion was legendary. The late Edward Gallant, whose
arbitration skills and modesty were well-known, was eulogized by
his friend Judge Anthony DeMayo.

The Speech Not Given:
Remembering Israel Jacobs

T

by Dick Jacobs

his year the Service of Remembrance was held on November
4th at 9:30 in the morning in the Jury Assembly Room on
the ninth floor of the Church Street courthouse. [I didn’t have
a chance to tell you all some of these stories, but this is my
remembrance for my father, Israel Jacobs.]
Many years ago in New Haven, there was a law firm named
Jacobs, Jacobs, Jacobs & Jacobs. Its members were our father, Israel
Jacobs, my brothers, Howard & Bud (Stanley to those of you who
don’t know his real name), and me.
One day Dad said, “All right, boys, we’re going to the memorial
service.” And so we all went off to the courthouse to pay our respects.
Years went by. Some years, there was no service. I believe it was
revived by Eddie Reynolds, who later handed the chairman’s job
over to me. How long I’ve held it I don’t know, but it’s been for
quite a while.
I wanted to be a lawyer since I was a little boy. I wanted to be
like my father. Once, when I was little, I asked him. “Are you just
a criminal lawyer, Daddy?” He answered, “I am, but they haven’t
been able to prove it.”
Continued on page 10

David Goldman, who distinguished himself in New Haven
and argued a leading case for Household Finance before the
U.S. Supreme Court, was eulogized by Richard Jacobson of
the Hartford bar. Ironically, David’s once former partner, Earl
Williams, was also eulogized at the same ceremony, by Kathy
Priest. Earl was a giant among New Haven trial attorneys: a tireless
fighter with an aggressive and successful style for his clients.
Susan Shaw spoke of her friend and colleague Nancy Hoskins,
who specialized in immigration law. The late Frank Mongillo’s
daughter, Wendy Mongillo, spoke of Bernie Insler, who practiced
with her father and then with her. Bernie was a quiet man of great
integrity and passion.
The recent death of Mitch Morse by drowning was a shock to
many, and his friend and former partner Ira Grudberg spoke of
him to the crowd. Mitch was an excellent trial attorney and will be
remembered by many, including those affected by his work in the
wiretap inquiries in New Haven.
Judge James Kenefick spoke of his former colleague Judith
Ravel, who skill in municipal work and whose aggressive
representation of clients will not be soon forgotten. She too
entered law school late in life, but amply made up for the delay.
Finally, Gary Sklaver spoke of Tom Witt, lovingly known to
many of us as “Carrie’s husband”. Tom was a bright, excellent
lawyer with a calm demeanor and seemed to be Carrie’s partner in
every way. They met while both were working at Wiggin & Dana
some time ago. Gary noted Tom’s passion for crossword puzzles,
bicycling and Acadia National Park in Maine. As with the others
memorialized that day, he will be missed. b

A special thank you to Rosanne Labonia and Julie Cashman
of Sanders, Gale & Russell Court Reporters
for transcribing the service at no charge.

IN MEMORIAM
Name

Jack Dudley Barnston
Marcella Brayton
Daniel H. Dennis Jr.
Hon. Gerard F. Esposito
Edward Gallant
David W. Goldman
Nancy I. Hoskins
Bernard Insler
Mitchell Morse
Judith A. Ravel
Earl I. Williams
Thomas J. Witt

Date Passed

4/28/2010
10/2009
1/24/2010
1/9/2010
9/22/2010
3/19/2010
8/24/2010
6/20/2010
9/22/2010
12/5/2009
4/29/2010
4/6/2010
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Guest Column

Riding Circuit

I

by William F. Dow, III

have always been intrigued by the travel
requirements imposed upon many
of us who practice law in the Land of Steady
Habits. These requirements inevitably
result from unsuccessful attempts to resolve
scheduling conflicts among and between
the courts that require the client’s presence at certain proceedings.
Because of a culture created by the historic reality of practicing
in one and two lawyer firms, judges, conditioned by that culture,
permit lawyers to show up late, preferably preceded by a phone call.
They don’t allow not showing up at all. The result is that a lot of us
spend a lot of time on the road, essentially riding a circuit.
I first practiced in the District of Columbia when felonies
were tried in federal court. Judges there were anointed, cloistered
and beyond reach of communication by mere mortals. Getting a
continuance from or even a message to a judge was impossible. I
vividly recall a fellow lawyer who was required to be simultaneously
in two separate courts at the same time. The courtrooms were in the
same building, on the same floor, side by side. He left word in one
court that he had to be in the other. Of course, you know the punch
line. He’d chosen the wrong one and was cited for contempt for
failing to appear.
Fortunately, that wouldn’t happen here. Judges understand. So
long as you notify, provide an ETA and show up, you’re pretty much
ok. Making that happen, however, requires vehicular and telephonic
contortions that rival the exploits of Shirley Cha Cha Muldowney
and the Verizon “Can You Hear Me Now?” guy.
All of us, I suspect, have gotten used to the regular round of
daily doubles: New Haven & Milford, Meriden, Middletown,
Bridgeport and sometimes Hartford or, occasionally, New London.
But there are others, the trifectas, that are a little more difficult but
can be accomplished with some planning and a little extra effort:
New Haven & Middletown/Meriden, Meriden/Derby, Meriden/
Waterbury and Milford/Derby. These are harder because they
require that all the moving parts mesh smoothly: a client to actually
be present, a co-operative adversary and an accommodating judge.
Not always a frequent combination.
Then there are those rare, almost impossible superfectas:
four courts in one day. For most of us it’s usually New Haven &
Middletown/Meriden/Derby, Middletown/Meriden/Waterbury or
maybe Waterbury/Derby/Milford. Fortunately these occur about as
frequently as the passing of Haley’s Comet. And, if you are able to
pull it off, it’s never worth it; when you’re done you can’t remember
what you’ve done, whom you’ve dealt with or where it happened.
Note, please that some courts—the snarky ones—-have been
omitted from this travelogue. They just don’t accommodate the
easy-in, easy-out rhythm that’s essential. Norwalk is notoriously
toxic, though they tell me it’s better now; Manchester was toxic but
is still too far away; Danbury is closer but impossible to get to and
from quickly; and Rockville just possibly may not be within the
borders of the State of Connecticut.
Then there are those days infected with serendipitous scheduling
anomalies. I’ve had a couple recently that qualify me, I’m sure,
for the Quaker State 10w-40 award for 2010. On two occasions I
travelled from New Haven to Litchfield to Norwich and back, and
once, more recently, a round trip from New Haven to New London
to Rockville. On that last one I went through parts of Connecticut
4

that have not been visited by any human being since the second
term of Governor Wilbur Cross and I have a sneaking suspicion that
I might have caught a glimpse of Sasquatch near the intersection of
Routes 207 and 66.
One of the results of these excursions leads, for many, to an
uncomfortable familiarity with the limited insights, irrational
opinions and esoteric philosophies of Bob from Bayside, Herman
from Far Rockaway and the WFAN radio personalities. There are
only so many times you can listen to Mike Francesa’s opinion on
how the Mets will do next year or whether the Yankees trade Jobba
Chamberlain to St.Louis for Tony LaRussa and the rights to the
Mark McGuire’s Hitting for Power Video.
For me, I’ve switched to books on tape. Any Robert Parker
“Spenser” novel narrated by Joe Mantegna can make even a trip
to Wyatt Correctional Facility in Rhode Island almost tolerable.
Try it. Bob from Bayside isn’t really that knowledgeable and Mike
Francesa’s humility can wear a bit thin after a while. b

Upcoming CLE Seminars
Tuesday, January 11, 2011
Client Trust Accounts

*2 hour CLE Ethics Credit* with Tony Rossley, Frances
Mickelson Dera, Esq., Juliana Guerrera, Chris Winship,
and Patricia King $30 Members, $45 Non-members

Thursday, January 13, 2011
2 HOUR WEBINAR
Targeting Clients: Where they are, 		
What they want, How to sell them.
with Carol Schiro 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Thursday, January 20, 2011
Hanging Up Your Own Shingle

with Tara Knight, Christopher Y. Dubby, Desi Imetovski
and Emily Riordan

Tuesday, January 25, 2011
Depositions 101: The Basics from
the Masters with Penny Seaman and Charles Price
Thursday, January 27, 2011
Crash Course on Family Violence Orders
with Jane Grossman and C.J. Forcier

Thursday, February 3, 2011
The Intersection between Family and
Immigration Law with Sheila Hayre and Jim Swaine
February 24, 2011
Leveling the Playing Field

with Eric Smith and Joe Mirrione

March 24, 2011
Electronic Discovery in Connecticut Courts
with Erika L. Amarante, Howard Fetner, Laura Clark,
and Federal Judge Mark Kravitz

Thursday, May 19, 2011
Committee for Sale on Foreclosure

with Hon. Terrance Zemetis, Tara M. Bartlett, Jeffrey T.
Beatty, Francis J. Doherty
Unless otherwise noted, cost is members $55/ non-members $85.
Advanced registration required.

NHCBA News Briefs
NEWS FROM THE NEW HAVEN COUNTY
SUPERIOR COURT
Commencing Monday, December 27, 2010, trials may be suspended
through and including Thursday, December 30, 2010, (Friday,
December 31st is a holiday) however, all other aspects of judicial
operations will continue as usual.
Also note that Short Calendars will not be scheduled for Monday,
December, 27th. b

Dues Renewal
To remain in good standing, pay your 2010-2011 NHCBA dues
quickly. 3rd reminder notices have been sent out and should be on
your desks for those who have yet to pay. Thanks to all who have
already renewed your membership. b

Reoccurring COMMITTEE Meetings
The NHCBA committees welcome members to sit in and see what is
going on with each of the committees. If you are new to the NHCBA
or are a returning member and are curious about committee events
and meetings, come and sit in and see what they are discussing. Several
committees have set meeting days each month: Public Service meets
the 1st Wednesday of every month, the Executive Committee generally
meets the 3rd Tuesday, Publicity meets the last Wednesday, Court
Relations meets the 3rd Thursday, Membership Committee meets
the 2nd Thursday, and Real Estate meets the 3rd Monday. Everyone is
welcome to come! Please check the NHCBA website for exact dates
and times and to RSVP. b

A Request From The Editor
Send us any interesting news or events that you have attended with
your colleagues or peers. Remember to take your digital camera along
and set it at the highest resolution possible. Small camera phone photos
look fine on the web but don’t contain enough information to print
well. Please e-mail a short description of the event with the original
photo (without downsizing or cropping) to Nagu Kent at nkent@
newhavenbar.org. b

Membership Committee Efforts
The Membership Committee has been working diligently on obtaining
new members and plans to hold a telethon on December 2nd to
encourage non-members to attend our Holiday Party. The committee
is also focused on providing more local services to the Meriden and
Wallingford area, and plans to host another Bench-Bar Reception and
also bring a CLE to that area. Additionally, plans to reach out to law
schools to set up a networking happy hour with the goal of recruiting
law student members is in the planning process. b

Need New York CLE?
Don’t forget! NHCBA continuing legal education seminars meet New
York State MCLE requirements. Watch for the CLE schedule and
check our website for updated CLE listings and date changes. When
you register for the seminar, be sure to notify the NHCBA office that
you will need a certificate of attendance and provide your New York
attorney registration number. b

Judges of Color Reception
Held at Wiggin and Dana
New Haven – The Lawyers Collaborative for Diversity (LCD)
and the George W. Crawford Black Bar Association held the
annual Judges of Color reception at Wiggin and Dana’s New
Haven office on November 4.
Members and friends of LCD enjoyed an evening with
an impressive panel of judges and an interesting and thoughtprovoking Q&A session. Panelists included District of
Connecticut Judge Alvin Thompson, Appellate Court Judge
Lubbie Harper and Superior Court Judges Barry Stevens, Peter
Brown, Jose Suarez and Juliett Crawford.

New Honorary Members
The NHCBA would like to congratulate
its newest Honorary Members:
Richard G. Bell L Frederick W. Danforth, Jr.
Robert S. Evans L John R. Gorman
Ira B. Grudberg L Stephen E. Ronai
Stephen I. Traub
It is the tradition and policy of the NHCBA that those
members in good standing who have been admitted to the
Connecticut bar for fifty (50) or more years become
honorary members of the Association.

S

From L to R: Connecticut Superior Court Judge Jose Suarez, Connecticut
Appellate Court Judge Lubbie Harper, Connecticut Superior Court
Judge Juliett Crawford, Connecticut Superior Court Judge Peter Brown,
Connecticut Superior Court Judge Barry Stevens and U.S. District Court
for the District of Connecticut Judge Alvin Thompson.
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Judge Silbert’s Trip to Russia

O

n October 14 and
15, 2010, Judges
Jonathan Silbert, Nina Elgo,
and Raymond Norko, along
with Probation Regional
Manager Trevor Johnson and
guest speaker Professor Elena
L. Grigorenko (a Moscoweducated Yale University
psychologist) participated
in a two day seminar on
Alternatives to Incarceration
at the Pskov Law Institute
(PLI) of the Russian Federal
Penal Service (FSIN) as part of Connecticut-Pskov Rule of Law
Partnership. The Partnership, one of ten American state-to Russian
region alliances that make up the Russian-American Rule of Law
Consortium, will celebrate the tenth year of its existence next May,
and PLI has also established an exchange agreement with the
University of New Haven’s Henry Lee College of Criminal Justice.
The United States, the nation with the world’s highest rate of
imprisonment, has for the past three decades been struggling to
find ways to reduce its reliance on incarceration as the primary
punishment for criminal activity. The Russian Federation, the nation
with the world’s second highest rate of incarceration, is beginning a
similar transformation. Judiciary members in Pskov had expressed an
eagerness to learn from both the successes and failures the U.S. has
experienced in attempting to provide judges with a menu of punitive
options that includes incarceration as the most restrictive, but not
necessarily the primary, option. The Russian Federation has already
begun taking steps to reduce its reliance on incarceration, having
recently introduced house arrest as an acceptable criminal sanction.
Pskov has been among the pioneers in using electronic “bracelets” to
monitor offenders who are given such a sentence.
The seminar brought together FSIN representatives, judges,
attorneys, academics and others from not only Pskov and
Connecticut, but also St. Petersburg, Vologda and Ukraine. The
first day of the seminar focused on punishment theory, the costs of
various sentencing alternatives, a demonstration of Pskov’s electronic
system of incarceration, lessons learned about electronic monitoring
in Connecticut and an examination of a variety of organizational
and practical issues related to enforcing non-incarcerative sentences,
including a description of the Hartford Community Court.   The
American presentations stressed that while “alternatives” are generally
less expensive than incarceration, the cost of effective monitoring of
individuals on supervised release is considerable, so that probation
should not be viewed simply as a cheaper alternative to prison.
The second day of the program addressed some of the
practical issues presented by alternative sentences for juvenile and
other younger offenders. Judge Elgo’s presentation stressed the
importance of using diagnostic instruments that identify trauma,
abuse and other antecedents to criminality. If accomplished
probation officials can more productively direct their clients to
appropriate treatment modalities, and she described a variety
of treatment programs currently in place in Connecticut. Dr.
Grigorenko discussed the role of scientific research in determining
the amenability of younger offenders to various forms of treatment
and punishment. She described a variety of assessment instruments
6

Top left: The seminar begins with presentations by Judge Silbert, Pskov Law
Institute Director Bronislav Kazak, and Aleksandr Selivanov, President
Medvedev’s Representative in Russia’s Northwest District. Top right: Pskov’s 16th
c. Trinity Cathedral surrounded by its 10th c. Kremlin walls. Bottom: Judge
Norko, Trevor Johnson, Judge Elgo and Prof. Grigorenko are flanked by Russian
seminar participants.

that have proved effective in determining dangerousness and the
likelihood of recidivism, and she suggested that through the use of
careful diagnosis and proper placement, recidivism and the use of
incarceration of younger offenders could both be reduced.
A delegation from Pskov, expected to include corrections
officials, academics and attorneys, will visit Connecticut next
June. These delegates will continue to examine our approach to
sentencing and will visit courts, correctional institutions, probation
offices and alternative incarceration centers. b

Coming Soon…
Online Member
Photo Directory
E-mail your photo to:
NKent@newhavenbar.org
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Scenes from the 2010 Annual Dinner

his year’s annual dinner was held at Anthony’s Ocean View
in New Haven where we were able to enjoy the food, the
company and an amazing view! With a view overlooking the water
at sunset and plenty of space for everyone to enjoy, the New Haven
County Bar Association installed its officers for the 2010-2011
year. Charles P. Reed assumed the presidency and the other officers
installed were Irene P. Jacobs (President-Elect), Sung-Ho Hwang
(Treasurer), Robert C. Hinton (Secretary), Howard K. Levine (Ass.
Secretary), and Victor A. Bolden (Asst. Treasurer).
Gary P. Sklaver, partner of the firm Licari, Walsh & Sklaver,
LLC., received the Yale Sappern Civility Award, which recognizes
a New Haven area lawyer, judge or court staff person who strives
for excellence; is courteous to clients, colleagues, Court and staff;
and helps others by listening and providing guidance. Attorney
Christopher Licari, friend and colleague of Gary’s, gave the tribute.
Among Gary’s many accomplishments, he is a past president of the
NHCBA, a past recipient of the Bar Assocation’s Pro Bono Award,
a past president of Congregation Mishkan Israel, and is involved in
the New Haven Boys and Girls club.
Harold C. Donegan, formerly with Sperandeo and Donegan
received the Lifetime Achievement Award, which highlights a
local attorney or judge who “has made outstanding contributions
to the legal profession; is held in high esteem and regard by
clients, colleagues, and the judiciary; practices with the highest
ethical and professional standards” and who has been in practice
for at least forty years. He is a past president of the NHCBA

(1987-1988), a member of the New Haven Charter Revision
Committee, and served for seven years as the NHCBA’s designee
on the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven’s Board of
Directors. He is a tireless advocate for his clients and has earned
a reputation for intellectual honesty, courtesy, patience, and a
commitment to fairness.
The President’s Award was a special award given out this year,
presented to Richard L. Jacobs for his many years of service to the
New Haven County Bar Association through his chairmanship of
the annual Service of Remembrance. The Service is a program where
local attorneys and members of the Bar Association who passed
away during the year are remembered. Dick Jacobs is instrumental
in organizing and putting this program together every year.
The Bar
Foundation’s
raffle was also
a success —
raising over
$2,300 for the
charity. Thanks
to all who
participated. b

7

Over the Counter
News and Information from the Clerks of the New Haven Courts
By Patricia Nielsen, Caseflow Coordinator, Foreclosure Mediation Program, New Haven Superior Court

Important Note on E-Filing
In order for e-filing to work effectively, it is very important that
attorneys file documents using the proper document code and title.
Attorneys should avoid using generic codes (i.e. Motion see file)
wherever possible and file documents using the specific code for that
document. Using incorrect codes and titles may cause a pleading to fail
to print on a calendar or appear when it should not. Filing with the
proper code ensures that the document is directed to the appropriate
court staff so that the matter is handled efficiently and effectively.
Law Students Provide
Invaluable Assistance
Students from the Quinnipiac and Yale
Schools of Law are providing invaluable
assistance to the Family Division at the
New Haven Judicial District. Nancy Bauer,
First Assistant Clerk, and Gina Kilian,
Assistant Clerk, work with the students as
they assist self-represented individuals in
filing the paperwork for restraining orders
and divorces.
The Quinnipiac program was founded
in 2000 as the Sappern Fellows program in
memory of Yale Sappern, a First Assistant
Clerk in the New Haven Judicial District.
Through this program ten Quinnipiac
law students staff the office on the fifth
floor of the courthouse each semester. The
Quinnipiac students handle approximately
seven to ten divorce applications each day
in addition to numerous applications for
restraining orders.
The Yale program enables students to
work three to six shifts for course credit
or on a volunteer basis. Approximately
100 students staff their office, also on the
fifth floor of the courthouse. The Yale
students assist individuals with applications
for restraining orders. The students are
mentored by attorneys from New Haven
Legal Assistance.
The program enables self-represented
parties to receive individual assistance
in a less stressful environment than the
busy Clerk’s Office. According to First
Assistant Clerk Nancy Bauer, the students
are always busy and there is usually a
line of people seeking their assistance.
The students generally handle over 1200
8

applications for restraining orders each
year. Josh Hillman, a former summer
participant, says that the program enabled
him to gain experience in how to work
with potential clients in difficult and
emotional situations. Assistant Clerk Gina
Kilian says that, “while students may
not realize the impact they have at the
moment, the role they play is significant.”
The Clerk’s Office is most appreciative of
the time and dedication that the students
devote to the program and looks forward
to its continued success.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Giovanni Spennato,
Court Officer, as he assumes his position
on the Executive Committee of the New
Haven County Bar Association. Please also

join us in congratulating Kristina MacPhail
of the Court Service Center on the birth of
her daughter Ava Grace.

Service Excellence Week
The Judicial Branch Court Operations
Unit recently celebrated Service Excellence
Week. The intent of Service Excellence
Week is to raise awareness about public
service and the vital role it plays in
the Judicial Branch. Please join us in
congratulating Sydne Palmer, Court
Operations Assistant, who was this year’s
recipient of the Service Excellence Award
in New Haven. Those of you who have
interacted with Sydne and have benefitted
from her outstanding service know how
well-deserved this award is.

Quality Candidates
Many of our outstanding Temporary
Assistant Clerks are seeking positions
in the private sector. If you are thinking
of taking on an associate or looking for
someone to assist you on a part-time basis,
we likely have just the person on our staff
that would be well-suited to your practice.
Our T.A.C.s gain valuable experience with
“behind-the-scenes” work in both the
Clerk’s Office and in the courtrooms. Feel
free to contact Chief Clerk Bill Sadek or
Deputy Chief Clerks Alice Bruno and Lou
Fagnani for some suggestions. b

Team Photos
from the

2010 Golf Tournament
— Lyman Orchards, August 18 —

Thanks to our sponsors
Webster Bank, GoFor Services,
Lexis Nexis and Citibank.

Building your
practice.

Building your
future.

For expert help in managing your business and
personal finances, turn to Citibank®. Our industry
knowledge and range of products and services
can help you improve cash flow, finance practice
growth, protect your assets, and much more.

For information on the special offers available
through Citibank’s Attorneys Program, contact:
Tony Rossley at 203 773-4402 or 203 815-9864.
Citibank is a Preferred Vendor of the NHCBA.

© 2008 Citigroup Inc. Citibank, N.A. Member FDIC. Citibank and Arc Design is a registered
service mark of Citigroup Inc. Citi Never Sleeps is a service mark of Citigroup Inc.
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Remembering Israel Jacobs, continued from p. 3
Dad was a strong and brave man. Nothing could harm us when
he was around. He had been a fighter in his youth.
One day, my mother and I were downtown, so we stopped at
Dad’s office for a ride home. As we were leaving 39 Church Street,
we could see Dad’s car parked in front. It had a traffic ticket on
the windshield. Dad saw a nearby policeman and questioned him
sternly, “Did you give me this ticket?” The officer answered, “No,
Jake. It was another man who went around the corner.” Dad
handed the officer the ticket and roared, “Take this ticket and give it
to that man, and tell him I DON’T WANT IT!”
Growing up, we had wonderful Friday night dinners. Our
family often welcomed guests to the table as well. Dad’s cases were
sometimes a topic of conversation. Once, Dad mentioned that
he was representing a person who was charged with possession of
pornographic pictures. We were amused when he said that of course
he had had to look at the photos to see if they were obscene. Mom’s
comment on this was, “He said, ‘Obscene pictures before, but never
like these.’”
Dad knew every street in the New Haven area. He was born on
January 30, 1896 in a house at the foot of George Street, where the
Knights of Columbus Museum now stands.
One time Bud had to go to Platt Avenue in West Haven, and
asked Dad where it was. Dad was appalled at such ignorance, stating
with disgust, “I don’t know how that kid ever passed the bar exam.”
Mom said, “Maybe they didn’t ask him where Platt Avenue was.”
Dad was a terrific trial lawyer,a great cross examiner, and he really
knew the rules of evidence. His summations were magnetizing.
He started in the practice of law when he got home from the
Army after World War I. He hung out his shingle and put his feet up
on the desk, waiting for his first client. Uncle Billy brought the client
in — an old man whose horse and wagon had been struck by a car.
During Prohibition, Dad represented a man in federal court
charged with operating a still in the woods in Woodbury. The
government men said that the moonshiner was in such a hurry to
flee that they found his coat hanging from a tree branch. They put
the coat in evidence. During a recess Dad asked his client, “Salvatore,
is that your coat? ” The client answered, “Yeah, but it don’t fit.”
Dad said, “I’m going to give you a chance to win your case.” Dad
put on no other evidence, he just had the man put on the coat. The
sleeves ended well up on his forearms. The jury acquitted. And this
was long before Johnnie Cochran and O.J. Simpson.
One day during the 1930s the front page of the New Haven
Register ran a picture of my father and his two defendants, clad in
camel-hair coats, descending the steps of the Elm Street courthouse.
Mom looked at the photo, placed her finger on the picture of Dad,
and said, “This one sure looks desperate.”
Dad was a warrior. He was like Vince Lombardi, about whom
it was said he would have won every game, but sometimes the clock
ran out.
I tried a speeding case in Meriden court. I lost. I called Dad at
the office and told him I had lost. He said, “You’re gonna appeal,
aren’t you?” Our fee in that case was one hundred dollars.
Not only was Dad a stalwart defender; he cared about his clients
and their families. On more than one occasion, all five in our family
would pile into the car, pick up a client’s wife and child, and then
seven people would make their crowded way to the Osborne State
Prison Farm in Enfield. We would wait while that little family was
together. Then we’d go back to New Haven, stopping for a meal at
the Aero Diner in East Hartford. Dad, of course, paid for everybody.
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Dad’s feelings for the families of the people he represented ran
deep. He said that if you could help keep a family together it was
much better than making a fee in a divorce case.
Dad was always pleased to recount a time at the Bijou movie
theater on Church Street, when one of the characters in the movie
was about to be arrested. A voice rang out from the audience, “Get
Jacobs!”
I was with Dad on his last case. The client was a nasty man
charged with possession of lottery numbers. It was 1963 and the
only lotteries were the illegal ones. Howard wanted to give the client
his money back and tell him to get another lawyer. Dad wanted
to do the case. It was on the second floor of the old Church Street
courthouse. Fred Halloran, a court officer in circuit court, was on
the jury. We weren’t going to lose. Dad was weak from pancreatic
cancer. Yet he was on his feet for a long time, arguing a motion to
suppress. It was not that long after Mapp v. Ohio, and Dad just
loved that exclusionary rule. It actually gave you a chance to win
criminal cases.
During the noontime recess I brought Dad to the radiologist.
Having time before court resumed, we drove up East Rock and
looked out over the city. It was very poignant. When we returned to
court, Dad got his client off with a small fine—an excellent result
considering the man had a record. The client was ungrateful. It was
ironic, Dad’s forty-five year career as a criminal lawyer ending with
an ungrateful client.
Two weeks later Dad died. At the memorial service his good
friend Morris Rabinowitz spoke in tribute to him. b

Assistant Editor’s Column

T

Questioning
by Andrew S. Knott

hey’re over. Finally.
By now, the 2010 midterm races
have been decided. Some newbies are on their
way to Washington, ala Mr. Smith (as played
by Jimmy Stewart). Some losing incumbents
have stayed there to use their governmental
connections to serve the private sector and earn ten times what
they did in the Senate. This scenario, while fraught with abuse, is
nonetheless remarkable: Through a vote of its adult populace, the
key personnel, and consequently the course of a three hundred
million person nation, can be changed in a single day without even
a thought of military force. Try pulling that off in Venezuela.
We Americans are accustomed to a high degree of stability in
our government. While there are bumps here or there, from the
perennial Day of the Voting Dead method of voter fraud to Bush
v. Gore, when the Supreme Court, for better or worse, effectively
decided the presidential election, in all our lives the elective process
basically works as it was designed. Or so we believe. This process
is something that we all heavily trust, yet about which we actually
know very very little.
Think about it: Each person goes to the polling station, checks
in, and enters a voting booth where an anonymous vote is cast in
private and recorded on a machine, the inner workings of which are
foreign to all but a few. The numbers are tallied by people we don’t
know, and a winner is declared by other people who didn’t actually
witness anything.
Sure, there are checks upon checks upon checks to ensure that
the count is legitimate. That is why we have a Secretary of State.
But the system itself is actually so complicated that a single person
cannot have absolute certitude about an election’s legitimacy. There
are too many votes to count, too many variables to assume, and
too many places to be at once to allow a single individual to see for
himself the entire system in action, and verify that it is true.
So, we are left placing trust in a system and the officials who
run it. But I think that “trust” is the wrong word in this context:
Trust implies a fact or quality that is not proven, but can be. And as
said, this can’t be proven. I think the term for why we believe our
elections to be legitimate is faith.
We usually hear the term “faith” used in connection to religion.
But it is more than a religious virtue. It is a human one, by which
we live our daily lives. Do we really know that the sun will rise
tomorrow? Can Mom really prove that she loves us? Are we
absolutely sure that our pet isn’t plotting to kill us while we sleep?
These are some of the more important things in life, and we
place them not in the hands of certitude, but faith. Yet, faith is
anathema to the lawyer in practice. We lawyers are trained to
be skeptics about everything and everyone, and could fairly be
described as risk-adverse. We often assume the worst about people
and things in order to provide the best and safest path for our
clients to travel. But in so doing, we create a habit of thought on
our part that is, in some ways, contrary to the way people live their
lives, or, in my opinion, the way people are supposed to live them.
There are some questions that have answers that no one knows;
there are other questions without an answer. And there are still other
questions which will get you a dirty look from your mother if asked.
Some things are not meant to be known, but only felt. b

Fall Public Service Events
Politics Matter
The Public Service Committee partnered with Quinnipiac University
School of Law, Teach for America and Geomatrix Productions on
“Politics Matter,” an event, held on September 16th at Quinnipiac
University School of Law. The panel of distinguished included Mayor
Scott Jackson of Hamden, Curt Leng, the Chief Administrative
Officer for Mayor Jackson’s administration, former Mayor Matt Hall
of Cheshire, Alex Johnston, CEO of the education reform advocacy
group ConnCAN; State Representative Rosa Rebimbas (R-Naugatuck),
and Colin McEnroe, host of WNPR’s The Colin McEnroe Show. These
guests shared their political stories and experiences with the audience
and engaged in a question and answer session. b

College Essay Writing
On November 5, members from the public service committee, Liz
Kinsley, Director of Outreach and Recruitment for Undergraduate
Admissions at Yale University and two Yale students, held a workshop
on how to write a college essay for 15 LEAP high school students. After
a presentation that contrasted quality college essays against mediocre
ones, students broke into small groups with the volunteers to work
on their individual essay topics. At the conclusion on the workshop
students shared their essay topic and first paragraph. b
Liz Kinsley,
Director of
Outreach and
Recruitment for
Undergraduate
Admissions at
Yale University,
enjoys an
afternoon
teaching LEAP
students the art
of college essay
writing.

the Importance of a Well Written Resume
On November 12, Philip Kent, chair of the Public Service Committee,
and 5 graduate students from the University of New Haven in the
field of human resources and industrial psychology held the 4th annual
Resume Writing and Cover Letter session at LEAP’s headquarters in
New Haven. The volunteers recommended ways to improve the format
and content of the resumes and cover letters of the 11 college-aged
participants. The event also touched upon basic tips for interviews
and volunteers shared their own job seeking experiences. b

UNH students and LEAP students after the resume writing event.
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➠➠➠ On the Move ➠➠➠

The

Brief case
NEWS ABOUT NHCBA MEMBERS

Ed McManus is pleased to announce the opening of his law firm,
McManus Law Firm, 900 Chapel Street, Suite 620, New Haven.
As of Oct. 11, 2010, The Law practice of William D. Stempel
has moved to 62 Trumbull Street in New Haven.

Babies…Babies…Babies
Congratulations to FATIMA LAHNIN (Carmody & Torrance) on her
recent recognition by Business New Haven as a 2010 Rising Star.
On October 3rd a reception was held at the New Haven Legal Assistance
to celebrate Attorney Jim Greenfield’s 60th anniversary as a member
of the Connecticut Bar. Please join us in congratulating him.
NHCBA President Charles P. Reed is pleased to
announce Stephen Bellis joined the NHCBA Executive
Board on for the 2010-2011 year. STEPHEN BELLIS
is a partner with the Pellegrino Law Firm in New Haven
and a former New Haven Delegate to the CBA. He has
been practicing for 25 years, mostly in civil litigation.

edding ells
Congratulations to Todd
R ichardson a n d K a r a
Hooks (left) who were married on
November 14, 2010.

The Association is pleased to include “The Brief Case,” a column that
recognizes the accomplishments of members and celebrates lifetime events.
Submissions of member information for the next issue of the Bar Association
newsletter are now being accepted. Please e-mail any information pertaining
to office moves, marriages or births, awards, publications, etc. to the NHCBA
office at NHCBAinfo@newhavenbar.org by January 7, 2011.
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Office share/space in New Haven available in an active
12 attorney law firm. Spacious, attractive offices located in downtown
New Haven near courthouses; includes conference rooms, reception
area, and common kitchen area. Possible options - secretarial space,
fax, copier, library, etc. Call (203) 624-9830 ask for Maura Cockey
or Lisa Bradshaw.
OFFICE SHARE– Branford Center, includes use of
furnished reception area, library/conference room, secretarial space,
storage, free parking; equipped with phones, fax, copier, internet,
etc.; possible referrals; reasonable rent. 203-483-7573.
OFFICE SPACE. New Haven. Reasonably priced in classic historic
home at 110 Whitney Avenue near Trumbull Street. Sub-let includes
parking, shared conference room, reception area, fax and copier.
Call (203)777-0506.
For display and classified advertising rates, please contact
Josephine Costello at (203) 562-9652 x10 or
JCostello@newhavenbar.org.
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Maya Florence Rosenberg was on October 12, 2010, weighing in at
7 lbs, 0.5 oz. Congratulations to StePHen Rosenberg, Sarah
Bolitzer and her two big brothers.
Twins! Julian James Maresca and Mila Jones Maresca were born
October 20th to the proud parents of Alexander Maresca
and his wife. Everyone is doing fine and resting at home.

Editor’s Column, continued from p. 2

Congratulations on the engagement of Josh Hecht and fiancé
Brigid Dolan who are to be married in the summer of 2011.

C

Mr. and Mrs. Richard A.
Bershtein announce the birth
of their fifth child, Chayann Shirley
Bershtein, born September 12, 2010.
She was welcomed to the family by her four brothers, Richard, Hunter,
Dylan, and Cody.

they dress appropriately and stylishly (or so I am told) usually with
heels and outfits that would be suitable for Wall Street, and have
long ago assumed the role of determining what holidays we/they
should take and when we/they should close early (most Fridays).
Much to their chagrin, they are my regular telephone contacts
when I am on the road (see Willie Dow’s column about traveling
the circuit), and are free to cut me short when they are working on
something more significant than my being bored while driving to
visit a prisoner in Rhode Island. They also regularly and sharply
criticize the clutter of files, disorganization and invaluable (some
might argue) collectibles which constitute my office. They are adept
at rolling their eyes, after I have made some worthless or repetitive
comment on a case or about a client.
My one complaint is that they treat my racing hobby with
abject scorn, but I think they believe that the cost of this Walter
Mitty-ish recreation cuts into their bonuses. Even on that point, it’s
hard to forget that they watch all of our expenses carefully. I will
never forget that once, in a time of financial hardship, one even paid
an office electric bill on her credit card.
But this is the way a small law office functions; more like family
than staff, and I am grateful. b

I SI NEW E NG L A ND

is the preferred vendor of the
New Haven County Bar Association
SALES DIRECT 1-888-ISI-1959
sales@isi1959.com

Tows & Tickets—Travels with Geoff and Desi
by Attorney Ned Burt

I

recently participated in the Nuts & Bolts CLE Lecture Series
at The Graduate Club. I was with both Geoff Hecht and
Desi Imetovski as we spoke to 15 new attorneys about Real Estate
Law. Afterwards, Geoff and I, being the senior members of this
dynamic threesome, helped each other walk back up towards
Trumbull Street when I noticed that my car was no longer parked
along the meter where I had placed it. Had Pat Hughes, Chairman
of this series of lectures stolen my car? Had my 55 year old mind
forgotten where I had parked? Or, as Geoff so politely put it to me,
“You idiot your car has been towed!”
Truth be told he didn’t say that. All he did was laugh along
with me and offer me a ride to the towing garage. Alas, more
laughter followed our walk to his office where I was picked up
by someone in my office so that Brother Hecht could get back to
work. Some jovial trash talk at the tow yard by the boys who towed
the car and I was off and back on my way to Hamden.
As I was driving down Blatchley Avenue on my way to State
Street my phone rang. I picked it up. My wife Chris thought I was
kidding the office about the towing and I assured her it was true.
Just as true as the New Haven police car behind me with its lights
on to pull me over for speaking on the cell phone!
Out comes a young officer, hand on gun. I immediately put
both my hands as far out the window as I can and he asks me, “Do
you know why I pulled you over?” Now, I have been accused of
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laughing too much at times, but given what had transpired so far
today, I just laughed some more and told him, “Oh yeah.” I told
him of my towing adventure and how I was just explaining it to my
wife when I passed him. As I was speaking to him my phone rang
again and I told him it was her. He said, “Well, you can pick it up
now because you’re not going anywhere!”
For some reason he found that line funnier than me!
Then a bell went off in my head. I harkened back to the
lectures I went to when I was a young lawyer. That is what happens
when you get older. Short Term Memory fades but Long Term
Memory lingers. Howard Jacobs did the same lecture series I just
did only he did it on Criminal Law. Howard, one of the best
lawyers Connecticut has ever seen,  gave the sage advice heard by so
many of us from time to time. “It is not what you know but who
you know that counts.”
I hung up on my wife and dialed up an officer I know at the
NHPD. I told him what was going on and in no time he had
placed a call into my new best friend sitting in the Police Car
behind me.   Next thing I know I get a Written Warning and some
light chatter on how the Hamden High School Hockey Team is
going to be this year.
Wow! What a day.  I drove to Sal’s Sandwich Shop hoping to
get there without further incidents. I made it. Told everyone inside
my story, laughing as I left, and one of them shouted out, “Luck
Runs in Threes.”
Oh yeah, I kid you not. Up the hill not a mile from my home;
I swear I stopped at that Stop Sign. The Hamden Police Officer
said I more like rolled through it. I told him what had happened
that day. I had the story down pat by now.
He laughed and said the story alone deserved me getting a break
and let me go with a hearty laugh. He just told me to go home and
go to bed the rest of the day.
Happily, the rest of the day went by without incident!
Upon hearing the story Patrick Hughes replied: “I actually did
try to steal your car, but it was gone by the time I got there.” b

Save the Date: January 29, 2011
Bar Foundation-Liberty Bell Winter Gala
Win Business and Get Paid!
Accept Visa and MasterCard from your clients in compliance
with ABA and State guidelines. Trust your transactions to the
only payment processing solution recommended by over 50 state
and local bar associations.
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NHCBA Members Save Up
To 25% Off Bank Fees!

A Meeting with the
New Haven Family Judges

REC
OMMEND

Call 866.376.0950
or visit www.affiniscape.com/newhavenbar

The Family Law Committee hosted an open meeting with the New Haven JD
Family Judges on October 21st, where there was an introduction of the Family
Bench, discussion of current issues and discussion with the Office of Family
Relations Supervisor Phyllis Cummings-Texeira.
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President’s Column, continued from p. 2
prospects get better over time. Pro se litigants make up a larger
share of parties in court, and in some states and courts over 50%
of the litigants are pro se, which creates issues for Judges, clerks
and adverse parties with counsel. In New Haven, over 70% of the
family cases have at least one pro se involved. How do we cope
with such challenges?
The answer in my view is that lawyers will have to offer value
to a client that goes beyond the content of a simple research answer
or canned document from legal zoom. A pro se litigant will have
to recognize the value of professional representation, and it will
be up to the lawyer and client to work out an acceptable fee for
such work. The value equation is the client’s access to a local
lawyer who is familiar with the local courts and Judges, who is
on professionally collegial terms with adversary counsel and other
relevant professionals and who can tap into resources to effectively
represent the client.
This is exactly why the NHCBA exists, and why the bar
association is here for you. The NHCBA is a professional
organization with continuing legal education keyed to the nexus
between law and technology. It is an association that provides
professional development opportunities such as the “Lincoln on
Professionalism” symposium held last Fall, our mentoring program
and upcoming masters series. It is an organization that provides
programs and access to resources to improve law office management.
It is an organization that hosts social events that promote civility
and bench-bar relations. And it is an association that provides its
members with channels to give back to the community and the
profession.
This year we are offering a full syllabus of CLE across the
practice spectrum with special emphasis on helping lawyers to
cope with technological change, so that they can serve their clients
optimally, and hopefully grow their practices. We are launching
our state-of-the art interactive website to promote use of our
resources and interaction with our members across the bar. We are
investigating a new platform for lawyer referral services that may
allow participating lawyers to reach more prospective clients and
for clients in need to have access to a wide range of legal talent. In
short, we are here to serve you in this transitional period. But in
my opinion, there are other serious issues at hand.
Given the resilience of most people, we can be reasonably
confident that lawyers will successfully adapt to change and that
economic prospects will gradually improve. History has proven
that lawyers have usually found sufficient work in bad times and
in good times. However, as leaders in society, we must remember
that periods of severe social and economic stress can bring out the
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best but also sometimes the worst in people, and we must lead by
example to promote a civil public dialogue.
The current polarized climate of political discourse, resulting
from social and economic upheaval, has led to an increasing
number of attacks on members of our judiciary. These attacks
typically occur when rulings unpopular with certain constituencies
inspire shameful attacks – many deeply personal – on the Judges
who authored them. One recent and disturbing example involves
reactions to the decision of Federal District Judge Vaughn Walker
of San Francisco, who wrote an opinion invalidating Proposition
8 – the same-sex marriage ban in California. What started as a
whisper campaign about his private life led to attacks that vilified
him personally and that bore little relation to the merits of the
case. When such attacks are intended to intimidate Judges, then
the notion of appropriate dissent gives way to a threat to the
independence of our judiciary.
Thus, it has always been the rightful place of bar associations,
like ours, to defend the independence of the judiciary, and we
stand ready to voice support for Judges and courts whose ruling
may engender controversy – regardless of the political quarter
from which it arises. This difficult period will be judged not by
the import of individual rulings, but by the ability of our legal
institutions to promote justice for all.
With a recognition of the challenges we have as lawyers in an
evolving and shrinking world, and the role we play in society as
guardians of our system of justice, your bar association remains your
partner in the coming year and in the years to follow.
Thank you. b

REPORTING & VIDEO

Young Lawyers President’s Column

An Eye on the Future

I

by Chris Nelson

n my last article I introduced you to
the cast of characters that makes up
the 2010-2011New Haven Young Lawyers
Executive Board. With that article being
the introduction, Shakespearian protocol
requires this second act to introduce some
drama. Luckily for you, valued reader, I’ve
got a bit up my sleeve. Now I’m not much
of a doom and gloom guy, but I do believe
that one of the most important qualities
the head of an organization can have is the ability to predict
problems in advance. And as I suspect the title of this article betrays,
I see a potential problem on the horizon.
Let’s face it. It’s a tough world out there as a new attorney.
You’ve got hours to bill; bosses to impress; clients to help; and more
law to learn then can ever be learned — and that’s if you are one
of the ten people who find a job out of law school. Sadly, I’m only
half joking about that. Little known fact: over the summer the Bar
Association conducted an Internet survey of its members. One of
the results was very notable to me: according to the survey there
were actually more NHCBA members over the age of 80 than under
30. Putting Mark Twain’s comments on statistics aside, I remind
you that this was an internet survey which presumably would have
skewed the numbers towards the “Internet generation.” While I am
sure that the survey isn’t completely accurate, it certainly paints a
picture which we should find scary as a bar association. Without
new members (or more accurately, new members who are interested
enough in the Association to devote five minutes to a survey) we do
not have much of a future.

The fact of the matter is that there is no shortage of new
attorneys admitted to practice every year. I’ve had the good fortune
to meet a lot of them. They are smart and they are hungry (and they
have utterly massive student loans to pay back) but most of them
are out of work or underemployed; and because of this don’t have
much involvement with the Bar Association. This needs to change.
If not for the sake of our organization then for the sake of our dayto-day practices.
Whether you are an active member or not there is little denying
that the Bar Association has a significant positive impact on local
practice — and in a State as small as ours, local practice is pretty
much everywhere our licenses cover. Not only does the NHCBA
provide advocacy for its members, it also acts as the main conduit
with the bench; provides CLE opportunities; and most importantly,
gives us an opportunity to get to know each other outside the
adversarial walls of the courthouse. [If you have read this far, the
chances are that you don’t need me to go on and on extolling the
virtues of the Bar Association, so I won’t.]
The point is that if we, as an association, fail to capture the
growing number of attorneys who are admitted in the state, the Bar
Association will suffer and our practices will all suffer. Despite the
fact there are few jobs to be found, there is no shortage of work.
As fate would have it, these new attorneys are out of work at a
time when more people than ever are appearing in court Pro Se.* I
probably don’t need to do the math for you, but I will — these new
attorneys will be practicing (whether they are ready for it or not) and
due to their sheer numbers are very likely have a significant effect on
the practice, as well as the perception of lawyers in the public eye.
Notwithstanding the fact that many new admittees go on to be
great lawyers, we all take our lumps learning the ropes. What happens
if you are a fresh grad putting up your own shingle and don’t have a
That’s right judicial branch – I still call them Pro Se parties!

*

Continued on page 16

Fall 2010 Young Lawyers’ Events
YL Kick-Off Reception
at Kelly’s Restaurant and Bar

Young Professionals Networking Event
at Black Bear Saloon

On September 23, 2010, the Young Lawyers hosted their annual
Kick-Off reception to celebrate the beginning of the bar year. With
good food and drinks provided by Kelly’s Restaurant, the event was
well attended and provided a relaxing, social atmosphere for old
friends to reconnect and new members to get involved. b

On October 21, 2010, the Young Lawyers hosted their first Young
Professionals Networking Event of the year and saw a turnout of
more than 90 young professionals from a variety of disciplines.
Attendees enjoyed free food and drink specials along with some very
exciting raffle prizes and a good time was had by all! b

Greg Podolak, Theresa Augustauskas, Ashley Adams, Doug Sauvé.

Josh Hecht, Stacy Votto, Chris Nelson, Patrick Hughes and Greg Podolak.
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Young Lawyers President’s Column, continued from p. 15
network of people to turn to when you have questions but need to
take that new case to pay your bills? The answer, on a marco scale, is
that it not only causes problems for clients, it also effects the attorney
on the other side, the court system, and society as a whole.
Now I’m not saying that new solo attorneys are the problem
on the horizon; far from it. Nor am I saying that people have an
obligation to go out and hire a new attorney even if their businesses
can’t support it. Rather, I am saying that it is in our collective best
interests to develop mechanisms to provide training and support to
new attorneys. Historically, this has happened through employment,
but when employment is stagnant for a protracted period of time
then we either have to change our approach or our historically selfpolicing profession will suffer the consequences.
What can you do? First off, being cognizant of the issue is a good
start. Offering advice (in a polite, non-condescending fashion) to
new attorneys is another; and it should go without saying that you
shouldn’t take advantage of someone else’s inexperience. If you want to
take it a step farther, get a summer intern (and take them to Court!);
hire some new admittees for per diem projects; speak at a CLE; or
better yet, volunteer to be a mentor through the Bar Association.
The better job we do at bringing new attorneys into the
practice, the better we will make the future of the profession, and
the better off we will all be for it. b
Chris Nelson is the 2010-2011 President of NHYL. He is an associate at Parrett, Porto,
Parese & Colwell and can be reached at (cnelson@pppclaw.com) or (203.281.2700).

New Haven County Bar Association

Leadership Circle 2010
The NHCBA gratefully acknowledges
and thanks these generous area law firms
for their leadership, stewardship
and support of association activities.

Champion

Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder
Benefactor

Carmody & Torrance
Jacobs, Grudberg, Belt, Dow & Katz
Loughlin FitzGerald, PC
Nuzzo & Roberts, LLC

Patron

Garcia & Milas, PC
Hinckley, Allen & Snyder LLP
Neubert, Pepe & Monteith, PC
Wiggin and Dana LLP
Supporter
294 Church Street, Guilford, CT
Conveniently located off I-95, exit 58

203-738-0040
Win More Cases, Win Larger Settlements,
and Be More Successful!
Dr. Karina Altieri is a licensed chiropractic physician
with certification on a post graduate 36 hour credits in
the New AMA Guide 6th edition. In practice for 7 years,
she is one of the most successful Spanish Chiropractors
in greater New Haven.
Dr. Altieri specializes in personal injury cases, but she
also treats a variety of different illnesses. She offers
second biomechanical evaluation, an impairment rating
upon patients meeting Maximal Medical Improvement,
and opinions concerning further conservative care
prior to medical release and/or settlement.

www.gentlehandschiro.com
16

The Chiarelli Law Firm
Day Pitney LLP
The Gallagher Law Firm
Jacobs & Jacobs
Littler Mendelson
Milano & Wanat
Parrett, Porto, Parese & Colwell, P.C

Friend
Burt Law Offices
Law Offices of Sung-Ho Hwang, LLC
The Lenz Law Firm
Reid & Riege
Winnick, Ruben, Chambers, Hoffnung
and Peabody, LLC
To join the Leadership Circle, please contact
the NHCBA office at 203-562-9652.

New Haven County Bar Foundation
Board of Directors 2010-11
President - June Gold (GraphLogic Inc.)
Vice President - Cheryl Heffernan (Farver & Heffernan)
Secretary/Treasurer - James O. Craven (Wiggin and Dana LLP)

NHCBF President’s Column

October 31, 2010

T

by June Gold

oday is Halloween; October 31,
2010, and it is my fifth anniversary.
Not my wedding anniversary, but the
five year milestone of something far
more ghoulish; five years ago today I was
admitted to practice in our Connecticut
courts. Mine was an unorthodox path to the law; a mid-life
interruption sandwiched between a teaching career and life as a
software entrepreneur.
Although my career path has involved numerous twists
and turns, one theme has remained constant; I’ve always been
committed to making a difference wherever possible, and I
wholeheartedly believe that giving back is a key element to building
a fulfilling, rewarding life. Not long after my bar admission I sought
out opportunities to be of service to the legal community, and
discovered two terrific venues for making a difference.
The New Haven County Bar Foundation is the fundraising
and grant-making arm of the New Haven County Bar Association.
Many of you have supported us by attending or sponsoring our
fundraising events or contributing to our Annual Appeal. We
thank you for your involvement and look forward to seeing you
at our upcoming events, such as our Snowball Charity Softball
Tournament on November 17 and the new Winter Gala in
early 2011. Look to this column and our website page at www.
NewHavenBar.org for more information about these activities.
Another great option for legal volunteer involvement is the
Truancy Prevention Project (TPP), which first launched in the
New Britain area a few years ago. Peter Arakas, working from the
General Counsel’s Office at LEGO, was crucial in getting the TPP
up and running. Simply stated, the TPP matches attorneys with
truant middle school students who are at risk for school failure. As
an early volunteer on the New Britain project, I was able to make
a big impact on an adolescent boy who needed special services and

RAYMOND E. CESTAR
Vocational Expert
Specializing in
Personal Injury • Wage Analysis • Testimony - Reports
Social Security Disability • Worker's Compensation Claims
P. O. Box 4478
Wallingford, CT 06492

Tel: 203.248.9037
Fax: 203.288.3269

Board of Directors:
Vincent Cervoni (Gesmonde, Pietrosimone & Sgrignari, LLC)
Maria C. Chiarelli (Chiarelli Law Firm)
Vikki Cooper (Office of the Corporation Counsel, New Haven)
		
Jennifer M. DelMonico (Murtha Cullina LLP)			
Cheryl A. Juniewic (Law Office of Cheryl A. Juniewic)			
Patricia R. Kaplan (New Haven Legal Assistance Assoc., Inc.)		
Andrew Knott (Law Offices of John Knott)				
Frederick P. Leaf (Law Office of Frederick P. Leaf )
Charles P. Reed (Loughlin FitzGerald)
Richard A. Roberts (Nuzzo & Roberts, LLC)
Kim Zarra Wieler (Yale University)
Executive Director - Carolyn Breen Witt

Hope for the Holidays 2010
Support the NHCBF’s 16th annual
collection to support two homeless
shelters in New Haven.
Household toiletries and home
goods collected December 1-18,
or monetary donations
are welcome, please make checks
payable to the NHCBF.

personal attention. The mentor-mentee relationship combined
with the delivery of legal services addresses both the legal and
social issues important to each student-client, and the program has
impacted many young students in New Britain. The TPP hopes
to replicate this success in its new venue: the Roberto Clemente
School in New Haven.
I wholeheartedly recommend that you consider active
involvement in either the New Haven County Bar Foundation or the
New Haven Truancy Prevention Project! If you are time crunched,
consider a minimal time or resource commitment; it will make a
big difference to the beneficiaries of your largess. We also fund the
NHCBA’s Public Service Committee and their community projects,
so there are several opportunities to get involved. You might be
surprised by the positive impact that volunteer involvement has in
another life – yours! For more information about either of these
projects, contact me at JGold@GraphLogic.com, or call the New
Haven County Bar Association at (203) 562-9652.
In the coming months I look forward to telling you more about
the great work we do at the New Haven County Bar Foundation,
and I look forward to seeing you at one of our wonderful events! b
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Lawyer Referral Service

LRS News
by Martha Messier, Program Coordinator
LRS is pleased to welcome Kerry M.
Connor, Stephen I Small, LLC in West
Haven, as a new participating LRS attorney.
If you are interested in joining LRS or
volunteering for an outreach project, call
Martha at 203-562-9652 or e-mail her at
mmessier@newhavenbar.org. LRS attorney
participation applications are available for
downloading from www.newhavenbar.org.
Join anytime.
East Haven and North Branford join “ASK A
LAWYER” ASK A LAWYER is an ongoing community outreach
project, which has sessions scheduled monthly at local libraries in
New Haven, Branford, Northford, North Branford and East Haven.
Attorneys are needed to help staff these 1-1/2 hour sessions during
which individuals are given free 10 - 15 minute consultations.
The current schedule through 2010 is located on the NHCBA’s
home page, www.newhavenbar.org. For more information, or to
participate, please contact Martha. b

NHCBA Member Services
Professional Insurance Needs: For professional
malpractice, long-term care, disability policies, and life
insurance needs, contact ISI New England Insurance
Specialists (1-888-ISI-1959) for further information;
be sure to indicate you are an NHCBA member.
Law Firm Merchant Accounts: A credit card
acceptance program specifically designed for law firms.
Reduced processing fees, supports the NHCBA. Visit the
NHCBA website or call (866) 376-0950 for details.
Citibank’s Attorneys Banking Program: Opportunity
for preferred rates, waived fees on credit, no monthly
maintenance fees, and many other benefits with a Business
Checking Account. Unique access to other products,
too. (Restrictions may apply.) Contact Tony Rossley at
(203) 773-4402.

Interested in joining LRS or volunteering for an outreach project? Call
Martha at 203-562-9652 or e-mail her at mmessier@newhavenbar.org.
LRS attorney participation applications are available for downloading from
www.newhavenbar.org. Join anytime!

Legal Research Options: LexisNexis NHCBA Member
Plan: A variety of specially priced legal research and
product sales options are available, including Pay-As-YouGo pricing for limited search needs. Primarily targeted to
new attorneys, solo practitioners and small law offices.
Visit www.newhavenbar.org for details.

support your
bar association’s

ABA Books: Purchase any book published by the
ABA at a 15% discount. Books should be ordered
online at www.ababooks.org; enter the NHCBA’s
discount code PAB6ENHB during the checkout process.
Arbitration & Mediation Discount: The ADR Center
offers to NHCBA members a special discount: $150
off the filing fee for a new case filed with the Center.
Call 860-832-8060 for details.
Meeting Rooms: The NHCBA’s conference room
is available for use by members for depositions and
other meetings relating to their practice and bar
association activities. A nominal fee may apply. Please
call the NHCBA office in advance at (203) 562-9652 to
reserve the room.

Do you receive inquiries for cases
that are either too small or too big for you?
In areas of law you don’t handle?
Send them to LRS!
the right call for the right lawyer®

Tel. (203) 562-5750 Fax (203) 624-8695
E-mail: lrs@newhavenbar.org

The NHCBA History Book
makes a great holiday gift!
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Classified Ads: Each issue of “Marble Columns”
contains a classified advertising section. These
ads cover areas such as positions available,
office space and items for sale. The newsletter
reaches over 2,000 readers in the Greater New
Haven legal community. Call the NHCBA office at
(203) 562-9652 for more information and deadlines.
Avoiding Legal Malpractice CLE Seminar:
Offered each year for members, this free program,
led by an experienced attorney, discusses potential
malpractice situations, how to recognize them and
how to avoid them.

Upcoming
NHCBA
Events
Dec. 9		

Holiday Party

Jan. 11		
		

CLE: Client Trust Accounts		
What You Need to Know

Jan. 13		
		
		

CLE Webinar: Targeting Clients		
Who They Are, What They Want,		
and How to Sell Them

Jan. 20		
		
Jan. 25		
		
Jan. 27		
Jan. 27		
		
Jan. 29		
		

CLE: Hanging Up 			
Your Own Shingle
CLE: Depositions 101
The Basics from the Masters
Lunch with Judge Jon Blue
CLE: Crash Course on 			
Family Violence Orders
Bar Foundation-Liberty Bell		
Winter Gala
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