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Holidays Bring
Annual Leadership Holiday Dinner
(details, page 15).

Trusts, Estates and
Probate Committee Breakfast
(details, page 15).
Center: Allison Near (L), Glenn Conway,
and Catherine Cuggino.

Out the Best!
Holiday Party 2008 (see page 7):
L-R: Ken Mulvey, Ed Walsh,
John Kennedy, Robert Lewis,
David Crotta, and
Joe Dobrowoski.

Young Lawyer Events
Chair/ CBA-YLS Liaison
Chair Josh Hecht with a
representative from the U.S.
Marines with only half the toys (!)
collected for the Young Lawyers’
December Toys for Tots campaign.

Save tHe Date fOr “COunty Bar CaBaret!” - april 23, 2 0 0 9
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s we mark
in 2009 the
bicentennial of
Abraham Lincoln’s
birth, much is
being written,
analyzed, and
celebrated with
respect to Lincoln’s
greatness as a leader: His decisive action
in turbulent times; his firm moral stance;
his eloquent defense of equality. Yet what
is equally fascinating to me about our 16th
President is that for almost 25 years Lincoln
was in a general practice, with a partner in
Springfield, Illinois or “riding the circuit,”
traveling throughout the Eighth Judicial
Circuit in central Illinois. To me, Lincoln is
first and foremost a lawyer, not a politician.
Lincoln’s caseload—an average of more
than 200 cases per year—included debtcollection matters, land title issues, litigation
related to the development of railroads
throughout the state of Illinois, bankruptcy
cases, criminal cases, patent matters,
drafting of deeds, wills, and other legal
documents. Most of the matters he handled
were at the state trial court level, but

I

don’t know if
New Haven
politicians ever
went so far as to
put a vacant public
office up for sale,
but I’d be guessing
that Gov. Rod
Blagojevich’s recent
conduct isn’t all that unusual, abhorrent as
it is.
After all, patronage is the life blood
of politicians. Getting elected can often
be a more daunting task than governing.
Getting elected requires elector’s votes;
getting elector’s votes requires more than
good deeds, good governing or good hair.
Getting votes requires just plain hard work.
That hard work can be translated into
only one goal: getting voters to the polls
to vote. The people who work in political
campaigns often expect to be rewarded for
their efforts. I recall having to commit to
fill several positions in the mayor’s office,

Lincoln also maintained a large appellate
practice and a substantial practice in federal
court. And Lincoln dealt with the same
issues facing lawyers today: The pressures of
time and deadlines, the process of collecting
fees for services provided, the mentoring
and training of new attorneys.
From what we know of Lincoln as a
lawyer—and much less is known of his legal
career than his career in politics—Lincoln
was particularly receptive to the giving of
advice to junior lawyers and to aspiring
lawyers. His “Notes for a Law Lecture,”
generally considered to have been penned in
1850, reads like a “tips for lawyers” outline,
albeit in more eloquent language. This is
some of what Mr. Lincoln offers as the
roadmap to professional success:
The leading rule for the lawyer,
as for the man of every other
calling, is diligence. Leave
nothing for to-morrow which
can be done to-day. Never
let your correspondence fall
behind. Whatever piece of
business you have in hand,
before stopping, do all the labor
pertaining to it which can then
be done.
…
Continued on page 9

Editor's Column

PATRONAGE:
Life Blood of Politics
by Jonathan J. Einhorn
the corporation counsel’s office and various
commissionerships even before my ill-fated
election was over.
That’s where patronage comes in. Aside
from exercising our democratic obligations
(small “d”), most of us need some incentive
to work in a political campaign besides
our consciences. That’s where the party
mechanism, the gears, wheels and levers
of “electioneering,” comes in. As Winston
Churchill said, “The Party is everything.”
Like it or not, the grease for the
gears of politics is patronage, and this
usually translates into money. Maybe not
by literally selling public positions, but
more often by offering jobs, contracts or
commission memberships.
Jobs in city government used to be
almost exclusively a patronage reward.
Continued on page 15

Kerrigan v. Commissioner
of Public Health:
A Synopsis and Effects

Upcoming
CLE Seminars
Tuesday, February 24
How to Improve Your Legal Research
and Writing with Quinnipiac Law School
Professor Gail Stern and Librarian Tina Delucia

Thursday, February 26
Unraveling the Complex Litigation Docket
with Hon. Barry K. Stevens, Hon. Arthur A. Hiller
and Attorney William H. Prout, Jr.

Tuesday, March 3
Immigration Compliance in the Workplace
with Sung-Ho Hwang & David Whitlock

Thursday, March 5
A Discussion of the Standards of Title
with James A. Nugent

Wednesday, April 22
An Overview of the New Rules of
Advertising and Related Audits
with Statewide Bar Counsel Michael Bowler,
Assistant Bar Counsel Kerry J. O’Connell and
Attorney David Atkins

Thursday, May 7
Client Trust Accounts and Financial Audits
Returning for a third time by popular demand!
with Attorney Frances Mickelson-Dera and
Accountant Marcus Harwood

Wednesday, May 13
Linked-In For Lawyers
with Legal Consultant Bill Jawitz

Wednesday, May 20
Taxation and Business Planning Law
2009 Update
with Attorney Martin Goldberg
Most seminars are 2 practice area CLE credits
and are held at New Haven Superior Court
from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Location, cost and/or other details may vary.

Please see www.newhavenbar.org
for further information.

NEED NEW YORK MCLE?
Don’t forget that NHCBA continuing legal education
seminars meet New York State MCLE requirements! When
registering for a CLE, please notify the NHCBA office that
you will need a certificate of attendance, and be sure to
provide your New York attorney registration number. d

Y

by Leslie I. Jennings-Lax

ou may have had your nose buried in the Wall Street Journal
or your eyes glued to MSNBC’s stock page. You simply
may have missed it. But on October 10, 2008, our state Supreme
Court released as a slip opinion its decision in Kerrigan v.
Commissioner, in which it held that it is a violation of our state
constitution to prohibit same-sex couples from marrying. On
November 10, 2008, after the Superior Court on remand entered
orders consistent with the Supreme Court’s decision, same-sex
couples were able to marry in Connecticut.
The majority decision itself is noteworthy in several respects.
Aside from being extremely well-written with a clear and easily
followed discussion of Equal Protection principles, it also made
Connecticut one of several states to conclude that sexual orientation
is a quasi-suspect classification, so that laws drawing distinctions on
the basis of sexual orientation must be reviewed under a heightened
level of scrutiny.
The practical effect of this conclusion is that the government
will bear the burden of proving that it has an important interest it is
seeking to advance by using such distinctions and that the drawing
of lines on the basis of sexual orientation is substantially related to
meeting that governmental interest. Under rational basis review,
which, until now, is how laws that drew distinctions on the basis
of sexual orientation were reviewed under both state and federal
constitutional analysis, those challenging the law bear the burden
of proving that there is no possible legitimate state interest to which
the law drawing the distinctions is reasonably related.
Applying this heightened level of scrutiny to the marriage
exclusion, the Court then concluded that neither of the state’s
asserted interests, promoting uniformity of our state’s laws with
laws of the federal government and sister states and preserving the
traditional definition of marriage, could satisfy its burden. The
state had failed to support its first stated interest other than making
the bare assertion and had provided no further reasoning as to its
second interest, so that the only conclusion that could be drawn
was that the state sought to maintain the distinction for the purpose
of maintaining the distinction, which is not even a legitimate
governmental interest.

Continued on page 6

Volunteer!
The Public Service Committee has many community
activities scheduled this Spring and volunteers
are needed for all of them.
Please visit the NHCBA’s home page at
www.newhavenbar.org for details and contacts.


Guest Column

Hockey Moms

C

by William F. Dow, III

ontrary to recent pronouncements
in the national media, not all
hockey moms are lipsticked pit bulls.
This is a feel-good story. It is written
shortly after a Christmas spent with a
number of relatives, consisting of a nun,
a Scientologist, a Jewish statistician, a new Korean daughter-inlaw, and four children whose dedication to reminding me of my
innumerable shortcomings could convert a simple request to pass
the ham into a high-decibel verbal conflagration worthy of a scene
from Big Brother.
It really is a feel-good story. It is also true.
One of the teachers at a New Haven inner city school is a mom
who lives in the suburbs. Almost all her students are poor. They
mostly come from broken homes. The problems they face, both at
home and at school, are daunting. Christmas is often a challenge,
not a pleasure. And clothing, good clothing, is hard to come by.
Our teacher is a hockey mom. She and her husband and other
parents schlep their kids to rinks around the state watching their
sub-teen skaters scramble across blue, red and maybe polka-dot
lines after an elusive piece of black rubber. These folks travel in
packs. They become friends. They talk about everything, not just
how much ice time Zachary is getting or whether the coach should
have pulled the goalie in the last two minutes.
During one of these conversations in early December our
teacher happened to mention her concern about how many of
the students at her school didn’t have proper clothing for the
cold weather. One of the other moms picked it up. Her kids had
outgrown coats and parkas and such, which were sitting in her
closets doing no one any good. She figured that there were other
parents in the same situation at her kids’ schools. ‘Nuff said.
Demonstrating the underlying truth of the old vaudeville
joke about the three most effective means of communication—
telephone, telegraph or tell a woman—she went to work. Within
days, like the loaves and the fishes, her six coats had multiplied
into countless hefty bags filled with parkas, jackets, hats and
mittens. And the clothes were impressive. Some slightly worn,
some more so, and some—get this—with the tags still on them
that hadn’t been worn at all.
Logistics were not a problem. From the suburbs to the house
of another teacher in the school who lived in New Haven. And
from there to the school, where they were distributed to the



students a week before Christmas. The donors—parents and
kids—were happy. The recipients were too. A plus all around. And
no one complained when you asked for seconds on ham.
My friend, Rick Silverstein, in his closing arguments in
criminal cases frequently quotes the late president of Yale,
Kingman Brewster:
The presumption of innocence is not just a legal
concept. In common-place terms, it rests on that
generosity of spirit which assumes the best, not the
worst, in the stranger.
Hockey moms, like some jurors, understand that concept
and act on it. Perhaps Governor Palin’s description was a bit
misleading. d
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NHCBA News Briefs
by Carolyn B. Witt

Professionalism Symposium
Returns to New Haven

SPONSORS WANTED FOR CLERK
APPRECIATION LUNCHEON

The NHCBA will collaborate with the Connecticut Bar Association and
the Judicial Branch to host the 8th Annual Connecticut Professionalism
Symposium in November 2009. Started in 2002 and last held in New
Haven in November 2003, the symposium brings together the bench
and bar to talk about issues facing practitioners and the courts, and
brainstorms action items to address the issues. The NHCBA’s Court
Relations Committee will take the lead in organizing the program
with the CBA. Anyone interested in participating on this committee
should contact Court Relations Co-Chairs Alice Bruno (alice.bruno@
jud.ct.gov) or Howard Levine (hlevine@carmodylaw.com). d

The Court Relations Committee will soon begin its annual solicitation
for sponsorship of the Law Day Clerk Appreciation Luncheon.
Individuals and firms are asked to donate $100 to the NHCBA to
support the luncheon to which the local Superior Court staffs are invited
to attend as our guests. The purpose of this luncheon is to recognize
the dedication these individuals have consistently demonstrated
to the attorneys of New Haven County. Please contact Executive
Director Carolyn Witt for further information on sponsorship for
this year’s luncheon, which will be held on Friday, May 1, 2009 at
The Graduate Club. d

BENCH-BAR RECEPTIONS

FEDERAL COURT UPDATE

Tired of the winter blahs? Join colleagues at the two Bench-Bar
Networking Receptions being offered this winter:

The Hon. Charles S. Haight, Jr., formerly a District Judge in the
Southern District of New York, has joined the Connecticut Federal
bench as a Senior Judge, sitting in New Haven.
U.S. District Judge Alan H. Nevas has retired effective February
1, 2009. It is said that his resignation was in protest of Congress’
refusal to increase pay raises to federal judges over the past 10 years,
while giving themselves pay raises. He will be involved in private
ADR work. d

•

On Tuesday, February 24th the Family Law Committee will
host a reception with the New Haven JD Family Division
judges at Nini’s Bistro in New Haven. Cost is $20 members,
$35 non-members, invited judges are guests.

•

On Thursday, March 26th the Court Relations Committee
will host a New Haven JD reception at New Haven Country
Club, all are welcome. Cost is $30 members, $40 nonmembers, invited judges are guests.

NHCBA and Young Lawyers Online

As the popularity of social and professional networking on the Internet
grows, so must the NHCBA attempt to keep up. Association members
may now join Facebook groups for New Haven Young Lawyers and
the NHCBA, and Young Lawyers also have a MySpace page. These
pages allow the NHCBA to use this format to communicate with
LUNCH WITH A JUDGE
members as well as allow members to post and share comments with
The “Lunch with a Judge” programs are informal sessions which each other. LinkedIn is another relatively new online networking site,
allow the featured judges to speak directly to attorneys regarding what and the NHCBA will host a CLE seminar May 13 on why lawyers
they see and would like to see in their courtrooms, as well as to allow should be on LinkedIn and how to use it.
The NHCBA and NHYL Facebook groups are both “closed” groups,
practitioners to ask their own questions. Upcoming luncheons are
Friday, March 13 with the Hon. Thomas Corradino, and a double- meaning the administrators much approve your participation request,
feature May 5 with the Hon. John F. Cronan and Hon. Maureen so please allow a day or so for request processing. d
M. Keegan.
Cost is $20 per member, $15 NHYL Section members, and $30 .
for non-members; includes a deli buffet lunch. Please visit the NHCBA
website or call the office at 562-9652 for further information. d
Both receptions will run from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Reservations
are suggested, please call the Bar office at 562-9652 or e-mail
NHCBAinfo@newhavenbar.org. d

Take Our Daughters to Work Day
A “Take Our Daughters to Work Day” activity is being planned for
the morning of Thursday, April 23, 2009; members with girls ages 8
to 14 are encouraged to participate. “Take Our Daughters” activities
were started in 1992 by the MS Foundation as a way to empower
girls and provide a targeted experience to encourage independence
and self-esteem. This year Co-Chairs Alice Bruno and Ruth Beardsley
are planning a visit to Superior Court and discussions with women
in the legal profession, concluding with a lunch party. Further details
TBA, check the NHCBA website for updates. d
3.5x2 30146.indd 1
2/8/08
For all the latest news and information, LNad
visit
us on the web, at www.newhavenbar.org!
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Kerrigan vs. Commissioner of Public Health, continued from p. 3
Justices Borden and Vertefeuille dissented, disagreeing with the
majority’s conclusion that sexual orientation was a quasi-suspect
classification. They determined that gays and lesbians were not a
politically powerless minority and concluded that they were not
entitled, therefore, to quasi-suspect class status.
Justice Zarella dissented on the basis that equal protection
analysis was not triggered in the case because same-sex couples
and opposite couples are not similarly situated for purposes of the
state’s marriage law. He reasoned that procreation is one of the main
purposes behind marriage and that the marriage distinction drawn
between opposite sex couples and same-sex couples, therefore, was
done so on the basis of sexual conduct and not sexual orientation.
From a state law standpoint, very little has changed. Civil
unions had opened up to same-sex couples most of the tangible
rights and benefits of marriage, so that the ability to marry as
opposed to enter into a civil union does not significantly add to
the rights, benefits and obligations accorded to and imposed upon
same-sex couples who take advantage of the right. Although the
Court’s decision in Kerrigan strongly suggests that the civil union
law would be unconstitutional for the very reason that the marriage
exclusion was unconstitutional, the decision does not specifically
address that issue, and it is likely to be addressed by our legislature
some time in the future.
Federal law, as of now, is unaffected by our state Supreme Court’s
decision. If, however, the federal Defense of Marriage Act were to
be either repealed or struck down as unconstitutional, only those
couples in marriages would be clearly eligible for the federal rights
and benefits afforded to married couples. There is no recognition

of anything called a civil union at the federal level, and so couples
involved solely in civil unions would be unlikely to have access to any
of the federal rights and benefits that accompany marriage.
As lawyers, the most important thing for us to remember is the
lack of recognition that marriages from this state will be accorded
by the federal government and most sister states, with the current
exceptions of Massachusetts and New York, which will recognize
marriages as marriages, and New Hampshire and New Jersey, which
will recognize marriages to the extent of their states’ civil unions.
It is still important for our clients, therefore, to take extra steps
as to provide some surety for recognition of their relationships, or
the dissolution of those relationships, in other states, whether by
contract, adoption, or other more specific judicial order. d
Attorney Leslie I. Jennings-Lax (Rubin & Eldrich, P.C.) is a member of the NHCBA’s
Family Law Committee, and can be reached at ljl@rubineldrich.com.

RAYMOND E. CESTAR
Vocational Expert
Specializing in
Personal Injury • Wage Analysis • Testimony - Reports
Social Security Disability • Worker's Compensation Claims
P. O. Box 4478
Wallingford, CT 06492

Tel: 203.248.9037
Fax: 203.288.3269

The New Haven Executive Centre’s Newest Facility—
Nurturing and Encouraging a Professional Environment

THE NEW HAVEN PROFESSIONAL CENTRE
5 9 E L M S T R E E T Second floor
One Block Away from All Three Courthouses ~ On the Corner of Elm and Orange Sts.
BRAND NEW BUILD OUT
VIDEOCONFERENCING ~ PHONE ANSWERING SERVICE
MAIL SERVICE ~ HIGH SPEED INTERNET
CONFERENCE ROOM RENTALS

Perfect for attorneys looking to break away and start their own firm.
Questions? Call 203.498.6000

http://www.205church.com
http://www.newhavenlegalcentre.com
http://www.newhavenprofessionalcentre.com


— Scenes from the 2008 Holiday Party —

Top, l-r: Karen Lee Torres and Norm
Patis; L-R: Ruth Beardsley, Wanda
Negron, Carol Treat and Maureen
Burns; Second row, l-r: Lynn Pellegrino
(L) with Susan Nugent; L-R: Carolyn
Kone, Kathleen Foster and Jane Milas;
Hugh Keefe and Tara Knight; At left:
L-R: Supreme Court Justice Flemming
Norcott with Steve Errante and SungHo Hwang; At right: Jennifer Celentano
and Hon. Burt Kaplan; Below left: L-R:
Rick Roberts and Bill Sadek with Judge
Barry Pinkus; Below right: L-R: Jack
Mills, Nancy Fitzpatrick, Maria Cahill
and Hon. Brian Fischer.



Over the Counter
News and Information from the Clerks of the New Haven Courts

By Lisa Greco,
Assistant Clerk,
New Haven
Superior Court

SHORT CALENDAR CHANGES
IMPLEMENTED
December 1, 2008 marked the
implementation of several procedural
changes effecting the short calendars.
As was discussed in the last column,
attorneys and law firms are now required to
electronically mark civil and family short
calendar matters through E-Services. Faxed
markings have been eliminated altogether
and telephoned markings are now accepted
only from pro se parties and those who have
requested and received an exclusion from
E-Services requirements.
STANDING ORDERS RE
FORECLOSURES
Pursuant to the recommendations of
the Bench-Bar Foreclosure Committee,
foreclosure actions are now subject to both
new and revised standing orders that are
designed to encourage uniform procedures
statewide. Accompanying forms have
also been developed. All may be accessed
through the website of the Judicial Branch
(www.jud.ct.gov).
While the goal is uniformity, it is
sometimes necessary to “tweak” the standing
orders to meet the practical needs of an
individual court. That has been the case in
New Haven. Modifications to the statewide
standing orders as made by Judge John W.
Abrams, Presiding Judge for foreclosure
matters, may be found on the Judicial
Branch website.
KEEP COSTS SEPARATE
It is common practice to file a Return of
Notice to Nonappearing Party and a Bill
of Costs together. While simultaneous
filings are perfectly permissible, joining the
two documents into one filing is not, and
can be the source of much confusion and
delay. When the two are conjoined, the
Bill of Costs is easily overlooked and thus
is not properly docketed and set aside for
taxation. If you customarily have these two,


distinctly different, documents prepared and
filed as one, please readjust your practice.
They need to be kept separate, with separate
captions, signatures and certifications.
ADD JUDICIAL BRANCH WEBSITE
TO “FAVORITES”
We urge you, if you are not already doing
so, to become a regular visitor to the
Judicial Branch website (www.jud.ct.gov).
In addition to being the source for forms,
standing orders and other procedural
materials, it provides a wealth of information
that is pertinent to a practicing attorney. The
website is regularly updated, so it is a good
idea to visit it at least once a week just for the
purpose of exploring changes and additions.
ASK THE EXPERTS
Are you confused about the interpretation of
a Practice Book section or some other court
procedure or policy? In each edition of this
column, we address questions of general
interest that are submitted to us. Please
direct your questions for consideration to
me at lisa.greco@jud.ct.gov.
TAC POSITIONS AVAILABLE
We are currently in need of attorneys and
law students to serve as Temporary Assistant
Clerks. Each TAC is assigned to a judge
and is responsible for overseeing his or her
courtroom activities.
Temporary Assistant Clerks who are
law school graduates receive a per diem
remuneration of $105.00. Those who are

attending law school are paid $91.00. State
pension and health care benefits may also be
available.
The position provides a unique
opportunity to acquaint oneself with
established members of the Bar and to
gain familiarity with the inner workings of
the court system. It is often an important
entry level position for one who hopes to
enter public service as a State’s Attorney,
Public Defender, Attorney General or other
practitioner in the public sector. It may
also be an ideal position for one who has
retired from practice, recently moved to
Connecticut or taken a leave of absence to
care for children or an elderly or disabled
family member.
If you know of someone who would
enjoy serving as a TAC, please contact
Deputy Chief Clerk Alice Bruno at (203)
503-6813 to inquire about the current
availability of positions.
WHILE WE’RE ON THE SUBJECT…
We would like to remind you that many
of our Temporary Assistant Clerks are
seeking positions in the private sector. If
you are thinking of taking on an associate or
looking for someone to assist you on a parttime basis, we may have just the person on
our staff who would be well suited to your
practice. Why not contact Chief Clerk Bill
Sadek or Deputy Chief Clerks Lou Fagnani
and Alice Bruno for some suggestions? d

County Bar Cabaret!
Get ready for the 4th Annual “County Bar Cabaret!”, a
variety show fundraiser for the New Haven County Bar
Foundation. (They don’t dare call it a “talent” show....)
Thursday, April 23, 2009 at the Elk’s Lodge in New Haven.
Tickets are $45 pp, Patron tickets $65.
Doors open 6:30 pm, show runs 7:30-9 pm.
Hors d’oeuvres, special drink prices.
Proceeds benefit the NHCBF’s community grants program.

Sponsors and program book advertisers sought,
see www.newhavenbar.org for details.
Call the NHCBF at (203) 562-9652 to reserve your tickets today.
Don’t miss the fun!!

Assistant Editor’s Column

Of the Varieties
of Models of
Practicing the Law

“I

by Andrew S. Knott

ntroduction to Representing
Clients” was a prerequisite course
at Quinnipiac Law if a student wanted to
intern in the field for credit. The New Haven Bar’s Patricia King—
who now works at the Statewide Grievance Committee—was
my professor, and one I remember quite fondly. I recall studying
the various “models” of lawyering in her class, from the “guru” to
the “hired gun”. While it has not been quite six years since my law
school experience ended, I think that the textbook we used needs a
bit of updating. While the majority of us lawyers are of the vanilla
bean variety where we diligently practice and save the better part of
our personality for our family and friends, what follows are several
categories that stand out from the norm; (note that this list is not
exhaustive).
Mary Poppins: She’s so perfect you’d love to hate her, but
you don’t hate her; in fact, you love her for being so good to
you. If only she could fly, like the real Mary Poppins. Don’t
use foul language around her, though. She is not very fond of
the John McEnroe type of lawyer.
John McEnroe: He wins your case, but will offend
everyone else in so doing with his biting attitude and foul
mouth. The terms “scorched earth” and/or “sore loser” come
to mind when you see him.

President’s Column, continued from p. 2
Discourage litigation. Persuade your neighbor to
compromise whenever you can. Point out to them
how the nominal winner is often a real loser—in fees,
expenses, and a waste of time.
…
Never stir up litigation.
...
There is a vague popular belief that lawyers are
necessarily dishonest….Let no young man choosing
the law for a calling for a moment yield to the popular
belief—resolve to be honest at all events; and if in your
own judgment you cannot be an honest lawyer, resolve
to be honest without being a lawyer.
This is pretty good advice for aspiring lawyers in 1850 and for
lawyers in 2009.
When Lincoln left Springfield for Washington in February
1861 to assume the Presidency, his law partner, William
Herndon, in Herndon’s biography of Lincoln, writes that Lincoln
wanted the partnership sign to hang undisturbed and “give our
clients to understand that the election of a President makes no
change in the firm of Lincoln and Herndon.” Expecting to
return to Springfield after serving as President, Lincoln told
Herndon he wanted to resume their practice of law “as if nothing
had ever happened.”
May all of us find the same meaning, satisfaction, and
purpose in our legal careers. d

Cosmo Kramer: This type of barrister is something of a
crazy oaf that people think is lacking in “gray matter”, but is
actually one step ahead of everyone else.
Almond M & M: This lawyer is colorful but hard on the
outside, sweet on the inside, a little nutty, but in a healthy
sort of way.
Pope John Paul II: The supreme benevolent dictator
over your case. He wears a lot of white, even after Labor Day;
but can pull it off.
Winston Wolf: Like the non-lawyer character from Pulp
Fiction, this attorney “solves problems”—whatever the problem,
wherever the problem. And he’ll be there early barking orders
at you as to how to solve the problem. He likes his coffee with
lots of cream and lots of sugar.
Mother Goose: She is especially adept at guilting you
into taking her legal advice, as well as keeping her as your
attorney.
Convenience store: The convenience store attorney
is not very classy or healthy; he is more expensive than other
attorneys, but he is your one-stop-shop for whatever you need,
twenty four hours a day, seven days a week. He looks something
like J. Wellington Wimpy from Popeye.
Honda Accord: Not flashy, not sexy. But will consistently
handle your legal work competently without a blip. Always
returns calls and e-mails, never misses a deadline, and is usually
early to court. Just make sure you write out a check for services
rendered every 3,000 miles.
Janet Jackson: Ms. Jackson is an impeccable dresser, but
her wardrobe tends to malfunction from time to time, which
offends some but entertains others. She loves calling publicity
to her cases. Her brother is weird.
Captain Caveman: The lawyer that everyone else wonders
how he ever passed the bar exam. Yet, he seems to make it,
plugging away with setback after setback. d

DESK Volunteers

Attorneys and staff from Wiggin and Dana in New Haven served dinner at the Downtown
Evening Soup Kitchen on November 24, 2008. Pictured above are, back row, Keith
Anderson, Renee Stanczyk, Paul Tobin, and Patrick Nevins. Front row: Cathy Anderson
and Jane Vollono. The NHCBA is responsible for serving two dinners a month at DESK
and Wiggin and Dana covers one of these, coordinated by Christian McNamara. The other
evening is covered by various volunteers, and members are welcome to contact NHCBA
Public Service Committee Coordinator Bill Aseltyne to volunteer (bill.aseltyne@ynhh.org).



NHCBF President’s Column

Taking My First Steps
by Maria Chiarelli
am honored to be the new president
of the New Haven County Bar
Foundation. This is a growing foundation
and I am excited to work with the
wonderful and dedicated people who
comprise its Board of Directors.
Last summer the NHCBF held its
first Annual Appeal within the Greater
New Haven legal community. The Board
of Directors greatly appreciates the generous support received
for the Foundation’s charitable endeavors. We hope that those
who so willingly donated will continue to do so for the 2009
Annual Appeal, which will launch in March, and that even more
members of the bar will participate. The Annual Appeal is just
one of several ways the NHCBF raises money each year for its
grant-making endeavors.
Since 1995 the NHCBF has provided grants to Bar
Association committees and/or community organizations of over
$100,000, with $28,000 in 2007-08 alone. This year, in addition
to its grants program, the NHCBF has partnered with the Public
Service Committee of the NHCBA to provide funding for its
community service projects.
The NHCBF’s 11th Annual Snowball Charity Softball
Tournament held at the Connecticut Sportsplex in North
Branford on November 19, 2008 was a great success. Many thanks
to Milano & Wanat for its continued dedication to this event;
the softball tournament was a part of the New Haven County Bar
Foundation’s 14th Annual “Hope for the Holidays” drive. Please
keep in mind that the beneficiary of these events is New Haven
Home Recovery and its two homeless shelters for women and
children. Hope donations will be accepted through February.
We are in the midst of planning our annual fundraising events,
to include our 4th Annual “County Bar Cabaret!” which has been
scheduled for Thursday, April 23, 2009 at a new venue, the Elk’s
Lodge in New Haven. Many thanks to Andrew Knott, who is
the 2009 Cabaret Committee Chair. Andrew is actively seeking
performers and committee members. This charity variety show
event has been wonderfully successful in the past.
We also look forward to our annual summer party: “Hot
Summer Nights 2009” will be held in collaboration with the
NHCBA’s New Haven Young Lawyers Section. This event was
fabulously successful last year and is now in the planning stages
for July.
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Law Firm Merchant Account
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If there are any bar members who would like to assist or
be involved in these NHCBF events, please do not hesitate to
contact me or Executive Director Carolyn Witt at 562-9652 or
cwitt@newhavenbar.org.
Finally, I would like to express my thanks to Sung-Ho Hwang,
NHCBF’s Immediate Past President and current Assistant Treasurer
of the NHCBA. Sung-Ho was very dedicated and made great efforts
on behalf of the Foundation to expand its charitable presence within
the organized bar and the New Haven County community. We
wish Sung-Ho the best in his new position with the NHCBA and
the other charitable organizations he assists, including New Haven
Legal Assistance.
I hope to continue Sung-Ho’s work as President of the Bar
Foundation by leading this excellent organization that provides for
those in need in the New Haven County community through grants
that support programs impacting the delivery of legal services; gives
annual Public Service Book Awards to a graduating law student
at both the University of Connecticut and Quinnipiac University
Schools of Law; sponsors attorneys to speak to local schools and
organizations; supports the NHCBA Public Service Committee; and
coordinates social events which provide a collegial, fun atmosphere
in which to support the NHCBF and its mission to promote the
public good through the legal profession. ! d
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Congratulations to…
WILLIAM F. GALLAGHER, who was the recipient of the University  
of Connecticut School of Law’s Medal of Excellence at the school’s
annual dinner held October 7, 2008.
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27.Latin “so,
34.My initials
2009 Leadership Circle, or visit www.newhavenbar.org.
office at NHCBAinfo@newhavenbar.org by March 6, 2009.
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40.Prefix
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C with
L 32
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S
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phone wired and ready for your paint choices. Hamden Professional
Center, 2560 Dixwell Ave., Hamden. Reply (203) 988-1891. Visit
us at www.hpcllc.net.
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Young Lawyer Charity During the 2008 Holidays
Horn of Plenty 2008

Toys for Tots 2008

During most of November 2008 New Haven Young Lawyers
collected food, clothes and coats to benefit the Downtown
Evening Soup Kitchen (DESK) and their clients as part of the
annual “Horn of Plenty” drive. Collected at 12 area sites, the
generosity of the New Haven legal community was outstanding.
Helping to deliver the many boxes of food and clothing donations
were (photo below, L-R) Todd Richardson, Greg Podolak, Chris
Nelson, Josh Hecht, Tanya Gaul, Matt Gaul, Katie McColgan,
Angela Hergan, and NHCBA Executive Director Carrie Witt.  d

The NHCBA and its members were a main source of toys this
year for the U.S. Marines based in New Haven and their annual
Toys for Tots campaign. Toys were collected during the Holiday
Party in early December as well as at area firms through midDecember through a collection led by New Haven Young Lawyers.
So many toys were collected that the Marines came twice to empty
the NHCBA conference room. Requests for toys to the Marines
almost doubled this year, so the generosity of bar members was very
welcome. A big “thank you” to everyone who donated. d

Above left: Josh Hecht (L) with Pat Hughes, NHYL Chair of the Toys for Tots 2008
Campaign Above right: NHCBA staff members Lara Edmonds (L) and Natasha
Dye help Josh Hecht and the U.S. Marines move toys collected from NHCBA members
downstairs to waiting vans.

Don’t miss Legal Jeopardy, Law Day and other events hosted by
New Haven Young Lawyers! Visit www.newhavenbar.org for details.

294 Church Street, Guilford, CT 06437
Conveniently located off I-95, exit 58

203-738-0040
www.gentlehandschiro.com

Win More Cases, Win Larger Settlements, and Be More Successful!
Dr. Karina Altieri is a licensed chiropractic physician, with a private practice in
Guilford. She is proud to announce her new certification on a post graduate 36 hour
credits in the New AMA Guide 6th edition. She had previously completed 36 hours
credit in the AMA Guide 5th. Dr. Altieri has been in practice for 6 years and is one of
the most successful Spanish Chiropractors in the greater New Haven area.
She specializes in personal injury cases, but also treats a variety of different illnesses.
Dr. Altieri offers second biomechanical evaluation, an impairment rating upon
patients meeting Maximal Medical Improvement, and opinions concerning further
conservative care prior to medical release and/or settlement.
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Young Lawyers President’s Column

Upcoming Events and
Random Thoughts
by Todd J. Richardson

H

ello again. This is my third article
as president of New Haven Young
Lawyers (NHYL) and, I have to say,
although it’s tough to write a column we
have such an active Section that it seems to
write itself. Let me start by alerting you to
a couple upcoming events in which I hope
you will at least consider participating.
Legal Jeopardy: Our Third Annual
Legal Jeopardy event will be in April, date TBA. Those of you who
have attended in the past know what to expect: a fun-filled night
of friendly competition between judges, attorneys, Quinnipiac
law students and law school faculty, and a unique opportunity to
network with your peers. Please contact me if you would like to
help organize or if you would like to be a contestant.
Law Day: NHYL is also attempting to resurrect its participation
in Law Day. Past NHYL presidents have told me that some of
their proudest moments involved Law Day events, and we would
like to bring that tradition back. President Dwight D. Eisenhower
established Law Day in 1958 and designated May 1st as a day to
reflect on the role of law in the foundation of the country and to
recognize its importance for society. This year we will organize
presentations to educate the public on law-related issues and

Building your
practice.

Building your
future.

For expert help in managing your business and
personal finances, turn to Citibank®. Our industry
knowledge and range of products and services
can help you improve cash flow, finance practice
growth, protect your assets, and much more.

For information on the special offers available
through Citibank’s Attorneys Program, contact:
Tony Rossley at 203 773-4402 or 203 815-9864.
Citibank is a Preferred Vendor of the NHCBA.

© 2008 Citigroup Inc. Citibank, N.A. Member FDIC. Citibank and Arc Design is a registered
service mark of Citigroup Inc. Citi Never Sleeps is a service mark of Citigroup Inc.

coordinate other events that celebrate the role of law in our lives.
Again, please contact me if you are interested in helping with this
effort.
Hot Summer Nights: We are again assisting the New Haven
County Bar Foundation host a lively party in July which will benefit
the NHCBF’s grant-making program. The committee is now in
formation, please contact me for details.
For the rest of this article I will share some things from my life
that help me cope with the stresses of the legal profession and life
in general. My hope is that someone out there will benefit from my
brief comments.
One thing I try to do every morning before I shower is exercise.
Ideally, I would love to go to the gym every morning and work
out for an hour or so (as many of you likely do), but that does not
happen too frequently. As such, I do something easier and less time
consuming like push-ups, sit-ups, squats, pull-ups (I have this cool
pull-up bar that you can attach to any door frame), stretching,
jogging around the block, or, especially this past winter, snowshoveling. I find that doing something to get my blood flowing
keeps me in a positive frame of mind and gives me that extra boost
in the morning which helps me wait a few hours before having my
first cup of coffee.
Speaking of which, like many of us, I tend to drink too much
coffee – sometimes up to 7 or 8 cups per day. I know there are
different news stories about whether coffee is good for you, but
what I have gleaned from the forever fluctuating studies and expert
opinions on health is that moderation and balance is always the key.
So, I occasionally switch over to green tea. This helps me cut down
on my caffeine intake since I don’t like it as much.
Then there is music, which supposedly soothes the soul. When
you get a free moment at your computer check out www.pandora.com;
it’s a free personalized internet radio service that introduces you to
new music based on music that you already enjoy. For example, if
you listen to Jack Johnson (whom I recommend), you can plug in
his name and the radio will play his songs and similar songs by other
musicians. The best part is that you can click on whether or not
you like the song and create your own commercial free radio station
based on your preferences.
I found this website through my Facebook account, which,
incidentally, is also free and is a great way to stay in touch with
friends and family wherever they live. It is also an unbelievable way
to re-connect with people you have met throughout your life. If you
sign up for Facebook, be sure to check out both the NHCBA and
the NHYL group pages.
My final thought is about chess. If you never played before,
you should learn, and if you have played but have not done so in a
while, you should start up again. Chess is all about predicting what
your opponent will do next, identifying every possible scenario and
thinking several steps ahead – all of which are obviously important
to the practice of law. I also play chess via Facebook. The Internet
allows you to play strangers or friends that may live thousands of
miles away. You can set it up so you have a few days to make a
move, which is nice for people with busy schedules.
As always, feel free to contact me about issues concerning
NHYL or about my ramblings above. d
NHYL President Todd Richardson is an associate at Nuzzo & Roberts, L.L.C. in Cheshire,
and can be reached at (203) 250-2000 or trichardson@nuzzo-roberts.com.
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Lawyer Referral Service

LRS News –January 2009
by Martha Messier, Program Coordinator
LRS WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
LRS is pleased to announce that David
Totman (Church & Church) recently
reactivated his LRS participation, and
welcomes new members Stacy Fedorchuk
(The Fedorchuk Law Office, Branford) and
Andrew Knott (Knott & Knott).
If you are interested in joining LRS or
volunteering for an outreach project, call
Martha at 203-562-9652 or e-mail her
at mmessier@newhavenbar.org. LRS
attorney participation applications are
available for downloading from www.
newhavenbar.org. Join anytime.
“ASK A LAWYER” NEEDS
VOLUNTEERS
ASK A LAWYER is an ongoing
community outreach project which
has sessions scheduled monthly at
local libraries in New Haven, Branford,
Northford and North Branford for 2009. Attorneys are needed
to help staff these 1-1/2 hour sessions during which individuals
are given free 10 - 15 minute consultations. The current
schedule through 2009 is posted on the NHCBA’s home page,
www.newhavenbar.org. For more information or to participate,
please contact Martha. d
Interested in joining LRS or volunteering for an outreach project? Call
Martha at 203-562-9652 or e-mail her at mmessier@newhavenbar.org.
LRS attorney participation applications are available for downloading from
www.newhavenbar.org. Join anytime!
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CT Certified Residential Appraiser
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Office: (203) 389-6798
Email:buddy@degappraisals.com
www.degappraisals.com
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NHCBA Member Services
Professional Insurance Needs: For professional
malpractice, long-term care, disability policies, and life
insurance needs, contact ISI New England Insurance
S p e c i a l i s t s ( Na t h a n G a rd n e r, 1 - 8 8 8 - I S I - 19 5 9 o r
ngardner@isi1959.com) for further information; be sure to
indicate you are an NHCBA member.
Law Firm Merchant Accounts: A credit card acceptance
program specifically designed for law firms. Reduced
processing fees, supports the NHCBA. Visit the NHCBA
website or call (866) 376-0950 for details.
Citibank’s Attorneys Banking Program: Opportunity
for preferred rates, waived fees on credit, no monthly
maintenance fees, and many other benefits with a Business
Checking Account. Unique access to other products,
too. (Restrictions may apply.) Contact Tony Rossley at
(203) 773-4402.
Legal Research Options: LexisNexis NHCBA Member
Plan: A variety of specially priced legal research and
product sales options are available, including Pay-As-YouGo pricing for limited search needs. Primarily targeted to
new attorneys, solo practitioners and small law offices.
Visit www.newhavenbar.org for details.
ABA Books: Purchase any book published by the ABA at
a 30% discount. Books should be ordered online at www.
ababooks.org; enter the NHCBA’s discount code PAB6ENHB
during the checkout process.
E-Mail Opinion Alert Service: Weekly e-mails sent
straight to you that digest the latest Federal and State
decisions in your specific practice area(s). Saves on research
time! Produced in collaboration with the Connecticut Law
Tribune. Contact CLT directly at (860) 527-7900 for more
information and to register for the service.
Arbitration & Mediation Discount: The ADR Center
offers to NHCBA members a special discount: $150
off the filing fee for a new case filed with the Center.
Call 860-832-8060 for details.
Dry Cleaning Discount: Jet Cleaners, with locations
in New Haven and Cheshire, provides a 10% discount on
all services to NHCBA members. Services include dry
cleaning, shirt laundering, leather/suede, tailoring, repairs,
and wedding gowns. See www.jet-cleaners.com for more
information, or e-mail them at jet-cleaners@cox.net.
Meeting Rooms: The NHCBA’s conference room is
available for use by members for depositions and other
meetings relating to their practice and bar association
activities. A nominal fee may apply. Please call the NHCBA
office in advance at (203) 562-9652 to reserve the room.
Classified Ads: Each issue of “Marble Columns” contains
a classified advertising section. These ads cover areas such
as positions available, office space and items for sale.
The newsletter reaches over 2,000 readers in the Greater
New Haven legal community. Call the NHCBA office at
(203) 562-9652 for more information and deadlines.
Avoiding Legal Malpractice CLE Seminar: Offered each
Fall for members, this free program, led by an experienced
attorney, discusses potential malpractice situations, how to
recognize them and how to avoid them.

Editor’s Column, continued from p. 2
Civil service has reduced these numbers
substantially, but not entirely. City
contracts for services and materials still
exist. A call from a certain politician has
helped many a prospective judge, fireman
or police officer candidate in the past.
One former New Haven mayor had a
lucrative contract with Yale for plumbing
services (during a time when we fought
over Yale’s lack of “payments in lieu of
taxes”). Former New Haven Democratic
Town Chairman Arthur T. Barbieri ran the
Public Works Department for years, where
political jobs were reserved for political
rewards. Past West Haven Democratic
Town Chairman Harold Allen actually had
an office in City Hall until locked out by
the then new mayor, Larry Minichino.
Until there is 100% public financing
of elections, politicians will always be in a
position to offer favors, but hopefully not
in exchange for cash of the realm. But it
is naive to assume that patronage doesn’t
exist, even in local government. d

Visit us on the web, at
www.newhavenbar.org!
Page One Captions continued
Top Photo: Board members and committee chairs
of the NHCBA joined with the New Haven County
Bar Foundation’s Board of Directors for the annual
Leadership Holiday Dinner, held December 9,
2008 at Taste Restaurant in North Haven. (L-R)
Young Lawyer leaders included Jennifer Delmonico
(member, Bar Foundation Board of Directors), John
Parese (Co-Chair, Lawyer Referral Service), Todd
Richardson (President, New Haven Young Lawyers),
Nancy Fitzpatrick (NHCBA Executive Committee
member), Desi Imetovski (NHCBA Executive
Committee member), and Andrew Knott (member,
Bar Foundation Board of Directors and Assistant
Editor. NHCBA Marble Columns).
Bottom Photo: The Trusts, Estates and Probate
Committee
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
by Todd Richardson
 

























 

























 



















































 

























 



























 



























 



















































 

























 























ACROSS
1. To summon before a court of law
4. “__ You Like It”
6. Rock group AC/__
9. Mexican cheer
10. Its capitol is Salem
13. Nat’l. car org.
15. See briefly
17.Bird with worm
19.Buffalo Creek author
22.Healthy seed
24.Tacit
25.Moon of Jupiter
26.Computer lists
28.___ witness
29.Egg ___
31.Katrina st.
32.Stop ____
34.My initials
36.Very common article
38.Able
40.Prefix with 32 across
41.Damon and Laver
43.Off/__
44.Region
49.To __ or not…
48.Perform
51.Attorneys’ apprentices
55.Winning each game of series
56.Total

Answers can be found on page 11.





DOWN
1. Gear
2. Ailing
3. Irish girl’s name for good-looking
4. Regions
5. Pro ____
7. “Take ____”
8. Refuse to do
10.Translate
11.Divine
12.Sox and Bruins channel
14.Okay
16.Connection or link
18.Letter abbr.
20.Encumbrance
21.Make acquaintance
22.Fed. labor act
23.___ of faith
27.Latin “so, thus”
30.Semi-aquatic mammals
33.Objectives
35.Short for room
37.Spanish Is.
39.Haul
42.Sixteenth pres.
43. Off/__
45. Uncooked
46. Female sheep
47.Royal straight starter
49.Summer need
50.Pool element
52.Vinyl
53.Jayhawks sch.
54. Not lrg. or med.
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Upcoming
NHCBA Events
April 23
March 3
March 5
March 13
March 26
April 22
April 23

16

CLE Seminar: Immigration Compliance in
the Workplace
CLE Seminar: Review of the Standards
of Title
Lunch with a Judge, with 			
Hon. Thomas Corradino
Bench-Bar Reception
CLE Seminar: How the New Advertising
Rules Work
Take Our Daughters to Work Day

May 1
May 5
May 7
May 13
May 20
July 9
Sept. 14

Bar Foundation’s 4th Annual 				
“County Bar Cabaret!”
Clerk Appreciation Luncheon
Lunch with a Judge, with 		
Judges J. Cronan and M. Keegan
CLE Seminar: Understanding the 			
Client Trust Account Audit Process
CLE Seminar: Linked-In For Lawyers
CLE Seminar: Tax and Business 			
Planning Update
Summer Outing
Golf Tournament

