NHCBA

Encouraging Each Other to Excellence…

T h e N e w H a v e n C o u nt y B a r A s s o c i a t i o n

Vol. XV, No. 3 SPRING 2010

Court Clerks Feted at Annual Luncheon

Attorneys, judges and clerks enjoying their lunch together.

(L-R) Hon. Jon Alander, Hon. Lubbie Harper, Deputy Chief Clerk Kathy Naumann,
and Caroline Fargeorge.

T

he NHCBA and area attorneys honored local court staff at
the 14th Annual Clerk Appreciation Luncheon held Friday,
April 30 at The Graduate Club in New Haven. The event is
held to recognize the hard work and dedication the clerks of the
New Haven Superior Court have consistently demonstrated to
the attorneys of New Haven County. The luncheon is supported
through generous donations from area firms and individuals, and
the NHCBA thanks those people who contributed. b

(At right, L-R) Lauren Rossi, Belinda Noebel, Hope Patton and Jonathan Zabin
(Below, L-R) David Schaefer, Sean Fisher, Johanna Rivera.

SAVE the DATE
5th Annual

NHCBA Golf Tournament

August 18, 2010
Lyman Orchards
Play Begins at 12 Noon
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am not going
to beat around
the bush. For
the past two
years, the New
Haven County
Bar Association
has been losing
members. For that
matter, so are most other bar associations.
We may be losing fewer members than
others, but the fact remains: we are losing
members.
There are many reasons for this trend.
First and foremost, it’s the economy,
stupid. Things are still tough out there for
many of us, and professional association
memberships are often one of the first
expenses that firms cut from their budgets.
This approach is incredibly short sighted;
in difficult economic times we need to
remain strong and unified so as to better
protect ourselves from threats to the
profession. To protect against funding cuts
in our court system and legal assistance
programs, against the unauthorized
practice of law, against taxing legal
services. If you are reading this article, you
probably agree with me. However, it is the
lawyers who are not plugged into our bar

association who we need to convince to
support our association.
It is not only trade associations which
are having trouble maintaining membership
levels. People are simply not as involved as
they used to be in civic affairs, community
organizations, charity work, and the like.
We are glued to our TV’s, computers and
Blackberries. Who needs to talk when we
can text? Who needs to get involved in
organizations or go to meetings when we
have Facebook? This has been a growing
pattern for several years, and bar association
membership decline simply is one part of
that broader trend.
The New Haven County Bar
Association provides essential and valued
services to its members. But, our ability to
deliver these services becomes jeopardized
as our membership, and therefore revenues,
drop. So, what is the solution? How can
the NHCBA buck this trend?
1. We must remain relevant to our
members. We have to be tuned into
the issues that affect our members,
and respond to those concerns.
2. All members of our association
must take pride of ownership:
this is your association. Talk it
up. Enlighten younger lawyers in
your firm as to the benefits of the
association. Talk to lawyers on the
other side of cases about what the
association has to offer.
Continued on page 9
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L

ast week,
my alma
mater, Amherst
College, announced
a new campaign
entitled “Lives of
Consequence.”
The president will
travel around the
country with a dog and pony PowerPoint
show, pointing out the many successful
people who had graduated and who
were now well—regarded or enormously
powerful public figures as his examples.
I was initially puzzled, and then slightly
embarrassed at the “consequence” campaign
... my puzzlement came from not knowing
whether the college was soliciting each
of us to make some consequence of our
lives by contributing handsomely to the
endowment, or perhaps exhorting each of
us to do something more with our lives.

Editor's Column

Lives of Consequence, Pt. 1
by Jonathan J. Einhorn
The embarrassment stemmed from the
tone of superiority and elitism that the
words “lives of consequence” evokes in
anyone not familiar with the campaign. I
suppose if the alternative to consequence
is to be inconsequential, then consequence
does in some way connote meaning and
purpose, or at least effect.
I recall that during a vague senior or
junior English seminar a long time ago,
led by the late Prof. Benjamin DeMott, he
exhorted us to greatness, and not to waste
our time on the small, mundane things of
life. The example he used, I vividly recall,
was that of buying shoes. “Going out to
buy shoes,” he said. “That’s not what life
is all about. You need to spend your
Continued on page 12

Judge Lager Visits South Korea
by Hon. Linda Lager

I

n late October 2009, I hosted a delegation of Korean judges
and court officials. At the urging of Judge Soo-hee Lim, who
was part of that delegation, I signed up to attend the 10th Biennial
Conference of the International Association of Women Judges
which was held in Seoul, South Korea, from May 11-15, 2010.
On May 11, 2010, three U.S. judicial officials and I visited her
court in the Incheon District Court, which is a general jurisdiction
court serving a population of approximately 2.8 million residents
of Incheon, where Judge Lim sits as a family judge. Our guide
during the visit was Judge Sang-jin Oh, the Director General for
Public Relations of the Incheon District Court who, parenthetically,
received an LL.M from Harvard University and spoke perfect
English. We were given a tour of the courthouse and got a chance
to sit in on both civil cases, presided over by a single judge, and a
criminal case presided over by a three judge panel. b

(L-R) Judge Sang-jin Oh, Director General for Public Relations, Judge Soo-hee Lim, my
host, Judge Rosalind Malloy, Immigration Judge, USDOJ, Judge Sue Yang, New Jersey,
Chief Judge Jong-Back Kim, Judge Sandra Robinson, NJ, Judge Linda K. Lager, CT.,
Senior Presiding Judge Kyung-Chun Lee.

(Above left) The delegation is seated in the jury box and Judge Oh is giving a presentation on the Korean court system in their only jury courtroom. Right now, juries are used in an
advisory capacity in serious criminal cases only. (Above right) The delegates were guests of Chief Judge Kim at a Korean bulgogi restaurant.

NHCBA to Appoint Board Member to
Community Foundation for Greater New Haven:

N

Nominations Now Accepted

otice is hereby given to all members of the New Haven
County Bar Association that a Special Nominating
Committee has been appointed by President Richard A. Roberts
to make a recommendation to the president and Executive
Committee of the NHCBA of an individual who will be the
Association’s appointment to a seven year term on the Board of
Directors of the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven,
starting January 1, 2011.
The board position is open to an attorney member of the
NHCBA who has an interest in contributing to the Greater
New Haven community, who is willing to make a substantial
time commitment, and who is willing to further the goals and
development of the Foundation. The Community Foundation’s
requirements include that the individual be a resident of the City
of New Haven or vicinity (which is Ansonia, Bethany, Branford,
Cheshire, Derby, East Haven, Guilford, Hamden, Madison,

Milford, New Haven, North Branford, North Haven, Orange,
Oxford, Seymour, Shelton, Wallingford, West Haven, and
Woodbridge), be knowledgeable of the charitable and educational
needs of the community, and not be a salaried public office holder.
Nominations for this position should be made by submitting
a letter describing the person’s interest in and qualifications for
serving on the board of the Community Foundation. Letters of
nomination may be submitted on behalf of an individual with their
permission, or by self-nomination. All communications will be kept
confidential. A decision will be made by Fall 2010.
Please submit letters on or before July 16, 2010 to:
CFGNH Nominating Committee, NHCBA, 234 Church St.,
5th Fl., New Haven, CT 06510, or scan materials and e-mail to
NHCBAinfo@newhavenbar.org.
Please contact Executive Director Carolyn Witt at 203-5629652 or cwitt@newhavenbar.org if you have any questions. b
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Guest Column

Atticus Finch

A

by William F. Dow, III

s all of us know, Atticus Finch is
the iconic lawyer portrayed by
Gregory Peck in the black-and-white film
classic, To Kill a Mockingbird, the movie
of the Harper Lee novel. He is repeatedly
referred to as an “inspiration” by countless
lawyers and, I’m sure, even more law students. He courageously
but unsuccessfully defended an innocent African-American
unjustly accused of raping a white woman in a small Southern
town. A telling example of defending an unpopular cause. Good
movie, for sure, but for my money not as inspiring as Twelve
Angry Men.
In any event, Counselor Finch was brought to mind recently
by our own Carl Secola. I was trying a criminal case in the
Litchfield Courthouse when Carl passed by on his way to a
pretrial. “I always enjoy coming up here”, he said, “It makes me
think I’m Atticus Finch”. Carl was right. Admittedly I hadn’t
thought in those terms before, but as I looked around I knew
exactly what he meant.
The Litchfield Courthouse is a step back in time, way
back. It’s a two-story, narrow, churchlike stone building on the
Litchfield Green. The lock-up is in the basement amidst the
heating equipment. The first floor courtroom is sizeable, at least
the well of it is. There’s a rail at the back and two rows of chairs.
On a good day, there’s never enough room at the calendar call.
The judge often enters in his/ her robe from the hallway, jostling
past the defendants, spectators, attorneys and others of the great
unwashed. The furniture is old. Counsel tables are narrow and
short and during trials, plaintiffs and defendants, or in my chosen
specialty, defendants and prosecutors, sit closer together than the
fourth graders at the Stony Creek School of my youth.
The second floor courtroom is also small. It’s high ceilinged,
narrow and cramped. The rest room is in the jury room when
there’s no trial or somewhere in back when there is. Back behind
there’s a library presided over by an extremely helpful librarian who
sits almost on a window ledge, surrounded by a printer, a computer
and a copy machine. There are books to the ceiling on shelves with
rows so narrow that it’s hard for even one person to pass through
without knocking over some important tome—maybe even
Tapping Reeve’s personal copy of Black’s Law Dictionary.
The floor, like the parquet court at the old Boston Garden,
has certain spots, known only to the locals, which creak and
moan when trod upon, good to know when you want to distract
jurors. And the jury box is, indeed, an Atticus Finch set piece.
Six wooden chairs on the top row, six in the lower with a wooden
railing from which hangs a dull brown curtain which my partner,
the esteemed senior Grudberg, refers to as a modesty screen.
Trying a case there is like trying a case in your living room.
Theatrics are inappropriate. Every word between counsel and

Please give to the Bar Foundation’s
2010 Annual Appeal.
Support the legal community’s charity.
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client is likely overheard by friend and foe alike. Again, when
seated, you are so close to your adversary that Mennen Speed
Stick is provided next to the water pitcher. And, as a bonus for
those engaged in criminal representation, the microphone on the
defense side is bolted to the table so angry pro-se’s can’t use it to
club their favorite prosecutor.
I’ve left out the best part: the Litchfield Merry-Go-Round.
The entryway at the front door is so narrow that they can’t pass
your detectables through the metal detector to the other side.
You have to circle back to get them and pass through the detector
again with them. Immediate déjà vu.
The clerk’s offices are at either side of the entryway behind
Dutch doors which makes it possible to actually talk face-to-face
in a civilized manner, not the glass tellers’ cages we’ve been blessed
with elsewhere around the state.
They say that there’s a new courthouse coming. They’ve been
saying that for years. It will be in nearby Torrington. The land has
been designated. The plans have been drawn, they say. And there’s
no money to pay for it. And with the current state of the State
finances, it will be years before a new courthouse comes to pass.
You know, that’s not such a bad thing. The Litchfield
Courthouse is the consummate people’s court. And if, unlike the
Stamford Hilton on Hoyt Street, the New Britain McMansion on
Franklin Square or the Middletown Marriott on Court Street, it’s
old, cramped and creaky, it serves a purpose if it makes Carl Secola
and the rest of us feel like old school lawyers instead of popinjays
with briefcases, that’s ok. We can use the reminder. b

NHCBA News Briefs
JUDICIAL FUNDING SAVES law libraries

Bridgeport, Hartford, and Litchfield law libraries expected to remain
open with the passing of the Judicial Funding bill. The Bristol G.A.
court house will also remain open, and efforts to keep the Juvenile court
house in Willimantic open and allow the law library in Willimantic to
re-open will be greatly enhanced (both are contingent on renegotiating
the court house lease). Also, the Judicial Branch should be able to
release critically needed funds for legal aid providers in the Fiscal Year
beginning July 1, 2010. CBA leaders worked together with the leaders
and members of the Greater Bridgeport Bar Association, the Litchfield
County Bar Association, the Windham County Bar Association, and
the New Haven County Bar Association to help educate and gain
support from many, many lawmakers, and the combined effort and
support of all bar associations had a clear impact in helping to achieve
passage of the bill. b

Courthouse greeter

Unless you are an attorney, most people going to a courthouse
probably do not want to be there. Chances are good they might have
a criminal case, or a family matter, or perhaps they are losing their
home. Sporting a navy blue blazer with the Judicial Branch emblem
and carrying a clipboard, Lori Badger, an administrative clerk, is there
to ease anyone’s unease. The New Haven Judicial District courthouse
on Church Street recently added a Courthouse Greeter by way of a pilot
program implemented by the Strategic Plan’s Self-Represented Parties
Workgroup. Lori offers directions, assistance to anyone in need, a
friendly face and a helpful attitude, thereby reducing congestion. b

NHCBA Members on Air

Have you ever wanted to be on live radio? Here is your chance.
Quinnipiac University’s commercial radio station is giving the members
of the NHCBA the opportunity to be interviewed and used as experts
discussing various aspects of law as the need arises. They will incorporate
participating attorneys into particular segments when an area of law
that the attorney specializes in is discussed. If anyone is interested in
getting their name on the list of attorneys that can be interviewed, email
jdayton@newhavenbar.org or call the office at (203)-562-9652. b

NOMINATIONS BEING ACCEPTED FOR
NHCBA LEADERSHIP

Each year the NHCBA’s Nominating Committee considers and makes
recommendations on candidates to fill a variety of leadership positions.
Nominations and self-nominations are now being accepted for the
positions detailed below. If you would like to be considered, please
submit by July 15, 2010 a letter of interest and brief biographical
information or resume to: Jane I. Milas, Immediate Past President,
NHCBA, P.O. Box 1441, New Haven, CT, 06506-1441, or
NHCBAinfo@newhavenbar.org.
Positions to be considered: all officers; several Executive Committee
positions (for both full (3 year) terms and partial terms); and chairpersons
of the NHCBA committees (one year terms). All terms start October
1, 2010. For further information or list of committees, please visit
www.newhavenbar.org, or the NHCBA office at 203-562-9652. b

Young Lawyers pOSITIONS OPEN

Changing of the guard occurs for the Young Lawyers section officers
on August 1, 2010. Next year’s officers are Chris Nelson– President,
Pat Hughes – Vice President, Josh Hecht – Treasurer , and Greg
Podolak – Secretary. Positions still open and accepting nominations are:
CBA Liaison – TBA Community Service Liaison – TBA
If interested, please mail or email a cover letter and resume to NHCBA,
attn: Nagu Kent, PO Box 1441, New Haven, CT 06506-1411, nkent@
newhavenbar.org b

REPORTERS NEEDED

In order to keep to our bi-monthly publication schedule, the Newsletter
Committee, led by Editor Jon Einhorn, needs more people to become
contributing reporters. Do you like to write? Interview people? Create
puzzles? Research community history? Have fun and network within
the legal community? The Newsletter Committee is asking for your
help! Please contact Jon Einhorn at 777-3777 or Nagu Kent at 5629652 for more information. b

Upcoming CLE Seminars
Register Now!
Fall Date TBA
How to Prepare a Trial Notebook
with Michael Stratton (Stratton Faxon) and Fred
Trotta (LoRicco Trotta & LoRicco)

Thursday, September 23
Fundamentals in Wills Drafting
with Vincent Liberti (Pepe & Hazard)

Thursday, September 30
Think You Know Your Precedent?
Tort Review 2009: CT Supreme &
Appellate Court Cases
with Dale Faulkner (Faulkner & Boyce)

Thursday, October 7
The Intersection of Family Law and
Immigration Law
with Sheila Hayre (New Haven Legal Assistance)
and Jim Swaine (Law Office of James E. Swaine)

Thursday, October 14
Workers Compensation
with Robert Carter (Carter & Civitello), Randy
Cohen (Workers Compensation Commissioner),
Howard Gemeiner (Law Office of Howard
Gemeiner), Donna Civitello (Carter & Civitello)

Visit www.newhavenbar.org for details.
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Bench and Bar Members Socialize…

(L-R) Irene Jacobs, Rob Chomiak, Desi Imetovski, Stephanie Sgambati, and Norb Church.

(L-R) Hon. Art Hadden, Maureen Burns, Pat Hughes, Joe Mirrione, and Gayle Sims.

New Haven Bench-Bar Reception on April 15

T

he NHCBA hostedthe 2010 Spring Bench-Bar Reception at
the Union League Café in New Haven on Thursday, April
15, where over 80 members of the bench and bar mingled,
laughed and enjoyed background music from the jazz trio Il
Dolce. The new location was very well received. This annual
event remains a wonderful way for judges and attorneys to meet
and socialize in an informal, relaxed atmosphere. The NHCBA
appreciates the ongoing participation and support from the New
Haven judges.
The next New Haven Bench-Bar Reception will be held
Thursday, September 16th at a location TBA. b
(At right, L-R) Ed Walsh, Hon. Bernadette Conway, and President Rick Roberts.
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Tort Tips
by Rick Roberts

Unknown Licensee is Owed No Duty
A licensee is one with permission to enter land but no
invitation. The landowner owes no duty to a licensee
without actual or the equivalent of actual knowledge
(defined as predictable pattern of usage) that the licensee
is on the land.
Abutting Landowner Not Liable for Sidewalks
An owner of property abutting a public sidewalk has
no liability for its defective condition, notwithstanding
municipal ordinances holding property owners responsible
for repairs. Sidewalks are public ways, and therefore
controlled by municipalities. An exception is the duty to
remove snow and ice, since liability is shifted to the property
owner by statute.

6

A D V E RT I S E M E N T
EXPANDING COOPERATING ATTORNEY PANEL
The SEIU Building Service 32BJ Legal Services Fund is a law
office providing legal benefits to over 71,000 union members
and their dependents. The areas of law for which coverage is
provided include immigration, civil, criminal, family, divorce,
bankruptcy and real estate.
We are presently recruiting bilingual (Spanish-Speaking)
Connecticut attorneys in the Hartford, New Britain and New
Haven areas to be part of our Cooperating Attorney Panel. If
interested, please contact Joy Khan at: jkhan@32bjfunds.com
and request an information packet.

Want to accept credits cards?
Check out the NHCBA’s special program under
Member Benefits! b

…at NHCBA-Sponsored Spring Receptions

(L-R) Todd Richardson, Michael Quinn, Howard Levine, Brian Daniels.

Chris Carrozzella (left), Christine Janis (right).

Meriden/Wallingford Bench-Bar Reception on April 28

T

by David Vegliante

he NHCBA Membership and Court Relations Committees
sponsored a Meriden/Wallingford Bench Bar reception
at the Traditions Country Club Wednesday, April 28th. The
event was well attended by approximately 55-60 judges, local
attorneys and NHCBA staff and Executive Committee members.
It provided Meriden/Wallingford attorneys the opportunity to
interact with Bench, Board and each other in a relaxed, cordial
environment absent the day to day rigors of our profession.
The reception is only one activity among many the NHCBA
is planning to schedule in the surrounding legal communities
to offer increased support to those communities through CLE
opportunities, Bench Bar receptions and pro bono/charitable
activities. The NHCBA will hold another Bench Bar reception in
Meriden in the Fall as part of its efforts to provide better support
for the Meriden/Wallingford legal community and the potential
establishment of a Meriden/Wallingford section of the NHCBA.
The Board is also planning to increase the support offered to the
Valley and Shoreline bar communities over the summer through
similar activities.

(L-R) Andy Dwyer, John Patrucco, President Rick Roberts.

The NHCBA
uniquely positioned
to act as New Haven
County Bar’s voice
to the judiciary
and legislature
and provides its
members with
timely information
that affects our
lives, practices and
Glen Pierson and Judge Jon Silbert are seen discussing
communities. The
the meaning of life.
NHCBA is interested
in feedback back from all bar members concerning the activities
and services we offer and those we should consider. Be sure to
keep up to date on the news and events that affect your practice
through the NHCBA’s website at www.newhavenbar.org. b

(L-R) Hon. Brian Fischer, Hon. Art Hadden, Patrick Hughes.

Save the Date—July 8—Summer Outing at The Owenego Inn
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Over the Counter
News and Information from the Clerks of the New Haven Courts
By Patricia Nielsen, Caseflow Coordinator, Foreclosure Mediation Program, New Haven Superior Court
Practice Book Changes
There have been several changes to
the Practice Book concerning personal
identifying information, defaults, and
timely filing of documents when the e-filing
system is down.
Personal Identifying Information. The
amendment to section 4-2 provides that the
filer’s signature constitutes certification of
the filer’s compliance with the requirements
of section 4-7 regarding personal identifying
information. Section 4-7 states that persons
who file documents with the court shall not
include personal identifying information,
and if any such information is present, shall
redact that information unless otherwise
required by law or ordered by the court.
Personal identifying information is
defined as an individual’s date of birth;
mother’s maiden name; motor vehicle
operator’s license number; Social Security
number; other government issued
identification number; health insurance
identification number, or any financial
account number, security code or personal
identification number (PIN). Excluded
are juris license, permit or other businessrelated identification numbers that are
otherwise made available directly to the
public by any government agency or entity.
The responsibility for omitting or
redacting personal identifying information
rests solely with the person filing the
document. The court or the clerk does
not need to review filed documents for
compliance with this rule.
The Standing Orders for Superior Court
Family Matters state that all information
required on Judicial Branch Superior Court
Family and Family Support Magistrate
Court forms that constitute personally
identifying information as defined by
Section 4-7(a) is deemed to be within
the section 4-7(b) exception to redaction
requirements as information “…otherwise
required by law or ordered by the court.”
Section 11-20B states that the
requirements of Section 11-20A regarding
the sealing of files or limiting disclosure
of documents shall not apply to personal
identifying information as defined in
Section 4-7. Section 11-20B provides that a
party or a person identified by the personal
8

identifying information may request that
the document containing the personal
information be sealed. The court will
then order the document sealed and the
party who filed the document to submit a
redacted copy of the document within ten
days of such order. If the party who filed
the document fails to submit a redacted
copy of the document within ten days of
the order, the court may enter sanctions
including a nonsuit or default against that
party. The court may no longer order the
clerk to redact the personal identifying
information from a document.
Defaults. The practice book now
requires that motions for default for
failure to appear and motions for default
for failure to plead not be acted on by the
clerk until at least seven days from the
filing of the motion. (Sections 17-20 and
17-32). This change addresses the issue of
electronically-filed motions being acted on
prior to the defendant(s) receiving a copy of
the motion.
Timely filing if the E-Filing system is
down. Section 7-17 now provides that
if a party is unable to e-file a document
because the court’s e-filing system is nonoperational for thirty consecutive minutes
between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. or for
any period of time between 3:00 p.m. and
5:00 p.m. of the day on which e-filing is
attempted and that day is the last day the
document may be filed, the document shall
be deemed timely filed if received by the
clerk’s office on the next business day the
e-file system is operational.
More on E-Filing
In order for e-filing to work effectively, it is
very important that attorneys file documents
using the proper document code. Using
incorrect codes may cause a pleading to
fail to print on a calendar or appear when
it should not. Filing with the proper code
ensures that the document is directed to the
appropriate court staff so that the matter is
handled efficiently and effectively.
Emergency Evacuation
Procedures
If the courthouse is evacuated for any
reason, please follow the directions
of the judicial marshals as it is their

responsibility to evacuate the building
quickly and safely. You should assume that
you will not be permitted back into the
building for the rest of the day. Therefore,
you should take all of your personal
belongings with you. Remember that you
will not be able to use the elevators during
an evacuation. As a result, it is very
important that any large items that are
brought to court (exhibits, boxes of files,
etc.) are labeled with the attorney or firm
name so they can be properly accounted
for when the building is being checked.
Please label these items before you come
to court.
Kudos
Please join us in congratulating Alice
Bruno, Deputy Chief Clerk, who has
been honored by the Connecticut Bar
Association with the John Eldred Shields
Distinguished Professional Service Award.
Also, please join us in congratulating
Suzanna Mayhugh and her husband Jeff
on the birth of their beautiful daughter,
Amelia Lynn. Amelia arrived on April 13
and the whole family is doing great!
Quality Candidates
Please remember that many of our
Temporary Assistant Clerks are seeking
positions in the private sector. If you
are thinking of taking on an associate
or looking for someone to assist you on
a part-time basis, we may have just the
person on our staff that would be wellsuited to your practice. Our T.A.C.s
gain valuable experience with “behindthe-scenes” work in both the Clerk’s
Office and in the courtrooms. Feel free
to contact Chief Clerk Bill Sadek or
Deputy Chief Clerks Alice Bruno and Lou
Fagnani for some suggestions. b

Save the Date
July 22
“Hot Summer
Nights!” Party

by inviting vendors with whom you work, or restaurants,
dry cleaners or stores you frequent, to be our partners.
6. If Membership Committee does not excite you, take part
in any one of the other 20+ committees offered by the
NHCBA. The list of Committee Chairs is on the website.
7. Get off your computer, out of your office, and join us at
these great upcoming events:
• June 17: Stand Up for Charity – a comedy show to
support the New Haven County Bar Foundation’s
program that provides grants to area charities. Featuring
headliners seen on The David Letterman Show and Last
Comic Standing. Includes food and live Blues music.
• July 8: Summer Outing at The Owenego Inn in Branford.
Drinks overlooking the ocean, volleyball, tennis, bocce,
horseshoes, a great dinner, and a chance to see old friends
and make new ones.
• July 22: Hot Summer Nights! (The name speaks for
itself.) Another Bar Foundation fundraiser, the sixth
annual summertime reception, this year on the deck
overlooking New Haven Harbor at Leon’s in New
Haven.
• August 18: Golf Outing. Talent is not needed, just the
desire to have a great time. Register your foursome now.
Don’t just join us at these events, talk it up! Recruit your
partners, associates, young lawyers, colleagues, and friends.
Remember, this is your association. The NHCBA connects you to
friends. And benefits. We need you to help keep it strong! b
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Win Business and Get Paid!
Accept Visa and MasterCard from your clients in compliance
with ABA and State guidelines. Trust your transactions to the
only payment processing solution recommended by over 50 state
and local bar associations.
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3. Spread the word about membership benefits. We are all aware
of the great social networking opportunities and excellent
CLE, but were you aware that:
• We have several substantive law and service committees
to suit your practice and interests. Check out our
“Committees” page at www.newhavenbar.org.
• Our members receive a 15% discount off ABA books &
publications.
• Our members receive discounts and special access to
insurance products (including health and professional
liability) through ISI New England Insurance.
• Our law-firm oriented credit card acceptance program
can allow you more payment flexibility with your clients
and save you money in bank fees – check out the Law
Firm Merchant Account Program (under Member
Benefits at www.newhavenbar.org).
• We offer discounted legal research services, publications
and website services through LexisNexis; special banking
services through Citibank; and discounted arbitration
and mediation services through the ADR Center.
• Members can use our conference room free for 90
minutes, or the entire day for a nominal fee.
• We offer a free resume bank for job seekers and job
postings.
• We are a sponsor for the Mentor/Mentee Program where
new associates are paired with a mentor to develop their
practice skills.
• And perhaps most importantly, we represent your voice
and interests to the Judicial Branch, CBA and ABA, and
we foster New Haven’s excellent relationship with the
bench.
4. Let us know how we’re doing, and how we can do things
better. What issues are affecting your practice that you feel
the Bar Association could/should address? Talk it up with
board members, Executive Director Carrie Witt or other
staff members. Call me or e-mail me: rroberts@nuzzoroberts.com, (203) 250-2000.
5. Join the Membership Committee which has become
revitalized this year. We’re reaching out to the suburbs,
including Meriden/Wallingford, the Valley, Milford, and
Shoreline areas. We’re developing a membership card which
will provide our members special discounts with vendors
and local merchants. You can help us with this effort greatly

Law

President’s Column, continued from p. 2

REC
OMMEND

Call 866.376.0950
or visit www.affiniscape.com/newhavenbar
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➠➠➠ On the Move ➠➠➠

The

Brief case
NEWS ABOUT NHCBA MEMBERS

Pepe & Hazard LLP is pleased to announce its agreement to merge
with a full service industry leader, McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney &
Carpenter, LLP (MDM&C). The merger is expected to be completed
during the second quarter of 2010.The combined firm will go by the
name McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP. The Pepe
& Hazard offices will remain in their current locations in Hartford,
Waterbury, Fairfield and Boston and will join together with the offices
of MDM&C in Morristown, Ridgewood and Newark, New Jersey as
well as Philadelphia, New York and Denver.

Congratulations
Elizabeth P. Gilson received the Pro Bono Award at the Connecticut
Law Tribune’s Honors Night 2010.

Condolences
Condolences to Carolyn Breen Witt on the passing of her husband,
New Haven solo attorney Thomas J. Witt, who passed away on
April 6, 2010.
Condolences to the family of Jack Dudley Barnston, who passed
away on April 28, 2010.

Building your
practice.

Jacobs, Grudberg, Belt, Dow & Katz P.C. is pleased to announce that
CHRISTOPHER SANETTI has joined the firm as an associate.
ANDREA K. HALLIER, formerly of Litter Mendelson in New
Haven, has joined IRS Medic as an associate.

Babies…Babies…Babies
Nancy Fitzpatrick Myers and her
husband, Todd, became the proud
parents of Clark Hudson Myers,
born on 4/23/10.
On April 15, 2010, Meghan Gallagher and husband, Brad Buchta,
welcomed baby girl, Rory, who weighed 8lbs 4oz.
Amelia Lynn Mayhugh was born early April 13 at 1am to the happy
parents, Suzanna Mayhugh and husband. She was 7 lbs 15 oz with
blonde hair.  
The Association is pleased to include “The Brief Case,” a column that
recognizes the accomplishments of members and celebrates lifetime events.
Submissions of member information for the next issue of the Bar Association
newsletter are now being accepted. Please e-mail any information pertaining
to office moves, marriages or births, awards, publications, etc. to the NHCBA
office at NHCBAinfo@newhavenbar.org by August 1, 2010.

Building your
future.

For expert help in managing your business and
personal finances, turn to Citibank®. Our industry
knowledge and range of products and services
can help you improve cash flow, finance practice
growth, protect your assets, and much more.

For information on the special offers available
through Citibank’s Attorneys Program, contact:
Tony Rossley at 203 773-4402 or 203 815-9864.
Citibank is a Preferred Vendor of the NHCBA.

© 2008 Citigroup Inc. Citibank, N.A. Member FDIC. Citibank and Arc Design is a registered
service mark of Citigroup Inc. Citi Never Sleeps is a service mark of Citigroup Inc.
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Assistant Editor’s Column

The Grandmotherly Touch
by Andrew S. Knott

E

Special tournament prizes!
Hole in One Contest
Closest to the Pin Contest
Special door prizes drawn at dinner.

Please make checks payable to NHCBA and send to:
NHCBA, P.O. Box 1441, New Haven, CT 06506-1441
Visa/Mastercard/Discover accepted, please call the
NHCBA office (203-562-9652) to reserve a space.

PURCHASE ABA BOOKS
AT A DISCOUNT!
NHCBA members are able to purchase any book published
by the American Bar Association at a significant discount
off the retail (non-member) price. This special discount
means even ABA members receive additional savings when
ordered using the NHCBA code. Using the NHCBA
code also means a small portion of the purchase price is
donated to the NHCBA. Books should be ordered online
at www.ababooks.org; enter the NHCBA’s discount code
PAB6ENHB during the checkout process. Books will be
shipped directly to you. b

ventually, the Olympians defeated the
Titans. But it took ten years.
For those unfamiliar with Greek
mythology (or those whose knowledge of it
begins and ends with the recently-released
movie, Clash of the Titans), the Titans begot
the Olympians, each being a generation of Greek gods. The
Titans were big, tough, and powerful—more powerful than their
Olympian children. But what the Olympians lacked in brute force
and size, they made-up with their strong wills, cagey instincts,
and overall smarts. The Olympians had another benefit, too: A
grandmother’s love.
Early on in the intra-family war between the Titans and the
Olympians, the two sides reached a stalemate. After years of barren
battles, Gaia, the mother of the Titans and grandmother of Zeus,
counseled her grandson to release the Cyclops from the Underworld.
The grateful Cyclops became an Olympic ally who gave Zeus the
gift of thunder and lightning. Zeus used it to strike his Titan father,
Cronos, with a bolt when he wasn’t looking. Some of the Greek
writers say that the lightning bolt caused Cronos to fall into a deep
sleep. Others say it killed him. Either way, though, the Olympians,
now having both power and intelligence, had won the war.
Some interpret this myth to be representative of the Hellenic
cultural development from tribes of nomadic hunters and gatherers
to the Greek city-states where the humanities and the arts were
so refined that they remain the basis of today’s classical education.
Others interpret the war to represent the tension and play between
brute force on one end, and strategy on the other. Still others claim
that it stands for the duality of the physical and the intellectual/
spiritual existing in each of us. Being the skeptical lawyer that I am,
I’m of the opinion that since the writers are long since dead, no one
really has a sound basis upon which to claim one interpretation over
another. That said, I think there is a lesson in there for us attorneys.
Lawyers are supposed to be strong—not physically so, but
intellectually so. In our role as counselors, we should either know the
law or know how to know it; and once we have that knowledge, we
ought to know how and when to use it. As an advocate, we must be
a forceful fighter, fully prepared, clear in argument, and resolved to
our client’s interest. These are the Titan skills of the legal profession.
But just as strength and only strength was the downfall of the
Titans, so could it be ours.
We have all dealt with colleagues who had all the skills of a
good lawyer, but still were not: Some are so blinded by their
client’s position that they can’t see the real value of their case. Some
apply the facts to the law so dispassionately that they forget that
judges are human too, and want a fair result. Some forget that
forging goodwill with other attorneys is in their client’s interest.
These are the Olympian skills of the lawyer.
A lawyer with only the Titan skills is brute, unseemly, and
usually not very successful. And while a lawyer with just the
Olympian skills may be an enjoyable person with whom to
socialize, professionally speaking, he is an ineffectual wimp. But
when the Titan power is put under the Olympian yoke, that is
what we refer to as gentleness: strength under control.
And just as the gift of gentleness ended the mythological war,
I think a generous dose of it could assist us in coming to quicker
settlements, fairer results, and happier clients. I also think it could
give us attorneys a few smiles, as well. b
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Editor’s Column, continued from p. 2
valuable time on those things that matter.” (Or words to that
effect.)
Twenty-five years later, I see that he was wrong. Very wrong.
It is, in fact, the small, day to day errands and details, however
trivial, that do create the varied and diverse quilts of our lives. Not
that this is sour grapes. Some of my life has been in the public
eye, both as a lawyer and in holding one public office or another
for over 30 years. I’ve won elections and (once) lost an election.
I started and still run a children’s lacrosse league. I’ve owned lots
of real estate, some good investments, some not. I’m not the
president of a University or a Fortune 500 corporation, a neurosurgeon, an astro-physicist, or a famous novelist.
But I helped raise three wonderful children, and in the course
of their lives and mine, I have spent countless hours running
Ben DeMott’s meaningless errands. I have bought shoes for the
kids, driven them to camp, attended school PTA meetings and
advocated for them before teachers, run to the pharmacy for
prescriptions, bought food at the local Stop & Shop, changed
diapers, changed light bulbs, gone (several times) to Disney
World, and carved pumpkins. I have coached, watched and
anguished at their athletic events.
I have made barely edible suppers, painted and painfully
wallpapered their rooms, bought them Hanukkah, Christmas
and birthday presents, taken them to athletic games and soothed
aching egos and knees. I have cleaned kitchen floors after puppies,
and changed (not often enough, I am told) kitty litter boxes. I
have arranged and paid for their private school and college. I have
played a lot of tennis, run a lot of miles and played some piano
(not enough).
You are right, Prof. DeMott, in that no one, not even my
children, will remember (much less be grateful), that I ran out at
11:00 at night to find a Halloween mask or a birthday card for
their mother. Immortality will not judge me by the time I spent
shoveling my walks in the winter or raking leaves in the fall.
But those are the small, valuable pieces of our lives, which
taken together, are our lives, much more significantly than the
stirring speeches I may have made before juries, the Board of
Aldermen or the Police Commissioners. We spend our lives being
driven by a multitude of such small demands. b

For all the latest news and information,
visit us on the web, at
www.newhavenbar.org!

RAYMOND E. CESTAR
Vocational Expert
Specializing in
Personal Injury • Wage Analysis • Testimony - Reports
Social Security Disability • Worker's Compensation Claims
P. O. Box 4478
Wallingford, CT 06492
12

Tel: 203.248.9037
Fax: 203.288.3269

New Haven County Bar Association

Leadership Circle 2010

The NHCBA gratefully acknowledges
and thanks these generous area law firms
for their leadership, stewardship
and support of association activities.

Champion

Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder
Benefactor

Carmody & Torrance
Jacobs, Grudberg, Belt, Dow & Katz
Loughlin Fitzgerald, PC
Nuzzo & Roberts, LLC

Patron

Garcia & Milas
Hinckley, Allen & Snyder LLP
Neubert, Pepe & Monteith, PC
Wiggin and Dana LLP
Supporter
The Chiarelli Law Firm
Day Pitney LLP
The Gallagher Law Firm
Jacobs & Jacobs
Littler Mendelson
Milano & Wanat
Parrett, Porto, Parese & Colwell, P.C.

Friend
Burt Law Offices
Law Offices of Sung-Ho Hwang, LLC
The Lenz Law Firm
Reid & Riege
Winnick, Ruben, Chambers, Hoffnung,
and Peabody, LLC

List still in formation.
To join the Leadership Circle, please contact
the NHCBA office at 203-562-9652.

Networking at the New Haven Young Lawyers Happy Hour

(L-R) Greg Podolak, Doug Giannotti, John Parese.

Rob Chomiak, Stacy Votto, Desi Imetovski.

N

ew Haven Young Lawyers hosted a
Young Professional Networking
Happy Hour at The Study at Yale in
New Haven on April 29, 2010. With the
weather warming up and free drinks for
the first hour, they brought in a quite a
crowd. The party was a great way to start
the summer, while meeting other young
professionals from the area to share ideas,
contacts and referrals. The New Haven
Young Lawyers next networking event will
be in the fall and usually follows the first
Nuts & Bolts seminars. Keep an eye on the
NHCBA calendar for details. b

Attorneys Josh Hecht (Left) and Mike Dematteo (Right) with other young professionals.
(Below, L-R) Sung-Ho Hwang, Stacy Votto, Giovanni Spennato, Jenn Walters, Tushar Shah, and Josh Hecht.

EMPLOYERS Free job listings!
List your attorney and paralegal open
positions at no cost with the NHCBA.
The office keeps a notebook of job
descriptions, accessible to anyone
looking for a job in the Greater New
Haven area. Current listings are
always needed. Please e-mail or fax
information to the NHCBA office
(NHCBAinfo@newhavenbar.org, or
fax 624-8695) whenever positions
become available. b
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Gardner Awarded Fellowship

L

compiled by Jenna Dayton

oni S. Gardner, an associate in Murtha Cullina’s
Environmental, Energy and Land Use practice groups,
has been awarded the Alexander von Humboldt German Chancellor
Fellowship for Prospective Leaders. This prestigious award is only
given to those with superior academic and professional achievements
and allows scholars and scientists to work for a year in Germany
on a research project of their choice. Ms. Gardner was chosen as
one out of ten fellowships that are awarded each year to prospective
leaders from the U.S. “This project is an incredible opportunity to
work on climate and energy oriented projects impacting both sides
of the Atlantic,” said Ms. Gardner. “Being a part of a project like
this so early in my career will provide me with experience that few
attorneys ever get.”
As part of the fellowship, Ms. Gardner will be working on
a series of renewable energy and climate change projects at The
Ecologic Institute, which is a private, non-profit thank tank for
applied environmental research, policy analysis and consultancy that
is dedicated to bringing fresh ideas to environmental policies and
sustainable development. Throughout Ms. Gardner’s career, she has
shown a passion for environmental issues including air, water and
waste permitting, compliance issues and transactional matters. b

The NHCBF Thanks 2010
Hope for the Holidays Donors
The NHCBF would like to thank
the many firms and individuals who
generously sponsored a softball team,
made a contribution, or donated items
to the Hope for the Holidays 2010
collection. An incredible $11,500
was collected this year for New Haven
Home Recovery’s two homeless shelters
in New Haven. b
Biller, Sachs, Raio & Zito • Buckley & Wynne
Caplan, Hecht & Mendel, LLC • Carmody & Torrance, LLP
Ciulla & Donofrio • Mario DiMonaco • Louis Federici
The Gallagher Law Firm • Garcia & Milas
Gesmonde, Pietrosimone & Sgrignari, LLC • Jacobs, Jacobs & Shannon
Jonathan Katz • Kennedy, Johnson, D’Elia & Gollooly, LLC
Kolb & Associates, P.C. • Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder
Law Office of Ian E. Bjorkman, LLC
Law Office of George H. Charlesworth, Esq.
Law Office of Mark Healey, Esq. • Law Office of Edward L. Walsh, Esq.
Littler Mendelson Foundation, Inc. • Loughlin Fitzgerald, PC
Mark Milano • Milano & Wanat • Kristen M. Mingo
Moore, O’Brien, Jacques & Yelenak • Stephen G. & Carolyn M. Murphy
Chris Nelson • New Haven Young Lawyers • Nuzzo & Roberts
John M. Parese • Anne D. Peterson • Richard Qatato
John Shannon • Cristin E. Sheehan • Stratton Faxon • Walt’s Auto Repair
Christopher Wanat • Jonathan Weiner • Wiggin and Dana LLP
Michael & Beverly Wilson • James R. and Kathleen M. Zarro
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FAIRFIELD CENTER – OFFICE SPACES FOR RENT: (A) Second
floor office suite with three offices, 656 square feet, private bathroom,
off street parking, walk to train, $1,350, plus share of utilities; (B)
One office, 192 square feet, off street parking, walk to train, $600
includes utilities. (203) 254-7544, Sheryl178@aol.com
For display and classified advertising rates, please contact Josephine
Costello at (203) 562-9652 x10 or JCostello@newhavenbar.org.
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NHCBF President’s Column

NHCBF Annual Appeal Underway
Please Give!

T

he NHCBF is currently holding its 3rd Annual Appeal.
The NHCBF is the charitable arm of the New Haven
County Bar Association. It provides a means for the organized
Bar to contribute to the New Haven county community through
grants (generally to legal-related activities) and sponsor public
service projects. Past activities include:
• Grants that support programs that impact the
delivery of legal services.
• Annual public service Book Awards for graduating
students from each Connecticut law schools.
• Coordinates ongoing support from the legal
community to people in need.
Attending Bar Foundation events is another way to contribute
to the Foundation. Upcoming events include the Comedy Night
Fundraiser on June 17 and the Hot Summer Nights Party on July
22. Please come out and join the fun. b

NHCBF Presents Check to
New Haven Home Recovery

HOW YOU CAN HELP

I

by Vincent Cervoni

n my last article to you, I talked to you
about our mission and the variety
of opportunities we typically present which
allow you to support our mission. This
time, we’ll talk about the specifics, both,
results and what is coming up.
On Thursday, April 28th, 2010, I had the great pleasure of
attending the 11th Annual Celebration Auction to support New
Haven Home Recovery. What made it more pleasant for me
to attend the event was that I had the even greater pleasure of
presenting to New Haven Home Recovery a check in the amount
of $11,500.00 from the New Haven County Bar Foundation.
Thank you to the attorneys at Milano and Wanat, LLC who allowed
me the great pleasure of taking a round of applause and a photo
with an oversized check representing our donation. This small, yet
significant contribution will allow New Haven Home Recovery to
continue its vital work in our community. For more information
about New Haven Home Recovery, go to www.nhhr.org.
Coming up on June 17, 2010 will be the Foundation’s first ever
comedy night or “Stand-Up for Charity”. For at least this year, this
will replace what had been our annual variety show. New Haven
County Bar Association President Rick Roberts will be our master
of ceremonies. He has graciously used his connections in the world
of comedy to bring us Keith Alberstadt and Moody McCarthy.
Both have appeared on national and late night television. The
doors will open at 6:30 with local blues band Bluzberry Pi
providing music to welcome you in and salute you out.
We are reprising our Hot Summer Nights social gathering for
the third time this year, but moving the event to Leon’s Restaurant
overlooking the New Haven Harbor. The event will take place
on July 22, 2010 and begin at 5:30 pm. Appetizers, drinks, good
company and conversation will be the highlights of the evening.
Please, save the date and plan to join us.
In my last article I told you that we need YOU to help us
accomplish our mission. In this article I’ve told you HOW you
can help: Play softball, laugh, and enjoy a happy hour. How easy
is that? b

NHCBF Vice President June Gold and President Vinny
Cervoni presented a $11,500 check to New Haven Home
Recovery at their 11th Annual Celebration Auction on April
28th. Accepting the check was NHHR’s Executive Director,
Kellyann Day (right). The proceeds are the result of a
successful annual Hope for the Holidays collection within
the Greater New Haven legal community, which includes
the BF’s annual Snowball Softball Tournament. Thanks to
everyone’s efforts and generosity, the Bar Foundation was
able to increase their donation over previous years. NHHR
runs two homeless shelters in New Haven for women and
children. b

Save the Date—July 8—Summer Outing at The Owenego Inn
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Equal Access to Justice Reception
by Marcy Kossar

O

n May 6 , New Haven Legal Assistance (LAA), held its
annual Equal Access to Justice Reception at
Café Bottega, sponsored by Webster Bank and Beverly Hodgson,
Mediator and Arbitrator.   This year’s honorees and the recipients
of the Equal Access to Justice Award, Shelley and Gordon Geballe
and Penny Mason and Sam Bowlby (posthumously), were two
couples who not only supported LAA long before the current
funding crisis, but have shown just what true friends they are with
increased support in this time of adversity.   In addition to being
supporters of LAA, Shelley is the Distinguished Senior Fellow at
CT Voices for Children, an organization she co-founded and a
Lecturer in the Yale School of Public Health. Gordon is Associate
Dean and Lecturer at Yale’s School of Forestry and Environmental
Studies. Penny has been a partner at LeClairRyan since 2008
when the firm opened its New Haven Office. Prior to that, she
practiced with Tyler Cooper from 1978 to 2008. Sam was Senior
Counsel in LeClairRyan’s Corporate Group from September 2008
until his sudden death in October 2009. Prior to that he practiced
with Tyler Cooper from 1966, taking a four year leave in 1997
to serve as Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary of the
Connecticut Energy Corporation and The Southern Connecticut
Gas Company. b
th

support your
bar association’s

Do you receive inquiries for cases
that are either too small or too big for you?
Send them to LRS!
the right call for the right lawyer®

Tel. (203) 562-5750 Fax (203) 624-8695
E-mail: lrs@newhavenbar.org

Visual EFX is offering Digital Asset Management
Services to the legal community.
Our AssetCore™ system is designed to meet
your firm’s information management
needs through:
Penny Mason graciously accepts her Equal Access to Justice Award.
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Practicing Law
the Smart Way—
Fee Agreements
by Tony Nuzzo

Create a written fee agreement in every case to:
1) to confirm how you will be paid,
2) to limit the scope of your representation, and
3) to describe the basis of your withdrawal, if necessary.
If you need a sample of the elements of a fee agreement let me
know. Tony Nuzzo: anuzzo@nuzzo-roberts.com
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• Creation of metadata
• Conversion of information into an
easily searchable and retrievable format
• Database creation and hosting
For more information about
our AssetCore™ system,
please call:
VISUAL EFX
700 Canal Street
Stamford, CT 06902
203-653-1609
www.visualefx.biz

LEAP Visits Superior Court

O

by Andrew R. Lubin

n April 23rd the Public Service Committee conducted its
3rd annual Superior Court visit with 19 students from
the New Haven LEAP program. Despite not being able to have
the scheduled lock-up/sheriff ’s office tour at the GA (a perennial
favorite) due to some “disturbance,” the students were able to
witness a criminal sentencing by Judge Fasano, had a discussion
with a prosecutor and a public defender, and were addressed at
length by Judge Robinson. The Committee was also able to arrange
for a presentation by the Judicial Department’s Jury Outreach
Program. The Public Service Committee liaisons arranging the tour
were Andy Lubin and Elizabeth Duryea, assisted by Sean Fisher
representing the Connecticut Bar Association. b

Hon. Angela C. Robinson speaks with LEAP students as they sit in the jury box.

O

LEAP Street Law Event

n April 30th, the New Haven County Bar Association’s
Public Service Committee, in conjunction with the
New Haven-based organization Leadership, Education and Athletics
in Partnership (LEAP) conducted a seminar with New Haven
students and their parents on civic rights and responsibilities. About
20 students ages 13 to 15 and their parents viewed two short videos
developed by Youth Rights Media. The film “Got Rights” reviews
educational rights in public school, and “Cops, Kids, Rights &
Respect” teaches about rights and responsibilities in interactions
with police officers. Erin Shaffer, an attorney with the New Haven
Legal Assistance Association, and Omar Williams, an Assistant
Public Defender, lead the students and parents in a discussion
following each video. b
Erin Schaeffer answering a LEAP participant’s question.

ISI NEW E NGL AND

is the preferred vendor of the
New Haven County Bar Association

Nathan Gardner
Director of Sales
ngardner@isi1959.com
SALES DIRECT: 1-888-ISI-1959

Organizer (L-R) Steve Rosenberg, Erin Schaeffer, Omar Williams, and Phil Kent.
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Lawyer Referral Service

LRS News
by Martha Messier, Program Coordinator
HELPING THE PUBLIC
Thank you to all participating Lawyer
Referral Service attorneys. The LRS receives
anywhere from 200 - 300 calls a month, of
which about 20-25% result in a referral to
a participating attorney who has agreed to
provide a free initial consultation. While
many callers are simply in need of a
consultation, some referrals do result in an
attorney being retained.
If you are interested in joining LRS or volunteering for an
outreach project, call Martha at 203-562-9652 or e-mail her
at mmessier@newhavenbar.org. LRS attorney participation
applications are available for downloading from 		
www.newhavenbar.org. Join anytime.
“ASK A LAWYER” NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
ASK A LAWYER is an ongoing community outreach project,
which has sessions scheduled monthly at local libraries in New
Haven, Branford and Northford. Attorneys are needed to help staff
these 1-1/2 hour sessions during which individuals are given free
10 - 15 minute consultations. The current schedule through 2010
is located on the NHCBA’s home page, www.newhavenbar.org. For
more information, or to participate, please contact Martha. b
Interested in joining LRS or volunteering for an outreach project? Call
Martha at 203-562-9652 or e-mail her at mmessier@newhavenbar.org. LRS
attorney participation applications are available for downloading from www.
newhavenbar.org. Join anytime!

NHCBA Member Services
Professional Insurance Needs: For professional
malpractice, long-term care, disability policies, and life
insurance needs, contact ISI New England Insurance
Specialists (1-888-ISI-1959) for further information;
be sure to indicate you are an NHCBA member.
Law Firm Merchant Accounts: A credit card
acceptance program specifically designed for law firms.
Reduced processing fees, supports the NHCBA. Visit the
NHCBA website or call (866) 376-0950 for details.
Citibank’s Attorneys Banking Program: Opportunity
for preferred rates, waived fees on credit, no monthly
maintenance fees, and many other benefits with a Business
Checking Account. Unique access to other products,
too. (Restrictions may apply.) Contact Tony Rossley at
(203) 773-4402.
Legal Research Options: LexisNexis NHCBA Member
Plan: A variety of specially priced legal research and
product sales options are available, including Pay-As-YouGo pricing for limited search needs. Primarily targeted to
new attorneys, solo practitioners and small law offices.
Visit www.newhavenbar.org for details.
ABA Books: Purchase any book published by the
ABA at a 15% discount. Books should be ordered
online at www.ababooks.org; enter the NHCBA’s
discount code PAB6ENHB during the checkout process.
Arbitration & Mediation Discount: The ADR Center
offers to NHCBA members a special discount: $150
off the filing fee for a new case filed with the Center.
Call 860-832-8060 for details.

REPORTING & VIDEO

Meeting Rooms: The NHCBA’s conference room
is available for use by members for depositions and
other meetings relating to their practice and bar
association activities. A nominal fee may apply. Please
call the NHCBA office in advance at (203) 562-9652 to
reserve the room.
Classified Ads: Each issue of “Marble Columns”
contains a classified advertising section. These
ads cover areas such as positions available,
office space and items for sale. The newsletter
reaches over 2,000 readers in the Greater New
Haven legal community. Call the NHCBA office at
(203) 562-9652 for more information and deadlines.
Avoiding Legal Malpractice CLE Seminar:
Offered each year for members, this free program,
led by an experienced attorney, discusses potential
malpractice situations, how to recognize them and
how to avoid them.
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Restaurant Review

Café Bravo

I

by Thomas Pursell

t is early on a spring evening. Thursday night. We’re heading
out for a bite to eat. The weather is cool and clear. We are on
Orange Street, driving away from downtown New Haven and
heading out towards the East Rock neighborhood. Beautiful
homes, busy sidewalks and corner market stores. We get to Willow
Street and turn left; we pull over and park right in front of the
entrance to Café Bravo…let me repeat myself…we pull over
and park right in front of the entrance to Café Bravo. I know, I
know… it is not even 7 pm and it is a weeknight…but still—try
finding a similar piece of real estate on College Street, Temple
Street or anywhere else in the 9th Square at this time.
The host greets us at the door and leads the five of us to our
table. Café Bravo seats about 75 and it is lightly populated at this
hour. There is an outdoor terrace with café table seating available.
But the temperature was in the 60’s and plunging towards the
40’s, so al fresco dining was not a viable option. Maybe in another
month or so. Anyways, our glasses are filled with ice water,
dinner menus are placed in our hands and a basket of bread is
quickly provided. The wait staff is pleasant and efficient. The beer
selection is limited, with some bottled domestics and imported
choices available. The wine list is varied—primarily American and
Italian selections, along with a few from Argentina, New Zealand
and further corners of the globe. Well, we order our drinks and
got ready for business.

There is some nice background music playing. With a light
early crowd, conversation was easy and relaxed. We start with
appetizers of broccoli rabe and pane cotto. The pane cotto was
baked with a sprinkling of parmesan cheese that was absolutely to
die for. For entrees, we order an eggplant parmesan (melanzane alla
parmiagiana), some center cut pork chops served with tomatoes,
onions, roasted peppers and grilled potatoes (Pork Chop Siciliano),
a pasta dish (Pappardella Con Porcini), a seafood dish served in a
white wine and basil sauce with cherry tomatoes (Tilapia Vesuvio)
and a steak Caesar salad.
We found the food to be delicious and the portions generous.
My two pork chops were thick, juicy and piled high. In fact my
entry into the “clean plate club” was delayed 24 hours, as I finished
my second pork chop the next evening via strategic use of the
doggie bag. The whole shebang-tax and tip included-ran us about
$130.00. Not bad for a party of five. (I must admit, it was a school
night with some homework and studying still to be done, and so we
didn’t stay to enjoy their coffee or desserts.) All in all, Café Bravo
provided a pleasant atmosphere and some delicious food.
So why Café Bravo? Well, a few days earlier, I was walking
through the metal detector at Juvenile Court and the Honorable
John Downey greeted me. He said he hadn’t read a restaurant review
in “Marble Columns” for quite some time. I told him that I just
might be working on one for the new issue. I reference another local
eating establishment (that shall remain nameless), and tell him that
it’s one of my favorites. Judge Downey mentions Café Bravo, and he
tells me that the food there is terrific. And as we all know, it is both
wise and prudent to comply with suggestions and directions that are
offered by the Court. In this case, I am glad I did. b

Helping your clients create a legacy
is an important service you offer
“When meeting with clients, I always ask them if they have
any charities they would like to benefit. If they have several
organizations or are uncertain, I recommend they talk to
The Community Foundation, who can suggest charities that
reflect their interests as well as how best to set up their gifts.”
Sara R. Stadler, Esq.
Partner, Murtha Cullina LLP

For more than 80 years, The Community Foundation has
been partnering with professional advisors to help individuals
create lasting gifts. We welcome an opportunity to offer you
and your clients the beneﬁt of our experience and expertise.

203-777-7068

www.cfgnh.org

endowNewHaven@cfgnh.org
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Upcoming
NHCBA Events

July 8

Summer Outing (Owenego Inn)

September 23

CLE: Fundamentals in Will Drafting

July 22

Bar Foundation: 			
Hot Summer Nights Party

September 29

Annual Dinner (Anthony’s Ocean View)

September 30

August 18

Golf Tournament (Lyman Orchards)
Noon start time

CLE: Tort Review 2009 				
CT Supreme and Appellate court cases

October 7

CLE: Family & Immigration

September 16

Fall Bench-Bar Reception

October 17

CLE: Workers Compensation

September 21

Nuts & Bolts CLE Series begins

September TBA New Haven Young Lawyers 		
Fall Kick-Off Party
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