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Bar Wraps up Summer with Festivities

Top left: Fitness Fair Haven - Phil Kent, Maura Mastrony, Matthew Dolan, Anne Peters, Stacy Crowell, Brianna Spinnato. Top right: Spring Bench-Bar Reception - Patricia King, Rick Roberts, Hon. Jonathan E. Silbert, Hon. Michael A. Albis. Bottom left: Summer Outing - David Rosen, Hon. Jane Grossman, Hon.
Maureen Keegan, Bill Bloss, Magistrate Nieves, Hon. Angela C. Robinson. Bottom right: Golf Tournament - Brian Daniels, Rowena Moffett, Sean Fischer, Ron
Soccoli.
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This is my final column as president of the New
Haven County Bar Association. Thinking back on the
year I am at once amazed at how long it seems I have
been serving and how quickly the time has come to
pass the mantle of leadership. In looking back, I recall
that the yardstick I set to measure my performance
against was whether the Association would still be a
viable, vital entity when I left office.
Despite my involvement, the NHCBA remains a respected and influential force among our peers
and in the community at large. While I acknowledged
that I had little to do with the reasons we received various accolades, it did not stop me from standing up and
accepting praise from, among others, New Haven Legal
Assistance, the National Association of Bar Executives,
New Reach, and The Diaper Bank when they honored
the NHCBA this year for all of our good work.
Thank you to all of our members, and especially
our committee chairs and executive committee members who give freely of their time and efforts. We are an
extraordinarily supportive group, and I was reminded of
that consistently throughout my tenure. And I would
be remiss if I did not acknowledge the tremendous

Einhorn has maintained
a criminal and civil trial
practice in New Haven
for more than 30 years,
focusing mainly on
litigation.

When I was a kid, before learning the wonders of the law, I attended religious school on Sunday
mornings. These days, however, my Sunday mornings are
occupied with visiting clients in the hoosegow. Pretty
much every Sunday, I leave at 7:30 a.m. and drive to
Central Falls, Rhode Island where Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island house their federal prisoners
on a temporary basis.
The jail there, the Donald W. Wyatt Correctional Facility, is a private jail and is pretty much the only financially stable business in Central Falls, a once thriving
New England mill town, but now bankrupt.
The guards are pleasant, mostly ex-military, and
if I call ahead, my clients (I usually visit more than one),
are waiting for me when I arrive. Connecticut’s state
correctional facilities are nothing like this, of course,
focusing instead on being rude, non-cooperative and
slow-moving. Central Falls has a prisoner population of
about 650, but with only about 30 women there. Imagine
continued on page 13....
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Return to Russia
by Hon. Jonathan E. Silbert

In 2001, the Connecticut Judicial Branch became part
of the seven-state (VT, NY, NH, MA, MD, ME and CT)
Russian-American Rule of Law Consortium. Each state
had a partner Russian Region, for which it organized
seminars on a wide range of subjects of interest to the
Russian partner, and also invited leading figures in the
partner region’s legal community to visit us here. Connecticut’s partner was Pskov, just south of St. Petersburg and
bordering Estonia, Latvia, and Belarus. Its first mention
In 2012, after 21 years
as a judge, Judge Silbert in the Russian Chronicles dates back to 903 AD, and the
returned to Garrison,
region contains many ancient churches, monasteries and
Judges Sheldon and Silbert in the new courthouse.
Levin-Epstein, Richfortresses. Over the next 11 years, Connecticut and Pskov
"The
presiding judge actually enters the courtroom
ardson, Fitzgerald and
lawyers,
judges
and
academics
exchanged
visits,
views,
and
by
descending
the stairs in the background (quite
Pirrotti, P.C., the sucelegant, if the judge doesn’t trip!)"
cessor of the law firm he ideas, becoming good friends in the process. The NHCBA
helped to found in 1977, was instrumental in this program, hosting events for visiting
with a practice devoted
Russians and housing them in members’ homes. Several
exclusively to mediation
NHCBA members traveled to Pskov, including former
and arbitration.
executive director Carrie Witt, who led a seminar on the
importance of local bar associations, and Willie Dow and
Mary Galvin, inspirations to the Pskov advokaty and prokuratura, respectively.
The money ran out in 2012, but even if it hadn’t, President Vladimir
Putin quickly put an end to all such U.S. Government-sponsored programs. As
is well known, relations between our two countries have grown steadily cooler,
but the friendships forged with our Russian colleagues has endured, largely due
to emails and Skype video calls that Judge Michael Sheldon and I, both Russian
speakers, have maintained with our colleagues. Earlier this year, we decided to
Chief Judge of the Pskov Military Court Aleksei
Borisenko offers a mid-morning snack to Judges
make a private visit to Pskov, somewhat unsure of the kind of reception we would
Sheldon and Silbert on a visit to his courthouse.
receive, but eager to re-establish our connections. On May 30, we flew to Riga,
Judge Borisenko will visit Connecticut this
Latvia, and from there were picked up by friends and driven across the Russian
November.
border to Pskov.
As it turned out, we hardly needed to worry about our reception. Within
minutes of arrival at our hotel, we were whisked off for dinner and banya (Russian sauna) at one colleague’s home, and
the next three days and nights were filled with visits to other friends’ homes, tours of the Regional and Military court, a
lakeside picnic, and a shashlik (Russian shish-kabob) dinner attended by nearly 40 judges, prosecutors and lawyers who
had visited New Haven over the life of the program. Nearly all of them gave warm and effusive toasts to our friendship,
recalling their time in New Haven and often making special mention of the NHCBA members they met here. Shortly
after we left, the Chief Judge of the Pskov Military Court arranged to visit Connecticut in November.
In retrospect, we should not have been surprised by our reception. Both Judge Sheldon and I had first visited
Russia in the 1960’s during the depths of the Cold War, and even then, it was clear that there was far more that united the
Russian and American people than divided them, notwithstanding the political disagreements of their governments. That’s
a lesson well worth remembering, and although Judge Sheldon and I began this trip with the expectation that it might be
our last visit to Russia, we
are now quite confident that
it was not.

One of the 10th c Pskov Kremlin, with
16th c. Trinity Cathedral on the right
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NHCBA News Briefs
Dues Renewals

2015-2016 NHCBA membership dues notices were mailed
out in September. To remain a member in good standing
you can pay your dues online, mail in a check, or call (203)
562-9652 and pay over the phone with a credit card (Visa/
MasterCard/Discover). Thank you to all who have already
renewed your membership.

Revised Closing Customs for New Haven
County

The Real Estate Committee has had an active year. The
Committee, chaired by Attorney Paul Begemann, has completed its review and revisions of the Real Estate Closing
Customs for New Haven County. This is the first review of
the Customs since they were last updated in 2008. The goal
of the Committee was to update the Customs to reflect the
current real estate closing practices in New Haven County
while also addressing some gaps in the existing Customs.
The Committee also plans to provide suggested closing
forms to accompany the Customs. Look for the revised
Customs and forms on the NHCBA web site. Thank you
to all the committee members who participated this year,
and especially to Bruce Peabody, Greg Muccilli and Amy
Winnick for their assistance with the revised Customs.

A Note from LRS Chair, Lou Federici

Fellow lawyers of the NHCBA, I would ask you
to take a moment to consider one of the best opportunities
offered to you as a member. The Lawyer Referral Service
(LRS) is a committee dedicated to offering people who are
looking for a lawyer in the greater New Haven area targeted referrals for legal services. Quite simply, the LRS finds
the right lawyer for clients who have an issue that needs
to be resolved right now and the LRS staff deliver those
people to your inbox.
As with any potential client, sometimes there is a
good fit and sometimes there isn’t. The decision to take any
particular client is entirely up to the individual lawyer. The
NHCBA benefits because each client who decides to proceed pays $35 for a referral. For this referral fee, the client
is entitled to a half-hour free consultation. After that, the
participating attorney pays 15% of the fees earned beyond
the first $200 in fees collected. If nothing else, participation
provides a valuable public service and creates goodwill by
helping many people who might not otherwise have access
to quality legal services. Candidly, however, the LRS is an
outstanding way to meet and earn the business of many
pre-screened clients who are interested in hiring you.
Join LRS and become a part of this great program.
Contact me or Kiernan Michau at the NHCBA for more
information.

#NHCBA Joins Instagram
#newhaven #attorneys #barlife #selfies

In addition to our social media presence on Twitter, Facebook, and LinkedIn, the NHCBA joined Instagram early
this summer. Follow us for instant event photos and behind the scenes action.
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10th Annual
Golf
Tournament

On July 27 the NHCBA
hosted its 10th Annual Golf Tournament at The Course at Yale. Members and guests enjoyed a beautiful
day on the course, which first opened
in 1926 and continually tops the list
of best college courses around the
country. Taking top honors in this
year’s tournament with a score of
60 was the team of John O’Connor,
John Counter, Cliff Merin and Dan
Strodel. Winner of the Closest to
the Pin Hole #5 was John O’Connor at 5’6”, and the male and female
players with the longest drive were
Sam Volet at 305 yards, and Jean
Welty at 175 yards, respectively.
Thank You Sponsors!
Faxon Law Group
A1 Toyota
Geomatrix
Karma Tequila
Brian Skinner, CFP of
Waddell & Reed
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Better Than Lumosity
by Patricia Kaplan

Since I retired from New Haven
because all that I do is pro bono!
Legal Assistance in 2012, the questions I am
The time commitment is
continually asked are “How is retirement?
completely manageable because I listen
Are you keeping busy with grandkids, travel,
to the messages and return calls when
photography, etc.?” The short answers are great,
I can and depending upon the urgency
and yes and no. In between the usual retirement
of the call. The only number I give out
activities, which for me do not include knitting
is my cell phone. There is no going
or playing golf, I have been keeping extremely
to court, so for the majority of the
busy with what I hope are suggestions for any of
callers, once you give the advice, you
you who are considering taking the big leap but
are done. There are several people who
Kaplan joined New Haven
looking for ways to keep your mind active and
call me during the process to ask more
Legal Assistance following
law school in 1978. From
to give back to the community. So here is a brief
questions or who need extra support
2001 - 2012 she served as
description of just some of what I think might
and encouragement. When the caller
executive director, until her
be
interesting
for
you
to
consider.
has some funds and really needs to have
"retirement."
First of all, there are the walk-in
an attorney, I refer them to the various
courthouse clinics that are already set up and
lawyer referral services, depending upon
efficiently organized by Krista Hess from the Judicial Branch.
where they live.
They meet one or two times a month at various courts and
For the most part,
in different areas of the law. There are family law clinics
however, the people who
"The most
call me have tried everything
at the courthouses in Waterbury, Stamford and Hartford;
interesting,
before they call: they do not
foreclosure clinics in Hartford, Waterbury, New London,
challenging and
Stamford, Bridgeport and New Haven; Small Claims Court
have enough money to hire a
satisfying
part
of
lawyer but may be ineligible
clinics in Hartford, Middletown and New Haven. The
what I do is to give for legal services; they are
schedule for these clinics is available through the Judicial
free family law
eligible for legal services but
website and the application procedure is simple. These walk-in
advice
by
phone
to
clinics are just 2 hours long. The people who come in are prenot a priority case; they do
folks throughout
screened by court personnel and have to sign a release saying
not even know what they
the state."
want or need to do, are
they understand this is for advice only and that they do not
have legal representation. Most of the walk-ins are those who
just in crisis and have been
advised by a counselor or
are looking for direction, need assistance in getting through
the court process, cannot afford to hire attorneys, and can truly benefit
case manager, friend or colleague to get
legal advice.
from a quick consultation with an attorney. It is a tremendous benefit to
the individual, to the court and to you because it keeps those brain cells
I talk to about 3-4 people a
pumping.
day on average and keep notes on each
The most interesting, challenging and satisfying part of what I do
person, as well as the name of the person
is to give free family law advice by phone to folks throughout the state.
on the other side of the case. The people
My rules are: I do not charge, I do not go to court, and I do not need to
who call me include men, women,
meet them in person. The only number they have is my cell phone. I can
grandparents, family friends, married
call them back whenever is convenient for me but my rule for me is that
and unmarried. The cases are sometimes
it is within 24 hours of getting the message. My major referral source
as easy as saying, "If you are ready to
is Connecticut Women’s Educational and Legal Fund (CWEALF),
file, go to the Court Service Center
and I volunteer to take telephone advice cases from Call 4 Law through
and they will help you with the papers
Statewide Legal Services. I have also distributed a description of what I do
that need to be filled out." Some are
to a health and human service agency list serve so I receive referrals from
difficult to fix by phone: a woman who
lived as a prisoner in her own home, not
domestic violence advocates, counselors, psychologists, shelter workers,
etc.
allowed access to the kitchen without
permission, no money of her own and
YES I HAVE MALPRACTICE INSURANCE! I say this in
all capital letters because that is the first question that every lawyer asks
me when I describe what I am doing. It is only approximately $600 a year
continued on page 14....
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Over The Counter: Patricia Nielsen, Assistant Clerk, Superior Court, New Haven JD

News and Information from the Clerks
of the New Haven Courts

Changes to the Code of Evidence

The Rules of Evidence have been amended. The
amendments became effective on August 1st and
deal primarily with the issue of electronically stored
information. The amended sections include Article
I – General Provisions, Sections 1-2 and 1-3; Article
VIII – Hearsay, Sections 8-1, 8-3 and 8-4; Article IX
– Authentication, Sections 9-1 and 9-3; and Article X
– Contents of Writings, Recordings and Photographs,
Section 10-1.

Notice & Affidavit Required for Judgment of
Foreclosure

In any action to foreclose residential real property, the
mortgagee is required to give notice to the mortgagor
of the option for Foreclosure by Market Sale before
commencing the foreclosure action. See C.G.S. section 4924b. The mortgagee should file the Affidavit Foreclosure
by Market Sale Notice ( JD-CV-147) along with the
foreclosure complaint. The Court cannot enter a Judgment
of Foreclosure if the Affidavit is not filed.

Foreclosure Mediation Program

The Foreclosure Mediation Program has been extended
to July 1, 2019. In addition, the eligibility for mediation
has been expanded to include 1) a decedent mortgagor’s
former spouse who acquires title by transfer from the
decedent mortgagor’s estate or due to death of the decedent
mortgagor and to 2) a mortgagor’s spouse or former spouse
acquiring title through transfer from a court decree in
a dissolution of marriage, legal separation, or through a
property settlement incident to either of those proceedings.
In these instances, the spouse acquiring title must provide
documentation to the mortgagee, consenting to the
disclosure of personal financial information. Mediators
will also have the ability to file a motion to extend the
premediation period for good cause.

Non-Adversarial Divorce

Beginning October 1st, parties may petition for a nonadversarial divorce to obtain a decree of dissolution after 30
days and without appearing in court. The parties must file
a joint, notarized petition and must meet the requirements
including but not limited to being married less than 8 years
and having no children, no real property, no pension plans,
and no active orders of protection and having combined
assets that do not exceed $35,000. Parties in other
dissolution and legal separation cases may file a motion

seeking a waiver of the statutory waiting period if they
attest under oath that they are in agreement on all terms.

Orders of Maintenance on Family
Restraining Orders

The law now provides for the entry of orders to maintain
the safety and basic needs of an applicant or a dependent
child of the applicant and respondent in a family
restraining order. To request such an order there must not
already be an existing order and the parties must be spouses
or parents of a dependent child and they must reside
together.

E-Filing Financial Affidavits in Family Cases

Financial Affidavits should not be attached to any other
document being filed including Case Management
Agreements. Scan the fully executed financial affidavit to a
PDF document and select one of the following names from
the motion selection page in e-filing. (1) FINANCIAL
AFFIDAVIT; (2) FINANCIAL AFFIDAVIT JD-FM6-LONG or (3) FINANCIAL AFFIDAVIT JD-FM6-SHORT. Please note that if a Judicial Branch form is
used, the name will be in the upper left corner of the form
and that is the name should be used. If one of these names
is not selected, the financial affidavit will not be sealed as
provided in Practice Book section 25-59A(h).

E-Filing Multiple Documents in Family
Cases

Multiple documents, including motions for pendente lite
orders, should not be filed as a single PDF document unless
form JD-FM-176 – Motion for Orders Before Judgment
(Pendente Lite) is being used or you are filing a single
motion that deals with multiple issues, such as a Motion
for Alimony, Custody and Child Support pendent lite. In
e-filing, each motion or document must be treated as a
separate filing.

E-Filing Help Available

Documents must be e-filed using the proper document
code and title. Filing with the proper code ensures that
the document is directed to the appropriate court staff so
that the matter is handled efficiently and effectively. If you
have any questions regarding e-filing, feel free to contact
the Clerk’s Office (203) 503-6800, the E-Services help
line (866) 765-4452 or Eservices@jud.ct.gov. It is far easier
for us to assist you before you file than it is to try and fix
something after it has been filed.
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Know Your Audience
by William F. Dow

		
There are many different ways to communicate. Good
lawyers know this. They understand
that you have to know your audience. Edward Bennett Williams
was one of those lawyers. Back in
the last century—how crazy does
that sound--he was a legend.
		
Edward Bennett Williams
was
the
founder
of the powerhouse
Dow is a partner at Jacobs & Dow and focuses D.C. firm Williams & Connolly, a
on criminal and white
firm known for its Take No Prisoncollar defense in both
ers approach that lists a large numstate and federal court.
ber of successes that seem to justify
He also lectures at both
that style of practice. Williams
Yale Law School and at
was born in Hartford and attendQuinnipiac University
School of Law.
ed The College of the Holy Cross
in Worcester, Mass. He was, for a
significant period, its most famous
alumnus. Well before there was a Johnny Cochran, before
there was an F. Lee Bailey in his prime, maybe before there
was a Perry Mason, and even before there was an Atticus

Finch, Edward Bennett Williams was the man to see if you
ever had a criminal problem. In fact the title of his biography is The Man to See. Williams always knew his audience.
Here’s two stories about that.

Story No. 1

It’s 1957. The notorious union boss, Jimmy Hoffa,
is on trial in U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C. on
the charge of bribing a witness to a Congressional Investigation of union affairs. Eight years earlier, in 1949, Joe
Louis had retired as the undefeated heavyweight champion
of the world. He was by any standard the most famous
African American in the country.
Hoffa is represented, of course, by Edward Bennett
Williams. This is the District of Columbia. The nearly allblack jury is in recess. It enters the courtroom to return to
the jury box. Just then into the courtroom comes Joe Louis,
the Brown Bomber. The jurors watch in awe as their hero
walks up to the defendant, embraces him, shakes his hand,
turns and leaves.
The jury acquits.
continued on page 15....

Regardless of your stage in life, your income or your goals, you need a plan to help you accurately
come into play. How do you get it all under control?
planning. Whether you have one simple need or would like an overall evaluation, we can help.
Call me today to discuss the products and services that may be appropriate for you and we start

Brian Skinner,
CFP®, CRPC®, CDFA™

Financial Advisor

Waddell & Reed, Inc.
2319 Whitney Ave
Suite 5-A
Hamden, CT 06518
p 203.288.2990 ext.122
f 203.288.2770
e bskinner@wradvisors.com
w brianskinner.wrfa.com

FEE BASED FINANCIAL
PLANNING SERVICES

INDIVIDUAL AND BUSINESS
RETIREMENT PLANNING

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Retirement Planning
Survivor Income Needs
Education Funding
Estate Review
Income tax
Goal Funding
Disability Income

• Traditional IRA, ROTH IRA, IRA
Rollover
• SEP & Simple IRA plans
• 401(k) plans

•
•
•
•

Investment Planning services
Estate planning services
Wealth Forecasting strategies
Business planning strategies

• Life insurance
• Insurance funding for Buy-Sell
Agreement planning
• Key Person Disability coverage
• Disability income coverage
• Disability buy out coverage
• Disability overhead expense coverage

INSURANCE PLANNING AND
STRATEGIES

INVESTMENTS:
• Mutual Funds
• 529 College Savings plans
• Coverdell ESA accounts
• Variable Annuties

FEE BASED ASSET
ALLOCATION PROGRAMS
• Managed Allocation Portfolios
(MAP, MAPPlus)

Mr. Skinner offer seminars
and workshops on many of
the services listed.

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Waddell & Reed, Inc. a Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC and Federally Registered Investment Advisor.
Insurance products are offered through insurance companies with which Waddell & Reed has sales arrangements.
(08/15)
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Meriden/Wallingford/Cheshire Section Holds 2nd Annual
Law Day Event for Local Students
On Wednesday, June 3rd 2015, the Meriden-Wall- Quirk, worked closely with Dr. Salvatore Menzo, Superintendent of Wallingford Schools, and Kimberly McLaughlin,
ingford-Cheshire Section held its 2nd Annual Law Day
College and Career Center Coordinafor local high school students. The
tor for Wallingford Public Schools to
event was co-sponsored by the Public
provide a diverse panel of legal profesService Committee. This year’s event
sionals including a judge, state attorwas held at Lyman Hall High School
ney, CT state marshal, police officer,
for the Wallingford Public Schools.
paralegal, court recording reporter and
Students from Sheehan High School
two attorneys. “This was a great event
were bused to Lyman Hall High
and I heard positive feedback from sevSchool to join the event which ran
eral of the students,” said McLaughlin.
from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. In total
“The panel represented a great group of
70 high school students between
(L-R) Monica Johnson, Elwyn Brewster Quirk,
individuals who offered a wealth of inboth high schools volunteered to attend Hon. Patty J. Pittman, Melanie Miller, Eileen
formation to our students,” she added.
the event to gain further insight on the
Becker, David Vegliante, Tim Wall, Detective
Next year, the Section hopes to
various professions available in the legal Michael Zerella, John Lion, Scott Leventhal.
continue with its Law Day event with
field.
Organizer of the event and
another area high school district.
Chairperson of the Section, Attorney Elwyn Brewster

Restaurant Review: Jonathan J. Einhorn

The Monkey Farm Cafe
salad with grilled chicken was perfect. Last trip I had garlic
BEWARE. This is the place your mother warned
mashed potatoes and ribs, both worth trying. Beer is served
you about. The building looks like it should be condemned
in bottles only, no taps. Service is
(inside and out), locals will tell
polite and quick.
you about the all-too-numerous
Back to the décor. Sitting
police raids and arrests over the
on the enclosed porch is best, but
years, and the constituency is a
inside the decorating is early Babe
mix between people who look
Ruth, from his Dark Days. The
like the denizens of GA #23 and
owner is a Yankees fan, and the
wholesome looking young fam(Where slumming never tasted so good!)
walls are adorned with posters and the TV
ilies. The parking lot harbors a veritable
is perpetually tuned to the YES channel.
armada of motorcycles. It’s been around
since Colonial days (as a tavern), although it’s unclear what Around a smallish bar are dart boards, a pool table, a jukebox and other manifestations of the 1950s. Did I mention
the upstairs rooms are still used for.
the dark pine wallboards?
But it’s the food you come for, and it’s worth the
The Monkey Farm is located off Exit 67 in Old
trip. This is not the cuisine of the Union League in New
Saybrook, on Boston Post Road, opposite the swanky
Haven. It’s down to earth, not fancy and very good. It’s
Aspen Restaurant (much to its chagrin). Sadly, we used to
where the waiters and waitresses at the shoreline’s tonier
have plenty of these establishments, fondly known as dive
establishments eat and drink.
bars, but the yuppies and the big chains have driven them
I’ve been there more than I care to admit and have
away.
never been disappointed. Probably the best, leanest corned
Warm up the Harley and motor on out for dinner
beef reuben ever! The onion soup is as good as anywhere,
at the Monkey Bar, but don’t sit too close to the smoking
the Rhode Island clam chowder (tough to find these days),
porch. Not surprisingly, the establishment only takes cash
is excellent and the meat chili is spicy but smooth. Bam
(there’s an ATM if it works), so bring green.
Bam shrimp are good-sized shrimp in a spicy sauce, and a
www.NewHavenBar.org								
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Over 200 members gathered at the Owenego Inn & Beach Club for
our Summer Outing. This annual event favorite featured a volleyball tournament and other games, kegs, wine tasting, buffet dinner,
ice cream truck, and DJ. The NHCBA would like to thank chair
Giovanni Spennato (Superior Court, New Haven JD) for organizing
another successful outing.

THANK YOU SPONSORS!
Gold Level: Halloran & Sage, Welty Esposito & Weiler
Kegs: New Haven Young Lawyers, Nelson|Votto
Michael Speight, Farver & Heffernan, McManus Law Firm
Dolan & Dolan
Ice Cream Truck: Wolf & Shore
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Board of Directors

President - Shari-Lynn Cuomo Shore, Wolf & Shore
Vice President - Peter Rahe, Meyers, Harrison & Pia
Treasurer - Steven Jacobs, Jacobs & Jacobs
Secretary - Tamar Bakhbava, McGivney & Kluger
Immediate Past President - Dan Burns, Berdon Young &
Margolis
Marissa Bigelli, Bai Pollock Blueweiss & Mulcahey
Terence Brunau, Murtha Cullina
Amina Connelly, Superior Court, New Haven JD
Constance Frontis, New Haven Legal Assistance
Robert Hinton, Pullman & Comley
Phil Kent, Susman Duffy & Segaloff
Michael Leone, Halloran & Sage
Scott Leventhal, LoRicco Law Firm
Rosalie Louis, Lynch Traub Keefe & Errante
Dr. Robert Romano, RISE International
Thomas Sansone, Carmody Torrance Sandak & Hennesey
Stacy Votto, Nelson|Votto

Check presentation to Kirsten Levinsohn, Executive Director of New Haven
Reads. (L-R) Rosalie Louis, Kirsten Levinsohn, Shari-Lynn Cuomo Shore,
Thomas Sansone.

Foundation Provides Over $23K In Grants & Awards
by President, Shari-Lynn Cuomo Shore

The Foundation recently provided four grants to the community,
adding to the two provided during
the fall grant-giving cycle ($5,000),
bringing the total amount given
during the 2014-2015 fiscal year to
$23,077.
$750 to Rain of Hope, Inc, to assist
in running the Community Matters
program, by providing supplies and paying for the National
Tutoring Student Membership for a full year.
$1,740 to the Connecticut Food Bank to fully support the
Arch Street Mobile Pantry Program for one month.
$2,700 to New Haven Reads, to fund NHR background
checks on employees and volunteers for a full year.
$11,387 to New Reach, to assist families and individuals in
rebuilding if they are facing poverty or homelessness.
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Three Public Service Book Awards to deserving law
school students who made an outstanding contribution
to the legal community by demonstrating commitment
to the community through public service. Each award
comes with a $500 check and a copy of the American
Bar Association's publication, Young Lawyers of the ABA:
Celebrating 75 Years of Excellence. Congratulations goes
to Paola Arango (UCONN Law), Jennifer Rawlings
(Quinnipiac University School of Law), and Chelsea
Ruzzo (Quinnipiac University School of Law).
The Board of The Foundation would like to thank each
member who donates an additional $5.00 during the
NHCBA's membership drive, donates to the Annual
Appeal, or has attended one of our fundraisers. We could
not provide these grants without you.
For additional information on our grant program, or to
find out how you can further support The Foundation,
visit our website: www.fnhcb.org
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Jailhouse Rock, continued from page 2
Orange is the New Black, but with men in the mix!
The worst part about Wyatt is that there are usually
one or two experienced prisoners housed there, and they
give “quasi-legal” (meaning just plain wrong) advice to their
fellows. Much of the Wyatt visits are spent clearing up
misconceptions about federal law, which these legal “experts” spread, and much time is spent listening to who they
believe is the latest ”rat”.
A few months ago, I met with both a woman and
a man (but in separate rooms) at Wyatt. She was there on
an identity theft case on which we went to trial, and he was
locked up on a pending drug charge. They were waiting for
me when I arrived, having been placed in separate interview
rooms, but each paneled with glass.
I saw the woman first, and she had a Cheshire cat
smile across her face. “You’ve heard about him, right?” she
asked me, nodding toward my other client. I demurred (legal term) and she explained. “He’s the guy who had sex in
the library with one of the women. He’s famous!” she said.
“They might put a plaque in the library in his honor.”

I doubted that a plaque was in the offing but left
her and went to meet my other client, a large man of about
30 with a long nasty scar across one cheek. He was also
smiling. “Ok,” I said. “I’ve heard. Is it true?” He looked toward the guard, then back at me, and nodded; he explained
that it was a simple matter of passing a note to the young
lady to meet in the library stacks at a certain time. And he
continued smiling.
A good story. And a true one. There is, however, a price for fame and ingenuity: Both prisoners were
transferred to other institutions.
I await notice of the placement of the plaque,
presumably in close proximity to the volumes of 18 USCA.
Anyway, the best part about visiting a jail is leaving
the jail. I’ve heard the sounds of Janis Joplin, Peter, Paul &
Mary, Eric Clapton and others up close, but the sweetest
sound in the world is the sound of those big heavy doors
sliding closed, behind you, as you leave. And its always a
relaxed walk back to your car, and onto the highway toward
New Haven.

Practice law
not finance.

Practicing law while managing your business finances is not an
easy balance. That’s why we have a team of business bankers just
for law firms. They can help you bank, borrow and improve cash
flow quickly and efficiently. So you can spend more time practicing
law instead of finance.
See what it’s like when a bank lives up to your business needs.
Contact Bruce Davison at 203.328.8105
or bdavison@websterbank.com.

All credit products are subject to the normal credit approval process.
The Webster Symbol and Webster Bank are registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
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Better Than Lumosity, continued from page 6
had to sleep on the floor with her children; a grandparent
who wanted visitation with her grandchild who was living
with the father, her daughter was deceased, and the father
would not let her see her granddaughter; a mother with
children from a first marriage whose second husband was
being transferred out of state, and she wanted to relocate
with him; a father of a young baby, whose mother had
been referred to DCF for abuse and neglect, who needed
to know how to file a motion for custody and how to work
with DCF. This is just a sampling of the now hundreds of
calls I have dealt with over the past two years.
People need help. People do not understand the
judicial system. People need lawyers and cannot afford to
hire them. People need to know their rights. People need
to know how to navigate the legal system on their own.
Even after a completely satisfying, exciting and
productive legal career in legal services, I sometimes think
that in these past two years, this is the most important work
I have ever done. There are so many people who just need
to have someone who will listen to them and point them
in the right direction. I have been able to help numerous
people find their way, give them the support they need, and
enable them to pursue their cases armed with knowledge
of their rights, information about how the process works, a
realistic assessment of their chances and helpful hints as to
how to be prepared for court..
Obviously there are many callers who absolutely
need legal representation. If they have resources, I refer
them to the local bar association lawyer referral services.
If they have no resources, we are fortunate in this state to
have the possibility of excellent legal aid lawyers and high
quality pro bono private attorneys.
The need, however, is so much greater than the
resources available. I encourage you to consider this most
fulfilling telephone advice practice. And, as I alluded to in
my title, the constant challenge and stimulation to your
mind in dealing with each unique situation will be so much
more fun than those frustrating and boring Lumosity brain
teasers! My contact information is attorneypatkaplan@
gmail.com or 203 589-7476. Please pass along to anyone in
need or if you have any questions.

President's Column, continued from page 2
effort by our staff that enables us to do all of this good work
and enjoy one another’s company at the Association’s many
functions.
There have been challenges over the past year, but
serving as president has given me a unique perspective on
why they are worth dealing with and overcoming. Each of
us should be proud of our Association and what we accomplish together. I am.
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Pro Bono Committee News
by Chair, Jennifer Willcox

Willcox is Deputy
General Counsel of Yale
New Haven Health
System, an Executive
Committee member
of the NHCBA, and
chair of the Pro Bono
Committee.

You’ve been telling yourself that
you really need to take on a pro bono
project – but something comes up (yet
again) and your good intentions remain
unfulfilled. Your Pro Bono Committee
is here to give you a nudge and help you
get it done. Here are some opportunities to help you fulfill your professional responsibility to render public
interest legal services:

Modest Means Program

The Modest Means Program
(MMP) is now under the purview
of the Pro Bono Committee. We are
revamping the procedures and forms,
and looking for additional attorneys to participate. MMP participating attorneys agree to
provide legal services at a reduced rate to financially eligible
individuals (incomes at 250% of the federal poverty level)
in areas such as criminal law, landlord/tenant, small claims,
unemployment compensation and family law. We are also
seeking attorneys willing to represent Modest Means
clients in bankruptcy proceedings. Please contact Kiernan
Michau at KMichau@NewHavenBar.org if you are interested in participating on an MMP panel.

Email Blast with Pro Bono Opportunities

NHCBA will be sending out twice-monthly email blasts
identifying public service opportunities and pro bono needs
of local legal services and other organizations. You are sure
to find an opportunity that fits your schedule and area of
expertise (the needs are not limited to litigation) so please
don’t let this email blast go to your “spam” email box or junk
mail folder! If you are interested in publicizing your pro
bono needs through this email blast, please contact Jennifer
Willcox.

Meeting with Local Firms

The Pro Bono Committee is organizing a meeting this
summer with pro bono representatives of local firms to
discuss ways that the NHCBA can support and encourage
pro bono efforts within firms.
If you are interested in further information on any of the
above, please contact Pro Bono Committee chair Jennifer
Willcox ( Jennifer.Willcox@ynhh.org) or come to one of
our regular monthly meetings (1:00 on the third Wednesday of each month at the NHCBA offices).

SUMMER 2015							

www.NewHavenBar.org

New Haven Young Lawyers
by President, Lisamaria Proscino

Although we are just more than
planning more events that incorporate law students in the
halfway through the year, I am pleased hope that we can help to build a more significant (and
to report that the New Haven Young
long lasting!) relationship with the future members of our
Lawyers have
bar association. Many thanks to my
had a suce-board for all your help in facilitating
cessful and
these events!
productive 6
The NHYL has continued to stay
months. In
strong in our public service committhis short pement, as well. This fall and winter we
riod of time,
gathered food for the annual Horn
Proscino is a Special
the NHYL
of Plenty drive and collected a reDeputy Assistant State's
have hosted
cord number of toys for the Marine
Attorney at the Office
two Young
Toys for Tots Foundation. We also
of the Chief State's
Attorney. She is the
Professionhave maintained a presence at the
NHYL members volunteering at the Downtown Evening
President of the New
al happy
Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen
Soup Kitchen. (L-R) Miguel Almovodar, Stacey Pitcher,
Haven Young Lawyers
hours at
(DESK). We are always looking for
James Henke, Jason Gamsby, Lisa Gamsby
Section.
Geronimo’s
volunteers to join us at DESK – if
in New
you are interested in volunteering
Haven. Our most recent happy hour was geared toward
for our next DESK event, please contact Pamela LeBlanc
bridging the gap between the Quinnipiac University School at pal@clenlaw.com.
of Law community and the bar association. Our event
Looking forward, the NHYL will be hosting our
was attended by a large number of law students, many of
annual Legal Jeopardy event in September and we have a
whom had just graduated and were preparing to enter into
host of new ideas up our sleeves for the upcoming bar year.
a rigorous few months of bar preparation. The NHYL is
I hope you will join us!

Know Your Audience, continued from page 8
Until his dying day Williams swore he had nothing
to do with it.

Story No. 2

When parents want to get a child admitted to a
college or university, they often ask for a recommendation
from a prominent alumnus, whether familiar with or even
aware of the applicant. The belief is that the particular
alumnus has a voice that will be heard and attended to by
the admissions office, especially if prominence is matched
by generosity. In Williams’s case at Holy Cross, both qualities were true and the belief correct.
As can be expected, then, parents of applicants
to Holy Cross who knew Edward Bennett Williams, even
slightly, regularly asked for a letter of recommendation for
their progeny. Williams understood. He knew his letter
could get an applicant in. He loved the school. And he was
more than willing to write a letter for the right kid. But
he didn’t want to waste or diminish his clout by overuse.
Not everyone who asks for help deserves it. On the other
hand, you never want to disappoint someone who asks a
www.NewHavenBar.org

favor for their kid. So Williams developed a
system that allowed him to be truthful to the applicant and
responsible to his alma mater. He set it up with the Holy
Cross Admissions Office. If his letter of recommendation
was typewritten, the committee could disregard it; Williams was just fulfilling a social obligation. If ever asked,
he could honestly answer he’d written the letter. But there
was a second part. If Williams wanted the kid admitted, his
letter was handwritten. That one was the real deal. It was a
system that worked for decades.
Good lawyers know their audience.

LITIGATION DOCUMENT SERVICES SINCE 1970

 100% Accurate & Confidential
 Free Pick-up & Delivery
 Litigation Copying
 Scanning & Archiving

 Briefs & Appendices
 Trial Exhibit Boards
 Digital Bates Numbering
 CD/DVD Duplication

www.DocuPrintnow.com
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Year 2015: Diversity TKO
by Chair, Christine Jean-Louis

		
The year 2015 has been
quite a year for the topic of diversity. It is important that we recognize that diversity issues are not
just focused on output, or what our
numbers or statistics show. This is
especially true in light of the recent
Washington Post article, which
found that the legal profession
Jean-Louis is an Assisis the least diverse in the nation.
tant Attorney General
After considering some statistics,
in the Transportation
the article concludes that we need
Department of the
Connecticut Office of the to “assume personal responsibility
Attorney General. She is for professional changes,” and that
CBA Secretary, NHCBA diversity should be an organizationDiversity Chair, and
New Haven Inn of Court al priority in which everyone has a
stake.
member and serves on
This year, the discussion of diverthe following organizations board of directors: sity leads us to question ourselves.
New Haven Symphony
When thinking of diversity, considOrchestra and UCONN
er what your own personal thoughts
Law Alumni Assoc.
are on the issue. What have you
personally done to understand
someone who does not look or think like you? Do you have
any personal biases (explicit or implicit) that can hinder
the expansion or improvement of diversity in your life or
workplace? If you haven’t figured it out yet, this year’s diversity conversation is all about you! Each and every one of
us has a role to play in diversity within our legal profession,
including those of us who are championing diversity.
The NHCBA is here to help you in sustaining
diversity in our profession. In March 2015, the NHCBA’s
Diversity Committee hosted its first diversity workshop
titled “Taking a Stand: Leadership in Retention and Diver-

sity Workshop.” The workshop focused on classic leadership principles by studying the memorable hero, Captain
“Lucky Jack” Aubrey, in the historical fiction “Master and
Commander.” Using those classic leadership principles,
the diversity workshop participants engaged in conversation
about how to encourage and fortify retention and diversity
in our legal profession. The NHCBA looks forward to
holding another diversity and leadership workshop next
year, where we will discuss how to use cultural differences
to fortify retention in the legal profession. We hope to see
you there!
Resources:
More information from the Washington Post article can
be found here: https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/05/27/law-is-the-least-diverse-profession-in-the-nation-and-lawyers-arent-doing-enough-tochange-that/
Also, some additional articles to read to help you in your
assessment are:
- https://bol.bna.com/massmutual-gc-slams-bingham-ondiversity-doubts-industry-can-change/
- https://bol.bna.com/fannie-mae-gc-on-diversity-the-usual-suspects-and-getting-a-life-outside-of-law/
- http://www.mckinsey.com/insights/organization/why_diversity_matters
- http://abovethelaw.com/2015/08/5-takeaways-from-mckinseys-diversity-matters-report-for-the-legal-profession/
- http://www.stlamerican.com/diversity/article_6523dd582fcb-11e5-9854-9f278058fe10.html
- http://mobile.nytimes.com/2015/05/31/opinion/sunday/
guess-who-doesnt-fit-in-at-work.html?referrer=

NHCBA Honored by The Diaper Bank
The Diaper Bank honored the NHCBA with their
Community Leaders Award presented at the Rock
Your Baby Fundraiser on Thursday, September 17th.
The award was given in recognition of the NHCBA
Public Service Committee's annual Diaper Drive.
President Howard Levine accepted the award on behalf
of the Association.
(L-R) Alison Weir, National Diaper Bank Network; Julia Baldini,
NHCBA Executive Director; Howard Levine, President; Tony Interland & Joseph Soliemene, Public Service Committee Co-Chairs; Janet
Alfono, Diaper Bank Executive Director.
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NHCBA Member Services
PREFERRED VENDORS —
• Webster Bank: Webster Bank can help you maximize your firm's
finances so you can work smarter and more efficiently and your clients can always come first. Contact: Jordan Arovas at (203) 7824652.
• Brian Skinner, CFP®, CRPC®, CDFA™, Financial Advisor
with Waddell & Reed. Brian can offer financial planning services
to the membership and their firms. Please contact Brian at 203288-2990 or bskinner@wradvisors.com to review your planning
needs. Waddell & Reed is not affiliated with the NHCBA.
• LexisNexis Law Firm Solutions: LexisNexis® and the NHCBA have partnered to provide affordably priced member benefit
packages for solo and small law firm attorneys. Contact Deborah
Fiorella, Research & Litigation Solutions, at 203-892-1206 or Stacey Morrow, Practice Management Solutions at 646-319-8451 to
discuss your firm’s unique needs. Mention you’re a NHCBA member – code M-New Haven County Bar.
VENDOR PARTNERS —
• New England Payroll Services: NEPS is considered one of the
leaders in computerized payroll services and we make payroll processing easy and affordable! We are pleased to offer ALL our inhouse discounts to all members of the NHCBA. Call Lori Angelo
at 203-676-0664 for a free comparison quote TODAY and please
mention you’re a member of NHCBA.
• Insurance Needs from ISI New England: Contact Karen Wyman ((888) 474-1959, NHCBA Group Representative) for a quote
on professional malpractice, health, long/short term disability plans,
long term care, major medical, or life insurance needs. NHCBA
members receive special rates on several products.
• LawPay: Credit Card Processing for Attorneys. Members save up
to 25% off their credit card processing fees. If you are considering
accepting credit cards or want to confirm that you are processing
credit card transactions correctly, call (866) 376-0950 or visit www.
affiniscape.com/newhavenbar.
• GoFor Services, Inc.: Provides the highest level courier and delivery services in Connecticut. Visit www.GoForServices.com.
OTHER PROGRAMS —
• Purchase any ABA book at a 30% discount. Enter the NHCBA’s
discount code NHCBAR during the checkout process.
• Jet Cleaners NHCBA Members receive a 10% discount on dry
cleaning Jet Cleaners 697-691 State Street, New Haven. Call for
details (203) 777-0742.
• Arbitration and Mediation Services: The ADR Center offers to
NHCBA members a special discount: $150 off the filing fee for a
new case filed with the Center. Call (860) 832-8060 for details.
• Rent Meeting Rooms: The NHCBA’s conference room is available for use by members for depositions and other meetings relating
to their practice and bar association activities. A nominal fee applies.
• Purchase of Mailing List: The NHCBA mailing list (almost
1,300 names) may be purchased for $300 for a one-time use. For
more information contact the NHCBA office.

Leadership Circle 2015
Champion
Koskoff Koskoff & Bieder
Benefactor
Carmody Torrance Sandak
& Hennessey
Patron
Wiggin and Dana
Advocate
Jacobs & Dow
Neubert Pepe & Monteith
Shipman & Goodwin
Supporter
Law Offices of Buckley & Wynne
Garcia and Milas
Littler Mendelson
Nuzzo & Roberts
Wolf & Shore
Friend
Garrison Levin-Epstein Richardson
Fitzgerald & Pirrotti
Knott & Knott
Reid & Riege
Law Offices of Sung Ho Hwang
Levy, Leff & DeFrank
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The Brief Case: News About NHCBA Members
Attorney Louis Annecchino was
named a partner at Kennedy Johnson
Schwab & Roberge.

Attorney Marissa Bigelli joined the
firm Bai Pollock Blueweiss &
Mulcahey

Congratulations to New Haven County
Bar Association past president Alice
Bruno and executive committee member Gerald Harmon on their appointment and confirmation as judges of the
Superior Court. Judge Bruno currently
is sitting in the Judicial District and
GA 14 in Hartford. Judge Harmon currently is sitting in the Judicial District
and GA 4 in Waterbury.

Carmody Torrance Sandak & Hennessey was named
Connecticut Law Tribune's 2015 Litigation Department
of the Year general litigation winner in the midsized firm
category.
Attorney Colleen Garlick, an associate with Neubert, Pepe & Monteith
has taken on the role of mock trial
judge for the 2015 Connecticut Middle School Mock Trial Competitions.
The state-wide Middle School and
High School mock trial competitions
are an annual event co-sponsored by CIVICSFIRST, a
private, non-profit association established in 1976.
Attorney Michael Leone was named a
partner at Halloran & Sage.
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Wiggin and Dana insurance attorney
Michael Menapace was selected to
testify as an expert witness before the
United States Senate Commerce Committee at a hearing called by the Subcommittee on Consumer Protection,
Product Safety, Insurance and Data
Security entitled, “Examining the Evolving Cyber Insurance Marketplace.” The hearing took place
on Thursday, March 19, 2015, at 10 a.m. A video recording
of the hearing and Mr. Menapace’s written testimony can
be found on the Senate Commerce Committee’s website.
Shari-Lynn Cuomo Shore
and her husband Dave
welcomed their son, Ryan
David Shore, on 8/6/15.

Attorney Charles Tiernan, a partner
at Lynch, Traub, Keefe & Errante,
was named the 2016 New Haven DUI/
DWI Defense "Lawyer of the Year" in
Best Lawyers.
Wiggin and Dana is pleased to announce that it has been
awarded the Connecticut Law Tribune's 2015 Litigation
Department of the Year Award for its Product Liability and White Collar/Government Compliance practice
groups. It is the second straight year that Wiggin and Dana’s White Collar/Government Compliance practice group
received this recognition.

CLASSIFIEDS
Office Sublet (Westville, New Haven): (8x10) available in
small law firm. Ideal for attorney, possible referrals, but will
consider other appropriate uses. Use of conference room,
copier, wifi, etc. possible. Onsite parking. $600-$950/
month depending on needs. Call (203) 387-8811 for more
details.
Looking to share my office space in West Haven, or rent
a room in a law office in or near New Haven. Sheldon
Messinger, (203) 785-8010.
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Upcoming Events Calendar
OCTOBER
1 - Stony Creek Brewery Tasting
Stony Creek Brewery, 6pm - 8pm
7 - Annual Dinner & Meeting
Anthony's Oceanview, 5:30pm - 9:00pm
14 - CLE: Spotting Hidden Wage & Hour Claims
Superior Court, New Haven JD, 4:00pm - 6:00pm
16 - CLE: Intermediate VA Benefits Training
Quinnipiac U, School of Law, 2:00pm - 5:00pm
20 - Executive Committee Meeting
Quinnipiack Club, 12:30pm - 2:00pm
22 - Meet & Greet with New Haven Family Judges
The Graduate Club, 1:00pm - 2:00pm
22 - Year In Review: Health Law Panel Discussion
Quinnipiack Club, 5:30pm - 7:30pm
27 - Book Talk and Reception with Hon. Jon C. Blue
The Graduate Club, 5:30pm - 7:00pm
28 - CLE: Risk Management
Quinnipiack Club, 4:00pm - 6:00pm

NOVEMBER
5 - Service of Remembrance
Superior Court, New Haven JD, 9:00am - 12:00pm
6 - Professionalism Symposium
Superior Court, New Haven JD, 8:30am - 2:00pm
12 - CLE: Evidence for the Family Practitioner
Quinnipiack Club, 4:00 - 6:00pm
17 - Executive Committee Meeting
Quinnipiack Club, 12:30pm - 2:00pm
18 - The Foundation Board of Directors Meeting
NHCBA, 1:00pm - 2:00pm
19 - Hope for the Holidays Snowball Tournament
Branford Sports Complex, 6:00pm - 9:00pm
DECEMBER
2 - Holiday Leadership Dinner
Adrianna's, 6:00pm - 9:00pm
10 - Annual Holiday Party
Quinnipiack Club, 5:30pm - 7:30pm

