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New Officers, Award Recipients to be Honored at 107th Annual Dinner

sellout crowd is anticipated at the Association’s 107th
Annual Meeting, to be held at Anthony’s Ocean View
on October 2, 2014 starting at 5:30 p.m.

and Rowena A. Moffett as Secretary. Tickets for the event are
anticipated to be in demand as usual and all seating is reserved.
Two of the award recipients are former presidents of the
Always the premiere event of the New Haven Bar, this year NHCBA. Bill Prout has been at Wiggin and Dana since 1973.
He graduated Branford High School, graduated
a number of local persons will be honored at the
Yale University in 1967, and Boston University
dinner. William F. Sadek will receive the Yale
School of Law in 1973. He received two Bronze
Sappern Civility Award, William H. Prout, Jr.
Stars during his tour of duty with the United
will be honored with the Lifetime Achievement
States Army in Vietnam. He was president of
Award, and the law firm of Milano & Wanat
NHCBA from 2003-2004.
LLC will receive a Special President’s Award.
Bill Sadek is Chief Clerk for the Superior
Honorary Members (those in practice for over
Court in New Haven. He was President of the
50 years), and the past year’s committee chairs
NHCBA from 2004 to 2005. He earned his law
will also be honored that evening.
degree from New England University School of
New officers will also be installed at the
Law. His award is in memory of Yale Sappern,
meeting. Howard K. Levine succeeds Robert
Administrative Supervisor of the Family DiviC. Hinton as President, with Victor A. Bolden
sion of the Superior Court, New Haven from
as President-Elect, John M. Parese as Treasurer,
Howard K. Levine
Continued on page 10

Scenes from the Summer Outing

Left Photo: Christine Jean-Louis (L), Giovanni F. Spennato (C), Justice Lubbie Harper Jr. (R); Right Photo: (From L) Judge Anthony Avallone, Judge Steven
Ecker, Judge Brian Fischer, Judge Jane Grossman, Robert Hinton, Magistrate Gladys Nieves

Continued on page 2

Join us for the NHCBA Annual Dinner on Thursday, October 2, 2014

President’s Column
MANY MOVING PARTS
WORKING TOGETHER

by Robert C. Hinton

A

s I write my
last President’s
column, I reflect on
the following quote
from Henry Ford:
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Coming together
is a beginning;
keeping together is progress; working
together is success.
Our Association is successful because we have so many people working
together and fueling the collaborative
process. While we have many moving
parts, it is gratifying and amazing to see
all of those moving parts working collectively toward the benefit of our members
and the betterment of our Association.
Our members are at work in our community every day doing great things.
This past summer has been an eventful one for our Association. Thanks in
large part to Giovanni Spennato, our
Annual Summer Outing was a fabulous

A

r t h u r
Healey, my
favorite bartender, laments the
demise of the
part-time amateur politician.
"Full-time politicians are on the
road to perdition," he says. He’s right.
(For the record, Arthur is one of the late
Judge Healey’s sons and works at Café
Routier in Westbrook, which I frequent
often). He’s also an ice fisherman, but we
can forgive him that.
In Connecticut, anyway, lawyers
once made up the bulk of persons holding state and local office, thus insuring
that they would be working for the most
part in their law offices, and had little interest in living off an elected position. Of
course, there were some fringe benefits,
mainly name recognition, that came with

event enjoyed by all who attended. Under Judge Angela Robinson’s and Attorney Sung-Ho Hwang’s leadership, this
summer’s annual Law Camp for Teens
increased in both duration and attendance and was a tremendous success. The
camp provides an excellent opportunity
for New Haven teens to learn about the
law and the legal profession from members of the New Haven legal community. Thanks to all those who volunteered
their time in making the law camp such
a meaningful and positive experience for
the students. Our annual Golf Tournament was equally successful and enjoyed
by all, thanks in part to the hard work of
Peter Rahe. Thank you to all who played
a role in making these and the many other events and programs from this summer possible.
I would also like to highlight the
stellar work of the Public Service Committee and the many programs that they
have conducted over this past year, including, but not limited to, the Diaper
Bank Drive, Politics Matter, Ask-A-Lawyer, Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen
volunteer support and the Fair Haven
Continued on page 11

Editor’s Column
THE ROAD TO PERDITION

by Jonathan J. Einhorn
the job. And the founders of our democracy (small “d”) consisted largely of lawyers (which is obvious from the arcane
language found in many of our founding
documents. Who really understood that
stuff in the 1700s? And what happened
to plain language?). But when their public work was done, they happily returned
to their offices, or farms, or businesses.
Imagine the talent our Bar could
offer as part-time politicians: Norm
Pattis lecturing his fellow lawmakers
on 15th century poetry and the impact of the Spanish Inquisition on police techniques: Joe Dobrowolski on a
municipal board of finance, suggesting successful investment techniques;
Hugh Keefe cross-examining candidates
Continued on page 14

Summer Outing, continued from page 1
The NHCBA thanks the Summer Outing’s generous sponsors for their support of the event.
GOLD Level
Halloran & Sage LLP - Welty Esposito & Wieler LLC
BRONZE Level
Bendett & McHugh PC
Partner Sponsors
Webster Bank
Insurance Specialists, Inc.
LexisNexis

A

Summer Outing 2014

record number of members, judges and their guests attended the NHCBA's Summer Outing on July 24th
at the Owenego Inn in Branford. The outing started on the
lawn where guests played games and enjoyed cocktail hour.
NHCBA President Robert Hinton and Judge Brian Fischer
recognized the new judges who were in attendance. A buffet
reception followed with DJ music on the deck until midnight.
Be sure to join us in 2015! ❂

Sports & Activities Sponsor
William Sadek
Wine Tasting Sponsor
Slocum & Sons Fine Wines and Spirits
Live Music Sponsor
Nelson|Votto
Ice Cream Truck Sponsor
Wolf & Shore LLC
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Golf Tournament
The NHCBA would like to
thank our Sponsors:

Lead Sponsor
Carmody Torrance Sandak & Hennessey LLP
Cocktail Reception Sponsor
AT&T
Dinner Sponsor
Meyers, Harrison & Pia, LLC
Hole-in-One Sponsor
A-1 Toyota
Tee Sponsors
Brenner, Saltzman & Wallman LLP
Buckley & Wynne
Carmody Torrance Sandak & Hennessey LLP
Chiarelli Law Firm, LLC
Halloran & Sage LLP
Insurance Specialists, Inc.
Law Office of Marissa L. Bigelli, LLC
Littler Mendelson P.C.
New Haven Lawyer Finder
Reid and Riege P.C.
Webster Bank
Wiggin and Dana LLP

O

Wolf & Shore LLC
Zoi's

n July 14, 2014 the New Haven
County Bar Association hosted
its 9th Annual Golf Tournament at The
Course at Yale in New Haven. With The
Course at Yale ranked the number one
college course for 2012 and as the future host of the NCAA Regional Championship, it’s no surprise that the many
NHCBA members and their guests
joined us for a special round of golf.

The 2015 tournament will be held in July. Watch the NHCBA calendar on our website for the date announcement! As in
previous years, the 2015 tournament will be played as a scramble format. Dinner will be held after the round of golf. All are
welcome to join, and we encourage participation from individuals in all professions or just enthusiastic golfers, of course.

4

NHCBA News Briefs
Dues Renewal

Practice Areas

It’s that time of year again! Within the last couple of weeks, you
should have received a both a hard copy and an email copy of
your membership renewal invoice for the 2014-2015 year. To
renew your membership, please send a check to the NHCBA
office or log into your account at www.newhavenbar.org to pay
online via credit card. If you did not receive your renewal invoice, or if you have any other questions, please call Kiernan
Michau at (203) 562-9652 or send an email to kmichau@newhavenbar.org. Thank you for your continued support of the
NHCBA.

You may notice that the Committee section on your renewal
invoice has been broken into two sections this year. We would
like to get a better handle on which areas of law you practice so
that the information we send and the events we plan are relevant for you. In addition to marking the committees in which
you would like to participate, please also mark the practice areas that you handle.

The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation's
"New Haven's Finest"

Lawyer Finder

There’s still time to participate in New Haven Lawyer Finder
for six months free. We have extended the deadline for the
promotion to December 31, 2014 for current members. New
members are welcome to join at any time within the first six
months of their membership. If you’d like to create a profile,
contact Kiernan Michau at (203) 562-9652 or kmichau@newhavenbar.org for more information.

From Left William Sadek, Marissa Bigelli, Shari-Lynn Shore, Julia Baldini,
Howard Levine, Giovanni Spennato, and Christine Jean-Louis

O

n July 10, 2014 The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation held
"New Haven's Finest," an event that celebrates and honors Connecticut's finest professionals for their success in business and leadership in their community. This event featured an
honoree reception with cocktails, hors d'oeuvres, music, silent
& live auctions, and an awards presentation that honored the
following NHCBA members: Stacy Votto, of Nelson | Votto,
NHCBA Executive Committee member; Christine Jean-Louis, of Wiggin and Dana, Diversity Committee Chair; Jaime
Paoletti, of Garcia & Milas, NHCBA member; and our own
NHCBA Executive Director, Julia Baldini. Congratulations to
all! ❂
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Lawyer Referral Service

LRS News
by Kiernan Michau, Program Coordinator

W

e’re coming up on the close of
my first full year with the New
Haven County Bar Association, and I’m
humbled by the support that our many
programs have received.

Our LRS program made over 700
referrals this year among 66 attorneys.
We also expanded our capacity to accept Spanish-speaking clients, though
we are still in need of attorneys who speak Spanish for most
case types. Generally speaking, we still need attorneys specifically for the following underrepresented case types: civil rights,
medical malpractice, and elder law.
We successfully scheduled over 50 Ask A Lawyer clinics
this year across seven locations, including a new program at
Yale University. I would like to thank the following volunteer
attorneys for generously giving their time to this program: Alex
Maresca, Andreas Motolanez, Andy Dwyer, Chuck Oman,
Claudette Narcisco, Dan Adelman, Dan Burns, Dan Seiden,
Ethan He, John Rubrich, Joe Solimene, Josh Balter, Kevin Casini, Lou Federici, Maurice Maitland, Michael Speight, Robert
Mercer-Falkoff, Robert Singer, Robert Vontell, Steve DeFrank,
Vincent Mase Sr., and Walter Sawicki. A special thank you to
Lou Federici for coordinating the clinics in partnership with
the CareCard program at Yale-New Haven Hospital.
Our Modest Means Program has expanded to nine active attorneys, and we are always eager to welcome new participants, especially for family cases. If you would like to get
involved, or if you have thoughts about how to improve the
program, please do not hesitate to be in touch with me.
Saving the best for last, we made large strides with the
New Haven Lawyer Finder program this year. In January, we
launched a brand new member benefit: from now until December 31, every current member of the NHCBA can request six
months of free membership with New Haven Lawyer Finder.
Additionally, every new member can request this benefit within the first six months of their membership with the NHCBA.
We also launched a radio advertising campaign with WNPR
Connecticut, alongside a few other strategies to help you get
the most from your New Haven Lawyer Finder profile. Don’t
miss the opportunity to let us do your marketing for you.
As well as our programs are doing, I believe that we can
always work to make even the best ideas better. If you have
questions or comments, new ideas, interest in becoming involved, or even if you’d just like to say hello, please feel free to
contact me at any time. I’m happy to do whatever I can to help
make these programs great. ❂
Kiernan Michau at (203) 562-9652 or kmichau@newhavenbar.org
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NHCBA Member Services
PREFERRED VENDORS —
• Webster Bank: Webster Bank can help you maximize your firm's
finances so you can work smarter and more efficiently and your clients
can always come first. Contact: Jordan Arovas at (203) 782-4652.
• Insurance Needs from ISI New England: Contact Karen Wyman
((888) 474-1959, NHCBA Group Representative) for a quote on
professional malpractice, health, long/short term disability plans, long
term care, major medical, or life insurance needs. NHCBA members
receive special rates on several products.
• LexisNexis Law Firm Solutions: LexisNexis® and the NHCBA have
partnered to provide affordably priced member benefit packages for
solo and small law firm attorneys. Contact Deborah Fiorella, Research
& Litigation Solutions, at 203-892-1206 or Stacey Morrow, Practice
Management Solutions at 646-319-8451 to discuss your firm’s unique
needs. Mention you’re a NHCBA member – code M-New Haven
County Bar.
VENDOR PARTNERS —
• New England Payroll Services: NEPS is considered one of the leaders in computerized payroll services and we make payroll processing
easy and affordable! We are pleased to offer ALL our in-house discounts to all members of the New Haven County Bar Association.
Call Lori Angelo at 203-676-0664 for a free comparison quote TODAY and please mention you’re a member of NHCBA.
• LawPay: Credit Card Processing for Attorneys. Members save up to
25% off their credit card processing fees. If you are considering accepting credit cards or want to confirm that you are processing credit card
transactions correctly, call (866) 376-0950 or visit www.affiniscape.
com/newhavenbar.
• GoFor Services, Inc.: Provides the highest level courier and delivery
services in Connecticut. Visit www.GoForServices.com or call (800)
479-7345.
OTHER PROGRAMS —
• Purchase any ABA book at a 30% discount. Books should be ordered online at www.ababooks.org; enter the NHCBA’s discount code
PAB6ENHB during the checkout process.
• Jet Cleaners NHCBA Members receive a 10% discount on dry
cleaning Jet Cleaners 697-691 State Street, New Haven. Call for details (203) 777-0742.
• Arbitration and Mediation Services: The ADR Center offers to
NHCBA members a special discount: $150 off the filing fee for a new
case filed with the Center. Call (860) 832-8060 for details.
• Rent Meeting Rooms: The NHCBA’s conference room is available
for use by members for depositions and other meetings relating to
their practice and bar association activities. A nominal fee applies. Call
the NHCBA office in advance at (203) 562-9652 to reserve the room.
• Purchase of Mailing List: The NHCBA mailing list (almost 1,500
names) may be purchased for $300 for a one-time use. For more information contact the NHCBA office.

A Lesson From A Master
Guest Columnist William F. Dow III, Jacobs & Dow, LLC

B

ack at the beginning of May, Mrs.
Dow opines that rather than investing my considerable talents in Sudoku or Word Jumble it might be good
to actually be productive. I am to lend
a hand to a project known as Home
Front. This, I am told, is kind of like a
one-day Habitat for Humanity where a
group of individuals, in this case associated with a church, shows up at the home of a deserving family
and invests a day’s labor to spiff up the place, presumably leaving their home in better shape at the end of the day than it was
at the beginning. In short, a worthwhile project.
Well, ungifted with those talents that correspond to the
project’s needs, and not having lifted anything heavier than
a Ticonderoga No. 2 pencil over the last two decades, I nevertheless agree to appear on a sunny Saturday morning at the
designated location. Presumably I can command a paint-filled
roller sufficiently to lend modest cosmetic improvement to the
interior of a closet or some other secreted location. I will follow

the code of the medical profession: first, I will do no harm.
And so, I appear. I join others more dedicated and talented.
There are dishwasher repairers, floorers, electric wiring fixers
and garage door installers. You know, people with actual skills.
Some, like me, are best fit for cleaning up the yard, gathering
up the trash in the basement or giving food to the volunteers.
I am designated a painter. I obediently follow the directions,
hoping to apply the right color paint on the appropriate location and to avoid too much spillage.
There is one project, however, that calls for a particular
and scarce expertise. About two feet away from the house is
a big tree, some thirty feet high, and thick. It has to be taken
down. Now the problem is that even though the eager beaver
volunteers with chain saws and axes have arrived, their enthusiasm is not commensurate with their skills. And this is a really
big tree. If it goes down and goes down wrong, all the Sherman
Williams Basic White on the living room walls is not going to
compensate for the hole in the ceiling and the broken picture
window. What to do. What to do.
Continued on page 15

N O M AT T E R H OW YO U L O O K AT I T,
OU R FOCUS R E M A I NS T H E SA M E:

C L I E N T S +C O M M U N I T Y

195 Church Street | New Haven, CT
For information about the firm,
contact Howard K. Levine at 203-784-3102.

NEW HAVEN

|

STAMFORD

|

WATERBURY

|

SOUTHBURY

|

www.carmodylaw.com
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Board of Directors 2013 – 2014

President - Daniel Burns (Burns & Nyguyen, LLC)
Vice President - Shari-Lynn Shore (Wolf & Shore, LLC.)
Secretary - Jennifer DelMonico (Murtha Cullina LLP)
Peter Rahe - Treasurer (Meyers, Harrison & Pia, LLC)

Board of Directors

Tamar Bakhbava (Minnella, Tramuta, and Edwards, LLC)
Marissa Bigelli, Esq. (Law Office of Marissa L. Bigelli, LLC)
Constance Frontis (New Haven Legal Assistance Association, Inc.)
Sung-Ho Hwang (Law Offices of Sung-Ho Hwang)
Robert Hinton (Pullman & Comley, LLC)
Steven D. Jacobs (Jacobs & Jacobs, LLC)
Philip Kent (Susman, Duffy & Segaloff, P.C.)
Scott Leventhal (LoRicco, Trotta & LoRicco, LLC)
Michael Leone (Halloran & Sage, LLP)
Kim Zarra Wieler (Yale University)
Stacy Votto (Law Office of Stacy Errante Votto, LLC)

Advisory Board

Patricia Kaplan, President
Maria Chiarelli (Chiarelli Law Firm)
Vincent Cervoni (Cervoni Law Office, LLC)
June Gold (GoldLaw, LLC)
Cheryl Heffernan (Farver & Heffernan)
Cheryl Juniewic (Cheryl A. Juniewic, Attorney at Law)
Andrew Knott (Knott & Knott, LLC)

families by funding Foundation grants to Apostle Immigrant
Services and Integrated Refugee & Immigrant Services (IRIS)
to help with them with their invaluable work assisting immigrants and refugees navigate the maze of laws and regulations
they go through on their path to legal status, and help them
establish new homes and new lives in our community. Our
grant to help Connecticut Women’s Education and Legal Fund
(CWEALF) expands their Legal Education Program that benefits the ever-growing population of those who don’t meet economic criteria for free legal assistance but can’t afford a private
lawyer.
Your donations also gave Greater New Haven students an
up-close look at our legal system and perhaps inspired them to
join our profession. The Foundation is proud to provide funding for Law Camp for Teens, a program organized by Public
Service Committee of the New Haven County Bar Association and in collaboration with LEAP (Leadership, Education,
Athletics and Partnership). Law Camp gives young people a
Continued on page 16

Foundation Update

FOUNDATION UPDATE
by Daniel Burns

Y

ou, the sponsors and supporters of
the Foundation of the New Haven
County Bar, deserve a lot of credit. Your
financial contributions to The Foundation make a tangible difference in our
community and it’s time that you get
some recognition for what your money
has accomplished.
This past year, your assistance allowed The Foundation to make grants that support the critically important efforts of non-profit organizations who work
to improve the lives of some of the most vulnerable people
in New Haven County. You helped us make a grant to The
Connecticut Veterans Legal Center to aid their mission to provide legal services to veterans who battle homelessness, mental
illness and unemployment as they recover from the stress of
long deployments in dangerous places and from the trauma of
war. You helped create a welcoming new home for immigrant
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For more information about Wiggin and dana,
please contact William Prout, Jr.
at wprout@wiggin.com or 203.498.4320
At t o r n e y A d v e r t i s i n g

w w w. w i g g i n . c o m
N E W H AV E N I S TA M F O R D I N E W Y O R K I H A R T F O R D
PHILADELPHIA I GREENWICH

Foundation Grants
Connecticut Women’s Education and Legal Fund

The Foundation of the New Haven County Bar (FNHCB) recently approved a donation of $2,500 to Connecticut Women’s
Education and Legal Fund in support of the organization’s Legal Education Program. The Foundation is proud to support the
vital work of Connecticut Women’s Education and Legal Fund and New Reach. These organizations provide critical social and
legal support to the most vulnerable members of our community in times of personal crisis. We are honored to have a part in
helping these organizations and the other agencies that we support in advancing our common mission to improve the lives of
the neediest residents of New Haven County,” said Daniel Burns, President of The Foundation of the New Haven County Bar.
Connecticut Women’s Education and Legal Fund (CWEALF) is a nonprofit agency that was established in 1973. The organization works to advance women's rights and opportunities in Connecticut. To achieve this, CWEALF’s work is divided into three
core programs: Legal Education, Public Policy and Advocacy, and Research and Evaluation.

New Reach

FNHCB President, Daniel Burns, and Executive Director, Julia Baldini, attended New Reach's (formerly New Haven Home
Recovery) 15th Annual Celebration Auction at Anthony's Ocean View to support the organization and present them with a
check for the funds collected through the Foundation's annual Hope for the Holidays collection & Snowball Tournament. Together, these events raised nearly $12,000 which will go to providing housing and support services to women and their children
in New Haven County. FNHCB's support of New Reach makes services available to more individuals in New Haven County.
New Reach helps build hopeful futures for families and individuals who are facing homelessness and poverty. The FNHCB has
been supporting New Reach since 1995. Over this time, the FNHCB has donated over $150,000 to support New Reach’s two
homeless shelters for women and children.
These grants are just two of the many that the FNHCB gives throughout the year; this year the NHCBA members have donated
$26,000 to area organizations. ❂

Comedy Night

FNHCB's Stand-Up For Charity Comedy Show

T

he Foundation of the New Haven County Bar held its
annual Stand-Up for Charity Comedy Show on May 8,
2014. A big thanks to Rick Roberts, the comedians, and The
Russian Lady in New Haven for making it a great night out!
Special thanks to our Sponsors:
The Russian Lady
Murtha Cullina
Faxon Law Group
Halloran & Sage LLP
Koskoff, Koskoff, & Bieder, PC
W. B. Mason
Burns & Nguyen, LLC
Carmody Torrance Sandak & Hennessey LLP
Garcia & Milas
Nuzzo & Roberts LLC
Wolf & Shore, LLC
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New Officers, Award Recipients, continued from page 1
1966 to 1997.
Our new president, Howard K. Levine is a partner at Carmody Torrance Sandak & Hennessey’s litigation group. He
graduated magna cum laude from UConn in 1986 and magna
cum laude from Quinnipiac Law School in 1990.
Chris Wanat, Steve Murphy and the employees at Milano
& Wanat in Branford are being honored with the President’s
Award for their ongoing sponsorship of the annual Softball
Tournament, held each November to kickoff the Hope for the
Holidays collections.
Thirteen members will become honorary members after
50 years of service. They are Peter B. Cooper, the Hon. Thomas J. Corradino, Theodore F. Ells, John W. Hogan, Robert L.
Julianelle, John Knott, David E. Schancupp, Fred D. Sette, H.
William Shure, Henry Silverman, Cheever Tyler and Andrew
M. Ullman. ❂

Practice law
not finance.

Practicing law while managing your business
finances is not an easy balance. That’s why we
have a team of business bankers just for law firms.
They can help you bank, borrow and improve
cash flow quickly and efficiently. So you can spend
more time practicing law instead of finance.
See what it’s like when a bank lives up to your
business needs.
Contact Bruce Davison at 203.328.8105
or bdavison@websterbank.com.

©2014 Webster Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. All rights reserved.
The Webster Symbol and Webster Bank are registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

Looking to expand your client base?
Not sure where to start?

Join the Lawyer Referral Service.

Save the Date
NHCBA ANNUAL
HOLIDAY PARTY
Thursday, December 11, 2014
5:30 - 7:30pm
The Q Club
221 Church Street
New Haven
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The NHCBA fields calls from dozens of clients each week
who seek legal advice from attorneys like you. Bring that
business to your firm by signing up to receive referrals
from the NHCBA. Let us do the ground work for you.
For more information, calltheNHCBA at (203)562-9652or
email Kiernan Michau at kmichau@newhavenbar.org.

Career Law Day

TIME LIMITED
COMING SOON

• Life
• Health
• Disability
• Professional Liability

Contact ISI for further information
call 1-888-474-1959 or visit
http://www.isi1959.com/NHCBA/

President’s Column, continued from page 2
Fitness program. Thank you to all of the members of this dynamic committee for being such a driving force of our Association.
As our Annual Dinner approaches, I am thrilled at this
year’s honorees. Bill Sadek epitomizes the qualities and attributes of kindness and civility that warrant his selection to receive the Yale Sappern Award. Bill Prout is the walking definition of a consummate lawyer who leads by example and is
wholly deserving of the Lifetime Achievement Award. It will
also be a special evening in recognizing Milano & Wanat for
their firm’s continued organization and support in hosting our
Annual Snowball Charity Softball Tournament, which has
benefited so many in need in our community. I am also excited
to hand the gavel over to my friend and colleague, Howard
Levine, and I know that this upcoming year will be truly exceptional under his strong leadership.
In closing, let me thank you for the opportunity to serve as
your president. I thank all of you for your cooperation, dedication and commitment to our Association. I am particularly
grateful to my fellow officers and to our outstanding Executive
Director, Julia Baldini, and her staff of Kristen Alvanson and
Kiernan Michau for their selfless and tireless service and strong

O

n May 2, 2014 the Meriden-Wallingford-Cheshire Section successfully held a Career Law Day for the Meriden Public Schools. In attendance were approximately 70 students from both Platt and Maloney High Schools in Meriden.
Administration and staff were also in attendance. NHCBA
Members Elwyn Brewster Quirk served as a panelist/moderator and Scott Leventhal served as the main event moderator.
Tony Interlandi from the NHCBA Public Service Committee attended as well. There were 8 panelists including: Honorable Judge Kenneth Shluger, Judicial District New Haven
at Meriden; Bob Axelrod, Clerk, Judicial District New Haven
at Meriden; Judge Matthew J. Jalowiec, Probate Court Judge,
Cheshire-Southington Probate Court; Karen Stonoha, Clerk,
Cheshire-Southington Probate Court; Margherita Bergstrand,
Clerk, Cheshire-Southington Probate Court; Joseph J. Marinan Jr., CT State Marshal in Meriden and also former Mayor
of Meriden; Amanda Browne, Paralegal from Meriden; James
R. Turcotte, Supervisory Assistant State Attorney Office, Meriden Superior Court. ❂

support. ❂
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Clerk Appreciation
Luncheon

O

n May 2, 2014 the NHCBA held the 18th Annual Law
Day Clerk Appreciation Luncheon to recognize the hard
work and dedication the clerks of the New Haven Superior
Courts have consistently demonstrated to the attorneys of New
Haven County. Judges, attorneys from sponsoring firms, and
NHCBA members joined the clerks for lunch at The Graduate
Club.

❂

New Haven County
Bar Association's
Leadership Circle
2014
The New Haven County Bar Association gratefully acknowledges
and thanks these generous area law firms for their leadership,
stewardship, and support of association activities.

Champion
Koskoff Koskoff & Bieder, P.C.

Patron

Carmody Torrance Sandak & Hennessey LLP
Wiggin and Dana LLP

Advocate
Attendees at Clerk Appreciation Luncheon

Hinckley Allen
Jacobs & Dow, LLC
Neubert, Pepe & Monteith, P.C.
Nuzzo & Roberts, LLC

Supporter
Law Offices of Buckley & Wynne
Garcia and Milas, P.C.
Littler Mendelson P.C.
Loughlin FitzGerald, P.C.

Friend
Robert Hinton, Julia Baldini, William Sadek

Attendees at Clerk Appreciation Luncheon
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Garrison, Levin-Epstein, Richardson, Fitzgerald
& Pirrotti, P.C.
Joseph L. Rini, Attorney at Law
Knott & Knott, LLC
Law Offices of Sung-Ho Hwang, LLC
Levy, Leff & DeFrank, P.C.
The Pellegrino Law Firm, P.C.
Reid & Riege, P.C.
Winnick Ruben Hoffnung Peabody & Mendel, LLC
Wolf & Shore, LLC
Is your firm interested in joining the Leadership Circle?
If so, please call the NHCBA Office at (203) 562-9652 to
learn more about the benefits of becoming a supporter.

OVER THE COUNTER
News and Information from the Clerks of the New Haven Courts
by Patricia Nielsen, Assistant Clerk, New Haven Superior Court

Practice Book Revisions

Several changes to the Practice Book were adopted in June.
While most of those changes take effect on January 1, 2015,
the changes to sections 2-40 and 2-41 take effect on October
1, 2014. You can see the revisions on the Judicial website at
www.jud.ct.gov.

Small Claims

Effective July 3, 2014, Small Claims hearings are now held in
Courtroom 4E.
Clerk's Office
Congratulations to Assistant Clerk Tara Bartlett and her husband Todd on the birth of their second child Ryan in April.
Congratulations also to Assistant Clerk Michael Lavorgna on
his retirement. He will be missed.

Foreclosure Committee News

Effective July 1st, the committee fee increased from $175 to
$200 per hour. Committee attorneys may also want to make
note of the appellate case Equity One Inc. v. Shivers, 150 Conn

App 745 (2014) which addresses the issue of the bankruptcy
stay and a committee's motion for fees and expenses.
Family E-Filing - It's Coming!
It is expected that in December 2014, e-filing in newly-filed
family matters will be available for the following case types:
dissolution of marriage (F 00), legal separation (F 10), annulment (F20) and civil union - dissolution, legal separation and
annulment (F 50). E-filing will be mandatory for attorneys
and optional for self-represented parties. Along with the rollout of family e-filing, filers will see some enhancements to the
functions and appearance of some screens in e-filing. Presentation/question and answer sessions on family e-filing will take
place in each Judicial District later this fall. Attorneys may also
want to review the E-File Frequently Asked Questions section
in the E-Services section of the Judicial website. (www.jud.
ct.gov) This section answers a lot of the most commonly asked
questions including the technical requirements. People with
questions are also welcome to contact Alice Mastrony either
by email at alice.mastrony@jud.ct.gov or by phone at (860)
706-5321.

❂

Have you been looking to build your online presence? Try New Haven Lawyer Finder, the New Haven County Bar Association’s online referral service.
Attract new clients, free for six months.
The New Haven Lawyer Finder free membership is
designed to give all of our members a chance to experience the benefits of a New Haven Lawyer Finder
profile.

Join us for a free informational NHLF Luncheon
at Carmen Anthony Steakhouse on Wednesday,
October 15, 2014. Call or email to register!

Current NHCBA members will have until December 31 to request their free New Haven Lawyer Finder membership, and new members will have the option to request the
New Haven Lawyer Finder membership when they join. The free membership will begin on the next launch date (new profiles will be activated on the 15th of each month)
and last for six consecutive months, at which point the attorney will have the option to continue the New Haven Lawyer Finder membership at the standard rate of $125
per month.

Call (203)562-9652 or email NHCBAinfo@newhavenbar.org today to request your free trial!
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Young Lawyers

YOUNG LAWYERS UPDATE
by Lisamaria T. Proscino

T

oday I am gazing out into the horizon, thinking of the
upcoming year and all that I hope to achieve as President
of the New Haven Young Lawyers (“NHYL”). Looking back
on the last year, I am reminded that I have some big shoes to
fill. Through the guidance and leadership of our past president, Stacey Pitcher, the NHYL had a successful and productive year. From law school outreach programs, to public service
events, to young professional happy hours, we tried to diversify
ourselves so that we could reach as many new lawyers as possible. Although I may be biased, I like to think that we did a very
good job of achieving that goal.

Looking forward, I intend on building upon the foundation that has been set not only by Stacey, but by all of the
past presidents (and their supportive executive boards!). In the
upcoming weeks, keep a look out for our Young Lawyers KickOff Event in October – I hope to see as many Young Lawyers
there as we have in years past. Additionally, with the holidays
fast approaching, the NHYL will be participating in the Horn
of Plenty food and clothing drive to benefit the Downtown
Evening Soup Kitchen in November, followed by our Toys for
Tots drive and Hope for the Holidays Snowball Tournament to
benefit New Haven Home Recovery.
We also will continue our law school outreach programs
through the Quinnipiac University School of Law Information fair and the new admittee swearing in at the Capitol in
November and June. My favorite event, Legal Jeopardy, will
also be making a return next Spring – don’t miss out on the
opportunity to cheer on the judges of the Superior Court, your
colleagues, your former law school professors and the upcoming crop of new lawyers!
I am excited to see what this year has in store for the NHYL
and I invite any lawyersunder the age of 36 or who have been
practicing for less than 6 years to join us! ❂

Editor's Column, continued from page 2
for positions on municipal or state boards; Skip Falcone on
the closest golf courses to frequent between legislative sessions, Ray Garcia on a Board of Education could guarantee that new schools aren’t built on landfills or swamps (e.g.
Hillhouse and Wilbur Cross), Vinny Cervoni doing background music during contentious debate. Rick Roberts could
lighten the mood with some recent Pirate jokes (Arrggh!).
I always found that holding political office is an honor,
and the thrill of being elected by your constituents can only
be equated to a jury returning a verdict in your client’s favor.
At least, that’s how I felt when I won. The polls close and who
knows what the voters have done: the jury retires and who
knows what the verdict will be. And if you lose either the election or the jury vote, you put on your big-boy pants and go
back to work. Work! But times have changed, and too many
candidates enter the fray looking to make a livelihood out of
politics, essentially peddling the influence they have, or believe
they have, from their ties to government.
I’d support a constitutional amendment mandating term
limits for all political jobs. Short term limts. Infuse fresh blood
into the system on a regular basis. Open seats for young people. Short terms should preclude or minimize influence peddling. Make it unpopular for politics to be a full-time job.
The fault is really ours, as lawyers. There are lawyers in the
General assembly, on Boards of Selectman and various commissions, but not nearly enough. Fewer than in the past, and
fewer young people. Hourly billing requirements, family commitments, or lack of confidence may preclude many from this
tack, but public service is our obligation.
Want an adrenalin rush that is less dangerous than sky diving or bungee jumping? Run for office. Want to meet people,
make new friends? Don’t blame six term legislators for being
jaded, stale, or unimaginative. Be part of the process of government yourself. Give it up when you are ready, but at least
put your feet in the water where many well-respected lawyers
have gone. Be part of our tradition of public service. And roust
the career politicians who have made it a full-time job. But, as
Arthur says, don’t make it your full-time job. ❂

Public Service Committee
Diaper Bank Update!
The Public Service Committee has been administering the
2014 Law Firm Partner of the Month program to benefit The
Diaper Bank. Each month a firm has collected diapers, baby
wipes, baby creams/lotions and cash donations. There is still
time to particpate. Contact the PSC for more details or to sign
up as a Law Firm Partner. The PSC Co-Chairs are Tony Interlandi at (860) 828-2166 or Joe Solimene at (203) 687-4113.
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The NHCBA PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMITTE is always looking for
Soup Kitchen Volunteers
Contact tony@interlandilaw.com if you are interested.

A Lesson From A Master, continued from page 7
Fortunately, within our parish community is Jim Perillo.
Jim was, for much of his career, Director of the now departed
Veterans Memorial Coliseum. Both before and after that, he
was an exceptional Math teacher, first in West Haven and more
recently in Guilford. Now, neither career would appear relevant to the project at hand. But those of us who know teachers remember that there are months during the summer when
teachers, always poorly paid, need to pick up extra income.
For some it’s tutoring; for others it’s realty; and for still others,
it’s landscaping. Well, for Jim it was trees. For a long number
of years he worked up high without a net. He worked long,
long hours every summer making sure that when the hurricanes hit in the fall, branches wouldn’t end up in Mrs. Wilcox’s
living room or Mr. Fensic’s surgar maple wouldn’t fall across
his driveway or on his power lines.
Well, Jim’s days of climbing are behind him. But the “how
to” hasn’t left. And as it turns out, teaching geometry didn’t
hurt either. That’s what I learn as I watch him direct the energetic and unskilled men who instinctively fall under his direction. I can’t do justice to what he did. You had to see it.
But it involves putting ropes around branches and having the
ropes pulled one way while the guys with the chainsaws cut
another way. And miraculously, the branches fall exactly where
he wants them, which by his design are places where no one is
standing. It is a work of art.
Remember how, when you were a kid, you would watch
steam shovels—do they still have them or, if so, do they still
call them that?—and bulldozers as they did what they do, creating things that were not there before? And all this right before your eyes. Well, you watch Jim directing this and it’s like
turning a mud puddle into a swimming pool. At the end of the
day the tree is down. No windows broken. No roof collapsed.
The project is completed. And the inside of the broom closet
looks like the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. Not quite the loaves
and the fishes, but a job well done.
Watching anyone do something well is always interesting
and it always makes an impression. It’s like, Wow. So that’s
how it’s done... Tragically, Jim passed away recently. He’s left
many good, good friends and many memories. One of the best
of those memories is the day he showed us the right way to take
a tree down. Once a teacher, always a teacher. ❂

Volunteer Opportunities
The NHCBA sponsors projects to benefit local charities and
provides opportunities for members to volunteer for community
service, many of which are coordinated by our Public Service
Committee or in conjunction with our charitable partner organization, The Foundation of the New Haven County Bar. Check
the Volunteer Section on the NHCBA website for current opportunities.

www.newhavenbar.org

Politics Matter

Philip Kent, FNHCB Board Member, addresses students at Politcs Matter

Speakers and Panelists with NHCBA Executive Director Julia Baldini (R)

O

n Tuesday, April 22, 2014 the NHCBA's Public Service Committee held Politics Matter in the Quinnipiac University School of Law's Grand Courtroom in Hamden.
120 New Haven County high school students participated in
a panel discussion with distinguished guests from across the
political spectrum that addressed the importance of getting involved in the political process early, often, and in a sustained
way. Panelists included: Mayor Scott Jackson of Hamden; John
Dankosky, WNPR host; Jennifer Alexander, CEO of ConnCan; Mike Freda, first Selectman - North Haven; Isaias T.
Diaz, former Chairman of the Connecticut Latino and Puerto
Rican Affairs Commission; and Samaia Hernandez, Governor
Malloy's press secretary. Brad Saxton, Professor of Law and
Dean Emeritus, moderated the event.❂
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Lunch with a Judge

ANNUAL SERVICE
OF REMEMBRANCE
SET FOR NOVEMBER 6
Carrying the annual torch from his father Richard
Jacobs, Steve Jacobs will take over organizing the annual Service of Remembrance. Set for November 6,
2014 the function which recalls members who passed
away during the past year, attracts a diverse group
of NHCBA and is a unique and beloved tradition
within our Bar. As in the past, judges sitting in New
Haven are anticipated to attend along with NHCBA
members and families of deceased members.
Call the NHCBA at (203) 562-9652 for more information.

Judge Angela Robinson, Presiding Judge for Civil Court, with attendees

I

n 2014, the NHCBA Court Relations Committee hosted
two Lunch with A Judge events.

Foundation Update, continued from page 8

First, an informal luncheon with the Honorable Angela
Robinson, Presiding Judge for Civil Court, at the Graduate
Club on April 3, 2014. NHCBA Immediate Past President,
Sung-Ho Hwang, introduced Judge Robinson who addressed
the attendees. Judge Robinson's speech was followed by the
opportunity for NHCBA members to ask her questions and
bring up concerns.
The second Lunch with A Judge took place on May 22,
2014 and featured the Honorable Julie Manning, United
States Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Connecticut. The
event was well-attended as NHBCA members wanted the opportunity to hear the Judge speak about her background and

chance to learn hands-on about the law and its institutions by
participating in a mock trial while working with real lawyers
and judges as coaches and mentors. Law Camp has grown since
its founding in 2012 by Hon. Angela Robinson and NHCBA
Immediate Past President Sung Ho Hwang, creating a richer
experience for more students year after year, an experience you
made possible.
With your sponsorships, contributions and attendance at
our events, you’ve done so much more than space allows me to
say. Please take a moment to learn about all the good for our
community your support for The Foundation brings by visiting our website at www.fnhcb.org.
On behalf of all of our Directors, Advisors and volunteers,
I thank you for your continued generosity and faith in the mis-

ask questions.❂

sion of The Foundation for the New Haven County Bar. ❂

ASK-A-LAWYER
NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
NHCBA is signing up attorneys for our Ask A
Lawyer clinics in New Haven, East Haven, Branford, North Branford, Northford, and Yale.
Contact Kiernan Michau

at kmichau@newhavenbar.org if you are interested.
16

Liberty Bell Winter Gala

FNHCB Officers and Board of Directors along with NHCBA
President Robert Hinton and Executive Director Julia Baldini

Jennifer DelMonico, FNHCB former Secretary and Gala Committee
Chair and FNHCB President Daniel Burns during ceremony

Dr. Henry C. Lee presented with the Liberty Bell Award

T

he Foundation of the New Haven County Bar held its
annual Liberty Bell Winter Gala at The New Haven
Lawn Club on Saturday, February 1, 2014. At the event, the
FNHCB presented Dr. Henry C. Lee with the 2014 Liberty
Bell Award. As a forensic scientist, Dr. Lee's work has made
him a landmark in modern-day criminal investigations. He has
been a prominent player in many of the most challenging cases
of the last 50 years. Prior to the cocktail and gala reception, Dr.
Lee gave a talk titled Lessons Learned from Famous Cases which
was well attended by gala goers, students and the public. ❂

Dr. Henry C. Lee giving a talk titled "Lessons Learned
from Famous Cases" prior to the gala
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ÆÆÆ

The
BRIEF CASE
NEWS ABOUT NHCBA MEMBERS

NEWS

New Haven's Judge Beverly Hodgson and Judge Jonathan
Silbert were named as charter members of the Connecticut
Chapter of the National Academy of Distinguished Neutrals
this month. NADN is the nation's premier invitation-only association of civil-trial mediators and arbitrators, all of whom
are recognized for excellence in the practice of mediation and
arbitration. In July 2014, NADN launched a free local Bar
website at www.ConnMediators.org, allowing law firms to review in-depth bios and to view Available Dates calendars online for 11 of the state's most widely respected neutrals. "We're
delighted to welcome Judge Hodgson and Judge Silbert to
the Academy," commented Darren Lee, Executive Director of
NADN.
NHCBA Past President Margaret P. "Penny" Mason, partner at LeClairRyan in New Haven, was awarded the Edward
F. Hennessey Professionalism Award during the CBA Annual Luncheon on Monday, June 16 as part of the Connecticut
Legal Conference at the Connecticut Convention Center in
Hartford.
President Barack Obama has nominated NHCBA Treasurer
Victor Bolden to the federal bench and he appeared before
the Senate Judiciary Committee on July 29, 2014 as part of the
nomination process.
Adam V. Maiocco, a Trumbull resident and attorney with the
New Haven law firm of Neubert, Pepe & Monteith, P.C. was
recently appointed to the Town of Trumbull Charter Revision
Commission. Mr. Maiocco states that he welcomes the opportunity to serve on the Charter Revision Commission, noting
that it is a unique opportunity to make a positive difference in
his hometown.
The Connecticut Law Tribune has included an article entitled,
"State Ponders Ways To Offer Low-Cost Legal Services" in
the current issue (Vol. 40, No. 15) on the creation of a new
Modest/Moderate Means workgroup. The Workgroup on
Modest/Moderate Means was created in January at the recommendation of the Judicial Branch's Access to Justice Program.
Comprised of nine members, the work group is co-chaired by
former New Haven Legal Assistance Association director and
Past President of the NHCBA, Pat Kaplan, and NHCBA Executive Committee Member Christopher Nelson, a partner in
Nelson | Votto in New Haven.
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ON THE MOVE ÆÆÆ

Attorney S. Max Simmons will join Attorney Diane Polan as
her partner and the firm will now be known as Polan & Simmons, LLC. The firm will continue to focus its practice on criminal defense in federal and state courts, criminal appeals, and
federal civil rights litigation.
The law firm of Neubert, Pepe & Monteith, P.C., currently
with offices in Fairfield CT, New Haven CT and White Plains
NY, has recently expanded their Fairfield office located at 2150
Post Road, Fairfield, CT. The firm doubled their square footage, now enjoying larger office space and updated amenities.
Neubert, Pepe & Monteith has had a local presence in Fairfield
County since 1996, establishing an office within a few years after
their founding in New Haven in 1993.

CLASSIFIEDS

Office sublet in a class A office building in New Haven. Spacious, attractive offices located in downtown New Haven
near courthouses; includes conference room and two offices
(approximately 1,035 sq. feet). Please email all inquiries to
mcockey@susmanduffy.com.
Office Share or Lease in New Haven: One to two legal offices
in historic, renovated mansion at 110 Whitney Avenue. Includes parking, use of conference and waiting rooms, library,
etc. Or not. Call Diane Ruben at Winnick Ruben Hoffnung
Peabody & Mendel, LLC. (203) 772-4400 ext. 302
Office Space for Rent - 27 Elm St., New Haven - unique setting - 2700 ft.² Can be set up as three law offices or individual
offices - with off street parking - two blocks from courthouse.
Contact Joe Mirrione - (203) 562 - 4386.
Employment Opportunity - Jacobs & Dow, LLC, New Haven, is seeking highly qualified lawyer with 3 + years Connecticut litigation experience to join med mal and complex
personal injury trial practice. Unusual "first chair," potentially
long-term opportunity in focused, established, collegial firm.
Salary commensurate; benefits excellent; terms negotiable. Resume and writing sample to jkatz@jacobslaw.com.

BABIES...BABIES...BABIES

Congratulations to The Foundation of the New Haven County Bar Board of Directors member Tamar Bakhbava and her
family on the birth of their daughter, Natalia.
Congratulations to The Foundation of the New Haven County Bar Board of Directors member Mike Leone and his family
on the birth of their son Grant born on April 1, 2014.
Congratulations to NHCBA Executive Committee member
Joshua Hecht and his family on the birth of their daughter
Tahlia born on February 28, 2014.

44
4
total attendees

4
4

Marble Columns newsletter,
Marble Bytes

volunteer lawyers

14

$ K
4
$1

grant to
to

Workshops

& NHYL section

s

Number attended: 248

19

New Haven County Bar Association
171 Orange Street, 2nd Floor
New Haven, CT 06510

STANDARD
PRESORT
US POSTAGE PAID
NEW HAVEN, CT
PERMIT # 415

UPCOMING
NHCBA EVENTS
Inc.
1907

September
24 –
26–

Land Use Committee Lunch and Learn, The 		
Graduate Club, 1:00 p.m.
Happy Hour, 5:30 p.m., TBD

October
2–
15 –

NHCBA Annual Dinner, Anthony's Ocean 		
View, 5:30 p.m.
New Haven Lawyer Finder Luncheon, Carmen
Anthony Steakhouse

18–
21–
30 –

Yale Tailgate Party & Football Game
Executive Committee Meeting
Info. Technology Lunch and Learn, Long Wharf
Maritime Center, 12:00 p.m.

Novemember
6–
18–
19–

Service of Remembrance, Superior Courthouse,
9:00 a.m.
Executive Committee Meeting
Foundation Board Meeting

December
11 –

NHCBA Annual Holiday Party, The Q Club, 		
5:30 p.m.

