
RUNNING A RUNNING A 
TRIGTRIG--STAR PROGRAMSTAR PROGRAM

Presented By: Presented By: 
Aundrea HayesAundrea Hayes March 21st 2005March 21st 2005
RBF ConsultingRBF Consulting



Today WeToday We’’ll Learn How To:ll Learn How To:

Prepare and run a Trig-Star program 
at the LOCALLOCAL level.

Coordinate a Trig-Star program at a 
STATESTATE level.

Integrate the program with materials 
that promote the survey profession to 
high school students.



Goals Of TrigGoals Of Trig--StarStar
Honor high school students who have 
superior skills in math.
Acquaint high school students of how 
trigonometry relates to the surveying 
profession.
Build an awareness of surveying as a 
profession among:

Math skilled high school students
Career guidance counselors
High school math teachers.



Why Is TrigWhy Is Trig--Star Important?Star Important?
Fewer and fewer surveyors are 
coming into the profession.
Programs are being shut down due 
to funding or lack of interest.
Who’s responsibility is it to make 
sure there are more surveyors in 
the profession?



What Do Students Think?What Do Students Think?
Ask the students what they 
think surveying is.

Most high school students 
only think of field surveying.
Show them there are more 
duties of a surveyor then 
just being in the field.

Surveying vs. Geomatics 
Engineering
Technology



How To Run A How To Run A 
TrigTrig--Star ProgramStar Program

At The LOCAL LevelAt The LOCAL Level



ItIt’’s Easy, Fun & Rewarding:s Easy, Fun & Rewarding:
Forms are available on the web:

http://www.acsm.net/trigstar/index.html
State coordinators are able to help.
Pre-made:

Videos 
Power point shows
CD’s
Pamphlets
Flyers
Posters Sponsor 

Resources



Sponsor Resources:Sponsor Resources:
(Forms are available in PDF and MSWord format)

Awards and Testing 
Dates
Preparation for the 
Contest
Suggested Guidelines
Administering the Local 
Contest
Local Contest Rules
Contest Report

News Release
Trig-Star Policies
Clip Art
Video
Printable Certificate
11x17 Trig-Star Poster
Plaque Order Form
“Surveying:  A Fun 
Career”



General Outline:General Outline:
Suggested Schedule / Checklist
(Timing will vary depending on each school’s schedule)

November:Contact School
December:Find possible sponsors and turn in applications
January: Get presentation info in order and set date to give 

test/presentation.
February: Give presentation and set date and time for exam.
March: Give exam, schedule time to award winners, and 

give teacher the “Teacher Evaluation Form”.
April: Submit the following items to the state 

coordinator: (Original tests, Copies of cover sheet, 
Contest report, Teacher evaluation form.)



November:November:
Contacting The SchoolContacting The School

Teachers
Parents
Vice Principals
Math Chair positions
Ask to speak at a math 
department meeting
Attend math teachers 
conferences



Getting The Teachers On Board:Getting The Teachers On Board:
Possible Problems:

Teachers don’t want to 
give up class time.
Don’t see how this can 
help them or the school.

Solutions:
Sell the idea of how Trig-
Star can be beneficial for 
the school.
Some states have 
included Trig-Star 
discussions in continuing 
education sessions. 
Having the test or the 
presentation on a 
weekend.
Referral letters from 
other teachers.



Selling Surveying To Students:Selling Surveying To Students:
Possible summer jobs
Internship
Demand for surveyors are so great, finding a 
job after graduating is almost guaranteed.
Graduating LOAN FREE!

$66,000 was given out last year to students 
attending survey programs.



December:December:
TrigTrig--Star ApplicationStar Application

Additional sponsors

Send sponsorship 
application form to NSPS 
& the State Coordinator.

Site License 



January:January:
Set date to give classroom 
presentation.
Post flyer
Gather materials and ideas 
for the presentation.



February:February:
Give the classroom presentation.
Talk about upcoming Trig Star exam.
Arrange date and time of the exam.
Contact the local news.



March:March:

Administer the Trig Star Exam.
Schedule a time to return to 
formally announce winners.
If possible, find local news to 
be there to take pictures & 
write article.
Give the teacher a copy of the 
“Teacher Evaluation Form”.



Scoring The TestsScoring The Tests

The student with the 
highest score and fastest 
time is the winner.  
Both the time and the high 
score are reported to the 
Trig-Star Coordinator to 
determine the State Winner 
and Runner-up.



April:April:
Submit the following items to 
the state coordinator:

Original tests of the First, 
Second, and Third place 
winners.
Copies of each student’s test 
cover sheet.
Contest report sheet.
Teacher evaluation form.



Announcing The Local WinnersAnnouncing The Local Winners
Certificates
Donations ($$)
Plaques



How To Run A How To Run A 
TrigTrig--Star ProgramStar Program

At The STATE LevelAt The STATE Level



Determining The State Winner:Determining The State Winner:

State test scores are compared by using the same rules 
as you would to determine the local winner.
The winner will be awarded a prize & trophy. (different in 
every state)
The winner of the State will go on to take the National 
Test.

# Score Time High School 
Rank

Student Name Chapter High School Name

1 100 49.00 1st Sam Wilson Central Coast Mission College Prep. High
2 95 56.14 1st Brian E. Adams Adopt A School Durham High
3 90 30.01 1st Dan Desmand Orange County Trabuco Hills High
4 90 36.20 2nd Nickolas Alvarado Orange County Trabuco Hills High
5 90 51.30 1st Sean Crosby Sonoma County Analy High
6 90 60.00 1st Austin Hendrix Sonoma County Santa Rosa High
7 80 21.30 3rd James Bankowski Orange County Trabuco Hills High
8 80 36.34 1st Brandon Dietz Sacramento Region Elk Grove High
9 80 40.54 2nd Jason Schukraft Adopt A School Durham High

10 80 41.35 2nd Henning Roedel Sonoma County Analy High

Trig-Star State Results - 2004
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Determining The National Winner:Determining The National Winner:

In July the Trig-Star Committee meets to grade 
all national exams.
The top three students are awarded prize money.

Upon their graduation from high school.

The teacher of the student who wins at the 
national level is also given prize money. 



Surveying Is A Great Career:Surveying Is A Great Career:
Show students why you chose to 
be surveyors.
Trig-Star is a rewarding way to get 
involved and hopefully help 
encourage students to become 
surveyors.


