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NSPS Government Affairs Update 

Prepared by  

Miller/Wenhold Capitol Strategies, LLC 

NSPS Government Affairs Consultants, Advisors & Lobbyist 

March 2022 
 

This report, prepared for the March 2022 NSPS Board of Directors and Government Affairs Committee meetings, 

provides an update on issues and activities in the NSPS Government Affairs program, as provided by Miller/Wenhold 

Capitol Strategies, LLC, the NSPS government affairs consultants.  

 

January 2022 marked John Palatiello’s 40 years in the association management profession. It was on January 18, in 1982, 

that John's first walked in the door of the American Congress on Surveying and Mapping (ACSM), predecessor of NSPS, 

at its headquarters in Falls Church, VA to be the first Joint Government Affairs Director of ACSM and the American 

Society of Photogrammetry (ASP). That began a 40-year career in association management in service to the surveying, 

mapping, geospatial, architecture, and engineering field that continues today as Government Affairs Advisor and 

Consultant to NSPS, among work with several other surveying, mapping and engineering organizations. 

 

We’re also honored that John “JB” Byrd of our firm, the registered lobbyist for NSPS, was recognized as a top lobbyist 

for 2020 and 2021 by the National Institute for Lobbying and Ethics (NILE) in part for his advocacy for the surveying 

profession before Congress and Federal agencies. 

 

On January 3, 2022, the Board of Directors of the National Society of Professional Surveyors (NSPS) announced the 

appointment of Timothy W. Burch, PLS, as its new Executive Director.  Miller/Wenhold was pleased to host Mr. Burch at 

its offices on February 3 to congratulation him on his selection, provide an orientation on NSPS government affairs issues, 

plan priorities for the 2022 session of Congress as well as Federal agency activity, and identify key issues for NSPS 

members to advocate upon during the NSPS Day on the Hill on March 30.  Also participating in this meeting was 

Executive Director Emeritus Curt Sumner and Government Affairs Committee Chairman Pat Smith. 

 

On March 17, 2022, Mr. Smith announced he would step down as Government Affairs Committee Chairman.  

Miller/Wenhold would like to thank Curt and Pat for their service to NSPS and the surveying profession. It has been a 

pleasure working with these two professionals.  They have been supportive, dedicated, visionary, responsive, and 

effective.  They have made our job in support of NSPS easier, and a delight. 

 

 

Major NSPS Highlights Since April 2021 

 

• Secured a “geomatics” provision referencing land surveyors in the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), 

P.L. 117-58. 

• Helped to introduce the FEMA flood mapping reform IMAGES Act in the House, and FIRM IT Act in both the 

House and Senate. 

• Helped to introduce the FLAIR Act, the FIRESHEDS Act, and MAPLand Act in the both the House and Senate. 

• Won a $5 million appropriation amendment in the House on the Interior appropriations bill for FY2022, providing 

for USGS to begin a National Land Level Change (NLLC) Map measuring land subsidence. 

• Secured report language in the Consolidated Appropriations Act of FY2022, P.L. 117-103, for $3 million for 

NOAA’s Digital Coast program, nearly a $5 million increase for USGS 3DEP, and increases for both USGS 

Streamgages and FEMA NFIP flood mapping. 

• Secured a provision in the House Financial Services and General Government Funding bill for FY2022, 

prohibiting the General Services Administration (GSA) from awarding or facilitating the award of any contract 

for the provision of architectural, engineering, and related services including surveying and mapping in a manner 

inconsistent with the Brooks Act; secured report language in the Consolidated Appropriations Act of FY2022, 

P.L. 117-103. 
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• Participated in a news conference with Senator James Inhofe (R-OK) at the U.S. Capitol in support of the 

RETAIN Act, NSPS-supported legislation to preserve GPS from signal and spectrum interference, particularly 

from Ligado (formerly LightSquared). 

• Assisted with drafting a letter to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on the status and structure of professional land 

surveyors employed by the Corps. 

• Conducted several virtual webinars to mobilize NSPS members on the House and Senate RETAIN Act. 

• Provided a comprehensive database of legislation affecting surveying and pending in the 2022 session of all 50 

state legislatures. 

• Presented on Ligado’s Damage to the Surveying Profession before the National Academies of Science (NAS) 

panel authorized in the 2021 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). 

 

NSPS 2022 Virtual “Day on the Hill” Issues & Planning 

 

On March 30, NSPS will host a virtual “NSPS Day on the Hill” to match surveyors with their state’s Congressional 

delegation for a series of web-conference meetings. In these meetings, NSPS members will be educating Congressmen, 

Senators, and their staff on the three issues: 1) Design Professional Occupational Licensing; 2) Improvement in the status 

and structure of surveying, mapping, and geospatial engineering in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; and 3) Reform of 

FEMA’s National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) surveying and mapping. For those NSPS members who will be in 

Arlington, Virginia for the NSPS Spring Meeting, a final training session will be held at the hotel on Tuesday, March 29 

at 6:00 pm EDT. NSPS hosted a training webinar on March 21 to prepare all participants for their Congressional 

meetings. Miller/Wenhold created a landing page on the web for registration and information. 

 

The voice of the surveying profession will be heard loud and clear in Congress as NSPS members plan to visit “virtually” 

with members of their Congressional delegations as part of the virtual NSPS Day on the Hill. More than 40 NSPS 

members from 24 states plan to visit with more than 100 members of the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives and 

their staff to discuss the three highlighted issues above before the 117th Congress. 

 

NSPS Government Affairs Issues 

 

Appropriations/CR/Shutdown 

 

On March 15, the Consolidated Appropriations Act for FY2022, Public Law 117-103, was enacted to extend overall 

government funding for the remainder of the fiscal year and avoided any lapse in contractor tasking or services, or federal 

funding to Federal agencies or recipients of Federal funds at the state and local levels. the Biden Administration released 

its FY 2023 budget request to Congress on Monday, March 28. 

 

COVID 

 

The NSPS “Day on the Hill” on Wednesday, March 30, will once again be virtual, inasmuch as Congress is still 

essentially closed to the public. NSPS is part of a large and diverse group advocating for the reopening of Congress by 

returning to normal citizen access to the Capitol Building, as well as the House and Senate office buildings. In March, 

more than 250 organizations and individuals, including NSPS, delivered a letter to the House and Senate leadership asking 

that Capitol Hill be reopened for meetings, appointments, and hearings. This campaign is working and there is now 

considerable discussion about such a reopening, with many members of Congress advocating a relaxation of rules and 

limitations so the American people can exercise their First Amendment right to “petition the Government for a redress of 

grievances". 

 

Department of Commerce 

 

Climate Change/Sea Level Rise 

In February, NOAA released the Sea Level Rise Technical Report providing the most up-to-date sea level rise projections 

available for all U.S. states and territories. This multi-agency effort, representing the first update since 2017, offers 

projections out to the year 2150 and information to help communities assess potential changes in average tide heights and 

https://nsmith965.wixsite.com/nsps
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height-specific threshold frequencies as they strive to adapt to sea level rise. Subsidence is referenced 36 times in the 

report. 

 

Digital Coast 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act for FY2022, P.L. 117-103, included report language providing $3 million for the 

Digital Coast program in its first year of authorization. 

 

FLOODS Act 

On February 26, 2021, the leadership of the House Science Committee introduced H.R. 1438, the Flood Level 

Observation, Operations, and Decision Support (FLOODS) Act, a bill to establish a National Integrated Flood Information 

System, primarily in NOAA. NSPS was listed as a supporter of the bill in news releases issued by lead House sponsor 

Rep. Mikie Sherrill (D-NJ) and the Science Committee. S. 558, the companion bill, passed the Senate on September 30 

and is now being held at the Speaker’s Desk. 

 

PRECIP Act 

On November 16, the House Science Committee reported H.R. 1437, the Providing Research and Estimates of Changes in 

Precipitation (PRECIP) Act out of Committee. The bill will update out-of-date precipitation data in the U.S. by providing 

NOAA with consistent funding to collect data and conduct studies. The bill provides critical updates to extreme 

precipitation data to help improve the understanding of how changing precipitation patterns affect flood risk. Included is a 

NSPS-initiated provision calling for “in-situ, airborne, and space-based observation requirements, that could enhance 

precipitation estimation and development of models, including an examination of the use of geographic information 

systems and geospatial technology for integration, analysis, and visualization of precipitation data”. NSPS was listed as a 

supporter of the bill in news releases issued by lead House sponsor Rep. Mikie Sherrill (D-NJ) and the Science 

Committee. S. 3043, the companion bill is pending before the Senate Commerce Committee.  This bill is in part the result 

of a hearing Rep. Sherrill held on February 27, 2020 on “An Examination of Federal Flood Maps in a Changing Climate” 

at which Ryan R. Branfort, PLS, GISP, Senior Vice President of Wilson & Company, Inc., Engineers & Architects, 

Salina, KS testified.  

 

Survey Foot 

In October 2020, the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and the National Geodetic Survey (NGS), 

National Ocean Service (NOS), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), announced a final decision 

and rule to deprecate use of the “U.S. survey foot” on December 31, 2022. Beginning on January 1, 2023, the U.S. survey 

foot should not be used and will be superseded by the “international foot” definition (i.e., 1 foot = 0.3048 meter exactly) 

in all applications. The international foot is currently used throughout the U.S. for a large majority of applications and is 

typically referred to as simply the “foot.” Over time this terminology will become more prevalent in land surveying and 

mapping communities. Either the term “foot” or “international foot” may be used, as required for clarity in technical 

applications.  

 

Department of Defense 

 

WRDA 

NSPS will be focusing on the 2022 WRDA during the NSPS Day on the Hill planned for March 30. On January 12, the 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Representatives and the Senate Committee on 

Environment and Public Works held their initial hearings respectively to explore the 2022 Water Resources Development 

Act (WRDA). The committee received testimony from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on the administration’s 

priorities for a new WRDA for 2022 from U.S. Army Corps of Engineers witnesses General Scott Spellmon and Assistant 

Secretary of the Army for Civil Works Michael Connor. On January 19, 2021, NSPS sent a letter to the U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers on the status and structure of professional land surveyors employed by the Corps. 

 

NDAA 

The 2022 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) was signed into law (P.L. 117-81) on December 27, 2021. Section 

1613 requires the Department of Defense and the National Security Council to host a briefing on potential harmful 

interference to Global Positioning System (GPS) at the highest level of classification to the Department of Commerce and 

the Federal Communications Commission on the harmful interference from the 1525 to 1559 megahertz bands and 1626.5 

to 1660.5 megahertz bands to GPS or other tactical Department of Defense systems as a result of the 2020 FCC approval 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/10/05/2020-21902/deprecation-of-the-united-states-us-survey-foot?utm_medium=email&utm_source=GovDelivery


 4 

of the Ligado Order. The Secretary of Defense would be required to provide the same briefing to congressional 

committees with jurisdiction over the Defense and Commerce departments. 

 

Department of Homeland Security/FEMA 

 

FEMA/NFIP Reform 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act of FY2022, P.L. 117-103, extended FEMA’s NFIP until September 30, 2022, and 

funded it at $275 million. 

 

NSPS will be focusing on the FEMA’s NFIP during the NSPS Day on the Hill planned for March 30. In June 2021, NSPS 

worked with Reps. Vicente Gonzalez (D-TX) and Alex Mooney (R-WV) to reintroduce the “Improvement of Mapping, 

Addresses, Geography, Elevations, and Structures (IMAGES) Act (H.R. 4088) with numerous mapping reforms in the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) program, the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) that NSPS 

secured in H.R. 3167 in the 116th Congress. 

 

On November 21, eight bipartisan senators led by Sen. Bob Menendez (D-NJ) introduced a bill, S. 3128, extending 

FEMA’s National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) for five years to 2026. The bill ends FEMA reliance on antiquated 

flood maps and authorizes the use of Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) technology for more accurate mapping of 

flood risk (which FEMA already does in partnership with the USGS 3DEP program); authorizes partnerships with other 

agencies or private entities to facilitate mapping; and establishes a dynamic, database-derived digital display environment 

for building specific flood risk information. Prior to the introduction of S. 3128, NSPS lobbyist John “JB” Byrd met with 

the staff of Senator Menendez on the role of the surveying profession in the NFIP flood map process. Menendez is chair 

the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs, which has jurisdiction over the FEMA flood insurance 

program. Click here for a section-by-section summary of the bill. 

 

In July 2021, Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL) and Rep. Bill Posey (R-FL) introduced the Flood Insurance Rate Map Interagency 

Technology (FIRM IT) Act (S. 2418/H.R. 4605). NSPS and FSMS were quoted in the Senate news release. 

This bicameral legislation would direct FEMA to consult with the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD), the USGS, and 

NOAA in order to obtain the most up-to-date information relevant to NFIP rate maps. This will provide Americans who 

utilize NFIP, with the most accurate data for flood hazard identification. Rubio and Posey first introduced this legislation 

in April 2019. 

 

In August 2021, FEMA unveiled programs to allow communities to apply for nearly $5 billion to increase their 

preparedness in advance of climate-related extreme weather events, disasters, and improve their ability to recover after 

these events. In particular, FEMA announced $1 billion in funding for its Building Resilient Infrastructure and 

Communities (BRIC) program for Fiscal Year 2021. This new program, launched in 2020, provides grants to states, local 

communities, tribes, and territories to proactively reduce their vulnerability to natural hazard events before they occur, and 

make themselves and the nation more resilient, and $3.46 billion in funding for its Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. The 

states, tribes, and territories that received a major disaster declaration in response to the COVID-19 pandemic will be 

eligible to receive 4% of the disaster costs related to their declaration to invest in mitigation projects that will help better 

prepare and protect communities from natural disasters and the impacts of climate change; and $160 million in funding 

for its Flood Mitigation Assistance grant program for Fiscal Year 2021 to reduce or eliminate the risks of repetitive flood 

damage to homes and buildings insured by the NFIP. 

 

Department of the Interior 

 

USGS Leadership 

In March, President Biden announced his intent to nominate David Applegate for Director of the United States Geological 

Survey (USGS), Department of Interior. Applegate is currently the Associate Director for Natural Hazards at the USGS 

and is currently exercising the delegated authority of the USGS Director. He joined the USGS in 2004 and has served as 

Associate Director since 2011 with responsibility for geologic hazard and coastal and marine programs, as well as hazard 

response and planning activities for the USGS. In his current position, Applegate has been a strong supporter of 3DEP. 

 

3DEP 

https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=7FA8F126-651C-4AAE-A892-CCFE15AE226C
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2418?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S2418%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4605?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR4605%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/f349b2f7-d830-4121-b259-b9d5609d9c6d/F093F68684AE00B9C6D28D1DB60C34C8.ehf21753.pdf
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2019/4/rubio-posey-introduce-legislation-to-improve-flood-hazard-identification-in-fema-maps
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20210810/icymi-fema-administrator-deanne-criswell-discusses-nearly-5b-dollars
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20210809/fema-announces-application-period-116b-building-resilient-infrastructure#wcm-survey-target-id
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NSPS has been a leader in efforts to assure the program is fully funded at $146 million per year. The Consolidated 

Appropriations Act of FY2022, P.L. 117-103 included the following committee report language: 

$4,250,000 increase for the 3D Elevation Program (3 DEP) to accelerate completion of a nationwide baseline 

of high-resolution topographic elevation data, of which not less than $250,000 is focused on Tribal lands; and 

not less than $3,000,000 is focused on Federal lands in western states. No less than $9,500,000 is provided for 

the Alaska mapping and map modernization initiative, which includes modernizing Alaskan hydrography 

datasets. 

 

Critical Minerals 

On February 22, the Biden administration announced actions taken to bolster the critical mineral supply chain. The 

minerals targeted by the administration are those used in technologies including electric vehicles, batteries, solar panels, 

and wind turbines — as well as electronics and defense systems. According to a White House fact sheet, in the federal 

government, the Interior Department launched an interagency group pursuing “legislative and regulatory reform of mine 

permitting and oversight.” The working group will hold roundtables with various experts and eventually “will make 

recommendations for improvements necessary to ensure that new production meets strong environmental and community 

and Tribal engagement standards during all stages of mine development, from initial exploration through reclamation, 

while improving the efficiency and outcomes of the permitting process … and identify potential best practices that could 

be adopted by the United States.” The working group will convene a series of roundtables designed to receive comments 

and feedback from the public and deliver recommendations to Congress by November. 

 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act of FY2022, P.L. 117-103 included the following committee report language: 

$10,598,000 for the critical minerals Earth Mapping Resources Initiative (Earth MRI)…Public Law 117-58 

provides $64,000,000 in fiscal year 2022 for Earth MRI and funding to the Department of Energy (DOE) for 

critical minerals research and the agreement urges USGS to expand their collaboration with DOE in this field. 

The Survey is expected to continue critical mineral mapping efforts in Alaska, pursuant to the budget request, at 

no less than the fiscal year 2021 enacted level and to brief the Committees on such efforts within 90 days of 

enactment of this Act. The Survey is expected to provide the report on potential initiatives to increase the 

domestic supply of critical minerals as directed in the explanatory statement accompanying Public Law 116-

260. 

 

FLAIR 

One of the top longtime NSPS legislative priorities, the Federal Land Asset Inventory Reform (FLAIR) Act, S. 2433, was 

approved in November by the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Both NSPS and NDPLS were quoted 

in the Senate news release. In September, Representatives Ron Kind (D-WI) and Bruce Westerman (R-Ark.) introduced 

the companion bill, H.R. 5522. This bill would create a single database, or cadastre, of lands owned by the federal 

government. NSPS and WSLS were quoted in the House news release. 

 

Geospatial Governance -- COGO/FGDC/NGAC/GDA 

OMB has determined that the Geospatial Data Act (GDA) guidance will be provided through a revision of Circular A-16. 

The proposed revisions to A-16 are currently under review at OMB with no public comment period. On March 11, the 

U.S. Department of the Interior announced new appointments to the National Geospatial Advisory Committee (NGAC) 

and named Gary Thompson, PLS, a NSPS member and Chief of the North Carolina Geodetic Survey, as chairman. The 

NGAC provides advice and recommendations on national geospatial policy and management issues, the development of 

the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI), and the implementation of the Geospatial Data Act of 2018. The NSDI 

promotes geospatial data sharing across all levels of government, the private and non-profit sectors, and the academic 

community. 

 

Landsat 

The Landsat 9 remote sensing satellite has passed its post-launch assessment review and is now in its operational phase. 

The satellite, a joint mission of NASA and the US Geological Survey (USGS), launched from Vandenberg Space Force 

Base in California on September 27, 2021. NASA led the commissioning campaign and will soon transfer operational 

control of the two Landsat 9 instruments to the USGS, has begun to distribute (free of charge) and archive the data. 

 

MAPLand Act 
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In a victory for NSPS, the U.S. House of Representatives on March 15 passed the Modernizing Access to our Public Land 

(MAPLand) Act, H.R. 3113, sponsored by Representatives Blake Moore (R-UT). Cosponsored by Reps. Russ Fulcher (R-

ID), Joe Neguse (D-CO), and Kim Schrier (D-WA) and endorsed by NSPS, the bill won by a bipartisan margin of 414 to 

9. The MAPLand Act will direct federal land management agencies to digitize and standardize mapping records. This will 

allow hunters, hikers, bikers, anglers, and millions of other users of federal lands to access essential information about 

public lands as well as help federal land management agencies identify public lands with limited or nonexistent public 

access points, and take proactive steps to open them to the public. Access to some public land records by surveyors will 

also improve. Currently, more than 9.52 million acres of land in the West lack permanent and legal access points for 

public use, and information on these lands is still maintained in paper files. Only 5,000 of the Forest Service’s 37,000 

recorded easements have been digitized and uploaded to an electronic database. The MAPLand Act will help give federal 

land management agencies the resources they need to digitize these files for public use, as well as require these agencies 

to provide information on seasonal vehicle restrictions on public roads and trails, hunting boundaries, and watercraft 

restrictions. S. 904, the companion bill was placed on the Senate Calendar awaiting a final vote. 

 

National GIS Day 

National GIS Day, observed on November 17, was recognized by Representatives John Curtis (R-UT) and Pete Aguilar 

(D-CA) with a resolution, H.RES.797. The resolution recognizes that GIS helps foster collaboration and partnerships in 

the advancement of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI). Senator Jim Risch (R-ID) introduced companion 

legislation in the U.S. Senate. Then-NSPS President Mark Sargent was quoted in the news release, “The National Society 

of Professional Surveyors (NSPS) commends Representative Curtis for his leadership and initiative introducing the GIS 

Day resolution. The land surveying profession and GIS community are working hand in hand in mapping and cataloging 

the Nations vast infrastructure, disaster planning and recovery efforts, floodplain management, natural resources, and 

other important public policies for the protection and safety of the public.” 

 

RECLAIM Act 

In March 2021, Reps. Matt Cartwright (D-PA) and Hal Rogers (R-KY) introduced legislation to reauthorize and 

accelerate federal funding to reclaim abandoned mine lands across America by helping create good jobs, paving the way 

for new economic development and cleaning up waterways polluted by toxic mine drainage. The Revitalizing the 

Economy of Coal Communities by Leveraging Local Activities and Investing More (RECLAIM) Act (H.R. 1733) 

accelerates the release of about $1 billion in funds already collected for the Abandoned Mine Land Trust Fund to provide 

support for economic revitalization, diversification, and development in economically distressed mining communities 

through the reclamation and restoration of land and water resources adversely affected by coal mining. Sen. Joe Manchin 

(D-WV) is working on a Senate companion bill, S. 1455. 

 

Stream Gages 

In March of 2021, NSPS joined a coalition of organizations on letters supporting USGS stream gage programs to 

the House and Senate Appropriations committees for FY21 budgeting. These vital networks, managed in the USGS 

Groundwater and Streamflow Information Program, provide critical and life-saving information, and serve the national 

interest with continuous streamflow information at over 8,400 locations. Additions to these networks are needed to 

adequately manage the Nation’s critical water supplies and infrastructure, including for surveying and mapping services 

related to hydrologic and hydraulic (H&H) studies for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) National 

Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 

 

Subsidence 

In July 2021, a bipartisan amendment led by Representative María Salazar (R-FL) to begin development of a national land 

subsidence map, passed the U.S. House of Representatives and was included in final passage of HR 4502. The bill funds 

the Department of the Interior and the U.S. Geological Survey. The amendment, which provides $5 million for fiscal year 

2022, was initiated by NSPS and cosponsored by Representatives Suzan DelBene (D-WA), Ashley Hinson (R-IA), Brian 

Mast (R-FL), Gus Bilirakis (R-FL), Carlos Gimenez (R-FL), Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL), and Michael Waltz (R-

FL). Rep. Salazar and her bipartisan cosponsors worked closely with NSPS lobbyist John “JB” Byrd on the amendment. 

NSPS and has been coordinating with USGS leadership on this initiative since 2019. The ground subsidence program in 

USGS was authorized by Section 4 in P.L. 116-323 as authorized by bill sponsor and amendment cosponsor Rep. Suzan 

DelBene (D-WA). 

 

https://www.usgs.gov/mission-areas/water-resources/science/usgs-streamgaging-network?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
https://icwp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/HouseStreamgageLetter25Mar2020Finalpdf.pdf
https://icwp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/FY21SenateStreamgageLetter_Final.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/SALAFL_028_xml210722091437893.pdf
https://salazar.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-salazar-amendment-passes-house-representatives
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr4502/BILLS-117hr4502eh.pdf
https://www.multibriefs.com/briefs/nsps/nllc121819.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/plaws/publ323/PLAW-116publ323.pdf
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On February 18, Reps. Josh Harder (D-CA) and Maria Salazar (R-FL) wrote Congressional Leadership as to supporting 

the Subsidence program known as the National Land Level Change (NLLC) Map. 

 

Wildfires 

In 2021, members of Congress introduced the Wildland Fire Mitigation and Management Commission Act to establish a 

commission of federal and non-federal stakeholders—including city and county level representation—to study and 

recommend fire prevention, mitigation, management, and rehabilitation policies for forests and grasslands. That bill was 

included in the recently enacted Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA). The commission was established in 

November by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Department of the Interior (DOI) and Department of 

Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). NSPS has been pursuing reforms such as survey 

mark preservation and believes such a commission could play a role in coordinating on that issue 

 

Department of Justice 

 

FPI Reform 

With membership in the Business Coalition for Fair Competition (BCFC), NSPS has been involved on FPI Reform due to 

markets being negatively impacted as prisoners have performed scanning, digitizing, and GIS/CAD conversion instead of 

being contracted to the private sector. NSPS is working with Rep. Bill Huizenga (R-MI) on reintroduction of FPI Reform 

legislation. 

 

PLANT Act 

NSPS is working with Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA) for the bipartisan reintroduction of the “Protecting Lands Against 

Narcotics Trafficking (PLANT) Act”. Section 3 of the bill would coordinate activities among States, political subdivisions 

of States, and Federal agencies, contracting to use commercially available aerial imagery, remote sensing, and geospatial 

data acquisition services using manned aircraft operations, unmanned aircraft systems, satellites, and other technologies to 

observe, monitor, and identify illegal marijuana cultivation. 

 

Department of Labor 

 

Davis-Bacon 

In December 2020, the Department of Labor issued AAM 235, which rescinded AAM 212, an Obama-era guidance issued 

in 2013 that defined members of survey crews as "laborers and mechanics" under the Davis-Bacon Act, mandating the 

"prevailing wage" on a broader range of construction stake-out surveys all Federally funded construction projects. AAM 

235 noted “AAM 212 is rescinded effective immediately.” Since the issuance of AAM 212, the surveying community has 

been on a nearly 7-year campaign to seek rescission of the policy. It included testimony before Congress, meetings with 

individual Congressmen and Senators, letters by design and construction trade associations and professional societies and 

taxpayer groups, earning the assistance of the Small Business Administration (SBA), and longstanding negotiations with 

the Department of Labor and the Wage and Hour Division. 

 

The Department of Labor is proposing a massive rewrite of regulations implementing the Davis Bacon Act. A 440+ page 

revision to regulations implementing the controversial 91-year old Depression-era “prevailing wage” law. In the March 11 

proposal, the Biden Administration suggests a new standard to apply to members of survey crews as “laborers or 

mechanics” under the Act. In the text on page 129-130, the proposed rule blatantly misrepresents the history and the 

standard by which members of survey crew would be covered by the Act. It discusses a never before utilized standard for 

application of the Act to a wide variety of construction-related surveying activities o projects financed with Federal funds 

and fails to mention the longstanding standard established by Secretary Goldberg in 1962 that members of survey crew 

are exempt except to the extent they are performing duties that are entirely physical in nature, such as those rare instances 

where the survey crew member is “clearing brush and sharpening stakes”. It is as if the Labor Department staff did not 

read or consider any of the NSPS submitted material or any prior Labor Department policy on this matter. A footnote 80 

on page 129 specifically mentions the Obama Administration’s AAM 212 issued in 2013 that sought Davis-Bacon Act 

expansion to more technician-level surveying activities, and the Trump Administration’s rescission of the Obama order, 

AAM 235, issued in 2020 after an extensive lobbying campaign by NSPS. For further information, click here. NSPS will 

soon mobilize members to submit comment in opposition to the proposed regulations. 

 

 

https://www.governmentcompetition.org/federal-prison-industries-fpi-reform/
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Occupational Licensing 

NSPS will be focusing on the FEMA’s NFIP during the NSPS Day on the Hill planned for March 30. In 2021, President 

Joe Biden issued an executive order aimed at cracking down on anti-competitive practices in technology, labor, and 

numerous other sectors. The sweeping order, which includes 72 actions and recommendations that involve more than a 

dozen federal agencies, is intended to reshape the thinking around corporate consolidation and antitrust laws, according to 

a White House fact sheet. Among the activities the White House claims to be anti-competitive is occupational licensing. 

"Overly burdensome occupational licensing requirements that impede worker mobility and suppress wages also restrict 

competition. Today, almost 30% of jobs in the United States require a license, up from less than 5% in the 1950s. Fewer 

than 5% of occupations that require licensing in at least one state are treated consistently across all 50 states. That locks 

some people out of jobs, and it makes it harder for people to move between states—particularly burdening military 

spouses, 34% of whom work in a field requiring a license and are subject to military-directed moves every few years. The 

President’s rationale, “And, while many occupational licenses are critical to increasing wages for workers and especially 

workers of color, some overly restrictive occupational licensing requirements can impede workers’ ability to find jobs and 

to move between States.” In the Order, the President “Encourages the FTC to ban unnecessary occupational licensing 

restrictions that impede economic mobility.” 

 

Department of Transportation 

 

Comprehensive Infrastructure Legislation 

In November, President Biden signed into law H.R. 3684, the “Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act,” now Public Law 

117-58, the $1.2 trillion bipartisan infrastructure bill. Included in the highway portion of the bill is a provision NSPS long 

supported, Section 11308. Geomatic Data, which requires the Secretary of Transportation to “develop guidance for the 

acceptance and use of information obtained from a non-Federal entity through geomatic techniques, including remote 

sensing and land surveying, cartography, geographic information systems, global navigation satellite systems, 

photogrammetry, or other remote means”. It further requires the Secretary to “ensure that acceptance or use of information 

meets the data quality and operational requirements of the Secretary and calls for a public comment period before the 

issuance of the guidance. The bill also includes provisions regarding utility location and relocation that will require 

surveying and subsurface utility engineering services. Click here for the Executive Order for implementation of the bill. 

 

The White House has published a "technical assistance pipeline" guide to help cities through grant application processes 

for the recently approved Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. City leaders are advised to include proposed road and 

bridge projects part of their regional planning organization's transportation improvement plan. Additionally, mayors are 

encouraged to determine where they'd like to install electric vehicle chargers, map and inventory lead pipes that need to be 

replaced, and work with states to identify broadband gaps, all of which require surveying and geospatial data and services. 

 

Former New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu, now the senior White House advisor tasked with overseeing the recently 

approved $1.2 trillion infrastructure package, has outlined immediate steps cities can take to help them compete for grants 

federal agencies will award under the law. Landrieu said city leaders should make sure proposed road and bridge projects 

are part of their regional planning organization's transportation improvement plan. Additionally, they could determine 

where they'd like to install electric vehicle chargers; map and inventory lead pipes that need to be replaced; and work with 

states to identify broadband gaps. Landrieu is also working on developing a "technical assistance pipeline" to help cities 

through grant application processes, acknowledging that, especially for smaller cities with limited staff, applying for 

federal funding can be a heavy lift. 

 

The U.S. Department of Transportation has announced a comprehensive National Roadway Safety Strategy. USDOT 

issued a notice of funding opportunity for the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) 

program. RAISE is the latest incarnation of the popular competitive grant program once known as TIGER. Funding for 

the grants was included in the bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) President Biden signed into law in 

November 2021. State and local governments will have a shot at securing a piece of $1.5 billion in transportation grant 

funding. 

 

In December, NSPS signed onto a coalition letter to the leadership in the U.S. House of Representatives supporting the 

bipartisan State, Local, Tribal, and Territorial Fiscal Recovery, Infrastructure, and Disaster Relief Flexibility Act (S. 

3011/H.R. 5735). The bill gives state and local governments the flexibility to use American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/07/09/executive-order-on-promoting-competition-in-the-american-economy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/09/fact-sheet-executive-order-on-promoting-competition-in-the-american-economy/
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/reports/options-enhance-occupational-license-portability/license_portability_policy_paper_0.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/Portals/1/Documents/employ/Occu-Licensing-2nd-Edition_v02_web.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/Portals/1/Documents/employ/Occu-Licensing-2nd-Edition_v02_web.pdf
https://download.militaryonesource.mil/12038/MOS/Reports/military-spouse-licensure-report-2019.pdf
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funds to invest in infrastructure immediately. Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) is the lead sponsor of S. 3011. Rep. Dusty 

Johnson (R-SD) is the lead sponsor of H.R. 5735.  

 

In a January 24 coalition letter to Congressional leaders, NSPS said more work needs to be done in order to fulfill the 

promise of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. “…we can begin to fulfill the promise of the IIJA expected by the 

public only when full-year appropriations for fiscal year 2022 becomes available – the outcome that all of the signing 

organizations recognize and fully and unreservedly support.” The coalition noted that the House and Senate have yet to 

resolve their differences to finalize negotiations for 2022 appropriations, including for Transportation, Housing and Urban 

Development, and is relying on another continuing resolution through Feb. 18. The coalition is advocating for a full-year 

appropriations bill and says that a delay of almost six months since the beginning of the fiscal year is “unacceptable and 

will cause significant project disruptions.” The coalition letter continued, “Given the hard work and effort that Congress 

put into the IIJA, we urge you to put the much-needed infrastructure and safety investments envisioned in this bipartisan 

package to work as soon as possible,” the coalition wrote. “We do not make this request lightly, but if Congress again 

finds itself unable to finish the THUD appropriations bill by Feb. 18, we ask that Congress includes an anomaly to 

provide full obligation limitation levels in any future continuing resolutions in order to fully honor the IIJA’s funding 

levels for all transportation-related programs.” 

 

US DOT Secretary Pete Buttigieg announced the release in January of the first chunk of a more than $27 billion 

investment in bridges. Money for the formula program will go to all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and 

tribal governments over the next five years. In all, the formula program is expected to help repair some 15,000 highway 

bridges. It includes $26.5 billion for states and $825 million for tribal bridges and includes incentives to spend money on 

“off-system” bridges, which are typically not on the federal highway system. 

 

President Biden has unveiled the U.S. Methane Emissions Reduction Action Plan. Working with scientists, technologists, 

and mappers, the Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Monitoring & Measurement Interagency Working Group will help identify and 

deploy the best available tools and data systems to measure, monitor, report, and verify (MMRV) carbon dioxide, 

methane, and other GHG emissions and removals. The Action Plan notes of the Pipeline and Hazardous materials Safety 

Administration (PHMSA) in the U.S. Department of Transportation, “PHMSA’s jurisdiction extends to approximately 3 

million miles of oil and gas pipelines and hundreds of underground gas storage and LNG facilities that emit large 

quantities of methane” require surveying, mapping, and location data. 

 

A recent Government Accountability Office (GAO) report cites the need for increased mapping and related location data 

to be provided for "gathering pipelines" that carry natural gas or hazardous liquid from wells to other pipelines or 

facilities. Transmission pipeline and certain hazardous liquid gathering line operators—but no natural gas gathering line 

operators—are required to report geospatial data into the National Pipeline Mapping System (NPMS), a geographic 

information system (GIS) database. The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA), an agency of 

the U.S. Department of Transportation, uses NPMS data for emergency response, pipeline inspections, compliance 

activities, and analysis. Some public safety and environmental organizations have suggested that PHMSA should require 

natural gas gathering line operators to submit geospatial data to NPMS to help inform future regulatory actions. 

 

Railroad Abandonment 

The NSPS Government Affairs Committee continues to explore solutions to the issue of survey monumentation being lost 

when a railroad line is abandoned. Among the options being considered, in addition to a requirement that the railroad 

preserve the monumentation, are to provide a limited national right of entry for surveyors and a requirement for disclosure 

of the intent to abandon to all affected property owners and the state surveyor society of the state in which the 

abandonment is located. Both Federal and state remedies are being explored. 

 

 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

 

Lead and Copper Rules 

On March 10, 2021, the Biden EPA postponed until June 17 the finalized rules set forth by the Trump EPA in December 

2020 that would require water utilities to notify the public about possible lead contamination more quickly after detection 

and to replace lead service lines in what it says will be a more aggressive fashion -- the first regulatory update in nearly 30 

years. The updated lead and copper rule will require cities to replace 3% of lead service lines -- the lead pipes connecting 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-finalizes-historic-action-better-protect-childrens-health
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-12/documents/lcrr_prepublicationnotice_frl-10019-23-ow.final_.pdf
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city water lines to people's homes -- yearly, as opposed to the previous requirements of 7% to be replaced each year, and 

accelerates public disclosure about the location of lead service lines. The final rule requires the publicly accessible 

inventory to provide a location identifier for lead service lines. The location identifier could be a general location such as 

a street, block, intersection, or landmark, or other geographic marker associated with the service line. An inventory 

created and maintained internally by water systems to track service line materials may use the specific address of each 

service line for the water system to provide the required notification under § 141.85(e), but the final rule does not require 

that the system make the exact street addresses publicly available. Instead, the final rule gives the water system flexibility 

to determine which location identifier best meets the needs of its own community. 

 

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 

 

Broadband Mapping 

Many of the broadband inventory maps previously produced following an initiative in the Obama-era stimulus bill, known 

as the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, were found to be inaccurate. Complaints have been raised that 

many states expending ARRA funds failed to require supervision of the mapping by a licensed surveyor, were awarded to 

the low bidder rather than following qualifications based selection (QBS) laws, and/or were carried out by universities 

that did not have experience or expertise in such commercial map production services. 

 

In 2020, as a result of a lobbying campaign by Miller/Wenhold Capitol Strategies, on behalf of NSPS, member Brent 

Birth, PLS, of Pennsylvania was appointed by Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Chairman Ajit Pai to the FCC 

Task Force Working Group for "Mapping and Analyzing Connectivity on Agricultural Lands"; and then reappointed in 

January 2022. This working group is reporting to the Task Force for Reviewing the Connectivity and Technology Needs 

of Precision Agriculture in the United States (Precision Ag Connectivity Task Force) authorized in the 2018 Farm Bill 

which included a provision NSPS sought for a professional with geospatial expertise be added to the Task Force. Brent's 

appointment to the working group came as a direct result from the NSPS campaign, including a letter to the FCC, as well 

as from a Congressional multi-member letter led by Rep. Dan Meuser (R-PA) to the FCC. In December 2020, Brent 

facilitated USGS 3DEP leadership to present on the importance of 3DEP data for broadband mapping and infrastructure 

deployment. The task force finalized a report in November 2021 with numerous mentions and references to the U.S. 

Geological Survey’s 3D Elevation Program (3DEP). Brent was responsible for confirming a presentation by USGS 

Leadership to the FCC and USDA last December. As a result, the FCC and USDA have been urged to participate and to 

contribute to USGS 3DEP as found in pages 4, 10, 16, and 17 of the report. NSPS has been a strong proponent of the 

USGS 3D Elevation Program (3DEP). LiDAR provides high-resolution, very accurate three-dimensional (3D) data 

representations of constructed and natural features on the Earth’s surface. Bare-earth and digital surface models derived 

from LiDAR are used in viewshed analyses for signal propagation studies necessary to identify the optimum locations for 

cell tower and cell station networks. USGS has published an issue paper outlining the benefits of 3DEP applications to 

broadband. 

 

Congressional GPS Caucus 

In February 2021, Rep. Mikie Sherrill (D-NJ) joined Rep. Don Bacon (R-NE) as bipartisan co-chairs of House GPS 

Caucus to promote the benefits of GPS technology. The Caucus endeavors to educate Members of Congress and their staff 

on the societal benefits of GPS technology including support of economic growth, national security, and modernized 

infrastructure while advocating for the continuous availability, accuracy, reliability, and resiliency of the GPS 

constellation. The Senate GPS Caucus is co-chaired by Senators Tammy Duckworth (D-IL) and Joni Ernst (R-IA). 

 

Ligado/LightSquared 

LightSquared has rebranded with a new name, Ligado Networks LLC. In April 2020, the Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) announced that it has unanimously approved with conditions Ligado’s application to deploy a low-

power terrestrial nationwide network in the L-Band that will primarily support 5G and Internet of Things services. The 

order includes conditions to ensure that adjacent band operations, including the Global Positioning System (GPS), are 

protected from harmful interference. On January 19, 2021, the FCC rejected on a 3-2 vote a stay of its earlier approval of 

the Ligado spectrum application that could create signal interference with GPS. The stay was requested by the Trump 

Administration and supported by a broad coalition of GPS users, including NSPS. 

 

On June 23, NSPS Executive Director Curt Sumner participated in a news conference to mark the introduction of S. 2611, 

the RETAIN GPS & SatCom Act by Senator James Inhofe R-OK). The legislation offered in the U.S. Senate would 

https://sherrill.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-sherrill-joins-rep-bacon-bipartisan-co-chairs-house-gps-caucus
https://www.fcc.gov/about/overview
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-approves-ligados-application-facilitate-5g-and-iot-services
https://www.inhofe.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/inhofe-duckworth-rounds-introduce-retain-gps-act
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mitigate any spectrum interference with GPS signals by any entity, particularly Ligado, by requiring such an entity to 

financially compensate any party injured by such interference. The bipartisan legislation will require Ligado to cover the 

cost for correcting any interference their operations create for the public or private sector. While the April 2020 Federal 

Communications Commission (FCC) order that provided conditional approval of Ligado’s spectrum operation mandates 

that the firm upgrade or replace government devices that are impacted by the order, it does not specify what those costs 

are and is silent on covering private sector GPS users. This bill specifically outlines that all the areas of potential costs that 

must be borne by Ligado, including but not limited to engineering, construction, site acquisition, research, personnel or 

contracting staff, labor costs, etc., and specifically notes that these apply to those impacted in the private sector, such as 

surveyors, as well. NSPS is a member of several coalitions working to protect GPS. Also participating in the event at the 

U.S. Capitol was John Palatiello and John “JB” Byrd. Joining Senator Inhofe as cosponsors of the bill are Senators 

Tammy Duckworth (D-IL), Mike Rounds (R-SD), and Jack Reed (D-RI). Reed is chairman of the Senate Committee on 

Armed Services, where Inhofe is the ranking Republican. In July, the House version of the RETAIN Act (H.R. 4634) was 

introduced by eight original cosponsors including lead sponsors Reps. Jim Cooper (D-TN) and Mike Turner (R-OH). 

 

On January 20, NSPS Executive Timothy Burch and Federal Lobbyist John “JB” Byrd presented on Ligado’s Damage to 

the Surveying Profession before the National Academies of Science (NAS) panel authorized in the 2021 National Defense 

Authorization Act (NDAA). 

 

Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 

 

Privacy 

NSPS is continuing to work with Congress to make sure that any privacy legislation in the 117th Congress, as it did in the 

116th Congress when it utilized the exemption technique employed by S. 3456 in the 116th Congress by Senator Jerry 

Moran (R-KS). The bill pre-empts state laws to establish a single, national standard on data and individual citizen privacy. 

Prior to the bill’s introduction, NSPS expressed concern to the Senator on the use of the term "precise geolocation data" in 

legislation and the potential impact of such language on surveyors and other geospatial professionals. As introduced, the 

bill language would NOT affect ordinary surveying and geospatial data collection, storage, dissemination, and application 

activities involving data such as a person’s name, address, or parcel identification. In a victory of NSPS, Senator Moran's 

staff provided assurances the Consumer Data Privacy and Security Act, will NOT apply any conceivable activity of a 

surveyor. NSPS is still seeking exemption language to help clarify and communicate to the broader community.  

 

 

Office of Management and Budget (OMB)/General Services Administration (GSA)/Small Business Administration 

(SBA) 

 

Brooks Act/COFPAES/CIPC 

The Council on Federal Procurement of Architectural and Engineering Services (COFPAES), a coalition of design 

societies is being strengthened with NSPS, AIA, and ASCE as the longstanding members, as well as IIBEC and its newest 

member organization, the Construction Management Association of America (CMAA). COFPAES is working with the 

Office of Federal Procurement Policy and General Services Administration (GSA) on reforms to address the fact that it 

now takes federal agencies as long as 2 years to complete a QBS award on a multiple award, ID/IQ contract. NSPS 

Government Affairs Consultant John Palatiello participated in a distance learning forum hosted by GSA that included 

more than 100 Federal acquisition officials to discuss the length of time it is taking to award QBS contracts, including 

causes and potential reforms and remedies. COFPAES has been invited to provide members from private practice to serve 

as guest lecturers/presenters on the government’s web-based training courses in A&E contracting. Interested and qualified 

individuals are asked to send a Curriculum Vitae (C.V.) or resume to John Palatiello at john@mwcapitol.com. 

 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act of FY2022 Conference Report, accompanying Public Law 117-103 signed into law 

in March 15, includes helpful report language: 

"Brooks Act. -GSA is directed to not award or facilitate the award of any contract for the provision of 

architectural, engineering, and related services in a manner inconsistent with the procedures in the Brooks Act 

(40 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) and part 36.6 of the Federal Acquisition Regulation.” 

 

https://turner.house.gov/_cache/files/f/c/fc9c4954-a5d8-4938-a8c8-a1f573343d2f/121B9A76DDA55FE5B9A64995D2751F45.cooper-010-xml.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4634?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr4634%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.moran.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/a/e/ae6c623f-1c01-4f14-88c2-3ff8e8312ea3/15902DF0B294E025216BED39DD7317AF.lyn20111.pdf
mailto:john@mwcapitol.com
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In April 2022, Representatives Scott Peters (D-CA) and Peter Stauber (R-MN) held a virtual news conference moderated 

by NSPS lobbyist John “JB” Byrd to launch a new Construction Procurement Caucus. The caucus will serve as a forum 

for member of Congress to collaborate on ways to improve efficiency in the federal government procurement process for 

design and construction related services, including surveying and mapping. 

 

This coming October, on October 27, 2022 specifically, will  mark the 50th anniversary of when President Nixon signed 

the Brooks Act into law. COFPAES is making plans for an observance and celebration and has been contacted by the Jack 

Brooks Foundation to collaborate on such events and activities. 

 

Climate Change 

On January 27, President Biden signed a series of executive actions aimed at combating climate change. Through his 

executive actions, the president created the White House Office of Domestic Climate Policy and established the National 

Climate Task Force, composed of officials from 21 federal agencies and departments. His Executive Order on Tackling 

the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad states, "the Secretary of the Interior and the Deputy Director for Management of 

the Office of Management and Budget, in their capacities as the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Federal Geographic Data 

Committee, shall assess and provide to the Task Force a report on the potential development of a consolidated Federal 

geographic mapping service that can facilitate public access to climate-related information that will assist Federal, State, 

local, and Tribal governments in climate planning and resilience activities." 

 

OMB Circular A-76 

NSPS is working with Sen. John Thune (R-SD), as well as Rep. Greg Steube (R-FL) and other House members to 

introduce the "Freedom From Government Competition Act (FFGCA), a bill long supported by NSPS. The bills establish 

a process by which Federal agencies analyze their commercial activities (those for which private sector providers can be 

found in the Yellow Pages of the phone book) to determine whether government employees or private companies are the 

most efficient and economical provider of such services, thereby lifting the moratorium on OMB Circular A-76. The 

Consolidated Appropriations Act of FY2022, P.L. 117-103, had a provision that continues the A-76 moratorium. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M5CUWI7vZnGRlYZWpPB8wza9fMdz_Tg3/view

