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NEW BENEFITS
FOR NTLA
MEMBERS ONLY
Access to the
NTLA
"Exchange," the
members-only
online community
for member
engagement,
discussions, and
more...
Podcast
interview(s) -NTLA members
can submit topics
for consideration of
a Podcast
interview(s) to be
housed on
NTLA.org and in
other NTLAspecific mediums...
Publication in the
"Tax Recovery
Trumpet" -- only
members of the
NTLA will be
considered for
publication...
New Members
listing in the "Tax
Recovery Trumpet"
(below) and in
other NTLAproduced
mediums...
MemberDeals -enjoy discounts to

NTLA MEMBER-CONTRIBUTED LEAD ARTICLE
Wake Up, America!
We Have an Affordable Housing Crisis!
Lydia McEvoy
Clay County Collector
Clay County, MO

There is not a single city in America that has
enough affordable housing for the demand.
Nearly two-thirds of renters can’t afford to
buy a home. Home prices are rising 2x faster
than employee wages. This equation is a
recipe for disaster ultimately leading to more
evictions and homelessness. Today 11
million Americans spend over 50% of their
income on rent.
What was once the “America Dream of
Homeownership” is quickly becoming an
“American Nightmare.” If you need proof with your own eyes, go visit
Seattle, San Francisco, Los Angeles, or New York City. The streets
are filled with sleeping bags, tents, hypodermic needles, the smell of
excrement and marijuana wafting through the air.

theme parks like
Disney and
Universal, music
concerts and other
great live events
(see below)...
Certified Tax Lien
Professional
(CTLP) -- we're
relaunching the
enrollment platform
for members to
earn the CTLP
credential. CTLP
candidates must
be active NTLA
members in good
standing. Stay
tuned for more
information!

The root cause of insufficient housing supply is because baby
boomers are living longer and staying independent longer.
Meanwhile, Millennials in a post-recession era are having a tough
time finding good employment and tend to live with their parents
longer than averages of previous generations.
While there is no magic wand or easy solution, we can all do our part
to make ourselves aware and potentially part of the solution.
Tax deed investors have opportunities to renovate vacant and
abandoned properties or supply affordable housing solutions on
vacant foreclosed land.
Presenting at the International Association of Assessing Officers
(IAAO) Conference in Niagara Falls, Ontario, alongside Brad
Westover, Executive Director of the National Tax Lien Association
(NTLA), we addressed viable solutions to affordable housing
including:

“Tiny Homes” in Detroit, MI
JOIN NTLA
TODAY

“The Block Project” in Seattle, WA
“Liberty Square” in Miami, FL
“Veterans Community Project” in Kansas City, MO
“Container Homes” in West Palm Beach, FL

WELCOME NEW
NTLA MEMBERS!
Crow Holdings
Capital

Local governments in America through policy change can also take
an active role in solving the affordable housing crisis. Most local
building codes are not consistent of what modern America
wants. Both Baby Boomers and Millennials are demanding walkable
urban living. Most building codes need to be rewritten to allow for
“missing middle housing ," a transformative concept to allow more
housing units that are sustainable, walkable places.

Skybien

The solutions start with awareness of the problem. Urban sprawl
where America’s most vulnerable residents must drive the furthest
distance from home to work simply exasperates the
problem. Building mixed use, middle market housing is what
America needs today. They say the best time to build a forest was 20
years ago, the next best time is today. Let’s focus today on being
part of the solution through education and action!

Tax Lien Cert. Trust,
LLC

READ ARTICLE ON NTLA.ORG HERE

Forest Park
Properties, Inc.
Roberto F. Gallegos

Terra Officium
Town of Redding
(CT)

IN OTHER NEWS...

True Lawyer, LLC

"New Housing Development in Arizona
Won’t Allow Residents to Bring Cars..."

Debra Wells

SPECIAL REPORT
NTLA 2019 FALL SYMPOSIUM A
RESOUNDING SUCCESS
The verdict is in and the NTLA 2019 Fall
Symposium was among the best in all the
years of the event.
All in all, NTLA hosted more than 100 tax
sales professionals at the Mills House
Grand Wyndham in the heart of the city.
"Great networking! Good info..."
-- Austin Barnes, Attorney
Sandhu Law Group, LLC

There was also a record number of
Sponsors & Exhibitors who, in large part,
made the event possible!

"Networking is the best part!"
-- Brad Norman, CEO
GoGo Real Estate
"Amazing event! Excellent speakers,
organizers, and networking
opportunities!"
-- Bruce Bronster, Partner
Bronster, LLP

Thank you to all the Attendees, Sponsors
& Exhibitors, NTLA Staff, Mills House
Associates, and to the great American city
of Charleston, SC!
( The NTLA 2020 Fall Symposium will be
held in Nashville, TN. More details to
follow, so please be on the lookout! )

A MESSAGE FROM THE NTLA PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIR
The Benefits of Selling Tax Liens in Any Given State
Edward L. Marcus, Esq.
Marcus Law Firm
The National Tax Lien Association has within its membership just about all
of the major investors in the tax lien industry and has served as a
spokesperson for the industry for many years. As we approach the New
Year and finish celebrating the holidays, it is a good time to reflect upon
what the tax lien industry means and could mean to the communities and
counties throughout the country that have tax liens available for sale.
There are towns, cities, and counties all over the country that hold (as an
asset) delinquent real estate tax liens, along in some cases, water and
sewer liens...
VIEW FULL ARTICLE

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

REGISTER TODAY AT THE HOLIDAY/EARLY-BIRD RATE!

CALL FOR SPEAKERS! CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD THE APPLICATION

TECHNOLOGY TIME
What is Your Next Step? It’s a 6-Letter Word
Monroe Jett
Founder & CEO
Title Leader
The primary responsibility of a CEO, Owner or Partner (“Leader”),
is to maximize shareholder/partner value. One the required duties
to accomplish this goal is the subject of this article: Keeping
abreast of new developments in the industry . If you play a
supporting role to your firm’s Leader, you can equally benefit from this
article. By applying the principles herein you stand to greatly enhance
your value to your Leader by helping him/her accomplish this important
duty.
Keeping abreast means : Monitor, Assess & Trial (if offered), Adopt (if gains sufficiently exceed
risks.) new developments.
As a Leader, are you keeping abreast? Let’s see :
1. Are you monitoring external developments like technology, Legislation, Competition,
etc.? We’ll focus on technology.
2. Have you truly identified what internal hurdles/problems your team faces…that external
developments, like technology, could eliminate? Workflow, Education/Training, Soft-skills,
etc.? We’ll focus on workflow.
Start with identifying internal hurdles/problems first :
Rule #1: Self-aware. Don’t fool yourself by believing you already know what workflow
problems your admin team face. Have you asked them? Have you ever worked as an admin doing

their job? Likely, you do not know. You must find out.
Rule #2: Dig. Don’t believe that any workflow hurdle “just comes with the territory”… that’s the
old way of thinking and limits your firm’s performance and reduces your leadership value to the
firm/company. Key questions for your front-line admin staff and their direct manager: If you had a
magic wand, what tasks, task-sets, series of task-sets, would you automate? What recurring
frustrations do you have that you would like to make disappear? What problem areas, common hangups and delays would like to eliminate? What drives them crazy? Where do they spend lots of
time? You must recognize that front line admin folks, even many managers, don’t have the problemsolving skills or creativity that most Leaders have...
VIEW FULL ARTICLE

STATE SPOTLIGHT
Hot Topics & Observations at
Indiana Tax Lien Sales in 2019
William "Billy" Richards
William R. Richards, PC

NTLA FOUNDATION CORNER
The Future of the Foundation
and its Mission to Continue to
Save Homes for those in
Financial Hardship
Lanny Morris
NTLA Foundation Liaison

Nothing says “I Love You” like a Tax Sale
on Valentine’s Day! February 14 th , 2020
will be the date of the rescheduled Marion
County Tax Lien Sale auction. The Marion
County Tax Lien Sale includes all of the
City of Indianapolis and a few other
incorporated and unincorporated areas
that are contiguous with Indiana’s capital
city. The cancellation of Indiana’s 2 nd
largest tax lien sale this past October was

Recently, in conjunction with the NTLA
2019 Fall Symposium, the NTLA held a
special strategic planning session open to
all who wanted to attend. The session was
led under the auspices of a leading
consultant with an impressive throng of
clients, namely not-for-profit Foundations
worldwide.
The impetus behind planning this important
function was a grave, overdue need to

one of a few highlights in the tax lien
industry in Indiana in 2019. (Lake County
is usually the biggest tax lien auction in
Indiana.)
My first observation from the fall tax lien
sale season is that bidding at tax lien sale
auctions was indeed heavy in 2019. I
attended roughly twenty-five tax lien sale
auctions this fall in Indiana. Despite a
shortage of (“product”) the number of liens
on tax lien sale lists, I would almost be
comfortable saying I have never seen
bidding go so heavy and be so
competitive. I’ve been bidding at Indiana
tax lien sale auctions since 1985, when I
was still a rather unsophisticated 16-year
old title abstractor and under the strict
tutelage my late father, William Richards,
Sr, who passed away in 2016. During the
2019 tax sale season in Indiana, it was not
uncommon for me to observe investors
bidding to 70%-80% of Assessed Value on
the better properties at almost every tax
lien auction.
Many of you recall that Indiana’s
overbid/surplus per annum interest was
lowered to 5% from 10% several years
ago. The minimum bid remains at a 10%
penalty for the first 6 months during the 1year redemption period. This penalty on
the minimum bid rises to 15% at 6 months
and 1 day. In 2017 & 2018, bills to increase
the overbid/surplus to 8% per annum failed
at the Indiana Legislature. Eight percent
was proposed because it is the same
interest rate as post-judgement interest in
Indiana. There remains zero support to go
back to 10% per annum interest currently.
My personal proposal of Prime + 5% per
annum receives mixed feedback when I go
around the state and speak with county
auditors and treasurers. Further
complicating things is that there was a bill
to lower the rate of post judgement interest
in Indiana that would be in direct contrast
with any effort to increase the rate of per
annum interest on overbid/surplus funds
from a tax lien sale to mirror Indiana’s rate
for post judgement interest.
In the aftermath of the interest rate
reduction on the surplus/overbid,
institutional investors now only represent
5-10 of the total registered bidders at most
county tax lien sale auctions in Indiana...
VIEW FULL ARTICLE

develop a comprehensive, long-term plan
to sustain the arc of the Foundation's
growth. The over-arching goal resulted in
establishing, via donor gifts, an evergreen
source of funding to help those in financial
hardship and facing property foreclosures.
All in all, at the conclusion of this planning
session, there was a collective, unanimous
sense of passion and commitment from all
who attended. There is now a solid plan at
play that will, notably, gain more visibility
for the Foundation on a national scale in
an effort to help those in hardship.
Now in its third year, the Foundation has
been able to provide economic relief to a
healthy number of families and individuals
in order for them to keep their homes.
These cases involved mostly the elderly,
the disabled, US military veterans unable
to work, and others.
We're happy to share with you the first
human-interest success story of the
Foundation:

The Chandler Family
The Chandler family lives in Henderson,
Kentucky. Mr. Chandler grew up in the
house that had been in his family for
generations.
It held special meaning to him especially,
as he is the sole caretaker of his two
young boys.
One son has a severe medical condition
which requires not only extra care but
expensive medical treatment as well.
Unable to keep up with the mounting
financial responsibilities, Mr. Chandler had
a tax lien placed on his home.
The NTLA Foundation heard about Mr.
Chandler's story through a nomination by
an NTLA member, and wanted to help.
To relieve some of the burden off Mr.
Chandler, the NTLA Foundation paid off all
outstanding taxes in full, which removed all
tax liens on his home.
Mr. Chandler and his children are now able
to stay in his family home and pass it on
for generations to come.
VISIT THE NTLA FOUNDATION

WEBSITE

NTLA MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Firefly Legal's Process Serving service,
offered nationwide, lends a unique
service in the tax sales arena and an
augmentation to the NTLA membership
demographic as a whole.

LEGISLATIVE NEWS
We are gearing up for another big
legislative cycle.
From reduced penalties and interest for the
non-payment of taxes to the abolishment
of tax lien sales, there is no shortage of
issues that threaten the tax investment
community.
There has never been a more important
time to be unified advocates for the good
works that our local governments provide
its citizens.
The strength of an industry is profoundly
impacted by the value it places on
advocacy.
It is critical that we share the power of our
message with State Legislators, Tax
Collectors, and Treasurers that fully
funding local governments for their unpaid
property taxes shores up local budgets to
operate effectively.
This ultimately results in better schools,
better students, better first responders,
better law enforcement, better parks and
recreation, and more.

BY THE NUMBERS...
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
RANKINGS
Bottom "10" U.S. Counties
Low-Income Housing
(Worst Performance)
Top "10" U.S. Cities
Low-Income Housing
(Best Performance)
CLICK HERE TO SEE THE
RANKINGS

A MESSAGE FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Brad Westover
NTLA Executive Director

In short, better communities!
Join us to learn about NTLA legislative
issues and to get valuable face time with
colleagues in this space, CEOs, the NTLA
Board of Directors, and other leaders in the
community.
You don’t need to have a background in
government relations to join our legislative
committee.

Want to help lead the cause?
Become a State Leader or Legislative
Monitor! We are looking for state leaders
as liaisons when state issues arise.
NTLA will give legislative monitors the
tools to track, position and prioritize
important bills.
And, NTLA Staff will advocate with bill
sponsors and legislative staffers to
advocate for the industry.
If you are interested in being a state leader
or legislative monitor, please email
info@ntla.org with the subject line NTLA
Legislative Committee 2020 .

VIEW OUR WEEKLY
LEGISLATIVE REPORT

VIEW OUR LEGISLATIVE
ADVOCACY MAP

I love this time of year! The Thanksgiving
Holiday is my most favorite. It's a time to
reflect and enjoy our many blessings with
family, food and football. I want to take this
opportunity to thank every one of you as
members, our Board of Directors , our
committee chairs and committee members
and last but not least our diligent staff that
works tirelessly to further our
mission. Every day I am reminded of how
lucky I am to be surrounded by such
exceptional people.
In addition to extending my deepest
gratitude and well wishes to our members
and staff, I want to wish everyone safe
travels during the Thanksgiving weekend,
for those who are visiting family and
friends in other cities and states. The
holiday season tends to bring increased
traffic on the roads, so please travel safely!
As always, my staff and I are available at
our office, if we can ever be of
assistance. I hope you have a joyous and
safe Thanksgiving holiday!

NTLA MEMBERS ONLY DEALS
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INTERESTED IN CONTRIBUTING TO THE "TRUMPET"? EMAIL US HERE
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