
Southeastern Raptor Center Flight Evaluation Scoring System 

Description of Scoring System 

 Scoring is done by myself or my technician in an effort to provided consistency of scoring.  Each 

bird is evaluated every 2 weeks (as long as it has not been declared non-releasable).  All patient are 

scored in the first 6 categories and assigned a numeric score for each.  Additionally, owls are graded on 

sound production during flight.  A passing flight evaluation has a total score of 22-24, with no single 

score being below a 3.  Patients need to have 2 consecutive passing flight evaluations in a 2 week period 

to be considered for release, pending a final physical exam.  Additionally, owls need to be absent of 

sound during flight to earn a passing score on a flight evaluation.   

Scores are monitored to look for trends as well to determine when a patient is non-releasable 

due to flight condition.  Typically, if a patient has not shown any increase in their scores over a 6 week 

period (3 flight evaluations), that triggers a re-assessment of the patient.  The exception to this is severe 

feather damage, which can leave a patient stagnant in their scores from 2-3 months until new plumage 

is in place. 

Flight Symmetry 

 1 = severely asymmetrical wing movement, >50% loss of ROM 

 2 = significantly asymmetrical wing movement, 25-50% loss of ROM 

 3 = slight asymmetrical wing movement, <25% loss of ROM 

 4 = symmetrical wing movement 

 

Maneuverability/Control 

 1=unable to fly in a straight line, unable to glide, cannot avoid obstacles in flight path 

 2= unable to fly a straight line, able to avoid obstacles with effort 

 3= able to avoid obstacles with effort, able to fly a straight line 

 4= able to avoid obstacles in flight without excessive effort, able to glide and maintain a level 

flight path 

 

Endurance 

 1= unable to complete a single length of aviary (aviary length varies by species) 

 2= able to fly one length of aviary, but develops open mouth breathing, increased respiratory 

effort, or wing droops 

 3= able to fly multiple lengths of aviary, but develops open mouth breathing, increased 

respiratory effort, or wing droops 



 4= able to fly multiple lengths of the aviary without increased respiratory effort, open mouthed 

breathing, or wings droops 

 

Lift 

 1= unable to gain lift off of ground 

 2= able to fly to perch (4-5 feet from ground) 

 3= able to reach half of aviary height (10 feet) 

 4= able to reach top of release (20+ feet) 

 

Feather Condition 

 1= majority of primaries, secondaries, or tail feathers broken  

• 5 + feathers or more than half of one/both wings, or 6+ tail feathers 

 2= several broken primaries, secondaries, or tail feathers  

• 2 + broken feathers on one/both wings or 2+ tail feathers 

 3= tattered or frayed tips to primaries, secondaries, or tail feathers 

• 1 or less broken feather on a wing or tail 

 4=all primaries, secondaries, and tail feathers normal 

 

Landing 

 1= unable to land in a controlled fashion (crashes) 

 2= able to land on a perch, but struggles to remain upright during landing 

 3= able to land and stay upright, but distributes weight unevenly during process 

 4= able to land in a controlled fashion, remain upright during process, and with weight 

distributed evenly across feet 

 

Sound 

 Sound present during flight 

 Sound absent during flight 


