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NWSBA Honors Judge James A. Geocaris with Lifetime Achievement Award
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In true encore fashion, Anthony Calzaretta, Allen 

Gabe and Matt Fakhoury reprised their roles of mas-

ters of ceremony as we celebrated the holiday season 

among 170 guests at Maggiano’s Schaumburg.

President Kenneth Apicella was joined at the podium 

by members of the NWSBA Awards Committee: Moe 

Ahmad, Tja Chiapelli, and Matt Fakhoury as they 

awarded honorees Hon. Steven Kozicki and Hon. 

James A. Geocaris (Ret.).  Judge Kozicki was the 

recipient of the NWSBA Public Service Award while 

Judge James A. Geocaris (Ret.) received the NWSBA 

Lifetime Achievement Award.  Both awardees were 

joined by their families who helped share in the cel-

ebration.

Over $2,000 was rasied benefitting programs spon-

sored by the NWSBA through a 50/50 raffle.

Sponsors for the 

evening were: 

Athletico, Attor-

neys Title Guar-

anty Fund, Inc., 

Lexitas, and Old 

Republic Title.

Thank you to our Holiday Party co-chairs Anthony 

Calzaretta, Marie Sarantakis and Christine Svenson.

  Photos Begin on Page 8 
A full gallery of photos can be found 

on our FaceBook Page.

NWSBA Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient 
Judge James A. Geocaris with Judge Jill Cerone-
Marisie, presiding judge of the Third Municipal 
District.

NWSBA Public Service Award Recipient Judge 
Steven Kozicki with NWSBA President Kenneth 
Apicella.
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(312) 379-2000    |    ISBAMUTUAL.COM

To learn more, call us at (312) 379-2000
or email us at INSURE@ISBAMUTUAL.COM.

Get 0% interest on monthly, quarterly, 
    or semi-annual payment plans (with NO additional fees). 
       You can even choose your preferred payment method: 
          Credit Card or ACH. 
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President’s Page
By: Kenneth Apicella

Happy New Year!  As we embark into the new year, I continue to remain optimistic and hopeful  about 

what lies ahead for the NWSBA community.  For me at least, and it is probably not unique, this is the time 

of year where the pace of work life seems to kick into high gear. All of the tasks that that were pushed off 

or impossible to schedule during the month of December are all stacked up on the calendar.  As we all run 

though this part of the year, it is important to break up our routines every now and again.   

One of my favorite events is coming up.  The Twenty-Seventh Annual NWSBA Mock Trial Invitational is 

set for February 22, 2023.  Twenty-four teams of local high school students come to the Rolling Meadows 

Courthouse and try both sides of a mock case, this year it is a criminal matter, in front of an actual sitting 

judge and a panel of attorney scoring judges. The amount and value of the attorney and judge time that goes 

into this event successful every makes me proud to be a member of this organization.  Thank you to the 

committee - Frank Serio, Patricia Jochum, Sarah Raisch and John Hock!  And a special thank you to Judge 

Jill Cerone Marisie for all of her work on the event! 

While we normally talk in terms of “giving back” when volunteering our time those that have been a part of 

this event before that you get as much, if not more than you give, being a part of this event.  If you are will-

ing to volunteer, please sign up on the website while there are still some spots available.  

The high school mock trial fits well into the mission of this association, which is to improve the quality of 

life in our community by inspiring excellence in the practice of law. It really is an honor for the association 

to be able to provide these high schoolers with the opportunity to experience the lessons that are uniquely 

part of the mock trial experience: 1) critical thinking skills - as they develop the cross examinations of 

the experts they learn the questions you need to ask to test expert opinions.  As they go through life they 

will hopefully use those skills to test conclusions and opinions, including their own; 2) from the rules of 

evidence they learn that their reputation for integrity matters; and 3) they learn to disagree without being 

disagreeable.  Three lessons that will serve them  well throughout their lives and careers.

Finally, just a quick reminder that the Annual Mat Law CLE is set for Monday, February 6, 2023 from noon 

until 4:00 p.m.  More details are available on the Association’s website.
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Once our courts open again, we hope that 
you will consider volunteering for one or 
more of the services listed below.  

Court Facilitator

The Court Facilitator program is unique to the Third 

Municipal District. The NWSBA provides volunteers 

on Thursdays from 9:00 AM until 12:00 PM to assist 

the Domestic Relations judges. Dates are scheduled by 

the Association staff through use of a Sign Up Genius 

web site. 

Paternity Court Facilitator

Paternity Court Facilitators volunteer on Thursdays 

from 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM to assist the Paternity Call.  

Dates are scheduled by the Association staff through 

use of a Sign Up Genius web site.  

Pro Bono Desk

The Pro Bono Desk, located in Room 251 in the 

Rolling Meadows Courthouse, is a volunteer service 

provided by members of the Northwest Suburban Bar 

Association. It is a free service to members of our 

community.  

Attorneys serving at the pro bono desk are available to 

answer legal questions members of the general public 

may have.  While the attorneys serving at the pro bono 

desk will try to answer your questions to the best of 

their ability, understand the attorney(s) serving that 

day may not have expertise in the legal area for which 

you have a question.  The attorney(s) serving the pro 

bono desk are there to provide legal advise, but are 

not there to represent the general public on a pro bono 

basis (free of charge) and therefore do not represent 

you in any way in the matter for which you may be 

seeking advice.  However, since you are seeking legal 

advice, your communications with the attorney(s) are 

subject to attorney-client privilege. Those visiting the 

pro bono desk are limited to 5-15 minutes in length,

depending on the number of others waiting.

Volunteers are needed at the Third District Courthouse 

every Friday from 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM.  Volunteer 

dates are scheduled by the Association staff through 

use of a Sign Up Genius website. 

LINK TO SIGN UP GENIUS:

A link to the volunteer sign up can be found on the 

Home Page of our website under the “Member Dash-

board” tab. If you are a member and are not receiving 

volunteer emails from Sign Up Genius, please call the 

Association office at 847-621-2378.

Again, thank you for your service,

Pro Bono Committee  

COURTHOUSE VOLUNTEERS THANK YOU
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Social Security Administration 
Cost of Living Adjustment

By: Neil H. Good
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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS  
FOR NWSBA BOARD OF GOVERNORS

If you would like to be more involved in the NWSBA in a leadership role, please 

consider a spot on the NWSBA Board of Governors.  We are now accepting Re-

sumes and Letters of Intent for the current open board positions.  Qualifications 

as stated in the current NWSBA Bylaws can be found on our website under the 

Member Services tab>’Bylaws 7.3 Qualifications to hold Office of Directorship 

of the NWSBA’.

Resumes and Letters of Intent should be submitted to 
Julie Barth, Executive Director: jbarth@nwsba.org

by no later than Friday, January 20, 2023.

2022 Nominating Committee:
Chair:  Stephanie Garces Donat

Committee Members:  
Erin Adamski
Jay Andrew

Colleen LeFevour
Joe Vito 
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Holiday Party Photo Recap

              Continued on Page 10



  
   

NATIONWIDE SERVICES
 

For legal professionals who have critical and 
immediate needs for expert, local and 
national court reporting, record retrieval, 
registered agent, and legal talent 
outsourcing services, Lexitas is a strategic 
legal support partner that furnishes our 
clients with best-of-breed services, inspires 
confidence, provides convenience, and 
delivers value.

180 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2800
Chicago, IL 60601

LOCAL OFFICE

The Le�er of the Law. The Spirit of Service.

 Court Repor�ng | 888-893-3767
Medical Record Retrieval| 800-497-7618
Legal Talent Outsourcing | 877-933-1330

Registered Agent Services | 888-705-7274

www.lexitaslegal.com  

• Expert Court Repor�ng
• LegalView Remote Deposi�ons
• Record Retrieval for Defense Counsel,   
   Corpora�ons, & Insurance Companies
• Record Retrieval for Plain�ff Counsel
• Record Retrieval of Workers’     
   Compensa�on Cases
• Legal Talent Outsourcing
• Registered Agent Solu�ons (RASi)
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Go Ahead. Be a Hero.

Offices throughout the Chicago area, 
Metro East and Champaign, Illinois, and Waukesha, Wisconsin. 

800.252.0402       www.atgf.com

BUILT FOR REAL ESTATE LAWYERS

»   Work directly from your computer, 
phone, or tablet

»  Schedule closings from anywhere

»  No passwords, no email

»  Iron-clad security

NOT AN AGENT? 

Visit apply.atgf.com

Our collaborative order platform for ATG agents will revolutionize  
the way we work, share information, and interact with each other.

ATG GO is available to agents in the following Illinois counties:
Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry, and Will.

Visit go.atgf.com
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Bulletin Board

Office Space

 Ads are $20.00 per month and are published as a service to our Members. Call 847-621-2378.

PALATINE: Private suite with separate entrance available for rent.
Contains two offices and reception/office staff area.  Approx. 30’ x 25’.
3 single offices also available for rent.  Can be combined with two-office
suite or rented separately.  Includes use of conference room and plenty of 
parking. Walking distance to METRA, shops, restaurants.  Call John at 
847-359-6100. 

Employment Opportunities*
Personal Injury Firm In Arlington Heights  Looking for a legal assistant/
paralegal. Pay commensurate with experience. 847-840-8950

*You must be a member of the NWSBA (Including Law 
Student/Student Status) in order to place an ad in the 
Employment Opportunities section. All ads are subject to 
approval by the Editor.

Miscellaneous
Looking to take over retiring attorney’s law practice in the area of  Work-
er’s Compensation and or Personal Injury. Feel free to call and discuss 
terms. We also accept referrals and provide co-counsel fees. Newland & 
Newland LLP: Gary A. Newland 847-797-8000. 

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS: Office(s) for rent at 121 S. Wilke Rd #301 Ar-
lington Hts.  Over 14 law firms sharing space.  847-797-8000

Favaro & Gorman, Ltd., an employment law firm, seeks client refer-
rals.  Referral and co-counsel fees are available. Please visit our website 
at www.favarogorman.com for information about the firm’s practice or 
contact Dennis R. Favaro at (847) 934-0060.

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS: Palatine Road and Arlington Heights Road.
Fully windowed, spacious, executive, corner office, furnished, if desired; 
2 conference rooms, reception area, large, well maintained parking lot. 
Other amenities including kitchen. Support staff station available to lease 
separately. An opportunity to share space with a great group of people. 
Possible referrals. Available immediately. Call (847)394-4900 to see this 
ideal space.

Estate Planning Lawyer:  Looking to develop a practice in the field of 
estate planning?   No real experience?   We can help.   Our successful, 
established practice in the Northwest Suburbs of Chicago is seeking an 
associate attorney who would like to gain experience in estate planning 
while working with us.  We have an extensive marketing plan for estate 
planning and the latest software. This is not a salaried position.  It is a fee 
sharing arrangement.   If interested, contact Paula at thomasp.221.15@
gmail.com.

Boutique firm seeks Litigation Associate Attorney for Cook and collar 
counties. Minimum 2-5 years experience. Firm practices in sophisticated 
commercial litigation, complex medical malpractice and catastrophic in-
jury matters. Will work closely with named partner. This is an opportunity 
to join a small team of passionate litigators in a collegial atmosphere. Great 
growth opportunity. Competitive salary and full benefits including compre-
hensive health plan.
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Northwest Suburban Bar Association
115 S. Wilke Road, Suite 102
Arlington Heights, IL  60005

Phone: 847-621-2378   Fax: 224-404-4128
Attorney Referral: 224-404-4845
www.nwsba.org

CALENDAR
	 February 6   -	 Mat Law CLE
	 February 8   - 	 #Lunch & Learn with Geo: Security and Updates about 	
				    our Courthouses    
					     -Presiding Judge of the Third Municipal 			 
					       District Jill Cerone-Marisie
       	  				    -Chief Judge Michael Chmiel, 22nd Judicial 		
				     	  Circuit (McHenry County)
	 February 22  - 	 Lunch & Learn with Geo: Abandon All Hope Ye 	Who 	
				    Enter the Metaverse with Nelson Rosario
	 February 22  -	 Mock Trial
	 March 7	    -	 Employment Law CLE
	 March 8 	    - 	 #Lunch & Learn with Geo: Guest Scott Dutton
	 March 22	    -	 #Lunch & Learn with Geo: Guest Dick Adler	

	 April 12	    -	 #Lunch & Learn with Geo: Guests Santos Reyes and 		

				    Sean P. Driscol

	 August 2	    -	 Committee Chair Orientation

	 Please check the website calendar 
     for a complete list of CLEs & Committee Meetings.


