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27th Annual Mock Trial Invitational

While a winter ice storm dumped freezing rain across
the area, 24 local high schools braved the challenging
weather on Wednesday, February 22, 2023 to present
arguments in the case of People of the State of Illinois
v. Logan Emerson at the Third Municipal District
Courthouse for our 27th Annual Mock Trial event.
The ficticious case was loosely based on the contro-
versy surrounding the film Rust when a live round was
discharged from a revolver used as a prop by Alec
Baldwin.

It took more than 75 volunteers and courthouse staff to
ensure that the teams had the most authentic court-
room experience possible, including 12 presiding
judges, 36 NWSBA attorney scoring judges, additional
runners, and administrative and courthouse personnel
to support the event. We thank them for their efforts.
Special thanks to the Hon. Jill Cerone-Marisie, pre-
siding judge of the Third Municipal District for her
commitment to this program and for her help and sup-
port in organizing the event.

The results for the competition are as follows:

First Place:
Adlai Stevenson
High School;

ISSUE FEATURES:

Second Place:
DeLaSalle High
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Central High
School and Home-
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wood Flossmore

High School.

First Place was
awarded to the
team from Adlai
Stevenson High
School.

DelLaSalle High
School took the
trophy for Sec-
ond Place.

The award for Most Outstanding Attorney went to
Larry Han from Adlai Stevenson High School and the
award for Most Outstanding Witness was presented to
Kyra Demeros from Maine South High School

The NWSBA also celebrated our very own Frank
Serio with an award for Qutstanding Leadership and
Dedication to the NWSBA Mock Trial Program. Frank
will be stepping down as a Mock Trial Chair after 13
years of service.

2023 Mock Trial Co-Chairs were Frank Serio, Patricia
Jochum, John Hock and Sarah Raisch.

A complete gallery of photos
can be found on
our Facebook page.
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MUTUAL
INSURANCE

Serving lllinois Lawyers

Starting a
new law firm?

We’ve got you covered. ISBA Mutual is an lllinois-
only insurance company specializing in insuring
solo practitioners and small firms.

» Comprehensive Professional Liability Coverage
Options for limits of liability and deductibles to fit your needs,
to protect your firm, and to protect your clients

» Practice Resource Center
Valuable information and resources to help you manage your practice

» Free CLE

Both online and in-person events

» Risk Management Helpline
Whether you have a potential liability issue, need advice on managing
your practice, or an ethical question...we are here to help

Like you, we deal directly with clients, not agents or brokers.
Contact us and talk with a decision-maker.

(312) 379-2000 | ISBAMUTUAL.COM/APPLY




Newsbriefs - 3

PRESIDENT’'S PAGE

BY: KENNETH APICELLA

The Preamble to the Standards for Professional Conduct within the Seventh Federal Judicial Circuit pro-
vides that “[A] lawyer’s conduct should be characterized at all times by personal courtesy and professional
integrity in the fullest sense of those terms. In fulfilling our duty to represent a client vigorously as lawyers,
we will be mindful of our obligations to the administration of justice, which is a truth-seeking process de-
signed to resolve human and societal problems in a rational, peaceful, and efficient manner.” As recognized
by the Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct, however, conflicting responsibilities as a representative of
clients, an officer of the legal system and a public citizen are inevitably encountered. While a lawyer has a
duty to zealously protect and pursue a client’s legitimate interests, the lawyer must do so within the bounds
of the law, while maintaining a professional, courteous and civil attitude toward all persons involved in the

legal system.

While a lawyer’s obligation towards civility certainly encompasses an obligation to disagree without being
disagreeable, a respect for the rule of law and a rejection of scorched-earth litigation tactics calculated to
obscure the truth, civility is more than just good manners although being polite is a necessary first step.
Notwithstanding, it is certainly possible to politely assert a false narrative or courteously reject a job appli-

cant for discriminatory reasons.

Recognizing this obligation of civility the NWSBA has been partnering with several other bar associations
including the Cook County Bar Association, the National Bar Association, Decalogue Society of Lawyers,
the Illinois Latino Judges Association, Puerto Rican Bar Association, Hispanic Law Association of Il-
linois and others to provide its members free CLE on topics like implicit bias, diversity, equity and inclu-
sion. Our Mentorship Committee provides a program for young lawyers with professional development.
Our Courthouse Relations Committee provides lines of communication for all stakeholders in the system
to work towards efficient and effective outcomes for our clients. Our social committees sponsor multiple

events that provide opportunities for our members to establish and stay connected.

Uncivil behavior feeds the negative stereotypes that damage the profession. It can be emotionally exhaust-
ing and lead to higher levels of burnout. Civility leads to better outcomes for our clients and us as attorneys

as well.
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COURTHOUSE VOLUNTEERS THANK YOU

Once our courts open again, we hope that
you will consider volunteering for one or

more of the services listed below.

Court Facilitator

The Court Facilitator program is unique to the Third
Municipal District. The NWSBA provides volunteers
on Thursdays from 9:00 AM until 12:00 PM to assist
the Domestic Relations judges. Dates are scheduled by
the Association staff through use of a Sign Up Genius

web site.

Paternity Court Facilitator

Paternity Court Facilitators volunteer on Thursdays
from 9:00 AM — 12:00 PM to assist the Paternity Call.
Dates are scheduled by the Association staff through

use of a Sign Up Genius web site.

Pro Bono Desk

The Pro Bono Desk, located in Room 251 in the
Rolling Meadows Courthouse, is a volunteer service
provided by members of the Northwest Suburban Bar
Association. It is a free service to members of our

community.

Attorneys serving at the pro bono desk are available to
answer legal questions members of the general public
may have. While the attorneys serving at the pro bono
desk will try to answer your questions to the best of
their ability, understand the attorney(s) serving that
day may not have expertise in the legal area for which

you have a question. The attorney(s) serving the pro

bono desk are there to provide legal advise, but are
not there to represent the general public on a pro bono
basis (free of charge) and therefore do not represent
you in any way in the matter for which you may be
seeking advice. However, since you are seeking legal
advice, your communications with the attorney(s) are
subject to attorney-client privilege. Those visiting the
pro bono desk are limited to 5-15 minutes in length,

depending on the number of others waiting.

Volunteers are needed at the Third District Courthouse
every Friday from 1:00 PM — 3:00 PM. Volunteer
dates are scheduled by the Association staff through

use of a Sign Up Genius website.

LINK TO SIGN UP GENIUS:

A link to the volunteer sign up can be found on the
Home Page of our website under the “Member Dash-
board” tab. If you are a member and are not receiving

volunteer emails from Sign Up Genius, please call the

Association office at 847-621-2378.

Again, thank you for your service,

Pro Bono Committee
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GARCES LAW

February 27, 2023

Via Electronic Mail:

Julie Barth
NWSBA Executive Director
Jbarth@nwsba.org

Frank Serio
Frankjserio@gmail.com

Re: NWSBA Nominating Committee
Dear Mr. Serio and Mrs. Barth

Please accept this correspondence as the formal recommendation of the Northwest Suburban Bar Association’s 2023
Nominating Committee.

Executive Committee:

Anthony Calzaretta President

Stephanie Garces Donat Vice President
Nicholas Richardson Second Vice President
Frank Serio Treasurer

Raj Jutla Secretary

Board of Directors:

Anna Markley Bush Board of Governors
Scott Kuntz Board of Governors
Gregory Walker Board of Governors
Adam Berger Partial Term for position vacated by Raj Jutla

The candidates are qualified for the positions for which they are being recommended, and we are confident that each of
them will ensure success for the NWSBA for years to come.

Regards,
Stephanie Garces Donat
579 First Bank Drive * Suite 240 « Palatine ¢ IL 60067
Phone (773) 373-9592 « Email SGarces@GarcesLawFirm.com



A tie for Third

Place went to o ] ’
the teams from N W R = !
Homewood g ‘ﬂ
Flossmore (top) o o
and Hinsdale Left to right: NWSBA President, Ken Api-
High School (bot- cella, Hon. Jill Cerone-Marisie, presiding
Jjudge of the Third Municipal District and
Frank Serio, recipient of the Outstanding
Leadership & Dedication to the NWSBA
Mock Trial Program award.

tom)

We would like to thank the Illinois State Bar Associa-
tion for their generous grant.

A list of volunteers can be found on Page 11.
See photos on Page 8.

HlLunchAndLearnWithGeo

What you may have missed:

Metaverse: What is it and what are the implications for the Practice of Law.

Defenses to defuse the Ticking Time Bombs in your Practice: Protection from hacking, data breaches
or cybercrime.

Maximizing your Google Business Profile.

March 8 learn about “Cyber Risk and Cyber Liability Insurance.”

George “Geo” Bellas has been running the webinar for the past 4 years and during the pandemic was doing
it once a week to help keep us in touch with each other. The programs are informative and timely focusing

on the latest tech developments in the Courts and in practice.

All of these presentations and others relating to the use of technology in the Courts and in your Practice are
available for replay on the Bar s website or on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1lyBOXEc7I
hkGq7VTGsJg/videos
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&EXITASW

For legal professionals who have critical and
immediate needs for expert, local and
national court reporting, record retrieval,
registered agent, and legal talent
outsourcing services, Lexitas is a strategic
legal support partner that furnishes our
clients with best-of-breed services, inspires
confidence, provides convenience, and
delivers value.

NATIONWIDE SERVICES

e Expert Court Reporting

e LegalView Remote Depositions

e Record Retrieval for Defense Counsel,
Corporations, & Insurance Companies

e Record Retrieval for Plaintiff Counsel

e Record Retrieval of Workers’
Compensation Cases

e Legal Talent Outsourcing

» Registered Agent Solutions (RASI)

LOCAL OFFICE www.lexitaslegal.com
Court Reporting 888-893-3767
180 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2800 Medical Record Retrieval 800-497-7618

Chicago, IL 60601 Legal Talent Outsourcing 877-933-1330
Registered Agent Services 888-705-7274

The Letter of the Law. The Spirit of Service.
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SAVE THE DATES

ANNUAL JUDGES’ NIGHT

Wednesday, May 3rd

Fountain Blue
Des Plaines, 11

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING

Wednesday, September 20th
Schaumburg Golf Club

FAVARO£GORMAN

LTD

Employment Law Services

Favaro & Gorman, Ltd. is a boutique employment law firm based in Northern lllinois, specifically dedicated to protecting
the rights of individual workers rather than big corporations.

Our team brings over one hundred years of combined legal experience to every case, allowing us to provide quality, yet
affordable legal care to every client.

Favaro & Gorman, Ltd. advocates aggressively and relentlessly for client rights in the state and federal courts of lllinois,
the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, lllinois Department of Human Rights, lllinois Department of Labor and
other administrative agencies.

www.favarogorman.com 815-477-1110 or 847-934-0060
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Thank you to our Mock Trial Judge and Attorney Volunteers

Presiding Judges Attorney Scoring Judges

Hon. Jill Cerone-Marisie
Hon. Martin Agran
Hon. Samuel Betar
Hon. Colleen Daly

Hon. Joel Greenblatt
Hon. Steven Kozicki
Hon. Pamela Loza
Hon. Marc Martin
Hon. Thomas McGuire
Hon. Janes Pieczonka
Hon. Eric Sauceda
Hon. Sandra Tristano

Hon. Andriana Turano

Denise Adams
Kristina Buchthal Alkass
George Andros
Rebecca Bateman
Adam Berger
Stuart Brody

Joel Chupack
James Coogan
Torri Corbin

Brian Freiman
Stephanie Garces Donat
Andrea Heckman
John Hock

Timothy Hughes
Raj Jutla

Suzanne Krause
Scott Kuntz

Colleen LeFevour
Konstantinos Markakos
Jeffrey Martin
Christopher Maurer
William Meyer
Kristina Modesto
Tim O'Donoghue
Maribeth Patke
Maxwell Petersen
Kelly Petersen
Sarah Raisch

Steve Richards

Nick Richardson
Antara Rivera

Carol Rogala
Michael Rothmann
Cassie Stott

Daniel Terhune
Aldina Vulic

Caitlin Wilder
Rebecca Zeilenga
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Our collaborative order platform for ATG agents will revolutionize
the way we work, share information, and interact with each other.

BUILT FOR REAL ESTATE LAWYERS AT(E

» Work directly from your computer,

phone, or tablet Visit go.atgf.com
» Schedule closings from anywhere

» No passwords, no email NOT ANAGENT?
» Iron-clad security Visit apply.atgf.com

ATG GO is available to agents in the following Illinois counties:
Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry, and Will.

7N\

®

ATTORNEYS TITLE GUARANTY FUND, INC.

Offices throughout the Chicago area,
Metro East and Champaign, Illinois, and Waukesha, Wisconsin.

800.252.0402 www.atgf.com
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Ads are $20.00 per month and are published as a service to our Members. Call 847-621-2378.

Office Space

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS: Office(s) for rent at 121 S. Wilke Rd #301 Ar-
lington Hts. Over 14 law firms sharing space. 847-797-8000

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS: Palatine Road and Arlington Heights Road.
Fully windowed, spacious, executive, corner office, furnished, if desired;
2 conference rooms, reception area, large, well maintained parking lot.
Other amenities including kitchen. Support staff station available to lease
separately. An opportunity to share space with a great group of people.
Possible referrals. Available immediately. Call (847)394-4900 to see this
ideal space.

LIBERTYVILLE: Office for rent; shared space. Call Steve 847-549-0000

SCHAUMBURG: Office space available in Schaumburg IL, two 10x15 of-
fices and 1 secretarial cubical. Offering immediate occupancy, convenient
amenities including a kitchen, copy room, and a large and small conference
room. For more information, please contact lyn gale at Lyn@wojco.com

Miscellaneous

Looking to take over retiring attorney’s law practice in the area of Work-
er’s Compensation and or Personal Injury. Feel free to call and discuss
terms. We also accept referrals and provide co-counsel fees. Newland &
Newland LLP: Gary A. Newland 847-797-8000.

Favaro & Gorman, Ltd., an employment law firm, seeks client refer-
rals. Referral and co-counsel fees are available. Please visit our website
at www.favarogorman.com for information about the firm’s practice or
contact Dennis R. Favaro at (847) 934-0060.

Estate Planning Lawyer: Looking to develop a practice in the field of
estate planning? No real experience? We can help. Our successful, es-
tablished practice in the Northwest Suburbs of Chicago is seeking an as-
sociate attorney who would like to gain experience in estate planning
while working with us. We have an extensive marketing plan for estate
planning and the latest software. This is not a salaried position. It is a fee
sharing arrangement. If interested, contact Paula at thomasp.221.15@
gmail.com.

Employment Opportunities®

Personal Injury Firm In Arlington Heights Looking for a legal assistant/
paralegal. Pay commensurate with experience. 847-840-8950

*You must be a member of the NWSBA (Including Law
Student/Student Status) in order to place an ad in the
Employment Opportunities section. All ads are subject to
approval by the Editor.

oy

tg CONSORTIUM SOFTWARE
STACKABLE SOFTWARE PLATFORM .

ConsortiumSoftware.com
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Northwest Suburban Bar Association
115 S. Wilke Road, Suite 102
Arlington Heights, IL 60005

Phone: 847-621-2378 Fax: 224-404-4128
Attorney Referral: 224-404-4845
www.nwsba.org

CALENDAR

APRIL 12 - #LUNCH & LEARN WITH GEO: RECOVERING DATA FROM EDR’S
GUESTS SANTOS REYES AND SEAN P. DRISCOL
APRIL 26 - #LUNCH & LEARN WITH GEO: 10 TRICKS TO GET CONTROL

OVER YOUR INBOX
GUEST DANIELLE DAVIS ROE

MAY 3 - ANNUAL JUDGES NIGHT

MAY 10 - #LUNCH & LEARN WITH GEO: GUEST JD GERSHBEIN

MAY 24 - #LUNCH & LEARN WITH GEO: THE USE OF TEXT MESSAGES IN
LITIGATION
GUEST: JENNIFER HISEL

AUGUST 2 - COMMITTEE CHAIR ORIENTATION

SEPTEMBER 20 - ANNUAL GOLF OUTING

PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE CALENDAR
FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF CLES & COMMITTEE MEETINGS.




