#SLC19

WELCOME TO THE 30TH ANNUAL NATIONAL
SERVICE-LEARNING CONFERENCE!
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS

Conference Overview
LOCATION: New Foundations Charter School (NFCS) 8001 Torresdale Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19136
REGISTRATION HOURS:
Sunday, April 14
Monday, April 15
Tuesday, April 16

6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at Welcome Reception
6:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. at New Foundations Charter School
6:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. at New Foundations Charter School

*badges required for admittance to all sessions, food functions, and events
Driving? Parking is available onsite. Taking the Train? Check out the links below. Look for NFCS students
who will welcome & direct you to the school.
Welcome Reception (Sunday Schedule)
To New Foundations (Holmesburg Junction) - http://septa.org/schedules/rail/h/TRE_0.html
To Center City (Suburban Station) - http://septa.org/schedules/rail/h/TRE_1.html
Conference Days (Weekday Schedule)
To New Foundations (Holmesburg Junction) - http://septa.org/schedules/rail/w/TRE_0.html
To Center City (Suburban Station) - http://septa.org/schedules/rail/w/TRE_1.html
Map of the Philly transit lines: http://septa.org/maps/system/index.html
Need internet? Use the password: waterice but don’t forget to tag the conference with hashtag: #SLC19
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CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE
SUNDAY, APRIL 14
• 6:30PM-7:30PM - REGISTRATION OPEN (Offsite – Insectarium)
• 6:30PM-9:00PM - WELCOME RECEPTION (Offsite – Insectarium)
MONDAY, APRIL 15
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

6:30AM-8:00AM - REGISTRATION OPEN
7:00AM-8:00AM - BREAKFAST
8:00AM-9:30AM – OPENING PLENARY
10:00AM-11:00AM – CONCURRENT WORKSHOP SESSION 1
11:30AM-12:30PM - CONCURRENT WORKSHOP SESSION 2
12:00PM-1:30PM – LUNCH & SHOWCASE OPEN
12:00PM-4:00PM - ON-SITE PROJECTS OPEN
1:30PM-2:30PM – CONCURRENT WORKSHOP SESSION 3
2:30PM-3:00PM – SWEET TREAT & COFFEE AVAILABLE
3:00PM-4:00PM - CONCURRENT WORKSHOP SESSION 4
6:30PM-9:15PM – YOUTH ROOM
7:00PM-9:00PM – ADULT RECEPTION (Offsite – DAGWOODS PUB)

TUESDAY, APRIL 16
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

6:00AM-7:00AM - REGISTRATION OPEN
7:00AM-8:00AM - BREAKFAST
8:00AM-9:00AM – CONCURRENT WORKSHOP SESSION 5
9:30AM-10:30AM – CONCURRENT WORKSHOP SESSION 6
10:45AM-12:30PM – LUNCH & CLOSING PLENARY SESSION
12:30PM-1:30PM – SHOWCASE & ON-SITE PROJECTS OPEN
12:30PM-1:30PM - COLLEGE FAIR & PHILLY TREAT AVAILABLE
1:30PM-2:30PM – CONCURRENT WORKSHOP SESSION 7
2:30PM-3:00PM – SWEET TREAT & COFFEE AVAILABLE
3:00PM-4:00PM - CONCURRENT WORKSHOP SESSION 8
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SUNDAY, APRIL 14
OPENING CELEBRATION
6:30 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.
LOCATION: INSECTARIUM AND BUTTERFLY PAVILION
8046 FRANKFORD AVE., PHILADELPHIA, 19136
Join your fellow conference attendees at the opening
celebration of Nurturing Learners, Growing Leaders: The 30th
Annual National Service-Learning Conference! Explore the
Insectarium, meet some of its residents, partake in food from
the local food truck scene, sip on some smoothies, and enjoy
entertainment provided by Mr. Grimstone,
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MONDAY, APRIL 15
OPENING PLENARY SESSION & CONTINE NTAL BREAKFAST
LOCATION: GYMNASIUM
HOURS: 8:00 A .M. – 9:30 A.M.
(DOORS OPEN AT 7:45 A.M)
JOIN FELLOW CONFERENCE ATTENDEES FOR THE OPENING SESSION OF THE 30TH
ANNUAL NATIONAL SERVICE-LEARNING CONFERENCE. HEAR FROM LEADERS IN THE
FIELDS OF SERVICE-LEARNING AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND BE INSPIRED BY
ROUSING PERFORMANCES.

FEATURED SPEAKERS
Shira Woolf-Cohen, New Foundations Charter School
Woolf-Cohen is an educator, community organizer, and leader. Over the
past two decades, she has been involved in a wide variety of community
and educational programs including the statewide charter school coalition
of Pennsylvania. She is a former teacher, after school coordinator, Dean,
and Vice Principal at New Foundations Charter School, and the founding
camp director at Girard College. Currently, Cohen is the K-8 Principal at
NFCS, serving 1,489 students in K-12. Her areas of focus within the
school are service-learning, college and career development, family
engagement, interdisciplinary curriculum, classroom instruction,
curriculum development, professional development, student behavior,
and out-of-school time learning. In addition, she serves as Adjunct
Faculty at Holy Family University within the School of Education. She is
the past winner of the G. Bernard Gill Service Award, serves on the
NYLC Board of Directors, and represents this year’s host school.

Shania Smith, Drexel University
Smith is a current Senior at Drexel University studying Marketing and
Technology Innovation Management. After spending the last four years
working at Fortune 100 companies such as Johnson & Johnson and SAP
America, Shania branched out to work at a startup in San Francisco this
past summer in the Electric Vehicle charging industry. Most recently,
Smith launched her own startup, Invure, which is a social
entrepreneurship technology company that is on a mission to close the
opportunity gap by paving paths between students, universities and
companies.
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Elisabeth Fornaro, Temple University
Fornaro studied Urban Education at Temple University. She recently
received the Dissertation of the Year Award from the International
Association for Research on Service-Learning and Community
Engagement (IARSLCE). A recent recipient of a Ph.D. in urban
education, Fornaro's research has focused on directing the spotlight of
service-learning back to the K-12 setting. More specifically, she has
expanded the conversation about service-learning’s benefits to include
the positive impacts it has on teachers and their well-being, especially
in challenging educational contexts. Her dissertation, “It’s Like
Professional Food: Sustaining Urban Educators Through ServiceLearning" explores how teachers' participation in service-learning teaching communities ameliorates
dissatisfaction among educators who may feel as though they cannot teach in ways that reflect their
personal and professional commitments.
Youth Leadership Panel
Facilitator: Ananya Singh, Morris County School of Technology
Panelist: Alison Seagal, Helping Hands Club
Panelist: Zahra Ali, Prior Lake High School
Panelist: Devyn Ankenbrant, New Foundations Charter School
Panelist: Jordan Williams, Parkway Northwest
Hear from youth leaders from across the country in this engaging
panel discussion.

MEET YOUR YOUTH EMCEE & PERFORMERS
Carmen Lopez Villamil, The Beacon School
Carmen is passionate about food justice and its role in systematic racial oppression. Food justice is
ensuring that everyone – regardless of economic status or race – has access to healthy food. It has a
myriad of effects, and tremendous potential for change – mitigating racism, promoting personal health,
and fighting climate change. She cares because food inequality flagrantly pervades New York City: the
city boasts some of the world’s most expensive restaurants, while 1.2 million people struggle to eat.
300,000 students, 20%, rely on soup kitchens, most of whom are black and brown. The solutions range
from creating community gardens that produce food, to reinforcing school food or educating individuals
about health. She actively lobbies congress, attends protests, gardens and distributes fresh food to others.
The New Foundations Charter School Dancing Bulldogs Dance Team
Founded in 2018 by two high school juniors, Imani Carter and Jewel
Madehdou, the Dancing Bulldogs were created to promote school spirit,
provide a positive school atmosphere, and serve as an outlet for students'
creativity and love of performing. They have performed at school pep rallies
and basketball games and are looking forward to expanding their
performances into the community.
Performing Members: Siani Adolphus, Imani Carter, Kemael Genece, Jewel
Madehdou, Corey McQuade, Elizabeth Morrison, Laylanee Sosa
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MONDAY, APRIL 15
THOUGHT LEADER & WORKSHOP SESSIO NS #1
HOURS: 10:00 A.M. – 11:00 A .M.

The Power of International Service-Learning
Experiences
Room: Lecture Hall
Presenter: Molly Alden-Rabenau,
Costa Rica Explorations
Have you ever thought of offering an international service-learning opportunity to students at your school
or organization? Learn how international service experiences inspire and empower middle school and
high school students to become responsible global leaders through cross-cultural immersion and
meaningful community service projects. Get started designing a safe and strategic educational program
that meets your school's curriculum standards and students' needs. Discover which steps are needed to get
the program approved by your administration.

Designing To Make a Difference
Room: 521
Presenter: Rusty McCarty, CustomED
Co-Presenter(s): Sophia Curcio
We all want to have an impact and make a difference - but have you ever found yourself jumping straight
to a solution instead of exploring the problem? During this interactive workshop, we will share best
practices and design thinking tools that will help you to brainstorm, ideate and prototype solutions to
challenges found in your communities. Bring an open mind, come ready to have fun, and leave armed
with design thinking tools and examples to help generate solutions to individual service-learning needs.

Taiwan Youth Voice: An Effective and Efficient Service-Learning Model from Local Cultivating
to Global Caring
Room: 532
Presenter: Chen-Yuan Change, Taipei Municipal Jinhua Junior High School
Co-Presenter(s): Hsiao-Ting Chiou, Hui-Ping, Sophia Ching-Wen Chiu, Jir-Rou Chen*, En-Ting Liao*,
En-Jia Lin*, Wei-en Chang*, Hsiang-Chien Kung*, Hsiao-Ching Kung*
Learn how to design an effective and efficient service-learning program with Registration, Training,
Practice, Presentation, and Advance. During the workshop, you will learn more about Taiwan, and
experience the passion, initiative and creativity of Taiwan Youth. You may want to watch the video of
our program before the workshop: https://youtu.be/rdjkDIML-MQ
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Meaningful Community-Based Partnerships: The Promises and the Pitfalls
Room: 533
Presenter: Lindsay Wall Succari, Civic Education Project - Northwestern University
Co-Presenter(s): Scarlett McCahill
How do you seek out service experiences that allow students to explore issues of injustice, privilege,
power and responsibility? Do your students see themselves as giving or receiving? Are they working on
behalf of communities, or in partnership with them?
Participants will learn from leadership at Philadelphia’s Project HOME, a national leader in
empowering individuals to break the cycle of poverty and homelessness, and have a dialogue about best
practices learned through their service-learning program.

Recycling in the Community‚ at 30 Below
Room: 522
Presenter: Emma Tomeo, Denali Borough School District
Co-Presenter(s): Kesslyn Tench, Benjamin Brown*, Ayla Walker*, and Erin Przybylski*
This workshop will share the story of what we have accomplished through the Zero Landfill Ambassadors
Program (ZLAP), what we are still trying to do and how we have addressed issues in our community.
Participants will learn new ways of working collaboratively to connect to their community and to take
action as problem-solvers in a grassroots effort.

Ethical Principle-Based Service-Learning: Connecting Colleges, K-12, Students, and Communities
Room: 523
Presenter: Carter Zenke, Duke University
Co-Presenter(s): David Malone, Amy Anderson, Kathy Sikes, Amy Jiang*, Jacob Rubin*
Our workshop assembles undergraduate college students involved in two, at first glance, starkly different
education initiatives: the Karsh Mentorship Initiative (KMI) based in Gatthaghar, Nepal, and CSbyUs,
based in Durham, North Carolina. By bringing these two initiatives together for one highly-interactive
workshop, we will explicate their similarities, highlighting standards and principles grounded in
vertically-integrated service-learning that will mobilize participants to develop similarly successful
service-learning initiatives in their schools and communities.

Hope, Health, and Strength: Student-Led Suicide Prevention
Room: 534
Presenter: Sarah Trent, Jackson Independent School
Co-Presenters: Christian Thompson*, Ethan Pugh*, Brandon Wolfe*, Dawson Prater*, Brooke Prater*,
Kadey Harris*
After a tragic suicide two years ago that devastated our school, a club was started called Sources of
Strength. Come learn from trained Peer Leaders about a suicide prevention club like no other. Our
mission is to provide the highest-quality evidence-based prevention for suicide, violence, bullying and
substance abuse by training, supporting, and empowering both peer leaders and caring adults to impact
their world through the power of connection, Hope, Help, and Strength. We believe that many strengths
are more powerful than one, and our united goal is to activate and mobilize these strengths in ways that
positively change individuals and communities
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MONDAY, APRIL 15
THOUGHT LEADER & WORKSHOP SESSIO NS #2
HOURS: 11:30 A.M. – 12:30 P .M.
YALLAH Commit to Action- How To Blend Service- Learning and the SDGs into Cross Cultural
Virtual Exchange
Room: Lecture Hall
Presenter: Anas Ghanim, Qatar Foundation International
Co-Presenter(s): Jennifer Geist
This session will provide actual tools for guiding students
through an online process that begins with all of the solid
principles of the Service-Learning Action Plan, then connecting local issues with Global Goals, leading to
the forming and fostering of cross-cultural teams that collaborate online to make a difference across the
globe. All attendees will have access to a free online professional development course!
Now What, So What, What? Backwards Planning for Service-Learning
Room: 523
Presenter: Maddy Wegner, NYLC
Co-Presenter(s): Julie Rogers-Bascom
Interested in how Understanding by Design principles fit service-learning? Join us for an exploration of
applying "Big Ideas" and assessment strategies to the service-learning cycle. Leave with strategies for
academic, civic, and social and emotional outcomes, plus unit planning resources. Come with your top
learning objectives or standards in mind!
Including People with Disabilities in Service-Learning Projects
Room: 524
Presenter: Jonathon Epstein, AHRC NYC/Pace University
Co-Presenter(s): Professor James Lawler
This workshop is designed to provide meaningful interaction with members of the disability community
with the intention of taking initial steps to break down potential social barriers and stigma. The workshop
also provides some background and an opportunity to practice initial steps involved in an inclusive
service-learning project.
Alternative Visions for Our Communities
Room: 532
Presenter: Murad Abusalim, Texas Southmost College
This program exhibits an exceptional level of collaboration and partnerships aiming at prompting regional
and local community development and leadership. All featured projects are part of service-learning
experiences aimed at fostering social responsibility and cultivating creativity among architectural students
at Texas Southmost College (TSC). Furthermore, these collective experiences generate extensive
knowledge about common urban challenges facing our communities and towns; including but not limited
to, decaying of historical downtown centers, public spaces, adequate affordable housing, urban sprawl
and segregation.
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DIY & IPARD - The 8 Letters You Need for Student-Led Service Projects
Room: 533
Presenter: Luke Waters, buildOn
Co-Presenter(s): Braulio Acuria, Jaymie Jenks, Ajani Hunt-Goddard*, Lawrence Artis*
Ashanti Champagne*, Luis De Jesus*, Jesus Ramirez*, Vanity Grullon*, Matthew Greene*, Ibrahim
Bah*, Helen Neundorff*, Adrianna Rodriguez*, and Zaniya Robinson*
buildOn is a service-learning organization that engages urban high schoolers. This year, a group of
buildOn youth organized and led a 200+ participant service project. During our interactive session, youth
and adults will learn how to implement student leadership into every service-learning project, no matter
the size. Participants will get to see service unfold in real time and will walk away with the materials they
need to lead these projects in their communities.

You Can Make It.
Room: 522
Presenter: Chengchuan Huang, Chengchi University
Join Chengchi University to learn how our international service-learning program incorporates both legal
and civic programming so that all students become fully engaged and law-abiding citizens. Hear how
students are developing their interpersonal and leadership skills through service-learning including
volunteers without borders and Love with Care.

Service-Learning Through an Entrepreneurial Lens
Room: 521
Presenter: Patty Hall, H2O for Life
Co-Presenter(s): Jini Loos and 3rd grade students who completed a project as 2nd graders
H2O for Life presents Service-Learning through an Entrepreneurial Lens. Join us to learn how your
classroom can develop leadership skills and financial literacy skills by following a template designed for
youth to develop a small business plan.

How To Set Up an Environmental Sculpture Contest
Room: 531
Presenter: John Cambridge, Insectarium and Butterfly Pavilion
Getting kids excited about making large sculptures out of recycled materials isn't terribly difficult.
Conducting the program in a way that makes you still want to wake up every day can be slightly trickier.
Come learn about the do's and don’ts of setting up an after-school STEAM program that lives or dies
based on identifying key community partners.
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SERVICE FAIR
MONDAY, APRIL 15 & TUESDAY, APRIL 16: 12:30 P.M . – 1:30 P .M.
Grab lunch in the gym and then wander the hallways to discover the great onsite projects,
exhibits, and showcases.
ONSITE PROJECTS
Reuse It or Lose It.
Did you know that 90 percent of plastic ends up in landfills or in the environment?
Come join us to learn how to transform everyday plastic materials, like bottles and
plastic bags, into something greater. At our on-site project, we will create storage
containers that will be donated to the local Pelbano Recreation Center, where
they will be used for years to come! This project will combine hands-on recycling,
math skills, and learning more about how you can be more environmentally aware.
C.A.R.E. (Caring About Refugees Everywhere) Package
When people are displaced from their home it is emotionally draining and socially overwhelming, in
addition to causing financial uncertainty. Finding a new home in a new country and culture heightens the
experience even more. Therefore, having access to basic necessities, local resources and outlets for
connecting to one’s native culture is critical to any person’s
transition. Join us for a mini-multimedia experience to learn
about the journey of refugees that arrive in Philadelphia. Help us
assemble the Caring About Refugees Everywhere Packages, to
assist refugees with the various struggles they deal with when
they first arrive. We will include cultural artifacts, language
cards, culturally-responsive books, employment resources and a
personalized welcome card in various languages. Final packages
will be delivered to a local service center that supports refugees
in Philadelphia.
Craft Kits for Cancer: A Maddie Project
An estimated 10,590 children under age 15 in the U.S. will be diagnosed
with cancer in 2018. Although life does not stop with diagnosis, harsh
cancer treatments such as chemotherapy weaken immune systems. This
means that our childhood cancer heroes are more susceptible to illness,
and therefore during their inpatient hospital stays, they are often unable to
explore beyond the designated cancer floor. Join us as we build craft kits
to help children feel more normal and remember what it feels like to be a
kid, all while hearing the story of an amazing childhood cancer hero!
Through partnership with the Maddie Kramer Foundation, completed kits
will be donated to a local Philadelphia children’s hospital.
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MONDAY, APRIL 15
THOUGHT LEADER & WORKSHOP SESSIO NS #3
HOURS: 1:30 P .M. – 2:30 P .M.
Climbing the Ladder to Meaningful Youth-Adult Partnerships
Room: Lecture Hall
Presenter: Maddy Wegner, National Youth Leadership Council
Co-Presenter(s): Ananya Singh*
This interactive workshop proposes Roger Hart's Ladder of Participation as an evaluation and planning
tool for youth workers and educators. The Ladder of Participation details levels of youth involvement in
classrooms and youth programs, from the lowest level of Manipulation to the highest level of Youth
Initiated Shared Decisions with Adults. Participants in this workshop will use Hart’s Ladder to assess the
role of youth voice in their current programs and classrooms. All participants will leave with a copy of
the Hart’s Ladder tool, as well as tangible action steps towards creating more meaningful youth adult
partnerships in their work.
Teacher Collaboration and Service-Learning: Building a Network of Urban Service-Learning
Practitioners
Room: 524
Presenter: Kyra Atterbury, Program Director, Need in Deed
Co-Presenter(s): Elisabeth Fornaro, Postdoctoral Researcher at ACCORD
What can teachers and administrators do to sustain high quality service-learning? In this session, K-12
educators will learn how Need in Deed, a Philadelphia non-profit organization dedicated to helping
Philadelphia 3rd-8th grade elementary and middle school teachers incorporate service-learning into their
teaching practice, has built a vibrant network of teachers who use the transformative experience of
service-learning to connect the classroom with the community. Participants will come away with tangible
ways to engage like-minded educators in service-learning pedagogy and with an understanding of the
advantages of creating a service-learning teacher network.

Come, Walk a Mile in My Shoes: Fostering Empathy and Deep Learning Through an Immersion
Installation
Room: 522
Presenter: Annette Ware, Abbotsleigh
Developing deep learning for students who are seeking to serve a community in a distant country can be
challenging. It is often easy for a well-intentioned project to become a fundraising effort especially when
there are issues of distance and time. Learn how one girls’ school in Australia fostered empathy and
developed deep learning by creating an immersion installation. Hear from students as they reflect on the
experience and how it shaped the service that followed.
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Connect Science: An Integrated Approach to Science, Social Emotional Learning and ServiceLearning
Room: 531
Presenter: Tracy Harkins, Harkins Consulting, Formerly KIDS Consortium
How do you teach Next Gen Science Standards, Common Core ELA and Social Emotional Learning
(SEL) through a service-learning project? Come learn about an innovative elementary curriculum
developed in partnership between Harkins Consulting (formerly KIDS Consortium), the University of
Virginia, and Arizona State University, focused on energy and the use of non-renewable and renewable
resources. See how the intentional instruction of SEL is woven through science instruction, and learn
about the exciting results from our first randomized controlled trial in 2017-2018.

Academic Service Learning in K-12: Clarkston's Journey
Room: 521
Presenter: Christine Rogers, Clarkston Community Schools
Co-Presenter(s): Dee Smith
Service-learning meets curriculum goals while empowering students to impact their community through
the power of service. Students, teachers, districts, and communities benefit in a multitude of ways. Learn
about our district’s story from implementation to sustainability. If you are beginning or continuing your
journey, this workshop will provide dialogue and tools for strengthening this work. Participants will
leave this session engaged, educated and inspired!

Images of This World
Room: 523
Presenter: Layah Hicks, Republic High School
My workshop session will be a discussion-style session about social media, society, and justice and
injustices.

Tackling Controversial Topics: Facilitation Skills for Critical Inquiry
Room: 534
Presenter: Lindsay Wall Succari, Civic Education Project - Northwestern University
As educators, we sometimes avoid addressing sensitive or controversial issues in the classroom. This
session will demonstrate ways to create and maintain a brave space for critical dialogue and introduce
facilitation techniques to address difficult topics with diverse groups. Participants will practice their skills
on real-life scenarios, and discover concrete strategies and activities to use in their classrooms.
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MONDAY, APRIL 15
THOUGHT LEADER & WORKSHOP SESSIO NS #4
HOURS: 3:00 P .M. – 4:00 P .M.
Service-Learning in Faith Traditions
Room: Lecture Hall
Presenter: Jim Kielsmeier, National Youth Leadership Council
Co-Presenter(s): Anas Ghanim, QFI
The primary purpose of service-learning, when linked to K-12 education, has become academic
achievement. Measurable change on test scores has been documented for traditionally under-represented
students when integrating service-learning and project-based learning methods. “We are testing water in
chem lab because the Dept of Natural Resources needs the results not because we are graded!” Growing
in practice and understanding is the association of service-learning with spiritual formation within faith
communities. This is the primary focus of our workshop. We will explore, in particular, Christian, Jewish,
and Muslim traditions and the historic texts that suggest best practices of service-learning can be of use.

Careers in the K-12 Education Nonprofit Sector
Room: 524
Presenter: Tara Luckie, Environmental Science Center/
Shinnyo-en Foundation
Interested in educating youth as a career outside of the classroom? The nonprofit sector is growing faster
than any other sector and education nonprofits are one of the fastest growing categories of nonprofits.
Today there are thousands of careers for educating youth through innovative K-12 nonprofit programs.
Learn more about this sector and how you could start on this career path.

Fifty Sandwiches: Humanizing the Homeless
Room: 531
Presenter: Justin Doering, Fifty Sandwiches
With a goal to humanize the homeless, Justin Doering discusses Fifty Sandwiches, a cross-country
journey exploring the stories and experiences of America's homeless. No issue can be solved without first
being understood. Join him to hear the stories of those less fortunate and what you can do to make a
difference!

Integrating Service-Learning with SEL & College Programs
Room: 522
Presenter: Rosemary Pezzuto, Camp Fire Patuxent Area
Co-Presenter(s): Students from Prince George's County Community
Join this interactive session to discuss service-learning, social emotional learning, and college programs with
students of Prince George’s Country Community. Walk away with new ideas, first-hand accounts of students
impacts, and more!
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Being On the Right Side of History: The Social Justice Side of Service-Learning
Room: 532
Presenter: Christen Clougherty, Nobis Project
Co-Presenter(s): Will Nisbet
How do we teach the value of democracy when participation has been historically limited to certain groups,
and when people today are disenfranchised by the very system put in place to give them voice? A challenging
part of service-learning, at all ages, is exposing students to the imperfections of our world and then guiding
them to become agents of change. Learn how to navigate this through examples and activities you can take
back to your classroom.

Saving Lives Through Teen Driver Safety
Room: 521
Presenter: Project Ignition Teams: Camp Fire Sunshine, Florida and Global Girls, Inc.
Join the student teams from Project Ignition to learn how they are tackling teen driver safety through servicelearning. Project Ignition has engaged teens across the country to create change for more than a decade. The
impact is profound. The experiences are emotional. The lessons are unforgettable. Car crashes remain the
number one cause of death for adolescents. Project Ignition students address this fact by working in teams,
creating budgets and timelines, and reaching out to engage schools and after-school programs with community
partners. They bring people together — and they’re saving lives.

Igniting Purpose in Youth Through Service-Learning
Room: 534
Presenter: Maria Stroup, The Impact Center
Co-Presenter(s): Deb Borden
Immerse and Ignite, a proven service-learning program, incorporates the best practices in experiential learning.
It is innovative, relevant, interactive, and seeks to use the language and experience of young people. Three
pillars aim to make the experience unforgettable, impactful, and life-changing: 1) learn and seek to understand,
2) engage and serve, 3) reflect and dig deeper. The Immerse and Ignite program will be modeled using the
social issue of differing abilities as an example.

What’s Your Leadership Style?
Room: 523
Presenter: Lindsay Wall Succari, Civic Education Project: Northwestern University
Identifying and developing your unique leadership style is an important step in your journey of learning to
make change. This interactive workshop will engage participants in a hands-on activity to identify their
leadership style and strengths, and provide tools for building teams amongst diverse groups. Participants will
practice communication, teamwork, creative thinking and problem-solving skills in a small group setting.
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MONDAY, APRIL 15
EVENING ACTIVI TIES & EVENTS
YOUTH ROOM EVENT
LOCATION: NFCS LIBRARY
6:15 P.M. – 9:15 P.M.
Get excited for this year’s Youth Room activities where you’ll be able to explore Costa Rican food,
music, dance, and more. You'll meet new people and share your experiences and love of service. We will
end the night with a Costa Rican tradition that is sure to be a sweet smash!
Agenda
6:15 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m. -7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. -8:00 pm.
8:00 p.m. -9:00 p.m.

9:00 p.m. -9:15 p.m.

Registration
Team Builders
Learn to dance the
Salsa, Bachata, & Merengue
Activity stations:
Photo Booth & Reflection
Costa Rican Bracelet Making
Cooking Demonstration
Piñata & Final Reflection

Sponsored by:

PRACTITIONER NETWORKING RECEPTION
LOCATION: DAGWOODS
4625 LINDEN AVENUE, PHILADELPHIA
MONDAY, APRIL 15, 7:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.
It wouldn’t be the National Service-Learning Conference
without the opportunity to network and meet colleagues from
across the United States and around the world. Drop your
students off at the youth room and then join your colleagues
for an evening at a great Philly pub. Enjoy hors d’oeuvres and
a Cash bar.
Transportation is available from New Foundations Charter
school starting at 7:00 p.m. with the last shuttle at 8:45 p.m.
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TUESDAY, APRIL 16
BREAKFAST: 7:00 A .M. – 8:00 A.M. IN THE GYMNASIUM
THOUGHT LEADER & WORKSHOP SESSIO NS
HOURS: 8:00 A .M. – 9:00 A.M. #5
Engaging Low-Income, Minority Teens in Service
Room: 524
Presenter: Racheal Appiah, Community Preservation and Development Corporation - Stony Brook
Co-Presenter(s): Stephanie Agyemang-Manu* and Ryan Barton
The barriers to entry for low-income, minority teens into service are often monumental. However, once
engaged in service, this unique group of youth shine bright and the impact of their service is incredible.
Come learn from nationally-recognized teenage volunteers on how to engage low-income, minority teens
in service; a group not traditionally asked to serve. Learn how to recruit, engage, and retain these volunteers,
and how to tear down the barriers to entry that exist.

There’s No Excuse - Fundraising Ideas for International Students
Room: 521
Presenter: Molly Alden-Rabenau, Costa Rica Explorations
Co-Presenter(s): Jason Huber
Are you a teacher or an administrator interested in participating in a an international service travel program,
but find the cost of the trip is a financial challenge for your students? During this session we will share
innovative ideas of how to raise money for your service program all while empowering your students to
gain leadership skills, teamwork, responsibility, and confidence. We will work together to begin creating a
focused and defined plan that will help position you and your students for success in achieving your
fundraising goals and the chance to participate in an international service-learning experience.

WE Can Make It.
Room: 533
Presenter: Wei Chen, University of Taipei
Co-Presenter(s): Yi-Lu Chen* and Jean Kuo*
Volunteer Family’s mission is to educate and train students to possess the capability of diverse insights,
multidisciplinary teamwork, and competence in both research and practice. We assume that, at the stage of
undergraduate training, basic knowledge and skills in the fields of health and welfare will put the students
at a great starting point. We also expect this will foster a sound environment for their career development
in health and welfare while also promoting the health and well-being of all citizens in Taiwan. Join us to
learn how the design of the curriculum scheme for the Department aims to keep a balance between building
expertise and provoking the interests of each individual student.
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Social Emotional Learning and Positive Behavior Support Strategies Taught Through ServiceLearning
Room: 534
Presenter: Robert Shapiro, Fitchburg State University
The process of redesigning a University course in Positive Behavior Supports to incorporate servicelearning will be discussed. Specifically, the partnership with a local public school to design and implement
a system of Positive Behavior Supports and a Social Emotional Learning curriculum will be illustrated, and
used as a backdrop to provide specific strategies for forming partnerships, implementing learning strategies,
and evaluating/revising the effects of these strategies to enhance the benefits provided to all participants.

Teaching Cyber Security with Coding
Room: 522
Presenter: Andrea Tully, San Jose State University
Co-Presenter(s): Joanna Solis and Luan Dinh
Recent cyber security breaches through highly-used web applications have created an urgent need to
educate consumers about cyber security measures and what we can do to protect ourselves. During this
interactive workshop, San Jose State University staff will introduce their cyber security and coding program
that can be facilitated by service-learners and replicated in other communities. They will also share an
overview of the curriculum they developed for elementary and middle school youth and engage participants
in basic decryption and encryption activities.

Respectful Conversations in Schools
Room: 523
Presenter: Julie Bascom-Rogers, National Youth Leadership Council
How do we help educators and young people engage in conversations about difficult topics during a time
of increasing ideological political polarization and cultural diversity? Learn how to have a Respectful
Conversation in School -- a proven model focused on softening hearts rather than changing minds.

Where’s the Wisdom in Service-Learning?
Room: 532
Presenter: Dr. Rob Shumer
Join Dr. Rob Shumer, service-learning researcher, author, and expert for a conversation on the future of
service-learning. Service-learning has been around for 50 years in the U.S. In this session, we will discuss
what leading early promoters encountered and what we have learned to help younger individuals continue
the movement.
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TUESDAY, APRIL 16
THOUGHT LEADER & WORKSHOP SESSIO NS #6
HOURS: 9:30 A .M. – 10:30 A.M.
Empowering Civic Education and Civic Engagement in
Student Learning
Room: Lecture Hall
Presenter: Hillary Kane, PHENND
Co-Presenter(s): Grace Palladino, consultant to the School District of Philadelphia; Melissa Stevens,
World Heritage Coordinator, Global Philadelphia; Beth Specker, Executive Director, Rendell Center for
Civic Education, University of Pennsylvania; Kevin Orangers, Chief Operating Officer, National
Liberty Museum
Trust in government and most major social institutions is low. Despite large increases in formal
education, measures of political knowledge have remained flat for decades. Renewed attention to civic
education may help moderate some of these adverse developments. Join civic education and
engagement thought leaders to discuss reinvigorating civiclife for all young people.

Taking Action for the Sustainable Development Goals
Room: 521
Presenter: Anna Mahalak, United Nations Association-USA
Co-Presenter(s): Katie Reusch, Anna Mahalak
Become a local leader for the UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This interactive
workshop will allow participants to connect with an SDG that is meaningful to them, and learn about
resources, opportunities, and strategies to take action for that SDG in their local community. The United
Nations Association-USA and Youth Service America are working together to empower youth leadership
for sustainable development, which is a critical element to success of the SDGs.

Service-Learning in Higher Education Roundtable
Room: 522
Presenter: Caitlin Gaspar, Arizona State University
Co-Presenter(s): Michelle Blagg-Catone; Deborah Ruiz
Are you involved in service-learning in Higher Education? Join this roundtable discussion with faculty,
administrators and students from colleges and universities to explore trends in Higher Ed ServiceLearning such as implementation models, successes, challenges, retention, resources, data collection,
assessment, research, recognition, sustainable funding, satisfying graduation requirements through S-L
and more. This session will serve as a venue to share best practices in service-learning at the collegiate
level.
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Creating Change Agents Through Service-Learning
Room: 533
Presenter: Barbara Sheppard, Cabarrus Health Alliance
Co-Presenter(s): Jordan Melton, *select youth from the TRAIL program will provide testimonials,
which will be delivered either in person or via video presentation.
This workshop will provide participants with practical strategies and tools to develop a Service-Learning
Project plan that meets the specific needs of their community. Through an engaging and interactive
session, participants will hear directly from youth and public health professionals how a project has used
Service-Learning Projects to improve school climate, increase community engagement and collaboration,
and enhance the wellbeing of youth. Participants will leave with a guidebook and personalized plan.

Service-Learning in Independent Public Charter Schools
Room: 534
Presenter: Richard Welles, Coalition of Public Independent Charter Schools
Examples of several service-learning programs developed and implemented by independent public charter
schools in a variety of communities around the nation will be shared.

From Blues to Belonging - Changing the Narrative Through Service
Room: 531
Presenter: Leif Erickson, Youth Community Service
Co-Presenter(s): Co-presenters will include practitioners and youth peer leaders
This interactive workshop will share information with youth-serving organizations who address student
challenges through service-learning. The workshop will inspire youth peer leaders and adult allies to build
diverse student communities of belonging. Out of a region marked by youth anxiety and stark resource
inequality, presenters will share stories of discovering interwoven destinies, hope and courage. Together,
participants create a plan to enable each student "to go easy, to be filled with light, and to shine."

Creating Authentic Youth Voice Through 3D Dialogue: Hands Were Meant for More Than
Raising
Room: 523
Presenter: Adrian Ruiz, Youth Development Network
Co-Presenter(s): Heidi Elneil, Juan Flores*, Sanjana Srivastava, Nasma Wali-Ali, Solana Torres
This workshop will explore how to create a process for 100% hands and minds engagement. Participants
will experience an introduction to the LEGO Serious Play facilitated model. Participants will discuss and
hear from the experiences of other youth leadership programs. Facilitators will share and demonstrate
their successful experiences using the process in their youth-led philanthropy program.
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TUESDAY, APRIL 16
PLENARY SESSION
LOCATION: GYMNASIUM
HOURS: 10:45 A.M. – 12:30 P .M.
THIS IS A SESSION YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS! HEAR FROM AMAZING LEADERS,
CELEBRATE AWARD WINNERS, AND BE INSPIRED BY STORIES FROM ALUMNI.

FEATURED SPEAKERS
Marjorie O. Rendell, United States District Court
Judge Rendell was inducted as a judge of the United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania in March of 1994 and was elevated to the
United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in November of 1997.
Judge Rendell took Senior Status on July 1, 2015. She currently co-chairs the
Courts and Community Committee of the Court of Appeals. In 2004, Judge
Rendell was awarded the Philadelphia Bar Association's Sandra Day O’Connor
Award, given annually to a woman attorney whose career in the legal
profession has demonstrated her superior legal talent and significant
achievements within the legal community, and her support for women in the
profession. As First Lady of Pennsylvania from January of 2003 through January 2011, Judge Rendell’s
primary initiative focused on imparting civic responsibility to Pennsylvania’s children through civic
learning. To that end, she worked as a lead partner in establishing the Pennsylvania Coalition for
Representative Democracy (PennCORD) and continues that effort as co-founder of the Rendell Center for
Civics and Civic Engagement, a nonprofit corporation that focuses on educating students, especially at the
elementary level, regarding the principles and disciplines of democracy.
Steve Culbertson, Youth Service America (YSA)
Culbertson led the international expansion of National Youth Service Day
into Global Youth Service Day (GYSD) in 2000, and YSA now coordinates
GYSD activities in more than 100 countries on six continents. In 2008, he
developed Semester of Service, an academic framework that links Martin
Luther King Day of Service (January) to Global Youth Service Day (April)
with service-learning projects of “Duration and Intensity.”
Under Steve’s leadership since 1996, YSA has grown into a recognized
leader in the youth service movement. His achievements on behalf of YSA
include increasing the scale and scope of the organization for two years in a
row. The Nonprofit Times named him to its list of “The 50 most powerful and influential leaders” in the
sector, saying, “Culbertson has helped to position volunteering and young people as an issue and a
national priority.”
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Jill Farina, Pennsylvania State University
Farina has participated in the National Service-Learning Conference for seven
years. Her first appearance was when she was just in 2nd grade. Through her work
with service-learning at her school, New Foundations Charter School, she has
worked on several on-site service projects. She has helped create, lead and
facilitate these projects all through middle school and high school.
Today, she is currently a junior at Pennsylvania State University working towards
her Secondary Education degree in Social Studies.
Dr. James C. Kielsmeier, National Youth Leadership Council Founder and
Senior Scholar
Dr. Kielsmeier has committed his life to transforming the roles of young people in
society — building youth/adult partnerships that facilitate young people’s growth
from recipients of information to contributing members of a democratic society. In
the process, he has pioneered service-learning, an educational approach that benefits
young people and communities around the world.
Jim’s work is rooted in his time as a youth worker in Harlem and as a U.S. Army
Infantry platoon leader and community relations officer in Korea in the 1960s. His experiences bridge the
traditional divide between formal and informal education, having served as a middle and high school
teacher, leading Outward Bound programs, and bringing Outward Bound strategies into mainstream public
schools. In St. Louis in the 1980s, he developed an experiential model for youth development that featured
cross-age mentoring, building trust and community across racial barriers in a desegregating school district.
Amy Meuers, National Youth Leadership Council
Meuers is the Chief Executive Officer of the National Youth Leadership Council
and is committed to ensuring all young people become civically informed and
engaged global citizens. Amy joined NYLC in 2004 after working for ten years
in marketing and communications with Travelers Insurance. She became CEO of
NYLC in 2015 after serving in various positions including Chief Operations
Officer and Chief Marketing Officer.
Amy has spoken at national and international conferences, led sessions on service-learning and youth
engagement, and written numerous articles and blogs on the importance of youth voice and civic action.
She believes when young people are engaged in real-world experiences as part of their education, they
become passionate advocates for making the world a better place.
Project Ignition Awards Recognition
Presented by the National Youth Leadership Council in partnership with the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, these awards are presented to
Project Ignition teams who have taken action to save lives by addressing issues
of teen driver safety.
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MEET YOUR YOUTH EMCEE
Zahra Ali, Prior Lake High School
Zahra is currently a junior (11th Grade) at Prior Lake High School in Minnesota. She is a
leader in the Muslim community and has attended lectures and community meetings. She
aspires to better adapt the newer Muslim students to her school. She is passionate about social
justice, especially as it relates to African American young people and cultural understanding.

SERVICE & COLLEGE FAIR
MONDAY, APRIL 15 & TUESDAY, APRIL 16: 12:30 P.M . – 1:30 P .M.
ONSITE PROJECTS
Reuse It or Lose It.
Did you know that 90 percent of plastic ends up in landfills or in the environment? Come join us to learn
how to transform everyday plastic materials, like bottles and plastic bags, into something greater. At our
on-site project, we will create storage containers that will be donated to the local Pelbano Recreation
Center, where they will be used for years to come! This project will combine hands-on recycling, math
skills, and learning more about how you can be more environmentally aware.
C.A.R.E. (Caring About Refugees Everywhere) Package
When people are displaced from their home it is emotionally draining and socially overwhelming, in
addition to causing financial uncertainty. Finding a new home in a new country and culture heightens the
experience even more. Therefore, having access to basic necessities, local resources and outlets for
connecting to one’s native culture is critical to any person’s transition. Join us for a mini-multimedia
experience to learn about the journey of refugees that arrive in Philadelphia. Help us assemble the Caring
About Refugees Everywhere Packages, to assist refugees with the various struggles they deal with when
they first arrive. We will include cultural artifacts, language cards, culturally-responsive books,
employment resources and a personalized welcome card in various languages. Final packages will be
delivered to a local service center that supports refugees in Philadelphia.
Craft Kits for Cancer: A Maddie Project
An estimated 10,590 children under age 15 in the U.S. will be diagnosed with cancer in 2018. Although
life does not stop with diagnosis, harsh cancer treatments such as chemotherapy weaken immune systems.
This means that our childhood cancer heroes are more susceptible to illness, and therefore during their
inpatient hospital stays, they are often unable to explore beyond the designated cancer floor. Join us as we
build craft kits to help children feel more normal and remember what it feels like to be a kid, all while
hearing the story of an amazing childhood cancer hero! Through partnership with the Maddie Kramer
Foundation, completed kits will be donated to a local Philadelphia children’s hospital.

COLLEGE FAIR
Come and visit with colleges and universities from Philadelphia and the surrounding area.
Hear about service-learning on campus and meet some great people!
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TUESDAY, APRIL 16
THOUGHT LEADER & WORKSHOP SESSIO NS #7
HOURS: 1:30 P .M. – 2:30 P .M.
The Power of Culturally-Responsive Service-Learning
Room: Lecture Hall
Presenter: Michael VanKuleun,
National Youth Leadership Council
Service-learning is an opportunity to explore and include authentic learning experiences and outcomes
for all students. Dr. Van Keulen explores how schools, students, and community must develop the right
relationships through culturally-responsive instruction to better determine that authenticity. This session
analyzes key attributes of sustainable and effective community-student-school partnerships.

A Conversation with Lis Farnaro
Room: 524
Presenter: Lis Fornaro, Temple University
Join Lis Fornaro from Temple University to discuss the positive impacts service-learning has on teachers
and their well-being, especially in challenging educational contexts. Her dissertation, "It's Like
Professional Food: Sustaining Urban Educators Through Service-Learning" explores how teachers'
participation in service-learning teaching communities ameliorates dissatisfaction among educators who
may feel as though they cannot teach in ways that reflect their personal and professional commitments,
such as fully meet the needs of their students at both the academic and emotional levels. She obtained her
teaching certification through her time with the Philadelphia Teaching Fellows Program, and was an
educator for six years. She wanted to ensure she had a foundation as a teacher before moving into the
policy realm, stating that "practitioners have the most informed and valuable perspectives."

Putting Baltimore First: Community Impact Through Place-Based Community Engagement
Room: 532
Presenter: Revan Kiahna, The Johns Hopkins University
Co-Presenter(s): Nairuti Shastry
Colleges and universities, critically examining their own service models, are asking: what impact do we
actually have on communities? One theory that has emerged as a result is place-based community
engagement (PBCE). In this workshop, we will explore Baltimore First, Johns Hopkins University’s
individualized direct-service program. Participants will work together to elucidate what PBCE in a
service-learning context means for their own institution and how they can work to put Baltimore (or their
own community) First.
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IPARD: Not Just for Beginners
Room: 521
Presenter: Beth Nickle, Study High School
Investigation, Preparation, Action, Reflection and Demonstration. These five elements are crucial to the
success of a meaningful service-learning project. Join us in this interactive workshop as we examine the
IPARD process. You will leave this workshop with a better understanding of each of the elements of the
IPARD process and some practical tools to help you when you return home.

Reflection Practices for Leadership
Room: 533
Presenter: Lisa Sackreiter, The Blake School
In this interactive session, participants will reflect on their conference experience in several ways using
practices that can be applied to a wide range of service-learning and community engagement
experiences to deepen learning and build leadership.

Overcoming Adversity
Room: 531
Presenter: Russell Phillips
This workshop invites participants from diverse backgrounds and communities to be engaged, inspired,
and motivated to make a change in the world that surrounds them. As the addiction epidemic continues to
destroy families and communities, it's up to us to be the catalyst for a better world and make a difference
in the lives around us.

Joy! Your Path to Successful Service-Learning and a Happy Life
Room: 523
Presenter: Anas Ghanim, Qatar Foundation International
This workshop will help you realize the importance of joy in a service-learning project, come to
experience the power of giving joy and energy to others, and how can you incorporate this in a servicelearning project with your partners and project participants. You are guaranteed to leave the room happy
and full of ideas for a more effective and positive service-learning project!
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TUESDAY, APRIL 16
THOUGHT LEADER & WORKSHOP SESSIO NS #8
HOURS: 3:00 P .M. – 4:00 P .M.

Sparks + Skills + Global Goals + ASAP = Youth Changing the World
Room: Lecture Hall
Presenter: Steve Culbertson, Youth Service America (YSA)
Steve will help you apply YSA’s Youth Changing the World framework to
help youth and communities thrive by working together for the common good. Young people are
powerful leaders of change when they apply their sparks (personal interests, talents, and passions) and
develop 21st Century Skills (critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, communication, and empathy) to
help solve the world’s biggest problems (the UN Sustainable Development Goals) through LeadASAP
(Awareness, Service, Advocacy and Philanthropy) action strategies.
So You Need To Teach Other Adults What Service-Learning Is... In Less Than An Hour?
Room: 524
Presenter: Tracy Harkins, Harkins Consulting LLC (Formerly KIDS Consortium)
Are you responsible for making sure that multiple groups of people know what service-learning is? Are
you unsure how to start (or finish?) Come to this workshop to learn how to get a group of people all on
the same page in a fun and engaging way! Learn how to use the KIDS What is it Game as a launching pad
for common language in your school/organization.

SDG Lab
Room: 532
Presenter: Nicholas Martino, THINK Global School/Authentic Learning Lab
Co-Presenter(s): Victor Anthony*, Ayesha Kazim*, and Andrew Renier*
The SDG Lab is an interactive simulation using the UN Sustainable Development Goals. Participants will
work together to create actionable proposals for local and global implementation. Join us if you are
interested in applying your education to benefit the world.

Making Literacy and Service Come Alive for Elementary Students
Room: 522
Presenter: Lindsay Mottley, Chesterfield County Public Schools
Co-Presenter(s): Laura Ivey
Building Bridges through Literacy and Service: Lara Ivey (librarian) and Lindsay Mottley (principal) will
present their journey of discovering the power of service-learning for elementary students. Through their
study and application, they will share practical ways they have discovered to integrate service into what is
already happening in schools to create buy-in from staff. They will share real life examples, stumbling
blocks they encountered, and examples that you can replicate as soon as you get back to your school!
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Mind Your Business, Entrepreneurship for Life
Room: 521
Presenter: Jason Huber, Global Classroom Project
The key to success is helping others. Service, travel, making money and the mindful pursuit of happiness.
Mind Your Business is the practical guide to transforming your mind so you can achieve happiness. If
you have thought of being a social entrepreneur, want to really help others or want to take your career,
students, or service curriculum to the next level then explore short meditations and conversations for daily
practices to put your dreams into action. Discover how you can improve your relationships and increase
your opportunities for success by simply being who you really are. Create a map for life‚ a journey
through service and walk out with tools in your backpack you can use immediately.

We Are All in This Together
Room: 523
Presenter: Cindy-lou Bleakley, All Saints Anglican School
It is important to all work together to achieve success. Service-learning activities should be offered to all
students and not just the high flyers. Students of all abilities are able to achieve and gain skills for lifelong learning. This workshop is designed to help educators and students find environmental projects
where they can engage in local issues, develop employ-ability, and gain 21st century skills.

Advocacy BINGO: Engaging Your Elected Officials
Room: 531
Presenter: Michael Minks, Youth Service America
At the end of the Constitutional Convention here in Philadelphia, Benjamin Franklin said the Constitution
gave us “a republic, if you can keep it.” An important part of keeping our democracy working is engaging
with our elected officials at all levels on the issues we care about. Come create a winning combination of
ideas to reach out to your elected officials and play a game of Advocacy BINGO. Get tips and tools to be
an activist for your projects.
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EXHIBITORS
Civic Education Project - Northwestern University
www.cep.northwestern.edu
Civic Education Project (CEP) is a leadership and civic engagement program based at Northwestern
University’s Center for Talent Development.
Costa Rica Explorations
www.costaricaexplorations.org
Visit Costa Rica Explorations to learn how students of all ages can participate in a cross-cultural
experience in which they can gain a more compassionate perspective of the diverse cultures of the world.
Using an experiential hands-on approach, through community service projects, homestays, & adventure
travel, participants are able to develop greater self- confidence, leadership techniques, independence, and
team-building skills. We strive to open students’ eyes to their own capabilities of being able to make a
positive difference in the world. Working side-by-side local community partners we strive to help
organizations define and realize their needs in order to educate and increase awareness, to improve
infrastructure, to provide needed access to resources, to support environmental sustainability and
community development.
Corporation for National & Community Service
www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps/americorps-programs/americorps-vista
AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) members bring passion and perseverance where
the need is greatest: to organizations that help eradicate poverty. AmeriCorps VISTA members serve as a
catalyst for change, living and working alongside community members to meet our nation’s most pressing
challenges and advance local solutions.
Four Diamonds
www.fourdiamonds.org
Mini-THON is a powerful student-led movement that raises funds and awareness for Four Diamonds to
conquer childhood cancer. This leadership development program encourages teamwork, creativity and
school spirit. It also offers opportunities for students to receive hands-on experience in marketing,
finance, social media, event planning, hospitality and project management. Students create a culture of
helping others and giving back to their communities while being Partners In The Fight™ to conquer
childhood cancer.
Harkins Consulting (Formerly KIDS Consortium)
www.harkinsconsultingllc.com
We provide professional development and resources to support the development of high-quality servicelearning in formal and informal settings.
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MobileServe
www. mobileserve.com
Empower your students by tracking their service hours with MobileServe. Utilize multiple verification
methods such as geo-location, in-app signatures, supervisor emails and event check-ins to cut down on
your time approving service hours.
National Youth Leadership Council
www.nylc.org
For more than 35 years, the National Youth Leadership Council has transformed classrooms, empowered
teachers, and captivated students by leading the way in providing high-quality, dynamic service-learning
content to school districts, classrooms, after-school programs, and everything in between. NYLC is your
stop for training and technical assistance, convenings, grants, online community, and more.
Qatar Foundation International
www.qfi.org
Stop by and find out about our online resources for leading collaborative service learning, and building
meaningful connections with the Arab World! See how you can connect local issues with Global Goals,
leading to the forming and fostering cross-cultural teams that collaborate online to make a difference
across the globe.
Service Year Alliance
www.serviceyear.org/education
Service Year Alliance is working to make a year of paid full-time service - a service year - a common
expectation and opportunity for all young Americans.
Soul Healing Experience
www.soulhealingexperience.com
The SHE Box is an integrated brave space for women to utilize a plethora of social emotional coping
tools to build and sustain holistic wellness.
Spark the Wave
www.sparkthewave.org
Spark the Wave is a nonprofit organization that empowers teenagers to be stronger volunteers and
community leaders through training and exposure to hands-on service opportunities.
WorldStrides ISA Global Competence
www.worldstrides.com/global-competence-programs/
WorldStrides ISA Global Competence has beenAn educational leader since 1967 and is the first travel
company to be accredited as a school. Customize itineraries across the curriculum for your school with
only 10 students in 100 worldwide destinations and with college preparatory credit included on all
programs. Stay with families, serve local communities or study at world-renowned universities on global
language immersion, service-learning, academic study and leadership experiences.
YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly
www.blueridgeassembly.org
YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly is a non-profit retreat and conference destination located just outside of
Asheville in the Blue Ridge Mountains. We invite you to Stay, Meet, and Play with us!
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SERVICE-LEARNING SHOWCASE
Academic Service-Learning Project Inspiration
Presented by: ASL
Come see visuals, artifacts, and resources for many service-learning projects at Clarkston Community
Schools including projects from Elementary, Secondary, Special Education, Alternative Education, and
subject areas beyond the Core curriculum. The eye-catching displays will showcase student learning,
community partners, and the service provided.
Bridging the Gap from Classroom to Community: An Immersive Spanish Service-Learning
Program
Presented by: Rye Country Day School
Rye Country Day is currently piloting a service-learning program in the Upper School Spanish
Department which has brought greater depth to their focus on the Spanish language, culture and issues
relating to our greater community. The students and teachers of our two Advanced Spanish courses have
developed a mutually beneficial partnership with Caritas of Port Chester, a local Food Bank. RCDS
students volunteer at Caritas monthly, during the school day, using their Spanish skills to connect with the
clients and help them select items based on their food bank allowance.
Build a Leader: Allowing Students To Step Up & Show Out
Presented by: Urban Edutainers
This showcase highlights ways to help educators develop more opportunities to provide students a chance
at leadership.
Community Projects in Denali
Presented by: Denali Borough School District
Come visit and learn from the community projects of Denali including:
Water testing -- Clean drinking water is a necessity for all humans. We need clean water to stay hydrated, grow
plants, and to raise livestock. In Healy, Alaska there is no water treatment plant. Everyone gets their water
from wells which access our local groundwater supply. While this does mean we have much more freedom
with our water it also makes it easier for us to be drinking water with harmful substances in it without
knowing. I am going to be testing people’s water in order to see what contaminants might be in our water and
comparing it to what is in Fairbanks’ water because they have a water treatment plant. My hope is that my
project will help inform people of what is going on with their water and I hope my project will be used to help
the town make decisions with water regulation as the town grows.
Podcast of local news and interests -- Currently, the news in my school and community is poorly broadcast, so
the aim of my podcast would be to better inform fellow classmates and the adults of the community. I am
interested in creating this podcast because it gives me a lot of flexibility to talk to community members about
problems or issues that are not very well-addressed.
Connection with elders – This project focuses on helping local seniors with their needs and identifying
community members who would like to share their stories. By determining their needs, I will make plans to
support the seniors and I will try to connect younger students with the seniors. I will share the interviews with
the younger students to be used in a classroom timeline project at Cantwell School.
Multi-age science connections -- Connecting high school students to elementary students during science class
is the focus of this project. By connecting these students, our school will become more unified while learning.
The high school students will get a better understanding of the process they are teaching, while the
kindergarten students will see the fun and excitement of learning.
Healy Tech Team -- This is a club that sets up and runs the sound and lights for community productions.
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Connecting You with the UN
Presented by: United Nations Association-USA
Visit The United Nations Association (UNA-USA) showcase to learn about the movement of Americans
who believe that our interests and values can best be advanced by standing with the planet’s only truly
universal institution: The United Nations. We stand up for the UN so the UN can keep standing up for the
world. With over 20,000 members (60% under the age of 25) and more than 200 chapters across the
country, UNA-USA members are united in their commitment to global engagement and their belief that
each of us can play a part in advancing the UN’s mission and achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals. UNA-USA has a growing network of youth leaders advocating for global progress on the world
stage.
Day of Water: Students Providing Clean Water Across the World to Those in Need
Presented by: McDonogh School
Come and learn about the Day of Water! In the Day of Water, students participate in a variety of modular
lessons that teach them about the global water crisis through all of their core subjects: Language Arts,
Math, Science, and Social Studies. They experience interactive, hands-on activities and hear real life
stories about the impact of not having clean water close by. Students are challenged to determine which
school will get the next rainwater collection system and are presented with an opportunity to get involved,
get the word out about the global water crisis, and fund a water tank themselves. The resources, lesson
plans, and modular curriculum of the Day of Water have been developed through a partnership with
McDonogh School in Baltimore, MD and the Ugandan Water Project, in Lima, NY. These have been
developed to benefit students here in the US as a part of their service-learning coursework as well as to
benefit the students who receive the rainwater collection systems. They have been shared with schools
around the East Coast and are available for teachers of any subject or grade level to use!
Hope, Health, and Strength
Presented by: Jackson Independent School
After a tragic suicide two years ago that devastated our school, a club was started called Sources of
Strength. Come learn through trained Peer Leaders about a suicide prevention club like no other. Our
mission is to provide the highest quality evidence-based prevention for suicide, violence, bullying and
substance abuse by training, supporting, and empowering both peer leaders and caring adults to impact
their world through the power of connection, Hope, Help, and Strength. We believe that many strengths
are more powerful than one, and our united goal is to activate and mobilize these strengths in ways that
positively change individuals and communities.
Kids Can Help Kids Through Literacy
Presented by: Bykids4kids
The mission of ByKids4Kids is to help all kids and inspire change in the world. Our goal is to provide
zero-cost public service activities to all children living in Washtenaw County, MI. We want to allow all
youth access to the resources they need to become successful adults. We believe kids working together
will reduce social disparities, violence, and help create an equitable environment. Bykids4kids currently
focuses on two programs: Kindle Kingdom and Soleful. Soleful is a way to give back to those in need
through providing shoes. Our youth volunteer and collect shoes from local businesses that citizens have
generously donated. Then, they send them to a school in Varanasi, India (Little Stars) and other local
nonprofit organizations.
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Project Ignition
Presented by: Jackson Independent School
Project Ignition addresses teen-driver safety issues and empowers youth to lead campaigns that make
measurable differences in their schools, their communities, and beyond. It is founded on a servicelearning strategy that embeds the topic of teen-driver safety more deeply within a school/afterschool
programs and makes connections to academic goals. Join students from Jackson Independent School to
learn how they are saving lives through teen driver safety.
Service, Learning, and Collaboration
Presented by: Alexandria Country Day
ACDS has found innovative ways to collaborate with neighbors, experts, and other interested parties to
take our service-learning program to a new level. We have two examples of collaborative projects this
year. First, we joined a community-based coalition to address the issues of hunger and food insecurity
within the city of Alexandria, Virginia, and worked with this organization to plan lessons and activities
for World Food Day throughout the city. Second, we partnered with the City’s Department of Parks,
Recreation, and Cultural Activities to educate the neighbors about an important park in our area.
Service-Learning in National ChengChi University of Taiwan
Presented by: Delegation from the National ChengChi University of Taiwan
Meet the student delegation from the national ChengChi University of Taiwan and learn how they are
introducing service-learning to their university and the entire country of Taiwan. The service-learning of
ChengChi university focuses mainly on rural education with the hope of reducing the gap between urban
and rural areas and to enable students to reflect on the significance of their ability to change the world.
Service Years as a Strategy To Expand Access to Afterschool and Extended Learning Programs
Presented by: Service Year Alliance
A service year is a paid, full-time opportunity to develop real-world skills through hands-on service
through programs like AmeriCorps, the Peace Corps, YouthBuild, and hundreds of others. Service years
are a good strategy for afterschool programs they help: Increase program capacity: increase human capital
at alower cost; Expand reach: serve many more kids and families; Strengthen partnerships: building and
stewarding partnerships between afterschool programs and schools, with community sites and community
providers; Create a community pipeline: kids who grow up in the afterschool program see the service year
opportunity as an option on their path to college and career success; Achieve real youth outcomes: build
deeper relationships with students and achieve significant outcomes. Join us to learn about the many
programs that utilize this strategy and learn how it can be a resource for you and your program.
Street Youth Connection Sierra Leone (SYC-SL)
Presented by: Street Youth Connection Sierra Leone (SYC-SL)
Learn how a computer-based training program helps youth gain computer skills in Sierra Leone.
Unlocking Human Potential
Presented by: Arizona State University
Learn about Arizona State University's innovative approach to unlocking human potential, powered by
platform technologies and driven by everyone’s desire to achieve greatness during their lifetime. This
program allows students to explore opportunities they want to pursue in their journey to grow their unique
potential as individuals. The process is inspired through peer stories. Users of this program are supported
by a facilitator who mentors them and provides feedback on their challenges. This program relies on the
peer and community interactions as individuals are inspired by each individual's unique story and
background. We are interested in presenting at the student showcase because we would like to share the
work we are doing as well as hear feedback on how we can improve and evolve effective feedback we
provide to our peers in their student reflections on principled innovation in an alternative digital space.
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Virtual Exchange: Enabling Cross-Cultural Service-Learning
Presented by: Qatar Foundation International
QFI has over a decade of experience in helping young people and educators connect virtually and build
meaningful partnerships. After a long partnership with the National Youth Leadership Council, QFI has
designed the "Commit to Action" course where young people and educators can learn about the easiest
ways to use technology to connect with other cultures online, learn about the Sustainable Development
Goals and build service-learning projects locally and globally. The course will be available for free on the
Participate platform.
Zero Landfill Ambassadors Program
Presented by: Denali Borough School District
Visit with students and their Waste reduction projects including:
ZLAP sustainability and expansion -- The Zero Landfill Ambassadors Program is in its 5th year. We have
grown beyond a small volunteer group that meets once per week at lunch. We are working on a plan for
group sustainability and at the same time working to encourage other school districts in the area to start
ZLAP programs of their own.
Cardboard Fuel Bricks -- Tons of cardboard and wood waste are put in our local landfill each year. We
are determining the best combination of cardboard and wood shavings to make a pressed log wafer for
burning in wood stoves. Our conclusions will be shared with an organization that is preparing to build a
factory to make fuel briquettes from waste cardboard.
Single-use Plastics – Plastics have a large negative impact in the ocean. I will lead a community trash
clean-up and persuade local businesses to switch to reusable bags instead of plastic bags.
School Lunch Program – We do not have a consistent lunch program at our school. The non-profit
organizations that serve lunch some days during the week use disposal plates. In addition, many of the
foods that students bring from home are pre-packaged. This generates lots of waste that goes to the
landfill. With a lunch program, we will get reusable dishes and a dishwasher, and the students will be able
to have well-balanced meals, which improves learning in the classroom.
Energy Audit – This project will be studying the electricity usage of items commonly used in daily life.
There is so much electrical power going to waste and harming the environment. By showing people a way
to help save energy and lower their electrical bill, I hope that my project will get people to take action
towards conserving power.
Community / School Garden – This project focuses on building a garden in the community. People enjoy
working with gardens and having fresh produce. This project will be about how having a garden that
could help the environment and the community. The garden will be an outlet for the compost we create
from lunch scraps.
These skills will help us throughout our lives and benefit others through production.
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CONFERENCE NOTES
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THANK YOU FOR JOINING US AT THE
30 T H ANNUAL NATIONAL SERVICE-LEARNING CONFERENCE®
NURTURING LEARNERS, GROWING LEADERS
Visit www.nylc.org to stay up-to-date on all the latest
conference news, resources, and more.
See you next year!
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