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Part I: Applicable Statutes- Labor Law Sections 
200, 241(6) and 240

Section 200-
Codification of 
Common Law 
Negligence.

1

Section 240- The 
Scaffold Law 

2

Section 241(6)-
Violations Based on 
NYS Industrial 
Code.

3



1. Applicable Statutes- Labor Law Section 200
A. All places to which this chapter applies

shall be so constructed, equipped,
arranged, operated and conducted as
to provide reasonable and adequate
protection to the lives, health and
safety of all persons employed therein
or lawfully frequenting such places.

B. A codification of common law
negligence principles

C. Applies to more than just construction
workers

D. Two categories:
1- defect in the premises
2- defect in work/equipment.

E.      Comparative negligence is a 
defense













PART II: Twelve 
Recent Cases

Some things to consider:

1. Who was involved?

2. Where did it happen?

3. What were they working on?

4. What were they doing?

5. What were they working with (or 
without)?

6. Who was telling them what to do?

7. Who had the authority to tell them 
what to do?

8. What could possibly go wrong here?



















except when the
device collapses, moves, falls, or otherwise fails to
support the plaintiff and his or her materials"



Gutierrez v 610 Lexington Prop., LLC, 179 A.D.3d 513, January, 2020 
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