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HONORING
THE LAND

We would like to take a 

moment to acknowledge 

that we are on the 

traditional land of the

Haudenosaunee People 

who have been here since 

time immemorial.

https://locallove.ca/issues/what-are-land-acknowledgements-and-why-do-they-matter/#.XyB2Py2z2Rs



OPENING

Setting 

our 

intentions



IN THIS 
PRESENTATION...

We will be offering an overview 

of best practices in 

implementing restorative 

practices (RP) in schools. If you 

are already utilizing restorative 

practices in your schools, we 

hope to give you some new 

ideas and/or ways to continue 

using them virtually. If you are 

new to RP we hope to give you 

insights and resources as to all 

of the benefits!



“We are each other’s harvest, we are 

each other’s business; we are each 

other’s magnitude and bond.” 

~Gwendolyn Brooks



Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=QjVI-1XDX_Y&feature=emb_logo



WHERE ARE YOU IN YOUR 
RP JOURNEY?

Introduce yourself (where you 

are from, what you do, etc.) and 

state if there were any restorative 

practices in the video that your 

district is already utilizing? Are 

there any practices that you think 

you yourself might like to learn 

more about or try?

Option #1: 

Type responses 

in chat

Option #2: 

Share live 

(we are looking 

for 

3-6 volunteers)



COMMON CIRCLE VALUES

Love Respect Inclusivity Generosity

Courage Trust Sharing Empathy

Humility Honesty

Source: http://www.livingjusticepress.org/vertical/sites/%7B4A259EDB-E3E8-47CD-8728-0553C080A1B0%7D/uploads/2_Circle_Values.pdf



COMMON 
CIRCLE 

GUIDELINES

Respect the 

Talking Piece.

Speak from 

your heart. 

Listen with 

your heart. 

Speak with 

respect. 

Listen with 

respect

Remain in the 

Circle.
Honor 

Confidentiality

Source: http://www.livingjusticepress.org/vertical/sites/%7B4A259EDB-E3E8-47CD-8728-0553C080A1B0%7D/uploads/Circle_Guidelines.pdf



CHECK-IN
With your camera turned on, use your 

hands to share how you are feeling right 

now on a scale of 1-10. Alternate

check-in: 

Type your 

number in the 

chat box



WHY CIRCLES?
The purposes for which Circles can be used are endless. Here are a few

in different contexts:

Schools:

Enhance learning 

in the classroom, 

reduce bullying, 

addressing 

behavior issues, 

building team 

spirit

Families:

Support parent-

child 

relationships, 

address issues of 

concern, deal 

with death

Support for:

Grief, emotional 

healing, 

transitions in 

life, times of 

illness, recovery, 

reintegration

Community 

Building:

Draw on diverse 

strengths, build 

mutual 

understanding, 

participate in 

planning, 

responding to 

challenge

Racial Justice:

Addressing 

historical and 

ongoing trauma 

from racial 

injustices and 

inequities, 

promote 

awareness and 

understanding
Source: http://www.livingjusticepress.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={51F9C610-C097-446A-8C60-05E8B4599FE7}



Source: https://education.uwsp.edu/381/activities/pbis.php



Restorative 
Practices

Social-
emotional 
learning

Trauma-
informed

Culturally 
inclusive

Increasing 
accountability



“Human beings are happier, more cooperative and productive, and more likely to 

make positive changes in their behavior when those in positions of authority do things 

with them, rather than to them or for them.”

~ Ted Wachtel
Source: https://www.iirp.edu/defining-restorative/social-discipline-window



Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-RZYSTJAAo



Closing
“Everything an Indian does is in a circle, and 

that is because the power of the World always 
works in circles, and everything tries to be 

round… The sky is round and I have heard the 
earth is round like a ball and so are all the 

stars. The wind in its greatest power whirls, birds 
make their nests in circles for theirs is the same 
religion as ours. The sun comes forth and goes 

down again in a circle. The moon does the same 
and both are round. Even the seasons form a 

great circle in their changing and always coming 
back again to where they were. Our teepees 
were round like the nests of birds. And they 

were always set in a circle, the nation’s hoop.”
~Chief Black Elk



QUESTIONS
If you have any additional questions, we welcome you 

to reach out to us at niagaraarp@gmail.com. We are 

also happy to discuss consultations and facilitation of 

faculty meetings, teacher support groups, administrative 

support groups, workshops on modifying or adapting 

Circles virtually, etc.


