Value-packed
container gardens
deliver enormous
impact in a
small space

www.terranovanurseries.com

Brighter
days
32

APRIL 2009

▲

DIGGER

curt kipp
www.terranovanurseries.com

By using a variety of colorful foliage or flowering
plants and the right kind of pot, one can put
together a container that’s gorgeous, yet subdued.
The container in the middle by Danielle Ferguson
makes use of Coprosma ‘Evening Glow’, Pieris
‘Valley Valentine’, Lirope muscari ‘Pee Dee Gold
Ingot’, Heuchera villosa ‘Beajoulais’, Helleborus
‘Ivory Prince’ and ‘Red Lady’, Abelia grandiflora
‘Kaleidoscope’, Hebe ‘McKean’ and assorted
pansies. The one at right features Heuchera
‘Marmalade’, Hakonechloa ‘All Gold’, and Phormium
‘Maori Maiden’. The one at left includes Heuchera
‘Southern Comfort’, Begonia ‘Benitochiba’,
Heuchera ‘Obsidian’, Ophiopogon planiscapus
‘Nigrescens’, Caryopteris ‘Summer Sorbet’, and
Phormium ‘Yellow Wave’.

Given the gloomy economy,
customers are demanding
plant containers and
blooms that bring color
to their lives

By Lisa Albert
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In today’s dire economy, plant
lovers want color to chase away their
blues – literally.
Demand for cobalt blue containers is down. “I didn’t even order any
blue containers this year,” said Dani
Ferguson, owner of Ferguson’s Fragrant
Nursery in St. Paul, Oregon. “It’s definitely dropped off the radar screen.”
What’s hot? Containers in bright,
powerful reds, sunset hues of rusts and
oranges, metallic shimmers of silver,
bronze, and copper, and eye-popping
lime and apple greens.
Terra cotta, a perennial favorite,
is still in demand, as are classic black
and charcoal in matte, satin, and glazed
finishes. The natural appeal of rustic
containers in unglazed, dark clay or distressed finishes is also a hit.

Containers come in simplistic
geometric shapes, such as tall rectangles and cylinders, and traditional
shapes with classic details. Frost-proof
stoneware and terra cotta are still
the predominant materials; however,
lightweight resin containers, such as
Fiberstone, are gaining ground, especially as improved technology allows
them to closely mimic the real thing.
Cost can be comparable to traditional
materials but these pots bring the added
bonus of ease of portability.
Not to be outdone, the plants
inside the containers are showing their
colors as well. Burgundy and chartreuse foliage plants are still hip, but
catching up quickly are plants flavored
in oranges and rusts, such as Heuchera
‘Georgia Peach’, ‘Southern Comfort’,
and ‘Ginger Ale’.
Red-accented scarlet Leucothoe
(Leucothoe fontanesiana ‘Scarletta’)
and Rhododendron racemosum ‘Rock
Rose’ make cheerful container plants.
Variegated plants are shedding their
sedate green and white markings for
orange, yellow, green, red, or burgundy
splashes. The plethora of coleus varieties provides almost unlimited color
punch options for pots.
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It isn’t hard to get growers to talk about plants. The
tough part is getting them to narrow down their list
of favorites to just a handful. Here are some of the
varieties our sources recommended:

Bradley Weeks

Weeks Berry Farms
Keizer, Ore.
Vaccinium × ‘Sunshine Blue’ – This semi-dwarf
evergreen blueberry features a highly-branched,
compact habit, growing to 3 feet tall. The showy,
hot pink flowers in spring yield large crops of
dime-sized, delicious blueberries with a unique
tangy flavor for up to nine weeks in the summer.
Sunshine Blue tolerates
higher pH soils better than
other blueberries. It is self
pollinating. The low chilling
requirement of 150 hours
makes it suitable for Southern
California, but we find it is
surprisingly cold hardy and
a wonderful addition to our
Northwest gardens.
Rubus ideaus ‘Fall Gold’ –
This everbearing, gold-colored
raspberry shrub has some
of the sweetest raspberries I
have ever tasted. It has a short
shelf life after picking but if
processed right after picking it
will make a wonderful amber
jelly that requires little or no
sugar.
Fragaria × ananassa ‘Benton’ – This Oregon
State University release was named after Benton
County, where OSU is located. This June-bearing
variety has very bright fruit, with excellent
keeping quality, conic in
shape, and a wonderful
strawberry flavor. The fruit is
medium to large in size and is
recommended for all parts of
the Pacific Northwest. Benton
appears to have excellent
winter hardiness. The upright
habit makes Benton a good
bet for home gardeners.

Danielle Ferguson

Ferguson’s Fragrant Nursery
St. Paul, Ore.
Abelia × grandiflora ‘Kaleidoscope’ – This
incredible semi-evergreen shrub boasts small
stature, glorious color, softly fragrant white
flowers, and low maintenance. It blooms nearly
year round in mild winters, holding its gold and
green variegated leaves in
all but the worst ice and
snow. The foliage turns
a kaleidoscope of reds,
yellows, and oranges in fall
and looks great spilling over
the edge of containers year
round. It grows to 2 1/2ft
tall by 3 1/2 ft wide, and is
hardy to - 10 degrees F.
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Coleus – A treasure trove of color and
texture for every look imaginable. One of our
favorites is ‘Rustic Orange’ because it pairs
so well with many color schemes. It stays
vibrant in part shade to full sun, and like so
many other Coleus, is beautiful enough to
stand alone. It is awesome
at providing texture and
height to a container.
Coleus is an annual in
the Northwest, but worth
every penny, growing
18-24 inches tall and 8-12
inches wide.
Coprosma repens ‘Rainbow Surprise’ –
Mirror plant is a wonderful evergreen that
provides a glossy, formal appearance and
vibrant color year round. It makes a great
focal point for containers whose components
change seasonally. It
needs great drainage,
average water, and a
sheltered winter location.
It grows to 2 feet by
2 feet, and is hardy to
15-25 degrees F.
Gardenia jasminoides ‘Kleim’s Hardy’ –
This wonderful low, mounding evergreen is
the hardiest and easiest Gardenia to grow
whether it’s in containers or the ground.
It has glossy, dark green foliage and waxy,
white single blooms and
intoxicating fragrance.
Blooming spring to fall, it
works well as a specimen
plant in containers,
especially when under
planted with droughttolerant annuals. It grows
3 feet by 3 feet, and is
hardy to 0 degrees F.

Mulysa Melco

Landscape Designer
Dennis’ Seven Dees
Landscaping & Garden Centers
Elaeagnus pungens ‘Clemson Variegated’
– Evergold! The green and gold leaves are
a breath of fresh air in
spring, so bright and
sparkly! Plus it’s drought
tolerant once established,
and has fragrant little
flowers in autumn. Full
sun to part shade.
Billardiera longifolia – The Tasmanian
blueberry vine features delicate, twining
stems and small leaves
that remind me of
creeping wire vine. In fall,
it is covered with really,
really bright purple edible
berries. Has green flowers
in spring. It’s a pretty
tough plant, too. Zone 7.

This container uses drought-tolerant plants
that are seen in Australia and New Zealand.

Above all, foliage is king.
“Foliage drives the scene because
foliage is going to have the longest
life span in a container. We’re always
going to have flowers because we love
flowers, (but) flowers are the flourish for foliage-driven containers,” said
Darcy Daniels, designer and owner
of Bloomtown Garden Design and
Bloomtown Nursery in Portland, Ore.
Searching for value
Color aside, customers are seeking
value. They will still clamor for sales
but cost is only part of the equation;
perceived value is key.
“(In this economy) I don’t know if
people are going to come in and buy
six flats of petunias or if that is going to
seem excessive,” said Maureen Larsen,
owner of Larsen Farm Nursery, with
locations in Wilsonville and Hillsboro,
Ore. “There’s more perceived value (in
trees, shrubs and perennials) because
people don’t have to plant it over and
over again.”
That perception is changing the
plant palette that customers select for
their containers.
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Worry-icide
Confidently attack weeds before they’re even weeds.

TIME-TESTED PRE-EMERGENT GRANULAR HERBICIDES. For decades, OH2® and

Rout® have been put to great use in nurseries across the country for one basic reason: they work.
Both have proven to be effective against many hard-to-control grasses and broadleaf weeds including
chickweed, common groundsel and several spurge species.
Take some of the uncertainty out of your operation. Consult with
your Scotts Territory Manager or call 800-492-8255 today.
Always read and follow label directions.

ORNAMENTAL HERBICIDES
© 2009 The Scotts Company LLC, Worldwide Rights Reserved.
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• Stop Southwest sunscald
• Protect against predator and
herbicide damage
• Reduce suckering
• Protect trunks shipping B&B
• Easy to install
• Reusable & recyclable
Call for a FREE SAMPLE

1-800-825-1925

ext.608

Other Corrugated Plastic Products
Picking Totes • Grow Tubes
Greenhouse Kits and Glazing

Farm Wholesale AG
3740 DG Brooklake Rd NE • Salem, OR, 97303

This planted container takes the concept of a miniscape, or garden in a pot, in a different
direction. It combines beach stones with groundcovers to form a pattern. Plants used in it include
Sempervivum (hens and chicks), Armeina manitima ‘Rubrifolia’ (ruby seathrift), Sedum ‘Blaze of
Fulda’, and Tulipa ‘Red Riding Hood’.

“I am seeing more people interested in containers that have permanent or semi-permanent feature
plants with annual color spots around
the edges switched out yearly,” said
Mulysa Melco, landscape designer
and coordinator of the Planscaper
Design program for Dennis’ 7 Dees
in Portland, Ore. Melco is also seeing
more of their customers, influenced
by magazines such as Portland Spaces,
Dwell and Atomic Ranch, seeking containers with an Asian, minimalist, or
contemporary flair.
“It’s about the mid-century modern
style and the updated ranch house,”
Melco said. “These people don’t want
pots spilling over with petunias. They
may want color but they are more
drawn to Yucca ‘Color Guard’ in a
bright, lime-green pot or something a
little more elegant, but understated.”
While Melco still sees a demand
for color bowls around Mother’s Day,
“Cordyline ‘Red Star’ and plants like that
are an easier sell than more traditional
flowering annuals,” she said. Customers
continue to favor hardy and non-hardy
bananas (Musa sp., Ensente sp.) for
their bold foliage appeal.
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Hardy and non-hardy succulents
are also big hits with her customers,
whether they are new to gardening or
are plant collectors. They provide the
bold look they seek, they’re easy to
grow, and easy to care for.
“People cannot resist Aeonium,”
Melco said. “We’ve had great luck with
(Aeonium) ‘Schwarzkopf’ (in 2008).
‘Pancake’, one of the kalanchoes, is
also popular. It has great color and
very, very bold leaves. There’s a whole
range of (non-hardy succulents) but
people are willing to invest in them
(since) a 4-inch pot is about the same
price as a premium 4-inch annual.
Once they try them, they’re hooked
on them. They want them for indoors,
they want them for outdoors. You
don’t need to be an expert. You can
combine them pretty easily and have
fun with them.”
Customers are combining succulents with other drought resistant
plants, such as the colorful sedges
and hebes from New Zealand and
Australia. Melco recommends Carex
testacea ‘Prairie Fire’, Carex flagellifera
‘Toffee Twist’, and Carex buchananii
‘Red Rooster’.

Dip’N Grow ® is a liquid rooting

mulysa melco

hormone concentrate that contains both
IBA and NAA for successful rooting of
all types of cuttings. University research
has shown that Dip’N Grow ® allows
the rooting hormones to be absorbed
into the cutting stem more evenly and
easily, increasing rooting success over
the leading powders.
DIP’N GROW

P.O. Box 1888 Clackamas, OR 97015-1888
Ph: (503) 445-0100 Fax: (503) 445-0101 Toll-Free: (866) 347-6476
Email: sales@dipngrow.com Web: www.dipngrow.com

SAVE MONEY. USE ACTINO-IRON.
Actino-Iron is a high concentration of patented beneficial
bacteria on an iron and humic acid carrier. This powerful new
soil additive effectively suppresses a wide range of soil borne
diseases including Pythium, Phytopthora, Fusarium, Rhizoctonia and other root decay fungi. In fact, when Actino-Iron is
used as a preventative, researchers have seen Actino-Iron
work as well or better than most chemicals. Start saving
money today by adding Actino-Iron to your soil.

The increased drive to develop
small stature plants is a boon to the
container gardening scene; dwarf plants
well-suited for small gardens work
very well as container plants. (To learn
more about small stature plants, read
the four-part series in the November,
December, January, and February issues
of Digger.)
Some plants just beg to be stars
– drama queens that declare “look
at me!,” making quite a statement in
the garden. Daniels calls them prima
donnas.
“Astelia nervosa ‘Westland’ is fabulous in containers. It has, so far, knock
on wood, lived through this winter,
faring better than Phormium,” Daniels
said. Bananas and agave are other top
choices for prima donnas.
Big impact, small space
Whether you call them “cram-andjam” (as I do), or adopt the label of
“rowdy chorus” (which Daniels uses),
plant-packed containers deliver enormous impact in a small space.

BIOLOGICAL FUNGICIDE

with iron & humic acid

• Reduces or eliminates chemical fungicide use
• Reduces or eliminates the need for iron chelates
• Promotes robust root growth
• Increases plant size and development
• Provides Slow-Release Iron To Trees, Shrubs,
Annuals, Perennials & More
• Natural & Safe

DA0904

www.naturalindustries.com

St. Paul Branch
20160 Main St.
St. Paul, Oregon
503.633.4281
1.888.814.5727

Administrative Offices
7746 St. Paul Hwy.
St. Paul, Oregon
503.678.5932
1.800.648.2718
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“Edibles are as
appropriate for
prima donna
and rowdy chorus
containers as
ornamental plants.”
Darcy Daniels
designer and owner of
Bloomtown Garden Design

This planter contains several edibles: Sedi, ‘Blaze of Fulda’, Sempervivum, Rumex sanguineus
(bloody dock), and Thymus citiodorus (variegated lemon thyme).

“A Quality Product
for Professional
Tree Handling”

The Larger The Tree…
The Greater The Investment.
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WWW.BRAUNGROUP.COM

Product Brochure & Tree Harvesting VIDEO on request.

HORTICULTURE
USA
(888) 732-7286
Canada (905) 648-1911
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or distributor
please call

FAX (716) 282-6103
FAX (905) 648-8441

Ferguson encourages her customers
to pack in as many plants as possible
to “get all the bang you can out of all
the different combinations of colors and
plants.” Colorful explosions of flowers
and foliage are still the favored container scene for Ferguson’s customers. They
are also moving to containers of permanent plants with annuals providing hits
of seasonal color.
“I love nandina (for containers),”
Ferguson said. “Nandina ‘Moyer’s Red’
has red winter color and then goes
back to green in summer. I love the
new ones, such as ‘Sienna Sunrise’
and ‘Moon Bay’. I also like to use
Phormium. I tend to work more with
broadleaf evergreens but certainly the
yellow and red-twig dogwoods work
for winter interest.”
Other favorite foliage plants are
Brunnera macrophylla ‘Jack Frost’
– “fabulous in a sliver container” –
Heucherella ‘Alabama Sunrise’ and
Heuchera ‘Obsidian’. She suggests hellebores with yellow, apple green, and
peach winter flowers and the late season, sunset-colored Echinacea cultivars
as great additions to stretch containers’
seasonal appeal.

Practical and pretty
The economy is driving customers
to grow more edibles, in ground and
in containers, in an effort to reduce
their grocery bill. Seed companies are
responding to that need and marketing
new vegetable varieties suited for container culture. Ferguson revealed that
she’s already had customers calling to
request edible containers.
Daniels, Melco, and Larsen also
reported increased demand for edibles,
building on last year’s strong market
growth. Top choices included dwarf
columnar apples, dwarf blueberries,
herbs, lettuce, mustard greens, chard,
and hot peppers. Daniels recommended ‘Golden Sentinel’ columnar apple.
“I love my columnar apples. I have
three of them (two in containers, one in
the ground) in my kitchen garden. They
are productive in a very small space.”
Despite these containers’ utilitarian nature, Daniels feels that with an
eye to overall design, they can deliver
ornamental appeal, whether the container is all edibles or a mix of edibles
and ornamental plants. Edibles are as
appropriate for prima donna and rowdy
chorus containers as ornamental plants.

curt kipp

Need Bark?
Douglas Fir bark for containers and mixes in 3/4 minus and
3/8 minus sizes. Contact Rex at Rexius for pricing at
541-335-8017 or toll free 888-4-REXIUS.

ask about our custom soil blends

address 1275 Bailey Hill Road,
Eugene OR 97402
phone (888) 4-REXIUS
fax (541) 343-4802

This planter from Ferguson’s Fragrant
Nursery includes Drimys lanceolata, Heuchera
‘Lime Rickey’, Pieris ‘Cavatine’, Helleborus
‘Red Lady’, ‘Brush Strokes’ and ‘Mellow
Yellow’, Euphorbia ‘Shorty’, and assorted
pansies.

“Some of these plants can be
very beautiful,” Daniels said. “I visited
Chanticleer last June. One of the most
memorable containers had mustard
greens. They’re very dark burgundy,
beautiful foliage plants in their own right.
One of my favorite containers last year
was a bowl of beautiful lettuces. They’re
edible but with deep burgundy leaves
… (that) catch the light. It was part of a
container grouping … (with) hot peppers. Hot peppers are beautiful plants,
too. It’s fun to experiment with them.”
Melco shared additional tips to give
edible containers pleasing eye appeal
“It’s pretty easy, especially if you
use herbs with good foliage color, such
as purple sage, yellow oregano, and
rosemary. Rosemary is beautiful and can
be used as a trailing accent … You can
add edible flowers, too. I love all the
scented geraniums. You can also mix in
nasturtiums, calendula, and viola. We
sell these organically grown so that customers can feel confident eating them.”
Melco recommends customers take
advantage of cool spring weather by
planting early-season greens, such as
▲
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Conifer, Shade &
Flowering Trees
Evergreen &
Deciduous Shrubs
B & B and Containers
24395 S. Barlow Road
Canby, OR 97013
Phone 877-630-1123
Fax 503-266-8035
Joe Carli
joec@moananursery.com
www.moananursery.com

Join us June 18 at our
convenient new location.
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This year, we’ve made it easier
than ever to take part. Join us
at Stone Creek Golf Club in
Oregon City. The cost is just
$99 if you register by June 10.
We’ll see you there!
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For 20 years, the Duffer’s
Classic golf tournament has
been a great way to have fun,
reconnect with old friends,
and support a strong voice for
the nursery industry in Salem
and Washington, D.C.
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Plants used in this container include
Eucomis ‘Oakhurst’, Corydalis shimiensis
‘Berry Exciting’, Heuchera ‘Plum Royale’,
Heucherella ‘Stoplight’, and Plectranthus
madagascariensis ‘Marginatatus’.

ERS CLASSIC
DUFF
Ju
ne 18, 2009

Sign up online at http://duffers.oan.org or call 503-682-5089 to register
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oakleaf lettuce, rainbow chard, and
cut and come again greens. Once their
season is over, they can be allowed to
grow bigger and fill in the container or
removed to make space for other plants.
Larson cautions that growing
edibles in containers may be seen as a
cost-saving method only if customers
already own containers or if they lack
garden space, leaving containers as the
only option.
However, coming back to the perceived value concept, Daniels believes
that some customers may feel the end
result is worth the initial cost.
“There’s nothing more satisfying
than harvesting something from your
garden and bringing it to your dinner
table,” she said.
Whether solo stars or actionpacked, ornamental or edible, containers create inviting entrances, decorate
outdoor living spaces and tabletops,
and solve landscaping dilemmas. They
also brighten our outlook.
Lisa Albert is a freelance garden writer
based in Tualatin, Ore. Her work has
been featured in Sunset magazine.
Contact her at lja.garden@verizon.net
or browse www.lisaalbertwriter.com.

