curt kipp

This Oregon iris, Iris tenax, was photographed at Bosky Dell Natives in West Linn, Ore. A spreading
perennial, it is native to the Pacific Northwest and enjoys moist climates. It blooms in shades
of lavender, and sometimes in yellow or white. Opposite: Columbia delphinium, Delphinium
trollifolium, also prefers moist environments. Its blue flowers emerge in mid to late spring. The
plant is sometimes known by the name “oak woodland larkspur.”
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It’s only
natural
the market for native plants strengthens, thanks to restoration projects and increased demand

By Lisa Albert

Local, local, local
One reason for native plants’ rise to
prominence is the fact that restoration
work, and restoration projects, have
become increasingly sophisticated.
“One of the biggest changes I’ve
noticed over the years is the attention
to plants’ origins and genetics,” said
Sheila Klest, owner of Trillium Gardens
in Pleasant Hill, Ore. “The thinking is
that plants have evolved and adapted to
the site … that they may be unique to
that site so seeds or cuttings (for plants)
should come from that site. The Nature
Conservancy has done tons of work
and scientific research on this (issue).
Nurseries growing the plants are finding

out that there does seem to be a difference between plants coming from different regions.”
The result is that restoration project
specs may require that plants originate
from within a 20-mile radius. Sometimes,
the requirements get very specific.
“For one project on the same property, we’re growing plants from (seeds
collected at) the 2,000-foot elevation
and the 450-foot elevation,” Klest said.
Not only does this preserve the
genetic makeup of plants in the area,
but it may also improve the chances for
a project’s success. Plants grown from
seeds or cuttings collected from healthy
plant populations from the same area
are perceived to have a better chance
of establishing and growing than plants
grown and collected elsewhere.
Mike Ridling and Scott Anderson,
co-owners of Sevenoaks Native Nursery
in Albany, Ore., turn this into a sales
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Perhaps what native plants need to
make it big is a better agent – someone
with deep admiration for our region’s
flora. Someone with the wide-spreading
influence to sway people’s tastes.
Someone like plant explorer and
botanist David Douglas. He introduced
more than 240 new species of native
plants to Europe. He was enamored
with salal (Gaultheria shallon). When he
introduced red flowering currant (Ribes
sanguineum) in the 1820s, it was so
well-received that its importation reportedly paid for his three-year expedition.
Ah, there’s the rub: importation.
Gardeners look for the next big thing to
come from somewhere else. It’s ironic,
really. Our “weeds” become someone
else’s treasures. But that’s changing –
and it’s about time.
Native plants’ image as second-class
citizens is changing to one of valuable
beauties that deserve equal footing
with the newest exotic plant. Bit by bit,

they are moving beyond their circle of
fans and into the realm of the everyday gardener. It is happening thanks to
avid supporters’ efforts to broaden the
appeal of these homegrown wonders
and their continued efforts to expand
the knowledge within their industry.
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Picks
from the

Pros

It isn’t hard to get growers to talk about
plants. The tough part is getting them
to narrow down their list of favorites
to just a handful. Here are some of the
varieties our sources recommended:

Mike Ridling

Sevenoaks Native Nursery
Albany, Ore.
Western redbud – Cercis occidentalis – This
western version of eastern
redbud is a remarkable shrub,
with intricate branching that
bursts into full pink bloom
in early spring prior to leaf
budbreak. It’s drought tolerant.
Klamath plum – Prunus
subcordata – This small-statured tree has the
largest edible fruit of all natives in the region.
It has a complex branching
structure, glaucous stems and
double serrated leaves with
phenomenal fall color. Its native
range extends from northern
California up through the
Willamette Valley in Oregon.
Quaking aspen – Populus tremuloides – A
longtime favorite ornamental tree with powdery
white bark and classic trembling leaves. Quaking
aspen are the most widely
distributed tree in North America.
Our seed source at Sevenoaks is
noticeably resistant to several of
the foliage problems that plague
aspen, including black spot.
Mahala mat – Ceanothus
prostratus – A prostrate
evergreen groundcover with
small, leathery, holly-type leaves.
The foliage can be variable in
color and the plant forms a
carpet of purple blooms in late
spring. Drought tolerant.

Oregon iris – Iris tenax – This native iris is
as showy as it is tough. Numerous, beautiful,
dark purple or lavender flowers bloom among
narrow strap-like leaves. Clumps of Oregon
iris brighten sunny or partly
shaded flower beds and
can be naturalized in lawns,
meadows, and at the edges of
woods. This one-foot-tall iris is
also great for containers.
Indian plum – Oemleria
cerasiformis – One of the first signs of
spring is the bright green leaves and hanging
white flower clusters of the Indian plum. The
small plums, that are first
bright orange and then turn
blue-black, are loved by birds.
This tall shrub likes partial
shade and can dry out in
summer (it will go dormant
sooner without water).
Twinberry – Lonicera involucrata –
Twinberry is a very attractive deciduous shrub
with a lot of interest. Yellow
tubular flowers come in pairs
and attract hummingbirds.
After flowering, birds are
attracted to the pairs of black
berries surrounded by showy
red bracts.

Lory Duralia

Bosky Dell Natives
West Linn, Ore.
Evergreen huckleberry – Vaccinium
ovatum – Yum! The fruit is ripe at the same
time as the fall Chinook run. The blossom
is a hummingbird favorite. The fruit is
cherished by both wildlife and people (My
mom’s favorite huckleberry
recipes are available on
my Web site). This shrub is
drought-tolerant and grows
in sun or shade. It’s easy to
grow and looks beautiful
year round.

Sheila Klest

Creeping phlox – Phlox diffusa – This
drought-tolerant creeping
perennial is a great rockery
plant and good for attracting
butterflies. It reaches 4 inches
tall with needle-like leaves
and showy pink, white, or
blue blossoms in summer. It
loves full sun.

Great camas – Camassia liechtlinii – Great
camas and common camas (Camassia quamash)
are easy-to-care-for native flower bulbs. This lily
family member has clear blue flowers in strong
spikes and grass-like leaves. Camas lilies bloom
in late April to May and don’t
require summer watering. They
can be planted in flower borders,
under trees and shrubs or be
allowed to naturalize in lawns.
Camas is a nectar plant for
butterflies.

Red flowering currant – Ribes
sanguineum – Migrating hummingbirds are
said to return home the day the red currant
is in bloom. It can reach 8 to 10 feet, with
pendant flower clusters of beautiful red to
pink flowers, blooming March-June. Fruits
are black, not remarkable as a food source
for humans, but enjoyed by
robins, towhees, thrushes,
waxwings, sparrows, jays,
and woodpeckers. Ribes
sanguineum will tolerate
either sun or shade, and
moderate water.

Trillium Gardens
Pleasant Hill, Ore.
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Tall Oregon grape (Mahonia
aquifolium) is one of the native
plants Meriwether Lewis noticed
during his famous expedition with
William Clark. It is an erect, evergreen
shrub, 3-10 feet high. The new
growth is often copper-colored, the
flowers are bright yellow, and the
berries are dark blue and edible. It
makes a great partial screen or low
hedge. It doesn’t need much water
and it likes well-drained soil.

pitch for their wholesale customers in
Washington, Oregon and California.
“We’ll tell them where the seed was
collected, that it was from close to them,
and that’s why we’re talking to them.
There’s a good chance they’ll know (the
plant) but a lot of times they don’t ….
We let them know the requirements so
that they can do a better job of promoting it within their own nursery.”
Ridling has also seen an increase
in the variety of plants requested. “Not
a week goes by that we don’t see a bid
sheet requesting natives that have never
been requested before,” he said. “We
get kind of excited about that.”
Recognizing that they can’t create
demand if they don’t carry the plants,
Ridling and Anderson have made an
effort to expand their plant selections
even though it can be a gamble.
“We don’t know whether it will
ever be requested. Over time you start
to get a feel for what people will be
interested in,” Ridling said. “We grow a
plant called elk clover (Aralia californica) that’s native up in the Cascades. It’s
a perennial that can shoot up to 10 feet
in height in one year with these huge
leaves that are reminiscent of Sambucus

curt kipp

Bamboo, Mahonia, Nandina & Natives
Container & Field Grown
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This year, we’ve made it easier
than ever to take part. Join us
at Stone Creek Golf Club in
Oregon City. The cost is just
$99 if you register by June 10.
We’ll see you there!
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What homeowners want
The majority of homeowners aren’t
interested in restoration science to that
level in their gardens. However more
consumers today are interested in gardening with native plants because of
their perceived value.
In a tight economy, benefits
that come to the forefront are native
plants’ reduced need for supplemental

For 20 years, the Duffer’s
Classic golf tournament has
been a great way to have fun,
reconnect with old friends,
and support a strong voice for
the nursery industry in Salem
and Washington, D.C.
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(elderberry) leaves with a big ol’ flower.
It’s phenomenal! We’re starting to sell
them into California and I expect more
people will start asking about it.”
One of their latest gambles is
California red fir (Abies magnifica),
native to Oregon’s central and southern Cascade Mountains, the Siskiyou
Mountains, California’s coast range and
the Sierra Nevada Mountains.
“I think that once we have them
as sellable plants, they’re going to go,”
Ridling said. “(The request) may come
from a retail nursery that says, ‘Wow,
I’ve seen these but I’ve never had a
chance to get them before and now I
have that opportunity’.”

h Annual ONPAC
20t
Go
lf
T

Join us June 18 at our
convenient new location.

ERS CLASSIC
DUFF
Ju
ne 18, 2009

Sign up online at http://duffers.oan.org or call 503-682-5089 to register
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FARWEST
Booth #3090 & #3092
TRILLIUM GARDENS

BEAVERLAKE
NUR S E RY

Natives

*Snowberry
*Mahonia
*Native Roses
*Red Flowering Currant
*Pacific Dogwood
*Evergreen Huckleberry
*Kinnikinnick
*Sword Ferns
*Serviceberry
*Red Twig Dogwood
*And other native trees
and shrubs

QUALITY
PLUGS!!!!
Contract
Growing
Year Round
Ph: 503-632-4787
Fx: 503-632-5412
PO Box 927
21200 S. Ferguson Rd.
Beavercreek, OR 97004
www.beaverlakenursery.com
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Erythronium oregonun is a Pacific Northwest native bulb ranging from British Columbia to Oregon
that often carpets the ground in wooded settings. It is known by the common name dog’s tooth
violet, trout lily or white fawn lily.

water, and reduced use of pesticides
and fertilizer. With careful selection
and thoughtful siting, native plants
save time and money, both pluses for
homeowners.
Another key benefit is that “Each
plant has a certain niche in the ecosystem,” Klest said. “Vine maple has
great red fall color; it provides cover
and fruit for wildlife. It is a larval and
nectar plant for moths. Deer, elk and
beaver eat the shoots and the seeds
are eaten by grosbeaks, woodpeckers,
nuthatches, finches and others. That’s
one plant. Look at all the work that
one plant does besides being a beautiful plant.”
“You can make a Japanese or Asian
garden using vine maple, sword fern
and mossy rocks,” Klest said. “Or create
an English border with wax myrtle as
the evergreen, and checker mallow, iris,
yarrow, camas, Fritillaria, and alliums.”
Even though hers is a wholesale
nursery, Klest regularly gives presenta-

tions to the public about native plants,
their design use and cultural care. They
are not her direct customers, but boosting the consumer’s knowledge and confidence in gardening with native plants
increases retail sales, which in turn
increases her sales.
Value to the ecosystem
While only a handful of people
understood the connection between
native plants and wildlife 20 years
ago, that’s not the case today. In everincreasing numbers, people purchase
native plants to feed and shelter the
wildlife visiting their garden, improving
the overall health of the local ecosystem
at the same time.
“We’ve always drawn people who
are interested in natives and wildlife but more and more people are
learning about it,” said Lory Duralia,
owner of Bosky Dell Natives in West
Linn, Ore. “Children are learning
about it in school.”

2008
2009

Blending Natives
with Design
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Sean Hogan will give a Farwest
Show seminar on western native
plants at 11 a.m. Friday, Aug. 21.

				

The Sustainability
Movement for Growers
A series of three sustainability seminars is set for 9 a.m.-noon
Saturday, Aug. 22 at the Farwest
Show. Topics include defining sustainability in horticulture, evaluating sustainability claims, and
making sustainability profitable.

Visitors get to see natives and
wildlife in action at the nursery. For
the past 11 years, Duralia and local
volunteers have worked to restore
Field Creek, a spring-fed stream that
runs through her nursery on its way to
the Tualatin River. They have removed
English laurels, Himalayan blackberries,
English ivy and bindweed and replaced
them with native plants.
The area now supports native cutthroat trout, giant salamanders, redlegged frogs and other wildlife. U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service has determined it
to be the healthiest stream in Clackamas
County. The project has received numerous awards, including a Green Heron
Award from the Tualatin Riverkeepers,
and it serves as a living laboratory for
school groups and homeowners.
Most home gardeners won’t have
a river running through their property,
but most any outdoor space can be
designed to attract wildlife.
“You can do miracles!” Duralia said.
“It can be a backyard or a courtyard at
school. There are endless possibilities to
bringing in wildlife and planting things
that are beautiful.”
Douglas W. Tallamy, author of
Bringing Nature Home (Timber Press,

Work in tight quarters with the
Swingin’GRABBER by ProLine!
prolinegrabber.com
(888) 288-5308

HOSTETLER

NATIVE NURSERY LLC

Native Plants
-

Over 175 species grown from seed
Containers from 4”-25 gallon
Hard to find natives
Unmatched bareroot quality

FARM DRAINAGE
503-266-3584

• Plastic Tubing 3"-24" • Laser Grade
Control • Open Ditch for Buried
Irrigation • Plows and Trenches •
Pot-n-Pot Drainage • Oldest Drainage
Firm in Oregon • Newest Subsurface
Irrigation Techniques

‘Roots to grow on’

Phone: 541-757-6520
Fax: 541-738-2607
www.sevenoaksnativenursery.com

Canby, OR

Materials and
Technical
Assistance
Available
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See www.farwestshow.com or
next month’s Digger for details.
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trillium gardens

Various species of Indian paintbrush – this one is Castilleja hispida, or harsh Indian paintbrush – were used as their name suggests by the Native
Americans. This one is known for its striking reds and yellows, which are the bracts subtending the flowers, and not the petals themselves. There are
about 200 species of Castilleja in all. Castilleja is considered a hemiparasite – it gains some nourishment from a host, and the rest from photosynthesis.

2007) “has done a lot of research on
this subject,” said Steve Castorani, managing partner for American Beauties in
Hockessin, Del.
Most people may not understand
the complex issues of how native
plants support wildlife, especially the
important role host plants play in a
butterfly’s life cycle.
However, “(They understand that)
berry plants feed the birds and nectar
(plants) feed the bees and the butterflies,” Castorani said. “They might
not care about insects, they might
not care about native plants, but
they care a lot about birds. That’s the
magic bullet right there.”
The next step is getting the general
public to buy in.
“The whole side of marketing to
the mainstream hasn’t been there,”
Castorani said. “The native plant world
has always revolved around the native
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plant mentality; it was always easy to
sing to the choir.”
Marketing natives
Native plants needed to be put
front and center in the public’s eye.
Thus was born American Beauties,
a new breed of branding program
that is a joint venture between
North Creek Nursery in Landenberg,
Penn. and Prides Corner Farms in
Lebanon, Conn.
Right off the bat, American Beauties
resolved to support National Wildlife
Federation with a portion of sales.
“I talked to Craig Tufts (chief
naturalist) at National Wildlife
Federation,” said Castorani. “He was
very excited about it. He said, ‘We’ve
been waiting for something like this
to come along.’ They’ve been promoting native plants to their members
for 30-some years … but there hasn’t

been good availability of native plants
in the marketplace.”
In return, National Wildlife
Federation promotes American Beauties
to their members and to the public.
Castorani is working with their Habitat
Steward program volunteers to educate garden centers’ employees who
have direct contact with the public.
Education is key to overcoming the
aura of mystery and trepidation surrounding native plants.
“This is really a difficult thing to do,
because you don’t have the audience in
hand to talk to for as long as I’ve been
talking to you,” Castorani said.
To fulfill that need, American
Beauties provides detailed information on plant tags including size,
cultural care and native range. The
brand’s Web site provides additional
information, with such features
as “Native Plant Finder” and

Lisa Albert is co-author of The Berry
Botanic Garden Guide: Gardening for
Wildlife, native plant flashcards. To
purchase, call 503-636-4112 or visit
www.berrybot.org/pubs/flashcard.html.
All proceeds benefit the Berry Botanic
Garden. Visit Lisa’s Web site at
www.lisaalbertwriter.com.

B & B CONIFER
Arborvitae - Emerald green
4'-5', 5'-6', 6'-7', 7'-8', 8-10'
Virescens
4'-5', 5'-6', 6'-7', 7-8', 8-10'
Boxwood various sizes & varieties

Schurter
Nursery

RHODODENDRONS
Grafted Conifers • Japanese Maples
Pieris • Deciduous Azaleas • Kalmia
Ilex • Boxwood • Daphne
Field Grown, B&B or Potted
Container Grown, Pot-in-Pot
7886 N. Howell Rd. NE • Silverton, OR
(503) 873-4004 • FAX (503) 873-2507
www.obersinnernursery.com

503-932-8006green
Arborvitae–Emerald
Virescens
Boxwood
Japanese Maples
Otto Luyken
Skip Laurel
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“Landscape Plans,” designed to
help gardeners locate plants that
will support birds or butterflies or
solve a landscape dilemma.
American Beauties offers native
plant cultivars, despite the controversy surrounding the classification of
them: are they native or not? Castorani
explained their reasoning.
“We are not doing restoration
work,” he said. “If we were … trying to restore a natural area where
we wanted to increase biodiversity,
we would not promote cultivars. But
we’re in the home landscape with the
hodgepodge of all the different garden
plants, native and non-native. We’re
trying to entice the home gardener.
We want this program to succeed; we
want people to embrace it. We allow
cultivars with the blessing of National
Wildlife Federation.”
Additionally, he’s discussed this
with Tallamy, whose research does
not reveal any difference between a
cultivar and a straight species as it
relates to wildlife.
American Beauties’ goal is to work
with local growers to bring their program across the country. They currently
work with Midwest Groundcovers
and they are finalizing a contract
with Fisher Farms of Gaston, Ore., to
become an authorized licensee for the
program in the western states.
Jerry Brown, operations manager
with Fisher Farms, expects they’ll be
ready for a soft roll-out next spring.
Whether native plants are destined
for use in a restoration project or a
backyard, one thing is certain. The
future looks bright for our region’s
native plants. David Douglas might
well be pleased.

Various sizes & Varieties
503-932-8006

FRENCH
PRAIRIE
SHADE TREES,
INC.
Wholesale Growers of Quality

B&B Specimen Trees
(503) 792-4487 • FAX (503) 792-3667
SALES@FPSHADETREES.COM
13744 Manning Rd. NE • Gervais, Oregon 97026

Specimen Trees
Flowering & Shade Trees
Specializing in
in Quaking
Quaking Aspen
Aspen
Specializing
& Wind-Breaking
Wind-Breaking Poplars.
Poplars.
&

2019 SW Park Lane
Culver, Oregon 97734
541-546-9081
www.mcpheetersturf.com
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