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Then take a look at us!

Ornamental Horticulture

Ornamental Horticulture –
also known as the “Green” Industry –
is about improving the quality of your environment
through the growing, care and installation of plants.
The industry’s work is all around you, from beautiful
parks and landscaped properties to proper resource
management.

Why should I consider
the Green Industry?
The industry is experiencing tremendous
growth and needs skilled, knowledgeable
employees to maintain Oregon’s national
reputation as the industry leader.

Balance your love of the land and career
while working with incredible people, using
the newest computer technology and
developing leadership and management
skills. Don’t want to work behind a desk?
You’re bound to find a career that matches
your interests and skills. The industry
includes nursery growers, retailers, landscape
professionals and suppliers to the industry.

There’s something for everyone, including:
∏ Sales & Marketing
∏ Graphic Design
∏ Information Systems
∏ Accounting
∏ Human Resource Management
∏ Plant Health Care
∏ Plant Propagation
∏ Production & Inventory Management
∏ Landscape Design
∏ Education & Research
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Career Opportunities
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Career opportunities
in the Green Industry
Grower / Producer
Oregon nursery sales reach more than $844 million annually
with the help of thousands of full-time workers. Nurseries and
greenhouse growers are the largest sector of the Oregon agriculture industry. Our state is No. 1 in the nation in the production
of shade trees, grafted conifers and Christmas trees and No. 2
among all states in the production of flowering broadleaf
evergreens and shrubs. There are a lot of different jobs at small
nurseries where you’ll most likely be doing many job functions
and at large corporate nurseries where you’ll specialize in a skill.

Retailer / Garden Center
Gardening is one of the most popular leisure time activities in
the U.S. Quality plants, effective merchandising, knowledgeable
staff and the right product mix set a nursery apart from its
competitors. Garden Centers are expanding with exciting
merchandise displays and are in need of creative and skilled
personnel to help educate consumers.

Landscape Professionals
Talented and educated employees enjoy many career choices
in this field, including designing, constructing and maintaining
landscapes, creating water features and designing and installing
efficient irrigation systems. The demand for skilled employees
in the landscape industry has increased tremendously. There are
opportunities to own your own business in the field that appeals
to you.

Other Green Industry Related Fields
Whether you like to work in an office or not is up to you.
The Green Industry offers many career choices that include
creativity, being outside or traveling. Working in parks and city
plant management, botanical gardens, sales of fertilizers and
supplies, golf course turf management, international export and
import services and environmental reclamation are all part of
the diverse Green Industry.
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Education

Colleges that offer
Horticulture/Landscape Certificates
and Degrees
Oregon State University and community colleges offer certificate and degree programs to
suit your career goals. For more information about opportunities awaiting you, contact the
following schools:

Chemeketa
Community College,
Salem

Linn Benton
Community College,
Albany

503.399.5739
www.naturalresources.chemeketa.edu
Horticulture Associate Degree

541.917.4780

Clackamas
Community College,
Oregon City

www.linnbenton.edu/programs/
horticulture.html
Horticulture Certificate
Horticulture Associate Degree

503.657.6958 ext. 2246

Portland Community College,
Portland (Rock Creek)

http://depts.clackamas.edu/hort/

503.614.7257 or 503.614.7231

Horticulture Certificate

www.pcc.edu/landscape

Horticulture Associate Degree

Landscape Certificate

Landscape Certificate

Landscape Associate Degree

Landscape Associate Degree

Many more Oregon schools offer
individual horticulture courses.
The above schools offer a
specialized degree or certificate
in horticulture.

Oregon State University,
Corvallis
541.737.3695
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/hort/
Horticulture Bachelor’s Degree
Horticulture Graduate Degree

Resources

s to
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Internship and Scholarship Resources
All of Oregon’s colleges have internship programs that allow students to get paid and learn
from industry leaders while completing their program of study! Scholarship and grant
programs may also be researched through prospective colleges.
Plus, the Oregon Association of Nurseries Web site offers lists of scholarships available and
nurseries advertising their internship opportunities in the Nursery Industry Career Center at
www.oan.org.

See what people are saying…
The biggest thing I like about the industry is that it's ever-changing. With seasonal
changes, you're always doing something different. It is a gratifying job because you get
to watch things grow and move on to the retail market. Lastly, the camaraderie in
this business is like none other.
— Mac McCarter, general manager

Horticulture is a very diverse industry and has many career opportunities to choose
from. I have been an avid lover of nature and came to school to broaden my knowledge
on all aspects of gardening and horticulture.
— Judy Sorenson, college student

ge,

To get ready for a big change in my career, I went back to college. My new degree, together
with my refreshed and new knowledge, helped me to quickly find a job that I really enjoy.
— Teresa Pankiewicz-Leap, greenhouse supervisor

I didn't think it would be possible to earn a living doing something I am passionate about.
— Stacie Kraus, college student

Horticulture. Check us out!

www.oan.org
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Advantages of
college training
for a professional
career in the industry
∏ Job placement for new graduates is at an alltime high, as there are currently more jobs than
qualified, trained applicants.
∏ Talented and educated employees enjoy
promotions and rapid salary growth.
∏ College courses prepare students for the
challenges of mid- and upper-level
management positions.
∏ For those with an entrepreneurial spirit,
college courses teach the important business
basics of operating your own nursery or
landscape company.
∏ College courses introduce students to leaders in
the green industry.

