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ALPHA NURSERIES
Species

Size

Type

Price per 1000

Spicebush

12-18"

Seedlings

$590.00

8-15"

Seedlings

$275.00

Allegheny Serviceberry

12-18"

Seedlings

$650.00

Black Walnut

18-24"

Seedlings

$660.00

Silky Dogwood

12-18"

Seedlings

$430.00

River Birch

18-24"

Seedlings

$670.00

Swamp White Oak

12-18"

Seedlings

$580.00

Speckled Alder

12-18"

Seedlings

$880.00

7-10"

Seedlings

$240.00

Transplants

$800.00

American Arborvitae

White Pine
Norway Spruce

16-24"

Contact us today for complete seedling list!

3737 65th St. • Holland, MI 49423
269-857-7804 • Fax 269-857-8162 • Email: info@alphanurseries.com

www.alphanurseries.com

Ohio
oodland
Journal

www.ohioforest.org/mpage/OhioTreeFarmHome

W

Fall 2017 • Volume 24 • Number 4

Editors
Greg Smith
ODNR DIVISION OF FORESTRY
greg.smith@dnr.state.oh.us
Dave Schatz
OHIO TREE FARMER

The

Inside this issue

Alice Glaser
ODNR DIVISION OF FORESTRY

Editorial Board

4

Calendar

Alan Walter
OHIO TREE FARM COMMITTEE

6

Perspective from the
Tree Farm Committee Chair by Joe Puperi

8

Perspective from ODNR Forestry
by Robert Boyles

David Apsley
OHIO STATE UNIV. EXTENSION
Mike Besonen
GLATFELTER
John Dorka
OHIO FORESTRY ASSOCIATION
Bob Mulligan
ODNR DIVISION OF FORESTRY
Joe Puperi
Advanced Tree Health

Advertising MANAGER
Tom Mills
OHIO TREE FARM COMMITTEE
trmills67@att.net
To learn more about becoming an
Ohio Tree Farmer, visit ohiotreefarm.org
or call 888-388-7337
Designed and Printed by
Janis Nein
Alliance Printing & Mailing Service
2520 Atco Avenue
Middletown, Ohio 45042
1-800-837-7768
The Ohio Woodland Journal is a
quarterly publication of the Ohio
Tree Farm System. It is mailed at
no charge to Certified Tree Farmers
and at no charge for one year to all
forest landowners receiving a Forest
Stewardship Plan. It is available
to all others by mailing an annual
subscription fee of fifteen dollars to
the Ohio Tree Farm Committee,
1100-H Brandywine Boulevard,
Zanesville, Ohio 43701.
For subscriptions, school
sponsorships, and moving,
Let Us Know! 888-388-7337

10

11

10 Memorial – Gailen “Max” Maxwell
by Dean Berry
11 Memorial – Tim Brewster by Marty Michel

14

14 Winter Visitors – Golden Eagles in Ohio
by William Borovicka
16 Wild Wonders in the Woods: The Black Bear
by Marne Titchenell

16

18 Leafing Out: American Plum by Dave Apsley
22 Woodland Owner Groups Active in State
26 OFA – Advocating for the Forest Landowner
and the Forest Products Industry
by Brad Perkins

18

29 Connecting Kids to Nature by Sue Wintering

22

26
On the Cover
Proper haul road layout for a timber sale can result in a useable
woodland road for future access into your property. A forester
can help you plan all aspects of a sale, like regenerating the
forest, best management practices, and marketing your
product. This road was made to access a log landing for a timber
sale at Scioto Trail State Forest. Photo by ODNR
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M u s k i n g u m Va l l e y
woodland services
Muskingum Valley Woodland Services’ team of foresters stand ready to
help eastern Ohio woodland owners meet their woodland management
needs--from Forest Management Plans for CAUV, OFTL,Tree Farm, and
EQIP to timber marking, marketing, and sales as well as timber appraisals.

Address_____________________________________________________

Contact our team of foresters to meet your needs:
James P. Stafford, C.F. • Richard G. Morse III • Jonathan Evers

___________________________________________________________

766 Linden Ave., Suite C, Zanesville, OH 43701
Phone:740-453-4400, fax 740-453-4000
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From the Editor~
O

hio’s family woodland owners have many
opportunities available for learning about their
natural resource. Pages 22-24 of this issue feature
friendly groups of folks who meet regularly to gain new
perspectives of their land. Ohiotreefarm.org is another
of many sources of information for you, including links
to past issues of this magazine, as well as how your
property can become a Certified Ohio Tree Farm. You
may also gain inspiration from reading the next few
pages about tree farmers and forestry practitioners who
are being honored and remembered for sharing their
outstanding love of the land with us.
Thanks for reading!
Greg Smith

Calendar
November 17, 2017

March 7, 2018

A Day in the Woods 2nd Friday Series**
Winter Tree ID
Vinton Furnace State Forest

Ohio Woodland, Water, & Wildlife Conference
Mid-Ohio Conference Center
Mansfield
woodlandstewards.osu.edu

November 17, 2017
A Day in the Woods 2nd Friday Series**
Stargazing (evening program)
Vinton Furnace State Forest

January 31-February 2, 2018

**All A Day in the Woods 2nd Friday Series
are designed for woodland owners and enthusiasts,
and take place at Vinton Furnace State Forest and
other southern Ohio sites. Pre-registration required.
http://u.osu.edu/seohiowoods or 740-596-5212

Tree Farm National Leadership Conference
Albuquerque, NM

February 28-March 1, 2018
Ohio Forestry Association Annual Meeting
Embassy Suites
Dublin, Ohio
www.ohioforest.org

Check the OFA/Tree Farm website for Tree Farm
Inspector contact information:

http://www.ohioforest.org/mpage/OhioTreeFarmHome
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Perspective
As I sit to write my last “Chair’s Perspective” for The
Ohio Woodland Journal and think about what I
want to share, one word comes to mind: engage.
That is what the Tree Farm Program is about. The
certification piece sounds good. The sign looks nice.
But when it comes down to it, the tree farmers
who get the most out of the Tree Farm Program
are those who are engaged.

H

ere are some ideas for getting the most out of
Tree Farm opportunities:
First and foremost, use this program as an
opportunity to interact with other woodland
owners. There are those who are like-minded and
others who think of their woodlands differently
than you. Both will add value to how you manage
your own property.
Ask your inspecting forester to do a re-inspection
every 5-6 years. You will probably need to reach
out to them as most are very busy, but almost
never too busy to help an enthusiastic landowner.
Participate in a local woodland owner/woodland
interest group. While these are not directly
associated with Tree Farm, the last few years
the Ohio Tree Farm Committee has tried to
strengthen the connection as we recognize
similar goals of helping to encourage and inform
woodland owners about active and effective
woodland management (see page 22).
Attend the annual Tree Farm of the Year Tour.

These present a great opportunity to meet
tree farmers from around Ohio. I think you
will find that most of these are not necessarily
“exceptional” woods, but rather the owners are
exceptional people who have been engaged with
Tree Farm and woodland management beyond
their own property.
Consider serving on the Ohio Tree Farm
Committee. I have found the experience of
the last 15 years to be very rewarding both
professionally and personally.
Become an advocate for forestry. This can be as
modest as telling your neighboring woodland
owners about what you are doing on your own
property. A simple way to engage in advocacy on
a national scale is to visit www.treefarmsystem.
org/advocacy where you can sign up to be
notified about issues impacting woodlands.
When you do, you are not expected to make
trips to Washington DC (though there are
opportunities to do so), but you will at least be

Hats off to Walt Lange, Certified Tree Farmer, for his induction into the
Fulton County Agricultural Hall of Fame. Walt was recognized for his support of
forestry management and the Tree Farm System in his county. Donna and Walt
maintain their 56-acre Lange Tree Farm, and were recognized as the Ohio Tree
Farm of the Year in 2010 and the National Northeast Outstanding Regional
Tree Farm of the Year in 2011. Congratulations Walt!
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Joe Puperi

Ohio Tree Farm Committee, Chair

informed about policies that may influence
your woodland in years to come.
This past year, we also started an Ohio Tree
Farm advocacy subcommittee. I strongly
encourage you to touch base with Cassie
Ridenour (cassixr@aol.com) or Jim Savage to be
added to their list of Ohio advocacy contacts.
I would be surprised if that amounted to more
than a few emails per year. But we recognize
the need to help give tree farmers information
and opportunities to express their opinions on
matters that directly impact their property. One
example would be potential changes in how
property taxes for woodlands are calculated.
Attend the Paul Bunyan Show. While this year’s
show has passed, each year there are educational
sessions put together specifically for woodland
owners. There are also many displays and
vendors to provide ideas about ways to improve
how you manage your property.

Join Now!
Enjoy the benefits of being a member of Ohio’s oldest
and largest forestry related group.
Ohio Forestry Association is dedicated to
strengthening and expanding the wood products
industry for the benefit of Ohio companies,
employees, customers, landowners and the
general public.
OFA provides information and services
to members through:
• Networking Opportunities
• Financial Benefit Programs
• Educational Programs
• Trade Shows
• Legislative Representation
www.ohioforest.org
888-388-7337

At the November 16 Ohio Tree Farm
Committee meeting I will pass the gavel, but plan
to remain engaged myself. It has been an honor to
serve the Certified Tree Farmers of Ohio.
Landowners flocked to the Lange’s Ohio Tree
Farm of the Year Tour in 2010.

• Free consultation and estimates
• Timber harvested by experienced loggers
• Specializing in standing oak and pine
Greg Gottshall, Timber Consultant
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Perspective

Honorees
As you are wrapping up your autumn
tasks in your woodlands, I hope you’ve
had the chance to pause and enjoy the
fall foliage and changing season.
Last month I was honored to induct
three outstanding individuals and one
outstanding group into the ODNR
Division of Forestry’s Forest of Honor at
Zaleski State Forest.
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Jack and Janet Sweigart
Near and dear to the hearts of many of you, Jack and
Janet devoted many years and countless hours to
promoting forestry on their 52 acres of woodland,
and spreading the word of good stewardship and
conservation throughout northwestern Ohio and
beyond. They initially purchased 40 acres of woods
and farmland in Allen County from Jack’s dad in 1972,
and soon contacted Service Forester Mike Jurkiewicz
at the Findlay Division of Forestry office for assistance
in planning a tree planting. The Sweigarts steadily
progressed from being learners to teachers through the
forestry practices they did and the various trainings they
experienced. After Jack’s untimely passing in 2009, Janet
continued the legacy until she passed away unexpectedly
in 2016. The Sweigarts left an indelible mark on Ohio
forestry, foresters, fellow land owners and tree farmers,
children, grandchildren, and many others.

Robert Boyles

ODNR Deputy Director and
State Forester

Mark J. Hoenigman
A name known to many in the urban forestry and
arboriculture industry, Mark has faithfully and
generously contributed to the industry at the local,
state, national, and international levels with a longterm commitment to education, best management
practices, science, and research in the field of
arboriculture. For example, Mark has provided
leadership to the arboriculture industry by: pioneering
the use of the air knife for large tree moving and plant
health care; adapting and implementing the use of
stereo imaging to the study of tree biomechanics; and,
by being a driving force in a local group of arborists
who have joined together to educate young arborists,
the Ohio Independent Arborist Association. The
research that Mark has fostered and sponsored has
become a widely-used industry standard. The Division
of Forestry’s urban forestry program has significantly
benefited from Mark’s service.
The National Wild Turkey Federation
The National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) in
Ohio has been an important partner with the ODNR
Division of Forestry. NWTF maintains a representative

on the Ohio Forest Stewardship Committee, which
provides guidance and input on the division’s
private lands programs. They also hold positions on
committees of key partner organizations involved in
private lands conservation work in Ohio, and they
have partnered with the division and supported
many projects and programs, including public
outreach events to connect the benefits of active forest
management to enhanced wildlife habitats. The Ohio
NWTF’s partnership with and support of ODNR and
the Division of Forestry has directly led to furthering
sustainable forestry practices on private, state, and
federal lands, treatment of invasive plants to the
benefit of the forest resource, enhanced wildlife habitat
and recreational opportunities, and increased public
awareness of the importance of well-managed forests.
Three trees were planted in the Forest of Honor for these
recipients, to honor Jack and Janet Sweigart for their
significant educational outreach, to recognize Mark
Hoenigman for being instrumental in developing and
implementing successful improvements to arboriculture
and urban forestry practices, and to recognize the
NWTF for significantly advancing Ohio forestry.

Honorees at the 2017 Forest of Honor held October 12 at Zaleski State Forest: (L-R) ODNR Deputy
Director and State Forester Robert Boyles, Mark and Janet Hoenigman, Joel Wood (National Wild
Turkey Federation board member), ODNR Director James Zehringer, and ODNR Division of Forestry's
John Mueller, representing the Sweigart family.

Coldwell Timber Consulting, LLC.
"We Represent the Interests of the Forest Landowner"
		 • Timber Sales
• Forest Management Plans
• Timber Appraisals
• Pipeline & Well Pad Timber Appraisal

(330) 831-4374

jedcoldwell@yahoo.com
www.coldwelltimberconsulting.com
33759 Hull Road, Salineville, Ohio 43945
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Memorials

The Passing of a
True Steward of the Land

Remembering
Gailen “Max” Maxwell
(April 26, 1926 to July 4, 2017)

“I love the outdoors” was one of Gailen’s favorite sayings. He
preferred conservation over preservation because he believed in using
the land, but doing it wisely. For over 50 years, this is how he managed
his forestlands.
Gailen’s parents began acquiring ground in the late 1930s as local
farms became available after the influence of the Great Depression and as
folks moved on to urban areas. Gailen purchased his first 120-acre tract
of land in 1959. Over the years, Gailen or his sisters and brother would
continue to add to this ownership until Gailen had oversight of the forest
management on approximately 2,100 acres of Perry County lands. All
along the way, he worked with various foresters--Frank Newell, Armand
Jackson, Jim Eberhart, Rich Cappell, Tom Berger, Lee Crocker, Bill
Serbonich, and David Murray among them--asking advice and proudly
showing his accomplishments in restoring abused lands to a productive
state.
Upon reviewing his detailed records and maps, over the years Gailen
had planted close to 250,000 hardwood and conifer seedlings. Fallow
fields and abandoned strip mined lands were planted, as well as newer
mined lands that were reclaimed back to grass instead of trees, which
Gailen preferred. Numerous groups assisted in these tree planting
projects, but Gailen and his “volunteer” friends and relatives were the
main labor force.
Gailen preferred doing this work himself, a labor of passion for
the land. Pruning and thinning operations were done as the pine
stands grew. For many years, Gailen sheared and sold Christmas trees.
Numerous EQIP projects for timber stand improvement were completed,
involving cutting grapevines and eradicating non-native invasive
species in his forests. All of this work was done with the considerations
of improving the water quality of the Sunday Creek Watershed and
fostering wildlife habitat.
The Shagbark Tree Farm (OH-909) was originally certified in 1972,
and for 45 years Gailen proudly stated to everyone he was an Ohio
Certified Tree Farmer.
It was working with the Tree Farm Committee in 2000 that I met
Gailen Maxwell. At the time, he was 74 years young. He and his wife Pat
had been selected the 1990 Outstanding Ohio Tree Farmers. I already
knew he was one of the “Big 3” landowners (Jeffers, Lowe, Maxwell)
in southeastern Ohio that actively managed their forestlands. I can
say that Gailen was one of the most enthusiastic advocates of the Tree
Farm Program I have ever known. I say this because of the volume of
accomplishments completed on his own lands, as well as his outreach in
assisting others seeking stewardship advice.
Gailen Maxwell will truly be missed, but his legacy in a remote
corner of Perry County will continue to grow and flourish. I can
truthfully say I was proud to be his friend and fellow tree farmer.
Dean Berry
Forester and Ohio Tree Farmer

Fall 2017 | 10

TRIBUTE to
TIM BREWSTER

Dave Schatz, Forester and Ohio Tree Farmer, remembers
Gailen Maxwell
Gailen, along with Harold Jeffers and Marshall
Lowe, were always seeking new ideas and information
concerning management of their forest lands. The “Big
3” also felt it was important to share forest management
ideas they had learned and experienced with other
land owners. Thus, in the early 1990s, they each were
instrumental in helping to organize the Southeast Ohio
Woodland Interest Group. Meeting monthly in Athens,
Gailen, Harold, and Marshall served numerous roles in
SEOWIG, with each serving as president more than once.
Gailen was also the self-appointed provider of coffee
and cookies for each meeting for many years. With
Gailen’s passing, all three of these tree farmers are now
gone, but their enthusiasm for forest management and
their desire to share will be fondly remembered by those
who knew them.

On June 30, 2017, Tim Brewster of Geneva passed away.
For forty-one years, Tim was a woodland improvement vendor in
northeast Ohio. He cut vines and improved the quality of hundreds
of woodlots. Later in his career, clients trusted him to manage and
sell their timber.
Tim was kind and considerate. When I worried about the
woodland insect buzzing around my head, he recalled his grandfather’s
observation that a yellow jacket doesn’t warn a woodsman before it
stings. When I asked, he readily shared with me his experiences of how
herbicides actually worked, or didn’t work, in grapevine control. If I
thanked him for the advice, he would put on a frown and an ornery
grin, replying “Aw, shucks.” The compliment embarrassed him.
This woodsman cared about the forest. He once joked to me
that “I could almost hear the trees cheering when I cut the strangling
grapevines.” If a client couldn’t pay for all the woodland improvement
work prescribed by a forester, Tim might quietly do the remainder for
free. In 1995, ODNR planted a tree in Zaleski State Forest to honor him
as a Friend of the Forest.
Tim’s happiness rubbed off on other people. He gave us joy
through his music. As a boy he learned the accordion. Later, he played
keyboards in nightclub bands.
Tim loved to fish. He once invited me to his family farm on the
Grand River in Ashtabula County. Below forty-foot shale bluffs,
we caught soft-shell crawdads as bait and fished for bronze-backed
smallmouth bass. Later, he enjoyed fishing for steelheads at Harpersfield
Dam.
Mr. Brewster, as I would occasionally address him, had a good
sense of humor. One day he showed up to work wearing two left boots.
He protested that they were good enough and didn’t want to spend
more money on boots for himself. A few weeks later I presented him
the hat with two left feet on the bill—he donned it with that ornery “Aw,
shucks” grin.
I attended his Celebration of Life at Geneva-on-the-Lake. Judging
by the crowd in attendance, I’m sure
Tim was a great friend, father, and
husband. I’m also sure he is in a
happy place, because all through the
celebration, the bright, sunny skies
and calm, blue-green waters of Lake
Erie stretched out to the horizon.
We’ll miss you, Tim.
Marty Michel, Forester
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L U M B E R

L T D.

Fine Hardwoods & Woodland Managment
SINCE 1974

O.F.A Master Logging Company
Buyers of Standing Timber
Manufacturers of Ohio’s
Finest Hardwoods
Professional Woodland
& Whitetail Management

Find Your Local Servicing STIHL Retailer

STIHLdealers.com

Free Appraisals

8667 Zuecher Road
Apple Creek, Ohio 44606

David Hershberger

330.359.5721 ext. 5

Responsible stewards dedicated
to providing the benefits of

flood reduction,
conservation,

and recreation
in the Muskingum River Watershed.
www.mwcd.org

MWCD owns 54,000 acres in the watershed and is known as the largest tree farmer in the State
oOhio
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• 1 gallon through 15 gallon sizes available
• Fall planting option
• High survivability
• Air-root pruned

Container Grown Native Trees & Shrubs
woodywarehouse.com

3339 W 850 N • PO Box 259
Lizton, IN 46149
office: 317-994-5487 • fax: 317-994-5494
email: sales@woodywarehouse.com
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Winter Visitors

William Borovicka, Ecologist
USDA Forest Service
Northern Research Station

Golden Eagles in Ohio

O

n a crisp winter morning, a
golden eagle, Aquila chrysaetos,
flies over the trees of the Vinton
Furnace State Forest. At a small ridgetop
clearing--the site of an old log landing--it
spots a pile of deer carcasses and lands to
feed. Triggered by the motion, a camera
mounted on a post documents the bird’s
presence, taking a picture every minute
while the golden eagle feeds. Having fed,
the bird takes off once more on its mighty
wings.
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Since 2012, Vinton Furnace has been
a field site for the Appalachian Golden
Eagle Camera Trap Project, headed by
Todd Katzner of the U.S. Geologic Survey.
As one of more than 150 sites spread
through every eastern state encompassing
the range of the Appalachian Mountains,
the site is maintained according to
established protocols for site selection
and camera set up to ensure all data are
collected in a standardized manner.
A diverse range of wildlife species
have been documented at the sites
feeding on or investigating the bait.
American crows, coyotes, turkey
vultures, red tailed hawks, opossums,
and raccoons are frequent visitors. Red
shouldered hawks are less frequent but
regular attendees. On evenings when
the bait is fresh, bobcats will make an
appearance with great horned owls,
and grey and red fox sometimes
participating. Skunks stop by for a
meal and are well respected by the
other animals.
When it is very cold, bald
eagles find their way to the bait.
Domestic dogs have been known
to find the piles, though more

frequent coyote activity seems to have
diminished the dogs’ visits, or perhaps
the neighbors and hunters in the area are
keeping better track of their pets. Visits
by red-bellied woodpeckers have been
captured by the cameras and also white
tailed deer, which were probably not
indulging. Unfortunately for the crew
tasked with replenishing the bait, feral
hogs also come in for the opportunity to
scavenge. Unfortunate because feral hogs
are non-native, nuisance animals with very
large appetites.
The bait, consisting mainly of deer
carcasses, is brought to two sites operated
by the USDA Forest Service Northern
Research Station staff throughout the
January to March camera trapping
season. Roadkill deer is abundant
through the winter in southeast Ohio.
Many miles of highway are cruised in
search of suitable bait, and our local
Ohio Department of Transportation
garage assists with delivering what they
find. Hunter harvested deer are not
used because many of them contain lead
fragments that would poison the animals.
The bait is staked to the ground in
view of the camera in an effort to prevent

animals from dragging it away. In spite of
that, the feral hogs seem
quite able to push the bait off
of the rebar and the coyotes are then
able to drag the carcasses into the forest.
During the field crew’s biweekly visits
to the bait sites to check the bait supply,
battery levels, and swap out the data
card in the cameras, they also re-center
the bait that has been moved out of the
camera’s field of view.
The over 10,000 pictures a season of
golden eagles and other wildlife taken by
the cameras at Vinton Furnace are sent
to a regional coordinator who compiles
them with pictures from the other
regional sites. A tally is recorded of all
the species that visited the sites, and the
data are available for use to study golden
eagles and any other wildlife.
The current project grew out of a
research effort by Todd Katzner’s team
that started in West Virginia baiting and
trapping golden eagles for the purpose
of placing tracking devices on the birds
to study migration patterns. The success
of those early bait sites in attracting
golden eagles and other wildlife sparked a
much larger monitoring endeavor across
the range of the Appalachians. Using
the photographs to study population
dynamics will allow the researchers to
estimate the abundance of golden eagles
wintering in the eastern United States.
Golden eagles are migratory. In the
eastern northern hemisphere, the birds
breed in northern Canada in the summer
and spend the winter south through
the Appalachian Mountain range. The
birds’ winter range and migration paths
take them through areas of established
and proposed wind farms, which can
be hazardous to birds. Golden eagles
can serve as an indicator species for
many other migratory birds, and the
data collected through this project can
help inform wind farm site selection and
operating procedures to minimize impact
on the birds.
A history of sightings is created for
all the other wildlife species visiting the
bait sites and other research projects

may grow from those records. The
ODNR Division of Wildlife developed
a bobcat study based on the data the
USDA Forest Service collected the first
winter on the project. Using the Vinton
Furnace bait sites and a network of other
sites specifically focused on bobcats,
the Division of Wildlife was able to
trap and track bobcats, leading to a
better understanding of the estimated
abundance, range, and habitat use of the
bobcat population in southern Ohio.
The USDA Forest Service staff
at Vinton Furnace State Forest plans
to continue participating with the
project for its duration. There is hope
to purchase and deploy a transmitter
on a golden eagle visiting one of the
Vinton Furnace bait sites, adding to the
understanding of the species’ migration
patterns. Monitoring will continue on
the other wildlife that comes in to the
sites to scavenge or investigate, and other

research may develop from that data.
The next time you are out driving
in the winter and you see a large bird on
a carcass at the side of the road, take a
moment to slow down and safely take a
look. It may be a turkey vulture or a red
tailed hawk, or maybe it will be a golden
eagle.
Bill Borovicka has been at the Vinton
Furnace State Forest since 2002 and
currently manages the facilities and field
work at the site. He has an active role with
the research and education outreach being
conducted by the Forest Service and its
many partners.
Photos courtesy USDA Forest Service

GRAPEVINE CONTROL
We will cut and treat the grapevines
in your hardwood trees.
Dennis Miller • 330-231-8206
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Wild
Wonders in the
Woods

The Black Bear
(Ursus americanus)

T

he black bear, an endangered
and protected species in Ohio, is
the smallest of the North American
bears. Standing three feet high at the
shoulder and weighing between 100
and 400 pounds, this retiring bear
has made its way back into Ohio after
extirpation in 1850.
Do you know the story of
Smokey Bear? Smokey Bear
was an orphaned black bear
cub, rescued by wildfire crews
battling a large fire in New
Mexico. News of the rescued
cub traveled fast, and with a
tremendous amount of public
support, the little cub was
presented to the USDA Forest
Service to serve as a symbol
of conservation and wildfire
prevention. The little bear lived
a long life at the National Zoo in
D.C., receiving so many letters
and gifts of honey that he
had to have his own zip code!
When he died, he was buried
in his home in New Mexico,
in the Smokey Bear Historical
Park. Read the full story at
smokeybear.com.
Orphaned black bear
cub “Little Smokey” was
the live representation
of Smokey Bear from
1975 to his death in 1990.
Photo: U.S. Department of
Agriculture/Flickr
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Prior to European settlement,
black bears were found throughout
Ohio’s woodlands and valued by
Native Americans for their meat,
warm fur, and for use in spiritual
ceremonies. After settlement, hunting
pressures and the changing landscape
forced remaining bears to leave Ohio
in search of habitat elsewhere. It took
130 years before black bears returned
to Ohio. Since then, black bears
have been sighted in the majority of
Ohio’s eastern counties – a small, but
growing, population.

The life of a black bear

Despite its name, black bears
can also be brown or cinnamon
in color. Behaviorally, black bears
are generally shy and scare easily.
However, when within the security
of woodland shadows, they will
creep cautiously out to see
what scared them. Black
bears are most often
diurnal, spending
the day between
bouts of
foraging and
resting. In
areas where

humans are present, their activities
are more often refrained to the hours
of dawn and dusk (crepuscular).
Despite their apparent shuffling gate,
black bears are quite fast, reaching
speeds of 35 mph for short distances.
Black bears are omnivores and
eat a variety of different foods. They
feed heavily on insects, flipping over
logs and rocks in search of ants and
grubs, and raiding nests of wasps and
bees for developing young and honey.
They will occasionally take fish,
rabbit, mice, and even more rarely,
deer fawns. Bears will visit carrion,
and if the carcass is too far gone, they
will lap up the maggots and other
insects.

Marne Titchenell

OSU Extension
Wildlife Program Specialist

Knowing that a bear’s main
foods are berries, nuts, and
insects, it’s impressive that such
a large animal can find enough
food to not only satisfy, but
also to pack on enough extra
pounds to survive the winter!
Berries and nuts are favorites of
black bears-- raspberries, blueberries,
strawberries, grapes, and cherries
are readily consumed, and in late
summer and early autumn, acorns
and beech nuts are a staple food.
Because black bears are agile climbers
and able to balance on narrow
branches, they can climb to retrieve
nuts and do not have to wait for them
to fall to the forest floor as deer and

other animals do.

Perhaps one
of the

most fascinating aspects of a black
bear’s life is what happens during
the winter. Black bears spend the
winter in a den, often under a
stump or within a brush pile, in a
cave, or within a large tree cavity.
After spending a considerable time
throughout the summer feeding and
increasing their body weight, black
bears enter winter torpor, a state of
reduced activity during which they
do not eat or drink. They also will
not defecate, their bodies instead
recycling their waste as a source of
water and protein.
Bears are too large to radically
drop their body temps like small
mammals do during winter torpor
(i.e. bats can drop from ~100
degrees F to 40 degrees F during
hibernation), but they do drop their
body temps by 7-8 degrees, and their
metabolism lowers, which helps
them survive on their built-up fat
stores. Black bears also drop their
heart rate from 40-50 to 8-19 beats
per second. Importantly, because
black bears don’t radically drop their
metabolism and body temperatures,
they can become active relatively
quickly. Have you ever heard the
phrase “don’t poke a sleeping
bear”? They will wake up,
and won’t be happy

about it!
Let’s pause
to think about
this winter
survival
mode. If
a human
were to
undergo
90 days of
inactivity
as black

Signs To look for

Mark trees are trees that have
been marked by black bears, often
clawed, bitten, and rubbed against.
Fur can sometimes be found stuck
to sap, bark, or lower tree branches.
Marking is likely a communication
to other bears of the same sex.
Males mark often during the spring
and early summer when defending
mating opportunities, while
females mark more often during
the fall to claim a rich food territory.

As is the case with most mammals,
signs are often seen before the
animal itself. Look for tracks, scat,
and mark trees. Tracks are large
(front foot measures 3.75-8 inches
long by 3.25-6 inches wide and
back foot measure 5.5-8.75 inches
long by 3.5-6 inches wide), with
five toes on each foot. Black bears
defecate six to eight times per day
and often leave scat in obvious
places along travel routes. Scat size
and shape varies tremendously
based on their diet.
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leafing out

AMERICAN PLUM
American plum (Prunus americana) is one of the showiest native trees that can be found throughout
Ohio (Braun 1989). Its flowers appear in early spring and rival those of many of its non-native invasive
cousins, including Bradford (a.k.a Callery) pear. Even though many references indicate that it prefers dry
sites, in Ohio it often occurs in small patches along streams and woodland edges where there is ample
moisture and sunlight (USDA 2017).

T

   his small tree is usually multi-stemmed and rarely
   reaches more than 25 feet in height. Plum leaves are
oval, alternate, simple, and approximately 3 inches long
(Seiler and Peterson 2017). Leaf edges have many very fine
teeth, and the leaf tip is sharply pointed. Plum flowers and
fruit are produced in small clusters on sharp thorn-like spur
shoots. The ill scented flowers have five petals, are creamy
white, and accented by numerous bright yellow anthers.
Flowers often appear before the leaves unfold (Leopold 1998).

Keys to American Plum Identification:
Spine-like branches
Dense clonal thickets
Dark peeling bark with horizontal lines (lenticels)
Showy white flowers in spring
Plum fruit with large pit
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Although American plum is a close relative of black
cherry (Prunus serotina), the wildlife benefits that it
provides differ considerably. Because it often grows
in large thickets and has dense, thorny branching, it
provides excellent escape cover and nesting habitat for
many song birds (Weeks et. al. 2005). Plum fruit is thick
skinned, contains a large pit, and turns orange to red
when it matures in late summer (Leopold 1998). Its large
diameter (nearly 1 inch) may limit its use to many song
birds; however, it is a valuable food source for a variety
of mammals from raccoons and opossums to foxes and
coyotes (Weeks et. al. 2005). If you are lucky enough to
find ripened plums before they are consumed by wildlife,
try them out yourself. Caution--the fruit is a bit acidic or
tart, so you may choose to use it in jams or jellies.
American plum has many attributes that make it
desirable for use in the yard, in openings, or along edges
in natural areas. If you are fortunate and already have
plum growing on your property, consider removing
competing vegetation like
grape vines as well as trees and
shrubs that are crowding them
and limiting light availability.
A few years ago I removed
some non-native privet stems
from areas along a stream
that runs at the edge of my
property. Subsequently, many

Dave Apsley
The Ohio State University Extension

new American plum seedlings and sprouts have taken
advantage of the resulting voids.
Planting stock is not readily available through Ohio
nurseries, but you can locate it from reputable sources online. Just be sure that you purchase our native, American
plum (Prunus americana) seedlings. Alternatively, you
can increase the amount of American plum on your

property by collecting seed from native populations,
storing properly under cool, moist conditions, and
planting in the spring or fall (Grisez 2008).
If you are thinking about adding some variety to your
property, give American plum serious consideration. You
won’t regret it.
Photos provided by the author.

References:
Braun, E.L. 1989. The Woody Plants of Ohio. Ohio State University Press. Columbus, OH.
Grizez, T.J., J.R. Barbour and R.P. Karrfalt. 2008. Prunus L. in The Woody Plant Seed Manual. F.T. Bonner and R.P. Karrfalt
(eds.). USDA Forest Service Agricultural Handbook 727.
Leopold, D.J., W.C. McComb and R.N. Muller. 1998. Trees of the Central Hardwood Forests of North America. Timber Press.
Portland, OR.
Seiler J. and J. Peterson. 2017. Forest Biology and Dendrology Education, Virginia Tech. http://dendro.cnre.vt.edu
USDA, Natural Resources ConservationService. 2017. Plants Database. http://plants-materials.nrcs.usda.gov.
Weeks, S.S., H.P. Weeks and G.R. Parker. 2005. Native Trees of the Midwest--Identification, Wildlife Values and Landscaping Use.
Purdue University Press. West Lafayette, IN.

Full Steel Cab Enclosure Systems
Best on Earth Guaranteed

by Armor TechTM

Full systems with & without doors as well as crew cabs
available at a fraction of the oem cost. Starting at $1995.

Manufacturers we carry: Artic Cat, Bob Cat, Can Am,
Honda, John Deere, Kawasaki, Polaris, Yahama
Locally Based in Medina, Ohio

Call Jon at Cycles R Us

Since 1996

Office 330-769-2629 ext 102 • Cell 330-421-9200 • Parts@cyclesrus.net • www.cyclesrus.net
Fall 2017 | 19

Ohio Woodlands Journal 2017.qxp_Ohio Woodlands Journal 1/4 pg 12/12/16 3:56

Foresty Improvements
Helping you grow a better woodland

Genetically Superior
Hardwood Trees for your
Timber Investments
Genetically
Superior
Curly Poplar

Genetically Superior Black
Walnut, White Oak and
Black Cherry, Grafts and
Seedlings

• Grows in wet sites
• Curly Poplar produces an
attractive highly figured
wood grain that makes it
valuable as veneer
• Annual growth rates of
1 inch caliper or more per
year are expected
• Tested and patented by
Purdue University

• Grafts and
seedlings from
original patented
Black Walnut trees
• Improved
selections of White
Oak and Black
Cherry seedlings
and grafts
• Grafted White Oak for heavy/wet
soil sites

New

♦ Timber Stand Improvement
♦ Grapevine Control
♦ Invasive Control
♦ Tree Planting

Licensed & Insured

Raymond J. Yoder
31253 Township Rd. 11 • Fresno, Ohio 43824

(330) 897-1241

Fall 2017 | 20

(Populus canescans x alba) PP 17,525

PICTURED: Nine-year old genetically superior
black walnut –over 6 inches in diameter.

To purchase or for a free full-color
informational brochure call toll-free:

888-749-0799

www.advancedtree.com

ADVANCED TREE TECHNOLOGY
12818 Edgerton Road, New Haven, IN 46774 • 260-749-0891

bears do during the winter, that human
would lose 90 percent muscle mass
and suffer bone damage. Black bears
sustain no bone damage, and lose 20-30
percent of their muscle mass. Females
with nursing cubs lose the most weight,
as they drop their body temperature
only a few degrees to keep their new
offspring warm and protected.
Speaking of cubs, mating takes place
before winter torpor, in the early summer.
Female black bears mate every other year,
and practice delayed implantation whereby
the embryo does not implant into the uterine
wall until the female begins winter torpor.
On average, two cubs are born to a female, around
January or February. The cubs are sustained by their
mother’s milk until emergence in early April. Delaying
gestation allows young black bears to emerge from winter
dens when spring foods are available.
The cubs spend the rest of the summer learning how
to hunt and forage from their mother, then retire with her
to her winter den. This explains why female black bears
mate every other year. Young black bears disperse from
their mothers in their second year, which can be the most
challenging time in a young bear’s life. If a cub survives
its second year finding enough food to enter winter
torpor, it has a good chance of survival. On average, black
bears live 13 years in the wild, with adult mortality being
largely human related.
It's suspected that many of the bears in Ohio
are young males; however females have been
spotted with cubs. It's estimated that there are
75-100 bears statewide.

Nuisance bears

In northeast Ohio, where the highest
number of bear sightings occurs, the
most common problem caused by bears
is raided bird feeders. Taking down
feeders between Memorial Day and
Labor Day will remove the food source
and encourage bears to move on. Other
food items can also attract bears to a
backyard, so pick up uneaten pet food,
secure bee hives, keep trash inside until
pick-up day, and clean out grease traps after
grilling out.
Bears are typically fearful of humans,
but that fear can be overcome with food
reinforcements, so please DO NOT feed bears. If you
encounter a bear, remain calm. Give the animal space
and back away slowly. Avoid eye contact and give the
bear a clear escape route. Black bears are typically nonaggressive and will flee the area when given the chance.
Landowners are encouraged to report any bear
sightings at wildohio.gov. Bear sightings tend to increase
in early summer into July, coinciding with the breeding
season. For more information on nuisance bears, visit
wildohio.gov, and navigate to ‘Species and Habitats’ then
‘Nuisance Wildlife’ then ‘Bears.’
Black bear tracks compared to human track. Photo by D.
Owen, California Dept. of Forestry and Fire Protection,
Bugwood.org
Black bear claw marks on tree. Photo by R. Routledge,
Sault College, Bugwood.org
Remaining black-bear photos: Photos courtesy of pixabay.
com unless otherwise noted

Wrapping it up
As populations of black bears increase in Pennsylvania, we may see even
more Smokey Bears making their way into our woods. If you suspect
black bears are in your woods, put up a trail camera, see what you catch,
and report your sightings. Trail cameras are excellent tools for monitoring
many of Ohio’s wild wonders of the woods!
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Woodland
Owner Groups
Active in State
This just in: Ohio has special groups, or clubs if you will,
of woodland owners who gather to fellowship, share
their experiences, and enjoy a time of learning about
the woodlands they love and enjoy every day. These
regional groups span the entire state and meet monthly or
quarterly, often at a member’s property or to visit a special
site for a tour and a talk. The groups report their activities
at the quarterly Ohio Tree Farm Committee meetings, but
now you can read about many of their recent or upcoming
events in what we hope will become a regular feature in
The Ohio Woodland Journal. And, maybe you will stop by
to visit the group in your area!
Muskingum River Woodland Interest Group
In September, MRWIG joined forces with seven east-central
Ohio SWCD’s to hold a Forestry Field Day in Muskingum County.
Fifty four participants spent the day in the woods learning
valuable woodland management practices. ODNR Division of
Forestry foresters held an exercise on crop tree release, explaining
the theory and principal behind the practice, followed by a
session where participants selected and marked trees they felt
would benefit most from a crop tree release. Consulting foresters
shared with participants the value of a managed timber harvest,
including tree selection and marking, conducting a timber sale,
and managing woodland roads. Invasive species were identified
and management options were discussed.
Wildlife biologists were on hand to discuss wildlife
management in woodlands, and NRCS staff held a question
and answer session on EQIP. The highlight of the day was a
presentation from a timber buyer who shared his perspective on
a timber sale. He covered his costs from harvest to final product,
including many expenses most landowners do not consider, like
insurance and workers compensation.
A topic that generated a lot of lively discussion was the
chainsaw safety and tree felling demonstration. Numerous
donated items were given away in a raffle, including a chainsaw,
with proceeds used to sponsor high school students to OFA’s
Ohio Forestry and Wildlife Camp. Plans are under way to make
this an annual event, rotating between counties.
Learn more about MRWIG at www.mrwig.org.
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LEARN

Northwest Ohio Woodland Association
The NWOWA meets four times a year, and the last
meeting was a special evening one, held Saturday,
October 14 at Lawrence Woods near Kenton.
Meredith Gilbert, Communication Specialist with the
ODNR Division of Wildlife showed the group what
critters one might see in the woods when the sun
goes down, and how to attract them.
The meeting included the usual secretary, treasurer,
and other committee reports along with updates from
the Ohio Tree Farm Committee and ODNR service
foresters. The 2018 program schedule was reviewed.
Proposed programs include History, Perspectives,
and Plans for forest management on private and
state lands in Ohio; The Sugar Bush and How One is
Operated; Conservation Projects with the Birds and
the Bees; and the R. A. Stranahan Arboretum. Dates
will be announced.
For more details on the Northwest Ohio Woodland
Association and future meetings, contact Keshia Krout
at (419) 424-5004 or Tom Mills at (419) 423-3422.
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Southeast Ohio Woodland Interest Group
SEOWIG meets on a bi-monthly basis throughout the year. This year’s programs included Two Centuries
of Forest Change in Southeastern Ohio with Dr. James Dyer, Planting and Caring for Young Trees field tour
and workshop, Woodland Management farm tour and cookout, and Southern Flying Squirrels: Facts About
and Fascination with a Woodland Wonder with Dr. Don Althoff. We will be finishing off the year with an Oak
Management field tour in October and our annual meeting and dinner in December. Everyone is welcome to
attend our meetings.
Those interested in our programs can follow us on Facebook at Southeast Ohio Woodland Interest Group, or
visit our website: seowig.weebly.com.
Ed Brown, County Extension Director, OSU Extension, Athens County

Continued on page 24

ENJOY

JOIN

Fall 2017 | 23

stland Association

Southern Ohio Fore

r meeting, where
an interesting Octobe
d
ha
ers
mb
me
FA
SO
es - also known as
about Indian Signal Tre t several members
the presentation was
ou
by Dana Harsh. Turns
red the history and
Trail Trees - presented
plo
ex
ms, and Dana
far
ir
the
on
es
tre
ch
have su
signs”.
with these early “road the second annual
mysteries associated
e
tur
fea
ll
wi
ng
er meeti
The group’s Novemb
m and non-trail cam
ca
il
tra
’
ers
mb
me
ere
wh
st,
nte
co
hy
will be enjoyed
photograp
rs beauties of nature
he
ot
d
an
.
ife
ldl
wi
of
pictures
in several categories
tion for best of show
eti
Mic
mp
en
co
Op
ly
al
nd
nu
frie
an
r
a
in
we will have ou
,
ng
eti
me
er
y
mb
ve
Also at the No
te about what the
endees give an upda
ar while working
Night, during which att
ye
st
pa
during the
red
ve
co
dis
or
d
rne
have lea
oducts, experience
ns for value-added pr
tio
es
gg
su
s,
od
wo
ir
the
ber harvests, pond
ing invasive plants, tim tructive use of
ns
with planting, controll
co
,
d road maintenance
development, path an her tips and tricks of the tree farm trade.
d ot
d celebration will be
forest byproducts, an
al Meeting and year-en ks are looking
nu
The December An
s fol
this year, and as alway
at the Lake White Club ite elephant gift exchange. SOFA
wh
forward to the friendly ld the second
he
ely
tin
rou
are
s
ng
meeti
(excluding January
nth
mo
Thursday of each
U South Endeavor
and August) at the OS
re information about
Centers at Piketon. Mo ts, and wildlife
en
SOFA, a calendar of ev
are available at
s
rce
and tree farm resou
OhioSOFA.org.

Martin G. Michel

Registered Consulting Forester
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419-289-3114
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t’s Certified Tree Farm.
Trail tree on John Schmid

Regional Woodland Associations in Ohio
Opportunities:
Interesting Forestry Programs • Knowledgeable Speakers
Monthly Newsletters • Training Sessions • Field Days
Central Ohio Small Woodlot Interest Group
Jason Van Houten
ODNR Division of Forestry
2045 Morse Rd., Building H-1
Columbus, OH 43229
(614) 265-6703
jason.vanhouten@dnr.state.oh.us

Muskingum River Woodland Interest Group
Dave Bonifant
3594 Evans Rd.
Nashport, Ohio 43830
(740) 814-2474
nita.david@windstream.net
www.mrwig.org

East Central Ohio Forestry Association
Jeremy Scherf
ODNR Division of Forestry
2050 East Wheeling Ave.
Cambridge, Ohio 43725-2159
(740) 439-9079
jeremy.scherf@dnr.state.oh.us

Northeastern Ohio Forestry Association
James Elze
2145 Merle Road
Salem, Ohio 44460
(330) 337-8974
neofa1972@gmail.com

Killbuck Valley Woodland Interest Group
Bob Romig
3511 Clearview Pl.
Wooster, Ohio 44691
(330) 345-5077
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Northwest Ohio Woodland Association
John Mueller
ODNR Division of Forestry
952 B Lima Ave.
Findlay, Ohio 45840
(419) 424-5004
john.mueller@dnr.state.oh.us
Joe Puperi
Advanced Tree Health
joe@advancedtreehealth.com

Southeast Ohio Woodland Interest Group
Perry Brannan
ODNR Division of Forestry
360 E. State St.
Athens, Ohio 45701
(740) 589-9915
perry.brannan@dnr.state.oh.us
seowig.weebly.com
Southern Ohio Forestland Association
P.J. Gordy
3813 Potts Hill Road
Bainbridge, Ohio 45612
(740) 634-2470
Ohiosofa.org
Southwest Ohio Woodland Owners Association
Pat Migliozzi
ODNR Division of Forestry
8570 East State Route 73
Waynesville, Ohio 45068
(513) 897-1082
pat.migliozzi@dnr.state.oh.us

MOISTURE PROTECTION FOR
BAREROOT AND SEEDLINGS

See page 30 for OWJ advertising rates and school sponsorship information.
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Ohio forestry
OFA – Advocating for the Forest

M

ost people know the Ohio Forestry Association for the Paul Bunyan Show, its
educational Camp, sponsoring the Ohio Tree Farm System, and a few other

activities and events. But, probably the most important thing that the association does
is advocate for the forest landowner and the forest products industry in Ohio on a wide
range of issues. Following are some of the local, state, and national issues that we have been
involved with this year.
Local Issues
 Road use issues for loggers and sawmills have been
popping up in various counties. We are meeting
with local officials to try and work these issues out.
 Municipal Anti-Harvesting Ordinances –
Earlier this year, OFA participated in a meeting
in Cuyahoga County with the ODNR Division
of Forestry and members of local county and
municipal governments to discuss anti-harvesting
ordinances that have been enacted in some
municipalities in northeast Ohio.
 Mohican-Memorial State Forest – We provided
a letter of support for the proposed changes to
the current management plan of the MohicanMemorial State Forest that will benefit the forest.
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 Dry-Kiln Cooperative – OFA, along with some of
its members and industry and business partners,
have been working on a potential Dry-Kiln CoOp in southern Ohio that would boost dry kilning
capacity for both large and small industry lumber
producers there.
Statewide Concerns
 CAUV: We sit on the state’s Agricultural Advisory
Committee to the Department of Tax Equalization
which administers the Current Agricultural
Use Value (CAUV) tax program. We have been
diligently working to address issues with the CAUV
formula as it relates to forest land, and have been
successful in addressing some issues in individual
counties.
 OFTL: We are supporting rule changes to the Ohio
Forest Tax Law (OFTL) program proposed by

Association, inc.
Brad Perkins

Executive Director

Landowner and the Forest Products Industry
the ODNR Division of Forestry, and have been in
discussions with legislators on making the tax rate
more equitable for forest land owners that manage
their timber resource.
 ODNR Division of Forestry (DOF) Budget:
During the state budgeting process this past spring
and summer, we contacted and met with various
state legislators to express our concerns with the
FY 2018 budget cuts that were proposed, and
eventually enacted, to the General Revenue Fund
(GRF) budget for DOF. The DOF is a very active
and important partner with OFA, and a sponsor of
the Ohio Tree Farm Program.
 Wood Markets: Markets for residual wood
materials have been a big problem in Ohio,
especially since the closure of the WestRock paper
mill in late 2015. We are actively engaged with
entities that are considering projects that would
help use this available line of products.

 Industry Recognized Certificates for Schools: The
Ohio Department of Education recently accepted
OFA’s CSAW Level 1 and 2 and the Best Management
Practices for Logging in Ohio as Industry Recognized
Certificates for Schools, a process that OFA has been
working on for over two years.
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National Legislation
There are several national level issues that can affect
the forest products industry. On most of these issues,
OFA has been actively advocating for our members
in a variety of ways. In some cases, we meet with our
national legislators’ offices. We also call these offices and
voice our opinions and concerns. We will send letters
of support for various legislation and acts of Congress,
or sign onto letters of support coming from a larger
contingent of industry allies. Following are some of
the national issues that we have been supporting and
advocating for:
• Future Careers in Logging Act: This act will allow
for 16 and 17 year-old minors to operate certain
pieces of mechanized logging equipment under the
direct supervision of a parent. This could help stem
the decline of our logging force.
• Right-To-Haul Act: This act would allow for loads
to be hauled on the Interstate Highway System at
the same weight limits allowed on state highways.
• Forests in The Farm Bill Coalition: OFA is part
of this coalition that is trying to make sure that all
the programs that are supported through the U.S.
Department of Agriculture get addressed with
proper funding in the upcoming 2018 Farm Bill.
• Resilient Federal Forests Act: This act would
give the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land
Management better tools to manage our forests,
especially during times of catastrophic events
such as wildfires, insect devastation, disease, and
hurricanes.
• Wildfire Funding: We are supporting legislation
that would prevent firefighting costs from being
a drain on U.S. Forest Service budgets and
taking away from their ability to provide forest
management services, educational programs, and
other important functions.
• Working Forests Caucus: We have encouraged
Ohio’s U.S. legislators to join this caucus at the
federal level. This caucus was formed to advocate for
working forests across the United States.
• Carbon Neutrality for Biomass: OFA has worked
with the American Forest & Pulp Association
(AF&PA) and other allies to get Congress to pass
legislation recognizing forest biomass as carbon
neutral so that it can be promoted as a better
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alternative for the environment to many other fuel
sources. Congress adopted legislation in May 2017
directing agencies (most notably EPA) to provide
recognition of the carbon neutrality of forestderived bioenergy. Work is still being done to make
sure that this legislation is permanent.
• Waters of the U.S.: A recent decision was made by
the EPA and Army Corps of Engineers to review
and revise the definition of the Waters of the U.S.,
known as the WOTUS regulations. OFA has been
active in supporting this review and revision along
with partners across the country. This rule could
create major issues for the logging industry if it is
not corrected.
• Point Source Pollution for Logging Roads: A
recent victory on this issue relates to the BMP
training through OFA’s Master Logging Company
Program. Because of the amount and quality of BMP
training and inspections that are voluntarily being
implemented by Ohio and other states, the U.S. EPA
decided not to pursue additional Point Source
Pollution designations for logging roads.
• H-2B Worker Visa Program: This program
supports many of the folks that come to the U.S.
from other countries on a temporary work visa to
work on tree planting crews and other intermittent
jobs, but has recently bumped up against worker visa
limits. On September 6, 2017, it was announced
that an Agricultural Guestworker Act is slated
to be introduced that would allow portions of
forestry related work to be included in the new
provisions.
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Nature is a great teacher! Try this outdoor activity – it’s safe, fun, and
educational. Project Learning Tree® activities build children’s creative
and critical thinking skills while they learn what the environment needs to
remain healthy and sustainable. Visit shop.plt.org for more.

The Forest of S.T. Shrew
Children take a “shrew’s-eye-view” of life in the woods to gain an appreciation for the many living things
that make forests their homes, and for the variety of habitats within forests.
A habitat is a place where an animal or plant lives and gets all the things it needs to survive, including
food, water, shelter, and space to grow, breed, and raise young. Within any habitat there are smaller
microhabitats. For example, a decaying log is a microhabitat within a larger forest habitat. The decaying log
provides all essential elements for the many small animals and microorganisms that make the log their home.
Try using Project Learning Tree’s story “In the Forest of S.T. Shrew” to take children on a journey to the
forest floor from the viewpoint of a small, and often overlooked, forest creature. You can access the story
for free at http://bit.ly/LDAE5c. Before reading “In the Forest of S.T. Shrew,” ask children:
• What is a forest?
• Have you ever visited a forest?
• If so, what did you see? If not, what might you expect to see?
• What do you enjoy most about forests?
Connect the dots below to uncover an image of the story’s main character, and then share images of other
animals in the narrative. Have children seen them in nature before? If so, what were they doing? As you read
the story, ask children to complete actions each time you reference a particular animal. For example, each
time S.T. Shrew’s name is mentioned, have children wiggle their fingers by their faces to mimic a shrew’s
whiskers. When the story is finished, invite children to draw pictures of events that took place or of their
favorite character.
Finish the adventure by
taking children on a walk

Connect the Dots
to Meet S.T.

through the woods. Look
for microhabitats such as
a fallen log, tree bark,
or leaf litter. Ask: Are
there other microhabitats
near your school? Near
your home? In your own
backyard?

Make Learning Fun!
For more activity ideas and materials, attend a PLT workshop:
• Visit www.plt.org/ohio
• Contact your Ohio PLT State Coordinator, Sue Wintering at
Sue.Wintering@dnr.state.oh.us, 614-265-6657

In Ohio, PLT is sponsored by the
Department of Natural Resources
— Division of Forestry and
Project Learning Tree — Ohio

www.plt.org

©American Forest Foundation. Adapted from Activity 77: Trees in Trouble from Project Learning Tree’s PreK-8 Environmental Education Activity Guide.
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OWJ Sponsors Needed
Be A Proud Sponsor of OWJ!
The editorial board of The Ohio Woodland Journal is looking for businesses or individuals who are willing to sponsor
annual subscriptions of the Journal for all of their county public and private high school libraries. Partial sponsorships are
certainly welcomed from those who reside in urban counties with numerous school districts.
Individual subscription rates are $15.00 per year for four issues. Each high school principal will receive a letter prior to their first issue of
The Ohio Woodland Journal announcing that you or your business is generously supporting the county’s schools by supplying four free issues
to their library. You will also be listed in the Journal as a sponsor.
If you would like to assist in placing the Journal in your county schools or need additional information, please contact:
Gayla Fleming, OFA, 1100-H Brandywine Blvd., Zanesville, Ohio 43701 • 888-388-7337 • gfleming@offinger.com

Thanks to the following businesses, organizations,
and individuals who sponsor the OWJ for these counties:
Jackson County SWCD......................................................... Jackson
Phillip Chase............................................................................. Knox
Southern Ohio Forestland Assn................... Lawrence, Pike & Ross
Chris Hodgson.......................................................................Licking
Doyle Melick............................................................................ Meigs
Cobbler's Knob Tree Farm....................................................... Meigs
Hartzell Hardwoods, Inc........................................................ Miami
Annette Chavez & Greg Davis......................................Montgomery
Mike & Vickie Kilroy......................................Montgomery & Preble
Michael Thomas..................................................... Morgan & Noble
Ron & Susan Colby.............................................................. Morrow
William Houk....................................................................... Morrow
Muskingum County SWCD.......................................... Muskingum
Sandusky County SWCD..................... Ottawa, Sandusky & Seneca
Cody Hacker..............................................................................Perry
Glatfelter Woodlands..................................................................Pike
Mike Besonen..............................................................................Pike
Jack Sedlak............................................................................. Portage
Daniel Sprutte ...................................................................... Portage
Dave Embree.............................................................................. Ross
Greg Smith................................................................................. Ross
ECOFA............................................................................. Tuscarawas
Union County SWCD............................................................. Union
Wayne & Lynn Oney.............................................................. Vinton
Vinton County SWCD........................................................... Vinton
Warren County SWCD......................................................... Warren
Wayne County SWCD........................................................... Wayne
Walter & Donna Lange....................................................... Williams

Schulte's Logging....................................................Allen & Putnam
Anthony J. & Susan Casale................................................ Ashtabula
Crooked Creek Conservation Club.................................. Ashtabula
Anita James............................................................................. Athens
Meadowview Farm................................................................. Athens
Edwin M. Aderer......................................................Athens & Meigs
Metzger's Logging................................................................Auglaize
Belmont County SWCD......................................................Belmont
Brown County SWCD............................................................Brown
Lynn & Tim Wilson.................................................................Brown
John Sommer.........................................................................Carroll
Milan Carnes................................................... Champaign & Logan
Victor & Judith Gasior.................................................. Columbiana
Bob Hum....................................................................... Columbiana
Tiverton Timber Ltd....................................... Coshocton & Monroe
Defiance County SWCD..................................................... Defiance
David Orndorf................... Delaware, Franklin, Marion & Morrow
Deer Haven Ltd. Tree Farm................................................... Fayette
Steve McGinnis.......................................................Franklin County
John Dorka.............................................. Franklin, Stark & Summit
Fulton County SWCD............................................................Fulton
Mark Hissa............................................................................ Geauga
Greene County SWCD........................................................... Greene
Marcus P. Hoholick................................................................ Greene
Hancock County SWCD..................................................... Hancock
Dennis & Jan Bishop................... Hancock, Henry, Marion & Wood
Duckworth Farms.............................................................. Highland
Mark Puhl............................................................................. Hocking
4-J Farm................................................................................. Holmes
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Ad Rates

The Ohio Woodland Journal is a quarterly publication of the Ohio Tree Farm System.
It is published and mailed each year in February, May, August, and November.

Standard Black and White Ad Rates

Size (approximate)
Single Insertion Four Insertions
1/8 pg. (2 1/2”H x 3 ¾”W)
$60
$220
1/4 pg. (5”H x 3 ¾”W)
$90
$300
1/2 pg. (5”H x 7 3/4”W)
$155
$500
1 pg. (10”H x 7 3/4”W
$300
$990

Premium Color Ad Rates

Size (approximate)
Single Insertion Four Insertions
1/8 pg. (2 1/2”H x 3 ¾”W)
$100
$350
1/4 pg. (5”H x 3 ¾”W)
$200
$700
1/2 pg. (5”H x 7 3/4”W)
$300
$1,000
1 pg. (10”H x 7 3/4”W
$500
$1,750

Contact Information
for reserving your place
in the magazine:
Tom Mills
Advertising Manager
The Ohio Woodland Journal
Ohio Tree Farm Committee
Phone: 419-423-3422
Email: trmills67@att.net

To submit an ad, send a high resolution PDF.
Interested? Check us out! To view past issues, please go to http://www.ohioforest.org/page/OhioTreeFarmWJ/?.
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We Buy White Oak Logs!
Independent Stave Company
welcomes all white oak suppliers!
prices for your logs
 Top
 Experienced log buyers
 Professional service

www.independentstavecompany.com

Brodie Buckley

Travis Bethel

740.328.9344
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Central & Northern Ohio

A unit of American Electric Power

Southern Ohio

Protecting the Environment

The Ohio Woodland Journal
Ohio Tree Farm System
1100-H Brandywine Blvd.
Zanesville, OH 43701
Change Service Requested
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