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Perspectives

Ohio Tree Farm Committee
Gene and Teresa Sipos, Co-Chairs

Robert Boyles, Chief,
ODNR Division of Forestry

Resource Information For New
Or Prospective Tree Farmers!
As we entered spring, we
spoke with several timber
buyers and loggers about
the cool, wet conditions
that have kept them out
of the woods this past
year. We are hoping for
better conditions in the
months ahead so their
businesses can continue
being profitable and
successful.
Over the years, we have had the opportunity to attend several
regional forestry associations or woodland interests groups in
Ohio. Gene has been a part of these groups for decades. Teresa
is new to these gatherings, and she is learning more at each
local, state, and national event. There are several woodland
owner groups listed on page 33 of The Ohio Woodland Journal.
Perhaps the one with the greatest longevity is the Northeastern
Ohio Forestry Association, founded in 1972, with 150 current
members.

Calendar of Events...
May 19, 2012
NW Ohio Woodland &
Wildlife Family Festival
Historic Auglaize Village
Defiance County SWCD
(419) 782-8751
A Day in the Woods 2nd
Friday Series
June 8, 2012
Identifying Trees in Your Woods
July 13, 2012
Tending Your Woodlot
August 10, 2012
Measuring Forest Trees
September 14, 2012
Woodland Wildlife—
Game Species
Vinton Furnace State
Experimental Forest
http://seohiowoods.wordpress.com

Spring 2012

June 10-15, 2012
Ohio Forestry & Wildlife
Conservation Camp
FFA Camp Muskingum
www.ohioforest.org
June 14-16, 2012
National Tree Farmer
Convention
Jacksonville, Florida
http://www.treefarmsystem.org/
July 6, 2012
Name That Tree-Geauga County
Chardon, Ohio
http://woodlandstewards.osu.edu/

Greetings from the Ohio Division of Forestry
These associations of
woodland owners have
bylaws, modest dues,
monthly newsletters,
local interest business
meetings, and featured
speakers on a variety
of topics such as tree
farming, wildlife,
taxes, estate legacy
planning, Current
Agriculture Use
Value, and oil and
gas leasing.

Outgoing Ohio Tree Farm Committee
Chair Janet Sweigart (left) with her clock
presented by new Co-Chair Teresa Sipos
during the Tree Farm Luncheon at the
OFA Annual Meeting held March 24
in Columbus.

Several groups have
fundraisers and
auctions to sponsor
students to the Ohio
Forestry and Wildlife
Conservation Camp,
helping to launch an
interest in a forestry vocation or wildlife career. Two groups have
chainsaw safety classes, which every tree farmer or landowner who
uses a chainsaw should attend. There is one regional woodland
association with an awards ceremony to honor an extraordinary
member or outstanding woodland owner. Another association has
a pot-luck dinner before meetings, and another has two twilight
summer tours with a meal before the event. It is a chance to
casually dine together and share an interest in sustainable forest
management. We have greatly enjoyed meeting many wonderful
people at these events over the years.
If this does not whet your appetite for knowledge to help you with
your woodlot or tree farm, see other upcoming events through
the spring and summer such as A Day in the Woods: 2nd Friday
Series being offered May through November at the Vinton
Furnace State Experimental Forest. For more information, visit
http://seohiowordpress.com, or contact Dave Apsley by email at
apsley.1@osu.edu or by phone at (740) 710-3009.
We hope to see you at some of these meetings or events to learn
more about the many resources available to you as a woodland
owner. Don’t forget the 2012 National Tree Farmers Convention
June 14-16, 2012 in Jacksonville, Florida. Learn more at
http://www.treefarmsystem.org/tree-farmer-conventions.
See you there!
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Quite a bit of forestry-related activity has been happening in Ohio over the
past few months. Following are a few updates.
Hemlock Woolly Adelgid
In January, the Ohio
Department of
Agriculture (ODA) and
the Ohio Department
of Natural Resources
(ODNR) Division of
Forestry announced the
discovery of a hemlockkilling pest in southeast
Ohio. Hemlock woolly
adelgid (HWA) is a
small, aphid-like insect native to Asia that threatens the health and
sustainability of eastern hemlock and Carolina hemlock in the eastern
United States. This was the first time HWA had been detected in a
naturally occurring stand of hemlock in Ohio. The relatively small
infestation was discovered at Shade River State Forest in Meigs County
as part of the division’s ongoing forest health survey program. Eight
trees out of approximately 500 hemlock trees surveyed were infested.
HWA is primarily transmitted by wind and birds. Officials believe the
finding in Ohio is the result of natural spread from nearby areas in West
Virginia where the pest is established.
The potential impact of HWA on naturally occurring hemlock stands
found in areas of Ohio such as Hocking State Forest, MohicanMemorial State Forest, and numerous private lands would be
devastating, as this pest has the ability to destroy these graceful conifers.
With this in mind, state and federal officials determined and carried
out an appropriate course of eradication for this particular infestation
– dropping the infested trees and burning them. With the assistance
of ODA inspectors, our foresters will continue to closely monitor
hemlock in Shade River State Forest as well as other state forests and
private woodlands throughout Ohio.
Fire Season
We are nearing the end of this season’s state-wide outdoor burning
ban for unincorporated areas. March, April, and May (and October
and November) are Ohio’s high-risk wildfire months. Ohio law states
outdoor debris burning is prohibited in unincorporated areas from 6
a.m. to 6 p.m. during these months. Burning is limited in the spring
due to the abundance of dry fuel on the ground before small, grassy
fuels green up with moisture. Winds can rapidly turn a seemingly safe
fire into a damaging fire, causing hazardous conditions. On average,
Ohio has about 500 spring wildfires reported that burn approximately
3,000 acres of land.
Emerald Ash Borer
Recently, the United States Department of Agriculture Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) reviewed the emerald ash
Spring 2012

borer (EAB) regulatory program to ensure resources are focused on the
most effective strategies to mitigate the human-assisted spread of EAB.
As a result, contiguous quarantined areas that cross state borders will
now be treated as a single quarantined area. In other words, the new
policy will permit unrestricted movement of regulated articles within
this contiguous quarantined area. The conditions for movement of
regulated articles out of an EAB-quarantine area remain unchanged.
Please visit the following APHIS web link for more information and
to see an updated map of which areas of Ohio’s border are quarantined
contiguous with neighboring states and which are not:
http://content.govdelivery.com/bulletins/gd/USDAAPHIS306e2f?reqfrom=share#.T1TQvFoG2U0.email
Asian Longhorned Beetle:
In late February, a tornado touched down and affected an area near the
Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) infestation quarantine area in Clermont
County. An ODNR forester assisted ODA and the local community
with clean-up, carefully handling and monitoring debris to prevent
further spread of ALB.

The Ohio Woodland Journal is
now on-line!
Recent issues can be found on the Ohio Tree Farm
web page thanks to the Ohio Forestry Association.
Look for the magazine at:

http://www.ohioforest.org/page/OhioTreeFarmWJ/

Subscription Form

The Ohio Woodland Journal
You may subscribe to The Ohio Woodland Journal for $15.00 per year.
Four issues per year are printed: February, May, August, November

Send a check for $15.00 made out to:
The Ohio Woodland Journal
c/o Ohio Forestry Association
1100-H Brandywine Boulevard
Zanesville, Ohio 43701
phone 888-388-7337

Name_______________________________________
Address______________________________________
____________________________________________
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What’s A Buz
z... How To Save A Bee Tree

Tree Farm Political Action
Walt Lange, Fulton County Tree Farmer

A

By Gregg Maxfield,
ODNR Division of Forestry

M

s a member of the American Forest Foundation (AFF) – National Public Affairs Committee
(NPAC), my goal is to make it easier for all Tree Farmers, family forest owners, and Ohio
Forestry Association members to become more engaged in AFF’s political action and advocacy
efforts. To join the American Tree Farm System Advocacy Network on the Internet, visit
www.treefarmsystem.org.

any Ohio woodlot owners have probably
seen a tree in their woods with bees
flying in and out of a hole in the tree’s
trunk. This is a sure indication that a colony of
honeybees has taken up residence inside the hollow
tree trunk to form a nest.

Following is a narrative by Cassie Ridenour
who took the giant advocacy step and went
to Washington DC as a Tree Farm lobbyist.

Tom and Betsy Webb knew that the shagbark hickory tree at the corner
of the small woods near their house in southern Hancock County had
a beehive in it. They had seen bees flying in and out of the hollowed
branch stub on the tree trunk all summer. On September 2, 2011, a
strong west wind blew the 14-inch diameter tree over. Tom and Betsy
have a strong interest in gardening and the outdoors, and knew the
importance of wild bees for pollination purposes. They decided to
give it a try and save the wild hive in the tree. The honey in the combs
would serve as the only food supply for the bees to get them through
winter, so it was important to get the section of the tree with the bee
hive in it back up vertical before the honey drained out.

*****
Tree Farmers Cassie and Otto Ridenour
went to the AFF sponsored Tree Farm FlyIn held March 13-14, 2012 in Washington
DC. On the first day they studied the
issues important to Tree Farmers, and on
the second day they met with Ohio’s US
Congressional officials Senator Rob Portman
and the legislative staffs of Senator Sherrod
Brown and Representatives Bob Gibbs,
Steven LaTourette, and Pat Tiberi.
Issues discussed included support of Tree
Farm wood in the Bio-based Markets
Program and the USDA Green Building
program, estate taxes and Keeping the Forest
in the Family, and the inclusion of forestry
programs in the federal Farm Bill.

Bees swarming at
entry hole to protect
the queen

Bees swarming at cut
hole to protect the
queen

Otto, who is 12, got to take three days off of school for the trip. But he learned a lot about government.
“Senator Portman fixed my tie!” he said. And he could not believe that we were the second group from
Gratiot, Ohio to visit Senator Brown’s office. Otto got to pin his hometown of Gratiot on the map of Ohio
in Senator Brown's office to highlight our visit.

Tom got his chainsaw and very carefully cut the section of the tree
above and below the entrance hole in the trunk. He cut the bottom of
the trunk square so the section could be placed back up in a vertical
position. Unfortunately the hive was longer than Tom estimated, and he
cut through the upper part of the nest, exposing part of the honeycomb.
It must have been a pretty docile nest as Tom said he was only stung
twice while cutting through that section.

If you are interested in going to Washington DC next year, contact ATFS policy staff at
advocacy@forestfoundation.org or contact Walt Lange at walter.lange@utoledo.edu.
The Ohio Woodland Journal

It seems that many tree farmers, in addition to having well-managed
woodlands, have special interests or hobbies in natural resource related
areas. Putnam County Tree Farmer Dwight Wilson has been working
with bees for nearly 40 years. He regularly has a booth for the Northwest
Ohio Beekeepers Association at forestry field days throughout Ohio.
Dwight is always willing to share his expertise. He offered to come over
with his equipment to help set the bee hive vertically. The next morning,
Dwight showed up with three bee suits, gloves, and a smoker. After
donning the bee suits, Dwight, Tom, and I approached the cut section
that contained the bee hive. The bees were very tightly clustered at the
entry hole and the log end that had been cut off, protecting their queen
so nothing could get in. It did not look like any of the honey combs had
broken, which
was good news.

Information on bees and beekeeping

“All of the offices were glad to meet with us,
and cared about what we had to say,” said
Cassie. “You hear so many negative things
about lobbying, but now I understand
that this is a way to get our voices heard. I
have been voting all of my life, but it never
occurred to me before to talk directly to my
representatives.”

Spring 2012

tree. That night, with gloves on his hands, his collar pulled up on his
coveralls and a ball cap on his head, Tom attempted to push the cut
section up onto the piece of plywood. It must have been a little too
much movement for the bees as they began swarming out of the hole in
the trunk. As the bees became active, Tom quickly dropped the section
and began running down the road swatting his head. Betsy and I, who
were watching from a safe distance thought, “Ooooh, this is not good.”
A few minutes later, Tom came back and reported he had been stung
“a few times” in the face, neck, and wrists, more like 20 plus times. I
told Tom that there was a nearby Tree Farmer who worked with bees a
lot and than I would give him a call to see if he had any ideas on how
to get the section stood back up.

It was important that the cut section not be in direct contact with the
ground, so Tom placed a piece of plywood on the ground next to the
6
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Dwight lit the
can be found at the Ohio State
smoker and
Beekeepers Association web site at:
lightly smoked
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/.
the entrance
hole and the
Dwight Wilson is president of
section of the
the Northwest Ohio Beekeepers
hive that was
exposed. With
Association. Their chapter site is:
the protective
http://nwoba.honeyrunapiaries.com/.
bee suits and
gloves on, the
three of us carefully pushed the cut section up onto the piece of plywood.
Dwight made it a point to orient the log so that the entry hole was
facing the same direction that it was as a standing tree.
Dwight lightly smoked the short section that had been cut off from
the top of the main stem, and carefully placed it to match up the cut
sections as closely as possible. As a final step, some 2x4s were used to
secure the now vertical section of hollow log to a nearby apple tree to
prevent it from falling over.
The bees were buzzing around after all of the maneuvering of their nest,
but seemed to be in good shape. Tom and Betsy are happy to report that

The Ohio Woodland Journal

7

y
e
l
Rip

y
t
n
u
o
C

Farms

A Missouri Inspected & Certified Nursery
Coldwell Timber Consulting, LLC.

Dwight, Gregg and Tom with bee PPE.
the bees overwintered well in the rescued stem, and they are anxiously
awaiting warmer weather to see how the hive made out. They were
very appreciative of Dwight Wilson’s expertise and use of the bee suits.
The Webb’s experience is a good reminder that whether you are cutting
down a tree or working with bees, it is important to have the proper
protective equipment for the job.
In addition to gardening and keeping an eye on the rescued bee tree,
Tom and Betsy Webb own a 30-acre woodland in Hancock County that
is enrolled in the Ohio Forest Tax Law program.

"We Represent the Interests of the Forest Landowner"

• Timber Sales
		
• Forest Management Plans
• Timber Appraisals
• Timber Stand Improvement

(330) 831-4374

P.O. Box614 • Doniphan, Missouri 63935 • (573) 996-3449        
ripleycountyfarms@windstream.net • www.ripleycountyfarms.com

R

ipley County Farms, LLC is a family-owned and
operated contract nursery. With over 40 years
experience in the horticultural industry, we produce
oak and other related hardwood seedlings for public
and private landowners, as well as various reforestation
and conservation programs.
We are an annually inspected, Missouri state certified
nursery. All of our seed sources are from reliable suppliers
located throughout the Midwest. The majority of our Nursery at Ripley County Farms in Doniphan, Missouri.
seeds are from the same groups of native trees each year,
allowing us to monitor our crops to the source. We can
offer provenance on all our seed relative to the USDA growing
cold but not severe during the winter. The ground seldom freezes
zone where our seedlings are to be planted. This practice promotes
for any long period of time, permitting us to harvest throughout
the successful establishment and vitality of a new planting. It
the early spring. This allows us to provide our customers with the
will also aid in meeting the seasonal requirements for proper
freshest plant material available anywhere. Our facilities include
dormancy and timing of flowering/fruiting cycles along with
an in-ground drip irrigation system, walk-in cold storage, and a
other silvicultural factors often overlooked when establishing a
12,000 square foot packing house.
new viable reforestation plan.
We have good quantities of oak and other hardwoods available
Ripley County Farms is a 180-acre facility located in Doniphan,
for this coming planting season, including much sought-after
Missouri on the banks of the scenic Current River. As a growing
understory or wildlife habitat varieties. We also produce rooted
location, we are on the edge of zone 6. The weather is generally

jedcoldwell@yahoo.com
www.coldwelltimberconsulting.com
33320 Hull Road, Salineville, Ohio 43945

Gregg Maxfield is northern district forester for the ODNR Division of
Forestry out of Findlay.

Got acreage?
Earn extra $$$
• Let the pros lease hunting rights to your property
• Liability insurance included!
• Call for a FREE quote and landowner packet

Pin oak, bur oak, and swamp white oak seedlings.

Tom Webb with rescued wild bee tree.
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and unrooted cuttings of hybrid poplar and cottonwood clones,
as well as several of the more popular commercial wine grape
varieties as own-rooted cuttings. These are for sale on a firstcome-first-served basis.
As both a wholesale and contract nursery, we will be glad to grow
the varieties you need. This will allow you to make plans well in
advance of planting time with the secure knowledge that what

Preparing for shipping seedlings at the Ripley County Farms
packing house.

you need will not only be available, but available in the correct
quantities. We believe you will find our prices competitive and
look forward to serving you as a customer.
For further information, please visit our website at
www.ripleycountyfarms.com, or contact us by phone at
573-996-3449 or by email at ripleycountyfarms@windstream.net.

Spraying pesticides on a Ripley County Farms' seedling field. The
young trees are watered by drip irrigation.

Walnut Wonders
S

ometimes I imagine visiting the pine seedling that I planted as a
boy in Maryland, many years ago. When he was a four-year-old
boy, Joe Schimpf and his siblings walked behind their dad’s tractor and
dropped pungent walnuts into a plow furrow. Sixty years later, Joe
has only to walk a few hundred yards to visit the walnuts he planted
that are now trees 90 feet tall, phone-pole straight, and close to 20
inches in diameter.

Joe Schimpf farms a
peaceful area of Crawford
County that is an hour
drive from the nearest
interstate highway. He has
the patience to match the
quiet of his neighborhood.
In addition to corn and
beans, Joe raises “piggies”
from ages 2 ½ to 9 weeks
that are as cute as any
puppy dog. He manages
four woodlots totaling
sixty acres that range in
species from pin oak to
Crawford County’s Joe Schimpf with one of
walnut. Because he is so
his black walnut trees planted from seed.
successful at growing trees
and timber, Joe occasionally has to remind me that, “after all, I am
a farmer.”
Why did the walnuts
grow into such impressive
trees? Volunteer elms and
planted white pines provided
competition that trained the
walnuts to grow straight and
helped them self-prune their
lower branches. When the
elms died, the extra growing
space allowed the walnuts to
make better diameter growth.
I would also credit Crawford
County soils which, when
above water, grow trees as good
in quality as any in Ohio.

A Family Owned Integrated Sawmill Since 1945

Providing Ohio Landowners
With Professional Forest Management
For More Information Contact:
Natural Resource Manager Ryan Yoder
Procurement Forester Noah Mechling

Joe Schimpf has patiently
watched seeds grow into The largest black walnut in the
straight, tall trees. His story Schimpf farm woodlot.
sticks in my mind because I
have seen too many planted hardwoods that were pretzel-shaped
or dead-and-gone. When I visit Joe, I feel more patient and more
optimistic for the future.

(330) 893-3131
An Ohio Master Logging Company

Consulting forester Marty Michel and his family live in rural Ashland
County, where he is a successful grower of Christmas trees.
Spring 2012
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Photos courtesy of Joe Puperi
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Mr. Schimpf and the author spent a day in the woods in early March.
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Faster Growth – 30 year harvest cycle possible

Call for special pricing.
Genetically Superior
Walnut, White Oak
and Black Cherry
Grafts and Seedlings

P.O. Box 951, 51 Parrott Street
Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050
(740) 397-0573
Fax (740) 392-9498
E-mail: info@brennemanlumber.com

For excellent returns on your timber
investments plant genetically
superior hardwood timber trees.

Family owned and operated, Brenneman Lumber Company has been in
business for over 65 years. The company operates its main office and
concentration yard in Mt. Vernon, Ohio. Brenneman Lumber takes pride in
being a major buyer of green northern Appalachian Red Oak, White Oak,
Hard Maple, Soft Maple, Cherry, Ash, Poplar, Beech, and many other species
ranging in thickness from 4/4 to 16/4. Brenneman Lumber brokers in excess of
40 million board feet of green and kiln dried lumber annually and we are
continually looking to establish relationships with new suppliers.
Call Charlie Brenneman or Mark Bennett today for prices!

• Grafts and seedlings from original
patented black walnut trees
• Improved selections of wild black cherry
seedlings and grafts
• Grafted white oak for heavy/wet soil sites
To purchase or for a free full-color
informational brochure call toll-free:

888-749-0799
www.advancedtree.com

A

D V A N C E D

TREE TECHNOLOGY

12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774 • 260-749-0891

Support OWJ Advertisers . . . They Support the OWJ!

Grow •
Harvest • R epl enish

• O.F.A. Master Logging Company

T.J. Ellis Enterprises, Inc.

• Buyers of Standing Timber

1505 Neubrecht Rd.
Lima, OH 45801-3123

• Professional Forest
and Whitetail Management

T.J. Ellis President

Home: (419) 999-5026
Yards: Lima, Ohio
(419) 224-1969
Fax: (419) 224-7105
Fax: (419) 999-1902

contact:

David Hershberger
Timber Procurement

330.359.5721 ext. 5
Apple Creek, Ohio

Exporting Veneer Logs • Buyers of Standing Timber

“2002 O.F.A. Logger of the Year”
Spring 2012
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Focus on Forest Health
White Oak Decline, Not So Fine

Lane Gandee
A tree has two ways to “eat,” its leaves and its roots. Mess with
one or both of these and the tree is in some serious trouble.
With our trees, something is doing exactly that. Let’s start with
defoliating factors that these white oaks may have experienced.
There have been recent occurrences of a jumping oak gall
outbreak in 2009-10, late frost in April 2009, gypsy moth
currently on the loose, ice storm of 2005, tent caterpillars and
half wing geometer outbreak
in 2002, scarlet oak sawfly
outbreak 1997, and so on.
Not to mention record cold
temperatures reaching -17º F
in 2004, droughts in 1999 and
2002, and unreported localized
events of which we are simply
Oak decline is a general label
unaware. All of these things hold
given to a condition in which
potential to seriously weaken
a complex of factors, working
white oak trees, and some are
together, causes mortality in oak
even white oak specialists. For
trees. It can happen to red, black,
the sake of this article, let’s just
pin, chestnut, and scarlet oaks,
assume our bad guy is indeed
but this particular event seems
one of the causes listed above
to be occurring on just white oak
and our beautiful white oaks
(Quercus alba). Historically, other
have thus become weakened.
species of trees including white
Will they now just slowly die
pine, maples, birch, and American
and fade gently into the night?
beech have encountered similar
Well, if left alone to build back
Figure 1. Sites reported showing white oak decline.
problems. Symptoms of this
up their resources, no. They
Dark counties are newly reported 2011 sites. The
complex include crown dieback,
would likely recover. But in
lighter gray is from 2009-2010. Map by ODNR.
epicormic branching, small leaf
nature, when an organism is
development, premature autumn
weak, there is always something
color, and finally death (Figure 2). Why only white oaks are being
around to exploit that weakness, and our treasured white oaks
affected this go around is a mystery that the ODNR Division of
are no exception.
Forestry is currently trying to solve, along with help from pathologists
with the US Forest Service, University of Maryland, and Ohio State
Enter stage left: two villains that have been lurking in the wings
University. We have rounded up and examined some suspects, but
waiting for their chance to make an appearance. Armillaria mellea,
a smoking gun still eludes us. Still, there is no perfect crime, so it
or armillaria root rot as it is commonly known, is a naturally
helps to look at biological and environmental factors affecting white
occurring fungus that usually lives on stumps and roots of dead
oak and see if we can narrow it down.
trees. However, when it encounters the roots of weakened trees,
it can attack them and eventually girdle the buttress root and
Healthy trees in the forest have developed resistance to attackers and
root collar. This further weakens the trees and allows our second
can ward off most pests with little consequence. But, when foreign
villain, the two lined chestnut borer (Agrilis bilineatus) to attack
invaders attack, trees have no defense and thus become quickly
without mercy. This borer operates much like the emerald ash
decimated. This, however, is not the case here. These trees, weakened
borer, with its larvae feeding in meandering galleries in the inner
by some environmental factor, have become vulnerable to attack from
bark and outer heart wood. These galleries overlap and eventually
local bullies. So what we need to find is this weakening factor, or, as
cut off the food and water supply to the tree. The combination
mentioned above, the proverbial smoking gun. But here is where the
of both the fungus and the borer brings about rapid decline and
plot thickens because there may be more than one perpetrator. In
death. Secondary consumers such as decay fungi and flat headed
fact, this mystery has more suspects than a late night game of Clue.
apple borers may then show up and feed on the now dead wood

I

n recent years, landowners in south-central Ohio have been
noticing and reporting something alarming--white oak trees
on their properties are dying and apparently are doing so rapidly.
Service foresters and forest workers are reporting the same news
coming out of southern state forests and even along the westcentral section of the state (Figure 1). What could this menace
plaguing our beloved white oaks be? Is there a new white oak borer
that will demolish the species
just like the emerald ash borer is
doing to our ash trees? Relax, the
answer is no. This is a syndrome
called “White Oak Decline” and
has happened in oak species before,
and will likely happen again.
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and start to break the tree down. This may be why some
standing and apparently live trees seem to be partially
decayed with fungi visible on their trunks.
Let me be perfectly clear here: these are generalities, and
each instance needs to be evaluated on a per site basis.
There are agents such as oak wilt which are caused by
the fungus Ceratocystis fagacearum, and another called
Phytophthora cinnamomi which will kill oak trees. These
pests, however, don’t limit themselves to just white oaks
and would presumably be present in other oak species in
a stand. Field investigations have not shown any other
oak species affected besides white oak, and soil and root
samples have not revealed the presence of these pathogens.
So, why are just white oaks affected? Well, that is the
mystery the Ohio Division of Forestry and US Forest
Service are currently working on. Again, it seems to be a
complexity of various factors contributing to the decline
and will warrant further investigation. Stay tuned…
Lane Gandee served as interim forest health forester for the
ODNR Division of Forestry in 2011.

Figure 2. White oak tree showing typical “white oak decline”
symptoms. Photo courtesy of Alan Iskra, USDA Forest Service.
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Our Club's
Story:

The Benefits
of Forestry Management

by Josh S. Benson,
YK Rod Club Member

he YK Rod Club recently completed selective harvesting of 377 merchantable trees on our 120-acre property
as part of a state forestry management program. Our organization is a nonprofit hunting, fishing, and
family oriented club located in Guernsey County. We have 25 members, and among them seven trustees
and one secretary/treasurer are elected annually to manage the club. We did not rush to harvest any trees. On
the contrary, it was only after considerable research and years of discussion that convinced us of the many benefits
of a forestry program.

offered many sound and persuasive management suggestions. We
came to understand that our oaks, hickories, and other trees are a
crop and a renewable resource, which would generate revenue for
our club. Furthermore, we learned that this program would help
improve the health of our woods and keep more wildlife on our
property. After positive discussion, the club’s officers approved a
motion to enter into this state program.

Our club was founded in 1958 by tradesmen from greater Akron.
Our members today continue our founders’ vision for the club as
a place to hunt, fish, and camp with family and guests. In the first
year, our charter members established articles of incorporation
and club bylaws. Next, they elected a board of trustees. Then,
they purchased the old farm property, and it included a barn,
dilapidated house, and some woods.

In the winter of 2011, we connected with Randy and Koral
Clum, private certified consulting foresters. They have a wealth of
knowledge about forestry, are pleasant to work with, and receive
our highest recommendation. We probably would have never
completed any harvesting without the assistance of a consultant.
Reputable consultants like the Clums recommend the trees to be
harvested, mark those trees to be cut, conduct the bidding process
among loggers, and manage the contracts and paperwork. Most
importantly, they supervise the cutting from start to finish so that
it meets the contract, our requests, and specifications from the
state management plan. Their consultant fee was ten percent of
the revenue, well worth the investment to complete this phase
of the program.

In the next five years, our founding members paid off the mortgage
and worked to transform the property into a pleasurable hunting,
fishing, and camping facility. On their assigned lot, members built
a cottage or brought in a mobile home. The members camped at
the club often and organized many work parties. Utilizing their
trade skills, they removed the old house, graded and graveled four
roads, acquired electricity and running water, planted thousands
of trees, and constructed a dam, lake, and pavilion.
We have several missions in our chartering document. Some
of our purposes are to educate members about the outdoors,
promote fishing and hunting, build relationships with farmers
and sportsmen, promote conservation, and to enter into contracts
and agreements that assist the club in meeting our missions. For
a fledgling club on a shoestring budget, this was ambitious. In
fact, our earliest members referred to it as a “Poor Man’s” club.
The major source of revenue at the time was the $25 annual dues
plus the $200 entrance fee for new members. On one hand, the
modest dues made it an appealing investment for most families.
On the other, it left our treasury with limited funds to cover the
maintenance costs and other endeavors. As a result, the founding

members put in a lot of sweat equity to build what we have today.
Since our early years, members explored ways to generate revenue
for the club. Occasionally, they conducted fundraisers. By the
1980s, the club started to consider gas exploration and forestry
programs. The club was divided over a timber harvest project
at that time. Some members were allured by the money, but
a majority of the members were concerned that clear cutting
practices would have devastated the natural beauty of our property.
In 2008, our club learned about a current state forestry
management program. This program had more potential because
it involved selective timber harvesting. In the next year, our
trustees researched this program and kept our members informed
of its benefits such as the revenue from timber harvesting plus a
50 percent reduction in our property taxes under the incentive
provided through the Ohio Forest Tax Law. Our officers also
informed our members about requirements such as marking our
property lines, protecting our property from livestock and fires,
and attending eight hours of forestry management training. Also,
a few of our trustees attended a workshop in which they were
permitted to inspect a local property that had completed a similar
forestry project. They were impressed with the select cut process,
the minimal damage done to standing trees, and the grading and
seeding for new herbaceous growth on the paths used by skidders.
In 2010, our trustees presented a report to our membership
that was produced by Jeremy Scherf, a forester with the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry. Mr. Scherf

Ohio Forest Tax Law (OFTL)
OFTL is administered by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry. In exchange for the tax
reduction conferred by Ohio’s forest property tax laws, landowners agree to manage their forest land for the
commercial production of timber and other forest products, and to abide by pertinent rules and regulations.
If you would like to find out more about OFTL, contact your local service forester. A directory of service foresters can be
found on the Division’s website www.ohiodnr.gov/forestry. Or, you may contact Ohio Forest Tax Law Coordinator Mark
Wilthew at 440-632-5299 (or by email at mark.wilthew@dnr.state.oh.us).
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In the spring of 2011, Mr. Clum surveyed our property and
marked 377 trees. The bidding process
was next and lasted about a month. By late
August, we reviewed the bids from seven
companies and then signed a contract with
Yoder Lumber Company of Millersburg.
The Yoder Lumber Company supplied one
cutter and one skidder/bulldozer operator.
They began cutting in late September.
Unfortunately, heavy rains delayed the
cutting phase, but the crew finished in
early November. Our club was impressed
with the abilities of this crew. They worked
efficiently and damaged very few standing
trees during the cutting and removal
process. Most of all, they were flexible and
agreeable to meeting many of our requests,
such as extra gravel on the log loading deck.

considered the advantages and disadvantages. Yes, the cutting
phase disrupted the woods for our small game and deer hunters
in the early fall. Also, many of the skidder and bulldozer trails
are currently saturated and will not be seeded until the ground
dries out. These problems are only temporary.
The advantages, however, are enduring. Rather than let our aging
trees die and fall over, harvesting the biologically and financially
mature trees generated revenue for our club. It will also produce
better growth for the younger trees, which will help to renew
our resource. In fact, we are hopeful to conduct another cutting
phase within 15 years. There are habitat benefits, too. Increased
sunlight will create new growth, and along with remaining brush
and branches from the tops of the trees, the wildlife will have
nutrition and cover. As a result, we expect our property to hold
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for all seasons…

Our organization is confident that we
made the right decision. First, our club’s
mission endorses this kind of conservation
program. In addition, our officers were
diligent in the investigation process and
Spring 2012
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more game in the years ahead. In addition, we
have more accessible trails. Together this will
benefit our members who hunt, hike, or work
on maintenance projects.
From our perspective, this kind of program
is good stewardship for our organization,
property, and habitat. We plan to invest the
revenue in improvements and programs for
our club. We recommend to groups and
individuals that are considering such a project
to contact a certified forester first in order to
design a forestry management plan. Our club
will also be happy to meet with anyone to share
more about our experience.

Spring 2012

Author Josh Benson with a prize buck harvested on the YK Rod Club
property in 2011. Josh and his daughter Carley (cover photo) have been
members of this family club for 7 years.
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On a New

percent. When homes are located within forests, management of
leaf litter and brush along the edge between woods and lawns is
an effective way to keep these ticks out of the yard.

Disease Threat

Dr. Richard E. Gary
State Public Health Entomologist, Ohio Department of Health,
Bureau of Infectious Diseases

ost of us who spend time outdoors in Ohio are familiar with
M
the American dog tick, Dermacentor variabilis. It is our most
common tick and is known to cause about 16 cases of Rocky

Mountain spotted fever in Ohio each year. However, there is
a relative newcomer to the Ohio tick scene that you should become familiar with. It is the blacklegged tick, Ixodes scapularis,
also known as the “deer tick” (Figure 1), and it has been recently
showing up in the eastern and southern counties of Ohio. Within
just a couple of years, this tick has rapidly spread and increased
in numbers to the point that we believe it is now established in
up to 26 counties (Figure 2). This is particularly concerning
because, in states where it is common, the blacklegged tick is
responsible for thousands of cases of Lyme disease and other tick
borne diseases each year.
To put this news into perspective, the Ohio Department of
Health’s Zoonotic Disease Program has been tracking this tick
since the late 1980s. Over the 20 year period from 1989 thru
2008, only 35 blacklegged ticks were found in Ohio. During that
time, it is likely that individual blacklegged ticks were being carried into the state on migrating birds and travelers and their pets,
but populations were not established. In 2009, more blacklegged
ticks than usual were found, and by 2010, that number had
jumped to 125 ticks. But the real surprise came in 2011, when

Figure 2. Ixodes scapularis ticks have been collected from 52
Ohio counties (light and dark green shaded) and is believed to
now be established* in 26 Ohio counties (dark green shaded).
(Source: ODH Bureau of Infectious Diseases)
•Criteria based on at least six ticks or two life stages identified.

over 2000 blacklegged ticks were recorded from Ohio. Foresters
and hunters were among the first to encounter and report these
ticks to us. They recognized that this was a different tick because
it was smaller, darker, and active in the fall and winter, when our
other ticks are dormant. Tick complaints to health departments
rose sharply this past fall and a common complaint came from
hunters who, for the first time in many years of hunting the same
areas, picked up a dozen or more blacklegged ticks just walking
to their deer stands.
This article is meant to address some questions about this tick,
but should not cause undo concern or panic. As I mentioned, the
blacklegged tick is common in many parts of the country where
people are still able to work in and enjoy the outdoors. But, there
are a few differences between this tick and the ones we are used
to in Ohio. Understanding these differences and taking simple
precautions are keys to enjoying the outdoors while preventing
the diseases these ticks may carry.

Figure 1. Pictured at the top is a female American
Dog tick, Dermacentor variabilis. Below, from left
to right is a male, female and nymphal blacklegged
tick, lxodes scapularis. (Photo courtesy of Dr. Glen
Needham, Ohio State University)
Spring 2012

Biology of Blacklegged Ticks in Ohio
Unlike our other common tick species, which are often found in
overgrown lots and along weedy roadsides and trails, the blacklegged tick is restricted primarily to shaded areas within deciduous forests, especially areas with leaf litter on the ground. The
leaf litter provides protection from the elements, and when this
layer is removed, tick populations may be reduced by 70 to 100
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Figure 3. Unlike other ticks, Ixodes scapularis are active
throughout the year in Ohio. The adults are active in spring, fall,
and winter. The nymphs are active in the spring and summer
and the larvae are active late summer. (source: ODH, Bureau of
Infectious Diseases)

Blacklegged ticks have a somewhat complicated 2-year life cycle,
but the important thing to know is that one stage or another is
active during all but the coldest months in Ohio (Figure 3).
The adults are most active in fall and winter, much later than our
other tick species, and they are most often picked up by forestry
workers, hunters, and outdoor enthusiasts in deciduous forests.
They prefer to feed on larger deer or human sized animals, and the
females will attach and feed over several days. Adult blacklegged
ticks can transmit Lyme disease and other diseases, but they are
slow feeders and are often detected and removed before disease
transmission occurs, usually 12 to 24 hours after feeding begins.
A mated and fully fed female will lay hundreds of eggs in the
spring, and then she will die.
Later in the summer, the tiny larval ticks
will hatch from the eggs and wait for a
potential host to feed on. Larval ticks
are not infected with Lyme disease, but
may become infected if they feed on
an infected white-footed mouse, the
primary reservoir host for Lyme disease.
Once the larvae have fed, they will lie
dormant until the following spring,
when they will molt and emerge as
slightly larger, but still small nymphs.

became infected in the larval stage last summer, it will pass on the
infection to the new host. Assuming that host is another whitefooted mouse, the natural disease cycle is complete. However,
nymphal blacklegged ticks are not picky and will readily feed
on any animal that passes by, including humans. It is this stage
which is responsible for most Lyme disease cases each year. The
problem is that nymphs are so small, they often evade detection
and remain attached long enough to feed and transmit disease.
Also, they feed and engorge much faster than the adults, so disease
transmission can occur in a shorter amount of time. Once the
nymphs have fed in mid to late spring, they drop off the host and
lie dormant until fall when they emerge as adults, and the tick’s
life cycle repeats.
What diseases can blacklegged ticks transmit?
Blacklegged ticks are known to transmit two bacterial diseases,
Lyme disease and anaplasmosis, as well as a protozoalparasitic
disease, babesiosis. It is possible in areas of the country where
these diseases are common to find ticks co-infected with more
than one of these agents. With more than 20,000 cases reported
each year, Lyme disease is by far the most common tick-borne
disease in the United States. Most cases are reported in the
northeast US and upper Midwest. Ohio is located between these
two regions and has fortunately had a relatively low incidence
of Lyme disease (53 cases in 2011) compared to states in these
regions, and anaplasmosis (6 cases in 2011) is even less common.
This is likely because blacklegged ticks have been rare or absent
in Ohio. As encounters with these ticks will surely increase, we
may also see an increase in these diseases.
The first sign of a Lyme disease infection, seen in 60 to 80 percent
of cases, is the characteristic “bull’s-eye” rash called erythema
migrans. The rash develops at the site of tick attachment and
usually appears 7 to 14 days after a tick bite. This rash grows in
size as it expands outward from the bite site. Other symptoms
for Lyme may be similar to other tick-borne disease, including
anaplasmosis. Common symptoms include flu-like illness, such
as fever, swollen glands, headache, and joint pain. If you develop
these flu-like symptoms and/or a rash
within a few weeks after a tick bite,
contact your doctor about your tick
exposure.

Once the nymphal blacklegged tick
emerges in the spring, it will wait in the
leaf litter for a passing host. If the tick Figure 4. Dogs' ears are likely places to find ticks.
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How do I prevent these diseases?
Avoiding exposure to ticks is the best
way to prevent tick-borne diseases.
Blacklegged ticks prefer forested brushy
areas with leaf litter, so be vigilant. When
hiking, stay in the middle of the trail.
Keep yards well-mowed, brush trimmed,
and leaf litter away from the home or
outdoor play areas. When going into
areas where ticks may be present:
•
Tuck your pants into your
21

•
•
•
•
•

socks to keep the ticks away from your skin
Wear light-colored clothing. This will make it easier to find
crawling ticks
Use repellents, such as 20 percent DEET, and follow label
instructions carefully
Check for ticks frequently, especially on children
Shower within two hours of coming indoors to prevent ticks
from attaching
Remove any attached ticks promptly and carefully

Dogs can also develop tick-borne diseases, and can bring ticks
home with them. When possible, dogs should be kept or walked
in well-mowed areas away from tick habitat. Inspect dogs for ticks
every day (Figure 4), and if any are found, remove them promptly
and carefully. There are many good tick control products for dogs.
Talk to your veterinarian about recommendations and always
follow product instructions, as some products might be toxic if
used incorrectly. If your pet becomes ill, have your pet examined
by a veterinarian and tell them about any recent tick exposure.

Additional sources of information on tick-borne diseases
can be found at:
Ticks in Ohio, Ohio Department of Natural Resources
http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/wildlife/tabid/23053/Default.aspx
Tick-borne Diseases, Ohio Department of Health
http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhPrograms/dis/zoonoses/vbdp/vbtick.aspx
Tick-borne Diseases in the U.S., Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention
http://www.cdc.gov/ticks/diseases/

Connecting Kids to Nature
Try this activity in a forest—a natural place to learn!
For over 35 years, Project Learning Tree® has used the forest as a “window” to help young people
gain an awareness of the world around them and their place within it. Blending a walk in the
forest with a fun and engaging PLT activity creates a powerful learning experience for children
of all ages. Here’s one idea in a series from PLT that introduces the concept of systems.

Activity 45: Web of Life

In this activity, children will learn about food webs, discovering the many ways that
plants and animals of a forest ecosystem are connected.
Doing the Activity
A forest is a complex living system. While its appearance is often dominated by trees,
a healthy forest is composed of many different animals and plants that interact with
and depend on each other.
Example Forest Food Web
A food chain is a simplified way of showing
energy relationships between plants and animals
in an ecosystem. For example, a food chain
of sun > plant seed > mouse > owl shows that
a plant seed that grows from the sun’s energy
is eaten by a mouse, which in turn is eaten
by an owl. However, in reality it is rare for an
animal to eat only one type of food. A food web
represents the interaction of many food chains in
an ecosystem.

MORE INFORMATION
For more information on ticks and tick-borne diseases or to have
a tick identified, contact your local health department. For a list
of health departments, visit http://www.odh.ohio.gov and click
on Local Health Departments.
Dr. Gary began working as an entomologist for ODH in 1999, while
finishing his doctoral degree in Medical Entomology at Ohio State
University. He lives with his wife and son in Dublin, Ohio.

Invite children to think about the food web of a
nearby wooded area. Ask:
1. What plants and animals might you find in a
healthy forest ecosystem?
(Be sure to include mammals, insects, birds,
reptiles, trees, and other plants).
2. What might happen to the forest ecosystem
if we remove an item from this list?
3. What might happen if humans are introduced
to this ecosystem?
Have children visually depict a food web by drawing a woodland scene (hills, valleys,
streams, trees, etc.) on sheets of cardboard or poster paper. Add photos or drawings of
the organisms they came up with in Question 1. Place a push pin next to each plant or
animal, and use yarn to connect the organisms to others with which they interact.
The diagram shows examples of organisms that depend on each other for food. Starting
with the sun, can you connect the organisms into five different food chains to form a food
web? One food chain has been completed for you. Hint: there are multiple combinations!
When you have connected all the organisms you have created the food web!
Adapted from Activity 45: Web of Life from Project Learning Tree’s PreK-8 Environmental Education Activity Guide.

Discover how PLT can help you teach… from nature!
• Attend a workshop near you to receive PLT activity guides, ideas, and materials.
• Contact your Ohio PLT State Coordinator: Sue Wintering, plt@dnr.state.oh.us or 614-265-6657.
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Project Learning Tree® (PLT) is a
program of the American Forest
Foundation. In Ohio, PLT is sponsored
by the Department of Natural
Resources - Division of Forestry and
Project Learning Tree - Ohio.
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Leaﬁng Out

Scott Costello
Costello Forestry Consulting

Slippery Elm - Ulmus rubra

S

lippery elm, Ulmus rubra, was once a fairly common species
found throughout the woodlands of Ohio. Its native range
encompasses most of the eastern half of the United States except
for the southern gulf coast. Slippery elm is a member of the family
Ulmaceae (elm) which includes American elm, rock elm, and
hackberry. Slippery elm is also known by the common name red
elm, especially when referring to the logs and lumber produced
from the tree.
Slippery elm is generally a medium to large-sized tree at maturity,
typically reaching heights of 60 to 80 feet and trunk diameters
of 24 to 36 inches. Larger specimens can be found on rich lower
slopes where heights of over 130 feet and 4 foot trunk diameters
are possible. The tree is fairly tolerant of shade and is often found
in the forest understory. Slippery elm can handle short-duration
flooding and may be common around the edges of floodplains.
It prefers moist, well-drained mature woodlands, but also can
thrive on woodland edges and abandoned fields, pastures, and
strip-mined lands. In Ohio, slippery elm is most often associated
with species such as sycamore, red maple, and ash on alluvial soils,
as well as mixed-oaks, sugar maple, and beech on rich upland sites.
The simple leaf of slippery elm is ovate with double-toothed
margins and a pointed tip. The leaves are generally 4-6 inches
long, shiny on top, and rough and slightly fuzzy on the underside.
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McArthur, OH
Wellston, OH

Cambridge, OH
Parkersburg, WV

The state champion slippery elm is located at the Ferncliff
Cemetery in Springfield, Ohio. It measures approximately 102
feet tall with a 39 inch diameter. The current national champion
is located in Daviess, Indiana and measures 124 feet tall and over
70 inches in diameter.
Sources:
Cooley, John H., and J. W.Van Sambeck. Slippery Elm. USDA
Forest Service – Silvics Manual - Volume 2, October 1994.
American Forests Register of Big Trees:
http://www.americanforests.org/.

Manufacturers and
Exporters of Fine Hardwood Lumber
and Logs

ODNR Division of Forestry – Ohio Big Trees:
http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/forestry/.
Photos courtesy of ODNR Division of Forestry.
The base of the leaf is inequilateral, meaning one side does not line
up with the other at the petiole. Leaves and twigs are arranged in
an alternate pattern and the twigs are slightly zigzagged with small
rusty-colored buds. The bark tends to be reddish-brown in color
with scaly ridges and less of the diamond-pattern than is common
on American elm. The flowers are light-green clusters that appear
in early spring prior to leaf emergence. The seeds mature in late
spring and are round and papery. They are disseminated by wind
and gravity.
The wood of slippery elm is hard and has a coarse interlocked
grain. The interlocked grain is what makes elm very difficult to
split. It also makes the lumber difficult for most woodworking
tasks such as planing, shaping, or turning. It does have good
properties for bending, and at one time was used extensively for
barrels, wagon wheels, and chair backs. The sapwood is light
in color but the heartwood is distinctly reddish brown, which
is why it is often called red elm. Because logs are produced in
small quantities, the wood often ends up being used for pallets
and blocking, but there are specialty markets for higher grade
logs such as paneling. Plain sawn boards normally have a very
attractive wild grain pattern that is desirable for some uses. Very
high quality logs are even sometimes valued for veneer.

The state champion slippery elm tree at
the Ferncliff Cemetery & Arboretum in
Springfield, Clark County, Ohio.

Slippery elm is more resistant to Dutch elm disease than American
elm but can still be killed by the disease, especially when stressed.
However, slippery elm is more susceptible to the mycoplasma
that causes elm yellows, or elm phloem necrosis, and widespread
mortality has been reported. As a result, large mature slippery
elms are fairly uncommon in Ohio.

Buyers of Standing Timber,
Sawlogs and Veneer

(740) 384-5677

Martin G. Michel,
Registered Consulting Forester
926 County Road 1754 • Ashland, Ohio 44805
419-289-3114 • Toll Free 1-877-266-2200

The inner bark of slippery elm has been used for a variety of
remedies due to its mucilaginous properties. It was traditionally
chewed to provide relief for sore throats or dry coughs. It is still
sometimes commercially marketed for this purpose along with
other supplements produced from the bark and twigs.
The Ohio Woodland Journal
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Ohio Forestry Association, Inc.
It's That Time Again... Ohio Forestry and Wildlife Conservation Camp!
T

he 2012 Ohio Forestry and Wildlife Conservation Camp will run from June
10 to June 15. The Ohio Forestry Association is now taking registrations from
high school students interested in a week of learning and fun.
An enduring history of forestry education
The Ohio Forestry and Wildlife Conservation Camp began in 1950 and since then,
nearly 10,000 Ohio high school students have attended. Many have gone on to
careers in forestry and wildlife management. Other campers are gaining a greater
understanding and appreciation of Ohio’s forestry heritage. To attend, students must
have finished 8th grade and be at least
15 years old.
The camp is held at the Future Farmers
of America’s Camp Muskingum in
Carroll County. Situated on Leesville
Lake, the camp is set amidst rolling
hills and mature trees. Camp staff
consists of a variety of volunteer and
professional natural resource experts.
Resource conservation through
hands-on learning
Friendship and learning start as soon as
campers arrive. Students are divided into small groups to make their camp
experience more personal while giving them a chance to get to know each other
better. Campers also benefit from a number of educational demonstrations and
various group activities like fishing, swimming, and boating.

in natural resources. At the end of the week,
the campers are quizzed and enjoy friendly
competition as they strive for perfect scores
and team awards.
Marne Titchenell, OSU Extension Wildlife
Program Specialist and Camp Coordinator,
believes the camp offers a wonderful
conservation education experience.
“Forestry isn’t just about doing a timber
harvest properly; it is about
managing the resource and
all aspects around those
trees,” said Titchenell. “I
think camp does a good
job of providing that
education to these kids
while making it fun and
helping them develop
lifelong friendships.”

by John Dorka,
Executive Director,
Ohio Forestry Association

Applications due June 2!
This year’s camp will run from June 10 to June 15.
Brochures and registration forms may be obtained online
at www.ohioforest.org. Space is limited. A $30 non-refundable
deposit is required with each reservation. A weekly rate of $325
includes all meals, lodging, and learning materials.
To learn about sponsoring students for the experience of a lifetime,
or to inquire about receiving a scholarship,
please call OFA at (888) 38-TREES.

Jeremy Scherf has been camp co-director for several years. Scherf, a service forester
with the ODNR Division of Forestry, promotes
camp as a way to help students understand that
trees are a renewable resource and that properly
managing them benefits the environment in
many ways.
“I think kids enjoy camp because they get
to be outside. We get them away from other
distractions in life, help them make new friends,
and have fun while learning about trees,” said
Scherf.
Camp counselors use a wide range of handson activities each day and bring in a variety
of instructors with different backgrounds so
students can see the diversity of careers available
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Ohio Forestry Association, Inc.
2012 OFA Annual Meeting a Success!

T

he 2012 OFA Annual Meeting took place on March 23-24 at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel in downtown Columbus, and turned out to
be a great success.

Drilling – What is the Impact on Ohio Forestry?” The presentations were
all outstanding and provided valuable information on forestry issues as shale
drilling progresses in Ohio.

Following the Board meeting on Friday, March 23, a large group of
approximately 90 attendees toured the OSU Thompson Library to view
the substantial renovation completed in the last several years.

The Tree Farm Awards Luncheon recognized the Deseret Tree Farm owned
by Wayne and Benita Lashbrook and their daughter and son-in-law Rita
and Brad Franchi as Ohio’s 2012 Tree Farm of the Year.

One of the key parts of the renovation was the use of white oak paneling
and solids for millwork and trim, all of which was originally harvested
from Zaleski State Forest, milled at Superior Hardwoods of Ohio, Inc.
and dried at the Industrial Timber and Lumber facility in McArthur,
veneer slicing and clipping at Universal Veneer, Inc. in Newark, and
final panel fabrication at Custom Plywood, Inc. in Indiana. It was a
magnificent display of a locally grown and processed hardwood product.

Following the Logger’s Supper, 2012 OFA Awardees were recognized
including:
• Logger of the Year – L.A. Horn Logging and Landclearing
• Director’s Award for Lifetime Achievement – Bob Glandon,
Glandon Lumber Co.
• Outstanding Individual in Industry – Chuck Beach, Weyerhaeuser
• Outstanding Individual in Public Service – Greg Guess, ODNR
Division of Forestry
• Outstanding Individuals in Conservation Education – Walt and
Donna Lange, Tree Farmers
• Outstanding Logging Activist – Bob Mulligan, ODNR Division of
Soil and Water Resources

That evening a group of more than 50 saw the Columbus Blue Jackets
convincingly win a hockey match with the Carolina Hurricanes in
Nationwide Arena.
On Saturday, March 24 a large group of attendees participated in a
series of presentations discussing the meeting theme: “Shale Formation

Use a Master Logger
and
Use the Best!

Join Now!
Enjoy the benefits of being a member of Ohio’s oldest
and largest forestry related group.
Ohio Forestry Association is dedicated to
strengthening and expanding the wood products
industry for the benefit of Ohio companies,

Ohio Master Logging Companies:

• Have voluntarily completed a company certification
program.
• Receive training in safe and efficient logging practices.
• Will provide liability insurance at Landowner’s request.
• Attend periodic advanced training and recertification
courses to maintain certification and remain up to
date on the most current practices and technologies of
the logging industry.

Adam Conway and father Emmett Conway, Jr. inspecting the uniform
white oak panels in the West Atrium of the OSU Thompson Library.
Adam wrote about the significant role of Ohio’s forest industry in the
library’s renovation in the Winter 2011 issue of The Ohio Woodland
Journal.

employees, customers, landowners and the
general public.

Ohio
For information on joining
the OFA or to find a Master Voluntary
Master Logging
Logger visit
Company
www.ohioforest.org Program

Logger of the Year – L.A. Horn Logging and Landclearing

Director’s Award for Lifetime Achievement – Bob Glandon,
Glandon Lumber Co.

The meeting can only take place with tremendous volunteer and financial
support from a number of sources. We wish to thank the following
companies for their generous sponsorship of the Annual Meeting:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ames-True Temper
Cantwell Machinery Co.
Glatfelter
Hummel Group, Inc.
Industrial Timber and
Lumber
Murphy Tractor and
Equipment Co.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Ohio Valley Veneer
Ray H. Miller Logging dba
McKay Hardwoods
S&J Lumber
Scioto Land
Superior Hardwoods of
Ohio, Inc.
Yoder Lumber Co., Inc.

Outstanding Individual in Public Service – Greg Guess, ODNR
Division of Forestry

OFA provides information and services
to members through:
• Networking Opportunities
• Financial Benefit Programs
• Educational Programs
• Trade Shows
• Legislative Representation
www.ohioforest.org
614-497-9580

Spring 2012

The meeting concluded with a motivational presentation by Joan Brock, who
succumbed to blindness as an adult. She is an author and the inspiration
for the Lifetime Station movie “More Than Meets the Eye.”

by John Dorka,
Executive Director,
Ohio Forestry Association
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Outstanding Logging Activist – Bob Mulligan, ODNR Division of Soil
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od’s blessings would probably be the answer given by Ron Ott, the 1996 Ohio and 1998
Regional Tree Farmer of the Year, when asked about the recent arrival of Mr. Grouse to
Ott’s Lost Forest in Harrison County. You see, Ron is a humble and gentle man who
seeks perfection in most of what he does, on and off the farm. This attention to detail
has obviously treated him well in his professional life running a successful painting
company, and in the results of so many years of timber stand improvement (TSI) on
his woodland acres. Even a casual observer would instantly recognize something very special
after just a few moments drive past the front gate to the farm.

Armed with shooting devices of the digital image persuasion, I
called Ron for an update one Sunday morning. He called back
and announced that Mr. Grouse was indeed at the farm house.
I jumped at the chance and off I raced for the 1.5 hour drive.
I was greeted on the porch by Mr. Grouse; almost on cue it
started to follow Ron around the front yard and through the
woods as we captured video and still photos.
The pleasures of the woodlands are many to me as a Tree
Farmer and photographer. But none may ever hold the special
place in my heart that is occupied by Mr. Grouse at Ott’s Lost
Forest.

Like many in the woodland community, I have known Ron for years, having met him
through the insistence of my ODNR service forester to attend the East Central
Ohio Forestry Association (ECOFA). My answer would be a simple one if asked
why Mr. Grouse showed up; this is rare, and I am not just talking about the
grouse, but in God’s hand bringing joy and happiness to a man whose life
long ambition has been to treat his woodlands with respect.
Let’s get back to the story of Mr. Grouse. The fall bow season for
white tail deer is in high gear. As usual, Ron is spending a lot of
time at the farm, culling trees, and sitting in trees. A frequent
hunter friend, Nick, was the first to alert Ron about the
curious bird. Ron’s next trip up into that same tree stand
was his first sighting of the precocious Bonasa umbellus
(ruffed grouse). It strutted and displayed for almost
an hour. Eventually Mr. Grouse would follow Ron
through the woods and showed up at various
stands spread out over many hundreds of
yards. It would walk around the tree stand
railing, pecking at Ron’s hand and hat,
even sitting on the scope of his shotgun!
Since then Mr. Grouse has become a
bit of a celebrity at the farm house.
It even shows up occasionally to
look in the windows, frequently
seen and photographed by
friends and family alike. My
interest in this subject had
grown with each story on
the proverbial grape vine
until I could take no more.
I had to witness this bucket
list event with my own eyes.

Tree Farmer Ron Ott with his new friend Mr. Grouse.

Mr. Grouse at
Ott’s Lost Forest
Spring 2012
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Author Scott Galloway and family
were recognized as the
2004 Ohio Tree Farmers of the Year.
You can take a virtual tour of their
Burntridge Tree Farm at
http://www.burntridgetreefarm.com.

by Scott Galloway,
Carroll County Tree Farmer
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"It's a Tough World Out There!"
Since 1948, the members of the Association of Consulting Foresters of America (ACF) have worked with
respect and cooperation with woodland owners to keep their land healthy, while also providing for wildlife,
recreation, and the growth and harvesting of quality trees.
Members of the ACF are located throughout Ohio and can assist you with the care of and management of
your woodland. Visit the ACF website at, www.acf-foresters.org or call 888-540-tree.
Joel Berry, ACF 330-567-3902
James Chattin, ACF 740-357-7506
Lynne Ebel, ACF 910-391-8739
Paul Helser, ACF 740-501-3469
William Sistrunk, ACF 740-401-0866
Stanley Swierz, ACF 614-262-1501
Scott Costello, CM 937-284-2544

Richard Cappell, ACF 937-408-5715
Koral & Randy Clum, ACF 330-364-2386
Peter Gayer, ACF 740-779-3917
Walter Saaranen, ACF 937-393-4032
James Stafford, ACF 740-453-4400
Jed Coldwell, ACF 330-223-2364
Gary Vollrath, ACF 740-286-4884

Regional Forestry Associations in Ohio
Opportunities:
Interesting Forestry Programs • Knowledgeable Speakers
Monthly Newsletters • Training Sessions • Field Days

F&W

East Central Ohio Forestry Association
Jeremy Scherf
ODNR Division of Forestry
2050 East Wheeling Ave.
Cambridge, Ohio 43725-2159
(740) 439-9079
jeremy.scherf@dnr.state.oh.us

Forestry Services, Inc.
Providing forest management, consulting, timber
sales, and real estate services to Ohio landowners.

Killbuck Valley Woodland Interest Group
Bob Romig
3511 Clearview Pl.
Wooster, Ohio 44691
(330) 345-5077

Peter Gayer, RF

84 E. 2nd St.
Chillicothe, OH 45601
(740) 779-3917 • pgayer@fwforestry.com

Muskingum River Woodland Interest Group
Bob Daniels
2350 Asbury Chapel Road
Zanesville, Ohio 43701
(740) 787-1854

Offices in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi,
New York, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Virginia
International Offices in Brazil and Uruguay

Northeastern Ohio Forestry Association
James Elze
2145 Merle Road
Salem, Ohio 44460
(330) 337-8974

Southern Ohio Forestland Association
P.J. Gordy
3813 Potts Hill Road
Bainbridge, Ohio 45612
(740) 634-2470

Northwest Ohio Woodland Association
Cynthia Hendrickson
ODNR Division of Forestry
952 B Lima Ave.
Findlay, Ohio 45840
(419) 424-5004
cynthia.hendrickson@dnr.state.oh.us

Southwest Ohio Woodland Owners Association
Pat Migliozzi
ODNR Division of Forestry
777 Columbus Avenue 5-A
Lebanon, Ohio 45036
(513) 932-6836
pat.migliozzi@dnr.state.oh.us

Southeast Ohio Woodland Interest Group
Steven Rist
ODNR Division of Forestry
360 E. State St.
Athens, Ohio 45701
(740) 589-9909
stephen.rist@dnr.state.oh.us

www.FWFORESTRY.com
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OWJ Sponsors Needed

Be A Proud Sponsor of OWJ!

The editorial board of The Ohio Woodland Journal is looking for businesses or individuals who are willing to sponsor
annual subscriptions of the Journal for all of their county public and private high schools’ libraries. Partial sponsorships
are certainly welcomed from those who reside in urban counties with numerous school districts.
Individual subscription rates are $15.00 per year for four issues. Each high school principal would receive a letter prior
to their first issue of The Ohio Woodland Journal announcing that you or your business is generously supporting the
county’s schools by supplying four free issues to their library. You will also be listed in the Journal as a sponsor.
If you would like to assist in placing the Journal in your county schools or need additional information, please contact:
Denise Brosie, OFA, 1100-H Brandywine Blvd., Zanesville, Ohio 43701 • 888-388-7337 • denise@ohioforest.org

We wish to thank the following businesses, organizations,
and individuals who are OWJ sponsors for the following counties
Hamman Noble Boyce Farms, LLC.................................... Ashland

Lucas County SWCD.............................................................Lucas

Edwin Aderer........................................................................ Athens

David & Pamela Schatz...........................................................Meigs

Anita James........................................................................... Athens

Doyle Melick...........................................................................Meigs

Meadowview Farm................................................................ Athens

Miami County SWCD..........................................................Miami

Belmont County SWCD.....................................................Belmont

Mike & Vickie Kilroy....................................................Montgomery

Lynn & Tim Wilson.............................................................. Brown

Annette Chavez & Greg Davis......................................Montgomery

John Sommer..................................................... Carroll & Harrison

William Houk..................................................................... Morrow

Kenneth & Susan Case...................................................... Clermont

Muskingum County SWCD......................................... Muskingum

Defiance County SWCD................................................... Defiance

Sandusky County SWCD..................... Ottawa, Sandusky & Seneca

Dave Orndorf......................Delaware, Franklin, Marion & Morrow

Mike Besonen...........................................................................Pike

Dylan Herd.........................................................................Fairfield

Jack & Barbara Sedlak.......................................................... Portage

Deer Haven Ltd. Tree Farm...................................................Fayette

Schulte Logging.................................................................. Putnam

Gloria Woods Gerhold....................................................... Franklin

Dave Embree............................................................................. Ross

John Dorka....................................................... Franklin & Summit

Domtar Paper Co...................................................................... Ross

Fulton County SWCD.......................................................... Fulton

ECOFA.......................................................................... Tuscarawas

Gallia County SWCD............................................................Gallia

Vinton County SWCD.........................................................Vinton

Mark Hissa........................................................................... Geauga

Warren County SWCD........................................................ Warren

Greene County SWCD......................................................... Greene

Dr. & Mrs. James Mills..................................................Washington

Neal Hill Tree Farm........................................... Harrison & Summit

Wayne County SWCD......................................................... Wayne

Duckworth Farms............................................................. Highland

Lange Tree Farm.................................................................Williams

Mark Puhl...........................................................................Hocking

Dr. D. P. Smith.................................................................. Wyandot

   
          
          
          
   
         
       
         
      
         
               
       


Dennis & Jan Bishop.................... Hocking, Henry, Marion & Wood
4-J Farm............................................................................... Holmes
Jackson County SWCD....................................................... Jackson
Knox County SWCD.............................................................. Knox
Southern Ohio Forestland Assn.............................. Lawrence & Ross
Chris Hodgson..................................................................... Licking
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