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ALPHA NURSERIES
Species

Size

Type

Price per 1000

Spicebush

12-18"

Seedlings

$580.00

8-15"

Seedlings

$250.00

Silver Maple

18-24"

Seedlings

$590.00

Black Walnut

18-24"

Seedlings

$630.00

Silky Dogwood

12-18"

Seedlings

$430.00

River Birch

18-24"

Seedlings

$650.00

Swamp White Oak

12-18"

Seedlings

$560.00

White Pine

10-14"

Seedlings

$270.00

Norway Spruce

16-24"

Transplants

$785.00

American Arborvitae

Contact us today for complete seedling list!

3737 65th St. • Holland, MI 49423
269-857-7804 • Fax 269-857-8162 • Email: info@alphanurseries.com

www.alphanurseries.com
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Perspective
s we approach the Ides of March 2014, we are still in the
grip of Old Man Winter here at Snowy Oak Tree Farm.
More than 140 inches of snow, 108 days of snow cover
exceeding one inch, and 21 days of below 0 degrees F have
made for a tough start to the maple syrup season. The sap is finally
starting to ascend the trees.
Tree farmers are always describing the weather with associated
activities. Based upon this inherent quality of tree farmers to
categorize specific times of the year, I am writing about the “seasons”
we experience here at Snowy Oak Tree Farm.
The first season of the year is sugaring season. Preparing for
making maple syrup begins after Christmas. Ice, wind, snow, and
wildlife damage the tubing. This year we had over 80 holes in the
tubing from squirrels. Several days of chain sawing were needed to
remove tree tops brought down by a heavy October snowfall. Tapping
usually begins by mid-to-late February. The sugaring season may last
into April, or end in March if the warmth comes rapidly.
The next season is tree planting season. Tree planting season
and sugaring season may overlap. Sap gathering equipment
is replaced by dibble bars and the two-seated tree planter
on the tractor. Our current tree planting projects are to
replace the multi-stemmed red maples in reverting
agricultural fields with red and white oak mixed with
white pine and larch. Planting trees represents the
four sides of the tree farm sign by protecting the water,
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Paul Mechling, DVM
Ohio Tree Farm Committee, Chair

Thoughtsfrom the
providing wildlife habitat, providing future wood, and allowing
friends and family to recreate. Display your tree farm sign proudly.
Once the hard work of sugaring season and tree planting season
is over, it is time for the tree farmer to relax, enjoy spring and turkey
season. While you are out trying to invite a gobbler in for dinner, you
might also find some tasty morel mushrooms.
After turkey season is vacation season. June, July, and August is
time to visit and enjoy family and friends. This is the time to attend
the National Tree Farmer Convention and visit with tree farmers
from across the country.
August, September, and October provide a good opportunity
for timber stand improvement season. Sap flow has diminished,
allowing chemical treatments to work better on grapevines
and cull trees. TSI allows our prime crop tree species to
grow more rapidly, and this is a good time to cut up the
cull trees for fire wood. Watch for any invasive species
that may be spreading into your woodland. Being in the
woods at this time allows you to scout for the next season.

Woods

November and December is the prime
time for deer season. Most tree farmers need
to manage their deer herds to allow young
trees to grow. If we do not have red or white
oak seedlings in tree tubes, the deer will eat
them. Venison is a healthy food and deer
tenderloins are excellent table fare.
The year ends with the holiday season.
This is a good time to review your forest
management plan and plan next year’s tree
farm activities. Thanksgiving, Christmas,
and New Years are when tree farmer families and friends gather
together to share old times and make new memories. This is when
we give God thanks for the opportunity to work, live, and play in
His creation.
Recent Ohio Tree Farm activities included Tom Mills and Joe
Puperi attending the National Leadership Conference in Savannah,
Georgia. The Coldwells, our 2014 Ohio Tree Farmer winners,

highlighted their tree farm projects at the Tree Farm Luncheon at the
OFA Annual Meeting. The Coldwells will be hosting the Ohio Tree
Farm Tour on September 20. Save this date. Congratulations to Walt
and Donna Lange who received the special OFA Director’s Award
at the OFA meeting for their years of service to forestry in Ohio.
The Ohio Tree Farm Committee will be sending a delegation
to the May 5-7 Legislative Fly-In Session
in Washington, D.C. to lobby Congress
on behalf of tree farmers and forestry.
Key issues will be the Farm Bill, estate
taxes, conservation easements, forest
road regulations, IRS tax code changes,
and climate change. Remember to attend
the National Tree Farmer Convention in
Pittsburgh on July 17-19.
Encourage woodland owners you know
to join the Ohio Tree Farm Program. Your
woodland is an investment just like your
retirement portfolio. Manage it!
As you develop a personal land ethic, may you practice what
Aldo Leopold so eloquently stated: “Your woodlot is, in fact,
an historical document which faithfully records your personal
philosophy. Let it tell a story of tolerance toward living things, and of
skill in the greatest of all arts; how to use the earth without making
it ugly.” u

www.ohiotreefarm.org
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Perspective

I

Robert Boyles, Chief
ODNR Division of Forestry

OHIO TREE FARM

Spring Greetings
to You All!

wanted to take this
opportunity to let you know
of the recent retirement of a
Division of Forestry forester who
imparted a wealth of wisdom and
influence upon my own career,
and with whom many of you are
familiar as well.
After college, and while
earning his rank of sergeant with
the U.S. Marine Corps, Tom
Berger started his career with the
Division of Forestry as a service
forester working out of the New
Philadelphia office. He was later
promoted to the area’s assistant
district forester position. Within
a few years, he was promoted as
the administrator of the State
Fire and Law Program and then
named administrator of the
Private Lands Program based out
of the Columbus central office, where he spent the bulk of his forestry
career. For the past several years, Tom has assisted the division by
promoting and coordinating partnerships with constituents, training

the division’s service forestry team,
and most recently serving as the
division’s liaison with the Natural
Resources Conservation Service.
When asked for a favorite
memory from his forestry career,
Tom said he was always reminded
of how grateful he was for his job
while walking with woodland
owners through their woods,
teaching them about forest
management, and more than
once hearing a landowner say with
mock envy: “And you get paid to
do this?”
Well Tom, we are grateful
for the work, the leadership,
the mentoring, and the wisdom
that you have imparted upon
this division, this department,
and each and every employee,
constituent organization, and
landowner that has been influenced by you. Thank you, and enjoy
a long and healthy retirement. u

Your 2014 Ohio Tree Farm Committee ~
Paul Mechling, Chair; Joe Puperi, Vice Chair and TF Program Administrator; Dan Bartlett, 2014 TF of the Year Nominating Forester;
Adam Beichler, Area 2 Tree Farm Inspector Chair; Tom Berger, Awards; Dean Berry, TF Inspectors Chair; Mike Besonen,
By-Laws; Dave Coldwell, 2014 Tree Farmer of the Year; Lee Crocker, NWTF; John Jolliff, Area 1 Chair; Abby and Alex Kindler, Silent
Auction; Mike Lanave; Donna Lange, Secretary; Walt Lange, Education; Skip Malaska, Web; Gailen Maxwell, Publicity;
Eric McConnell, OSU Extension; Steve McGinnis, Area 4; Noah Mechling; Tom Mills, OWJ Advertising Manager; Jim Pry, Treasurer;
Cotton Randall, ODNR Forestry Rep.; Don Rawn; Clayton Rico, Area 3; Cassie Ridenour, OFA Rep.; Steven Rist, ODNR Forestry
Rep.; Clarence Roller, Mentor Chair; Richard Rudy, Publicity; Dave Schatz, Nominations; John Schmidt; Gene and Teresa Sipos,
Immediate Past Co-Chairs; Kathy Smith, OSU Extension; Dewey Thompson; Bruce Willis, Nominations; Ad Hoc Members
Bob Boyles, Chief, ODNR Division of Forestry; John Dorka, Executive Director, Ohio Forestry Association; Bob Mulligan,
ODNR Division of Soil and Water Resources; Greg Smith, Editor, The Ohio Woodland Journal; and Sue Wintering, Project
Learning Tree-Ohio.
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Inspector of the Year
By Tom Berger

T

he Ohio Tree Farm Committee
annually recognizes a tree farm
inspector that has done an
outstanding job working with landowners
through public outreach, inspections, and
new certifications. This year’s Tree Farm
Inspector of the Year is Daniel Bartlett.
“Daniel is an outstanding service forester
and I am pleased that the American Tree
Farm System has recognized him in this
way,” said Robert Boyles, Chief of the
ODNR Division of Forestry. Daniel has
an Associate Degree in Forestry from
Hocking College and a Bachelor of
Science in Forestry from The Ohio State
University. Daniel is employed by the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources,
Division of Forestry and works out of
the Salem office. He has been a service
forester working with landowners in
northeastern Ohio since 2006. His project
area covers Mahoning, Stark, Columbiana,
Tuscarawas, and Carroll counties.
Daniel has been an advocate for the
Tree Farm Program when meeting with
landowners who are seeking advice on
how to manage their forest land. An
inspector since 2006, he nominated this
year’s Tree Farmer of the Year, the Coldwell
family of Columbiana County.
Daniel is well-versed in early American
artifacts and artifact history. He is also
skilled in flint knapping and able to make
flint arrowheads and knives. In addition,
Daniel is an accomplished fiddle player. u

www.ohiotreefarm.org
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calendar
MAY 2014
8

Woodland Walk –
NW Portage Co. Woodland
Plan
Hiram College Field Station
Jason.VanHouten@dnr.state.
oh.us

9

A Day in the Woods 2nd Friday
Series* *
Edible and Medicinal Plants

10

Capturing Nature’s Wonders
OSU Mansfield
woodlandstewards.osu.edu

14

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid
Workshop
ODNR Athens
rae@ohio.edu

13

A Day in the Woods 2nd Friday
Series**
From Trees to Lumber

20

CSAW Level 1 Training
OSU Mansfield
woodlandstewards.osu.edu

JULY 2014
11

A Day in the Woods 2nd Friday
Series**
Identifying the Trees in Your
Woods

17-19

National Tree Farmer
Convention
Pittsburg, PA
www.treefarmsystem.org/
convention

17

26

22

AUGUST 2014

NW Ohio Woodland and
Wildlife Family Festival
Wood County Historical
Museum
Bowling Green
Wood County SWCD
(419) 354-5517
Woodland Walk –
NW Portage Co. Woodland
Plan
Aurora Wetlands
Jason.VanHouten@dnr.state.
oh.us

JUNE 2014
6

CSAW Chainsaw Safety
Awareness
OSU Mansfield
woodlandstewards.osu.edu
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NW Ohio Woodland
Association
Quarterly Meeting
Steve Schultz Farm
Williams County
joe.puperi@dnr.state.oh.us

8

A Day in the Woods 2nd Friday
Series**
Ten Ways to Improve Your
Woodlands
** All A Day in the Woods 2nd
Friday Series
Take place at
Vinton Furnace State Forest
https://u.osu.edu/apsley.1/

Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt.
hen I woke up the morning of the hunt I was a
little nervous about hunting with people I didn’t
know,” said Elizabeth Herman. Elizabeth is an
Ohio National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) scholarship
winner and was participating in the 2012 Ohio Partnership
Hunt, which provides a turkey hunt for up to 10 scholarship
winners across the state. But she hit it off with her volunteer
guide and they struck out in the pre-dawn for her day’s
adventure. They saw some turkeys early in the morning, but
were unable to get into shooting range. Later in the morning,
they heard some birds and slipped to the top of a hill and got into
position. Within minutes, Elizabeth had her chance to shoot
her very first turkey. She remembers she was really surprised
and excited after she realized she hit the bird .
I spoke with Elizabeth well over a year after the hunt and
I could still hear the excitement in her voice as she told her
story. She summed up her experience by saying, “It was a
very good start of the day for my senior prom.” This is why the
NWTF is fully committed to the Save The Habitat. Save The
Hunt. initiative. We feel it is imperative to maintain healthy
populations of wild turkeys and protect America’s hunting
traditions, so that future generations are able to have the same
exciting experience as Elizabeth.
Save The Habitat. Save The Hunt. is NWTF’s 10-year
national initiative to protect the future of America’s hunting
traditions, and the upland habitat and wildlife that we cherish.
We are losing 6,000 acres of habitat every day. Turkey
populations have declined 15 percent nationwide and over 45
percent in some areas. The percentage of the population that
hunts has been steadily declining for years, which will negatively
impact our ability to fund wildlife conservation. The NWTF is
leading a collaborative effort to solve these problems with the
Save The Habitat. Save The Hunt. initiative. We, together with
our volunteers and agency partners, will preserve the future of
hunting in America.
The NWTF will Save The Habitat by conserving and
enhancing 4 million acres of critical upland wildlife habitat to
benefit wild turkey, quail, deer, and other game and nongame
species. We are bringing focus to our conservation delivery by
identifying areas where habitat management will provide the
most positive impact for wildlife.
The NWTF will Save The Hunt by creating 1.5 million new
hunters. We are securing the future of the North American
Model of Wildlife Conservation by increasing the number of
hunters, who pay for 80 percent of wildlife conservation through
license fees and excise taxes on guns, ammunition, and more.
The NWTF will also Save The Hunt by opening 500,000

additional acres to public hunting. Lack of access to hunting lands
is a main reason people stop hunting, so we’re ensuring there is
opportunity for everyone to find a place to hunt.
When the NWTF was founded in 1973, there were approximately
1.5 million wild turkeys in North America. After decades of dedicated
work, that number hit a historic high of almost 7 million turkeys.
Ohio hunters harvested 71 turkeys the year that the NWTF was
founded. In 2013, the 40th anniversary of the NWTF, Ohio had a
spring turkey harvest of 18,409 birds. This is a great success story,
but it doesn’t tell you everything. The highest spring harvest was in
2001, when 26,156 birds were harvested.
Why has it declined by nearly 8,000 birds? “Wild turkey
populations in some of our traditional turkey hunting counties in
southeastern Ohio have declined over the past decade,” said Mike
Reynolds, Wildlife Research Administrator and NWTF Technical
Committee member for the ODNR Division of Wildlife. “We are
partnering with the NWTF and the Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt.
initiative to complete a forest inventory that will be used to improve
wild turkey nesting and brood habitat on more than 70,000 acres of
wildlife areas in eastern Ohio.”
Wild turkey populations nationwide are showing signs of trouble,
having decreased 15 percent from a historic high. The decline has

Photo credit: NWTF

Lee A. Crocker
NWTF Regional Biologist
lcrocker@nwtf.net

been even more significant in many parts of the country (Figure 1).
Northern bobwhite quail were in the same situation 50 years ago.
In 1964, if you told me that I would go years without hearing the
whistle of a bobwhite, I would have thought that was impossible.
Now it is reality. Similarly, the thought of one day not being able to
hear a wild turkey gobble in the spring is unacceptable.
Our mission is no less urgent today than it was in 1973. What we
do in the coming decades will be instrumental in not only enhancing
wild turkey populations, but also in the continuation of hunting and
providing quality wildlife habitat for countless other species.
Ohio’s wildlife habitat has changed dramatically in the past 50
years. The Ohio woodlands we reintroduced turkeys into are not the
woodlands of today. They are dramatically older, and converting
from oak to later successional habitat types that are not as good for
wildlife. The USDA Forest Service Forest Inventory and Analysis
program shows that since 1968, Ohio has lost over 2.5 million acres
of young forest, which provided key habitat for many species. In
1968, 57 percent of the timberland was in this young forest habitat.
This very important young forest habitat only makes up 12 percent of
continued on page 10
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the Ohio woodlands today. The negative impact
of this change is even greater on species like
bobwhite quail, golden-winged warblers, ruffed
grouse, and American woodcock.
The Ohio State Chapter of the NWTF has
been working hard to determine how much
habitat they can enhance and improve in Ohio,
how many new hunters can be encouraged, and
how much land can be opened up to public
access. State Chapter President Dave Williamson
believes “It is the future of what we do and what
has been a part of Ohio for generations. We
can make a difference through hunter outreach
programs like the NWTF Jakes program, and
by getting more hunters like Elizabeth Herman
involved. It is the future of hunting and the sport
I love.” u
Look for a version of this article appearing in an
upcoming issue of Wild Ohio magazine published
by the ODNR Division of Wildlife.

Wild Turkey Population Declines From Historic Highs to 2011.

T

If you would like to read more
about the NWTF, or want to be a
part of the SaveThe Habitat.
Save The Hunt. initiative,
visit the NWTF at
http://www.nwtf.org/
to become a member. Then you
can begin working with a local
chapter to help preserve your
hunting heritage.
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wild wonders in the woods

Photo credit: Tom Evans/NWTF

he wild turkey, despite the slang use of its name to describe
someone dull or inept, is a wary and rather unique bird. There
are only two species of wild turkey in the world and our North
American species, Meleagris gallopavo, is one. The other, the ocellated
turkey, is found in Central America.
Wild turkeys are now one of the most widely distributed game
bird species in North America, but that wasn’t always the case. If we
look at Ohio, for example, at the time of settlement, turkeys were
predominant across the state. Settlers reported seeing flocks of 30
to 50 of these long-necked, fan-tailed birds during the winter. Then,
as more and more of Ohio was settled, turkey populations began to
decline due to unrestricted hunting and a changing landscape. By
the mid-1800s, turkeys were absent from many Ohio counties, and
by 1904, wild turkeys were extirpated from Ohio.
The wild turkey’s story, fortunately, has a happy ending. In 1952,
the ODNR Division of Wildlife began a program with the goal of
reestablishing turkey in Ohio. A few bumps along the road to recovery
occurred, with several years of unsuccessful reintroduction attempts.
From 1952 to 1957, roughly 1,400 game farm turkeys were released
into parts of southeastern Ohio forests. Unfortunately, these turkeys
did not make it. In 1956, the Division of Wildlife began releasing wild
turkey from other states (West Virginia, Kentucky, Texas, Alabama,
Arkansas, Missouri, and Florida) into Ohio and finally…success! In
the following years, in-state trapping and transplanting secured their
recovery. By spring of 2008, Ohio’s turkey population was estimated
at 200,000 birds across all 88 counties.
It is important to note that during the time turkeys were being
transplanted from other states into Ohio, the changing landscape
also played a role in their successful reestablishment. Turkeys are a
forest-dependent species, and the loss of forest land in Ohio during
settlement-- from 95 percent forested down to only 12 percent-hit the turkey population hard. However, by the mid-1900s, when
turkeys were being released back into Ohio, forest land was on the
rise. Ohio is now about one-third forested. This increase has allowed
many species of wildlife that share a similar story of extirpation with
the wild turkey--such as black bears, bobcats, deer, and beaver-- to
reestablish themselves again here.
The life of a turkey
Adult wild turkeys are omnivorous in their feeding habits, and prefer
to dine on acorns, leaves, seeds, grains, berries, buds, roots, insects,
and on occasion snail, snakes, and salamanders. Their diet varies with
season and across their life cycle. For example, turkey poults depend
on a diet composed largely of insects. This is why it is not uncommon
to see female turkeys, or hens, and poults pecking the ground in forest
clearings or along forest edges as they search for insects in grassy
areas. As they grow, turkey poults begin to incorporate more plant
materials into their diet.
Mating season for wild turkey in Ohio peaks in April. Male turkeys,
or gobblers, are polygamous and therefore mate with more than one

By Marne Titchenell
OSU Extension Wildlife Program Specialist

The Wild Turkey
(Meleagris gallopavo)

Male turkey (gobbler).
Photo courtesy Gary M. Stolz, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Bugwood.org

female. Hens nest from mid-April through mid-June, when an average
clutch of 12 eggs is laid. Hens nest on the ground, often choosing a
site at the base of a tree, under a shrub, or in tall grass. The nest is a
small depression in the soil, scratched out by the female, measuring
roughly 8-11 inches wide by 9-13 inches long. The young leave the
nest shortly after hatching, and can make short flights in 1-2 weeks.
We usually do not think of turkeys as fliers, but they are capable
of flight. Turkeys often fly up into the branches of mature trees to
roost at night. They can also swim if they need to, by tucking in their
wings, fanning their tails, and kicking their legs. However, walking
or running along the ground is how turkeys spend most of their time
getting from one to place to the next.
Signs to look and listen for
During the mating season, male turkeys gobble to attract females.
These calls can be heard from quite a distance away. The turkey’s
track is rather distinctive as there aren’t too many other large 3-toed
continued on page 12
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wild wonders in the woods, continued...
tracks seen along forest trails or among snowcovered forest understories. Admittedly, it’s
incorrect to say 3-toed. Turkeys, like most
birds, have 4 toes: toe 1 points backwards
and toes 2, 3, and 4 point forwards. In game
birds, like turkey, toe 1 is greatly reduced and
in some species absent all together, which is
why a turkey track can appear to have only 3
toes. Turkey tracks measure 3.75 – 5 inches
long by 4 - 5.25 inches wide.
Throughout the year, signs of turkeys
foraging for food can be found if you know
what to look for. Turkeys scratch the forest
floor in search of hard mast, like acorns and
nuts, hidden within the debris. Often times,
the scratchings appear as a miniature rolling
landscape of dips and small piles of debris.
After a snowfall, a turkey must scratch
through the snow to reach the leaf litter
below. This results in small irregular patches
of exposed dark leaf litter in an otherwise
snow-covered forest floor.
Wrapping it up
If Ben Franklin had his way, it would
be the wild turkey as our national symbol
instead of the majestic bald eagle. Though
if you have seen a male turkey displaying
during breeding season--tail feathers spread
wide, iridescent feathers catching the sun to
reflect bronze with hints of red, green, copper,
and gold, chest all puffed up and strutting
around--you must admit that these birds
are majestic in their own way. I think Ben
Franklin was on to something. At the very
least, he knew a wild wonder of the woods
when he saw one! u

Presently, wild turkeys occur in the
highest densities in portions of
northeast and east-central Ohio.
In 2013, the Ohio population was
estimated at 180,000 turkeys.

James S. Savage, Esq.
Helping Business Fix Problems
Helping Injured People Get
Compensation
For More than 30 Years

Turkey tracks
along a
forest trail
in southern
Ohio. Photo
by author

•

Fellow Tree Farmer and
Ohio Trial Lawyer

•
www.mwsslaw.com
(614) 221-8868
Turkey nest with 12+ eggs.
Photo courtesy Linda Haugen,
USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org

Forestry Improvements
Helping you grow a better woodland

• Timber Stand
Improvement
• Grapevine Control
• Invasive Control
• Boundary Marking
• Tree Planting
Raymond J. Yoder
31253 Township Rd. 11
Fresno, OH 43824
(330) 897-1241

Licensed & Insured

You’re invited! Join Tree Farmers, woodland owners, and forest enthusiasts at the 2014 National Tree Farmer Convention featuring:
a line-up of educational sessions on topics ranging from forest and wildlife management to the generational transfer of your land;
a field day at Burnham Woodlot - Pennsylvania’s 2010 Outstanding Tree Farm of the Year; optional tours for you to discover some
unique Pittsburgh experiences; and of course the chance to meet up with old friends and make new ones.   

For more than 20 years, the National Tree Farmer Convention has been bringing together Tree Farmers,
forestry professionals, and friends who all share a passion for America’s private woodlands.
And you’re invited!
Registration for this event is open until June 13, 2014 – for detailed information on the concurrent sessions, speakers, a schedule of
events, optional tours, hotel and transportation and more, visit www.treefarmsystem.org/convention.
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Turkey nest at base of tree. Photo courtesy Linda Haugen, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org

Hope to see you there!
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Producing the Finest in Applacian Hardwoods

Are you ready for a

goods From the Woods
Eric McConnell, Ph.D., Assistant Professor
School of Environment and Natural Resources, The Ohio State University

Forestry Adds to
Farm Wealth

Lumber Sales/Owner
Marvin Yoder

“F

2931 S. Carr Road
Apple Creek, Ohio 44606
Phone: 330-698-5333
Fax: 330-698-1333

Email: greenlumber@embarqmail.com

Buyers of Standing Timber

A Family Owned Integrated Sawmill Since 1945

Providing Ohio Landowners
With Professional Forest Management

Locate your local Servicing Stihl Dealer

www.stihlusa.com
1-800-GO-STIHL

arm Forestry” is a term
w e d o n ot h e ar t o o
often anymore. It was quite
popular, though, in the period
approximately spanning the postWorld War I to post-world War
II years, as fallow farm lands
reverted back to forests due to
reduced productivity and/or economic returns. Farmers in this
newfound era of conservation were encouraged to responsibly
manage these forest ecosystems for not only their aesthetic and
nontangible amenities, such as plant and wildlife diversity, but also as
potential supplements for on-farm income during the winter season.
Through the tireless work of state foresters and university extension
specialists, farmers were convinced their timber crop deserved the
same respect, effort, and diligence afforded to their row crops and
livestock. As an example, would cattle ever be allowed to graze in a
crop field during the growing season? Of course not! Indeed, a study
of adjacent woodlands conducted by Charles Dambach (former
Assistant Director of Ohio State University’s Wildlife Research
Station) from 1938 to 1942 in Geauga County found in-woods
grazing negatively affected forest conditions. Moreover, revenue
losses of maple syrup production were estimated at $10.67 per acre (to
put that in perspective, $10.67 in 1942 had the equivalent purchasing
power of $127.41 today).
In more recent times, farmers have been encouraged to convert
marginal and nonproductive farm lands to grass and forested
ecosystems, such as native grass buffers along field margins, riparian
forests along creeks and streams, and wetlands. The last few years,

For More Information Contact:
Natural Resource Manager Ryan Yoder
Procurement Forester Noah Mechling
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Figures and Statistics
Ohio agricultural production data for the years 2003 to 2012
were obtained from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Economic
Research Service report on Farm Income and Wealth (projections for
2013 and 2014 are also provided but not discussed here). Information
for the report is acquired primarily through USDA’s Agricultural
Resource Management Survey. The report, which dates to 1950,
has been published annually since 2000. Revenues include crop,
livestock, and forest production along with those provided from
hired services, such as custom harvesting. Forest production has
been reported since 1980, and consists of timber, firewood, maple
syrup, Christmas trees, and decorative products.

Figure 2. 2003 to 2012 production values of crops, livestock, and forests. Crop and livestock
values are on the left Y axis and forest contributions are on the right. Source: USDA ERS.

(330) 893-3131
www.yoderlumber.com
An Ohio Master Logging Company

though, have seen dramatic price rises for many agricultural
commodities (Figure 1), making farmers question a decision of
continuing to keep these lands out of agricultural production. Given
this current climate, I felt it prudent to provide you an update on the
financial contributions farm woodlots provide to our forest industries
as well as the communities in which they reside. Along with the
recent passing of a new Farm Bill, which I have understood from
readings and personal communications may be the friendliest to
forestry on record, farmers could determine it acceptable to continue
their sustainable forestry practices.

Figure 1. Annual U.S. average price per unit received for corn, soybeans, and cattle from 2003
to 2012. Corn and soybean prices per bushel are on the left Y axis and cattle price per
hundredweight is on the right. Source: University of Illinois.

What Was Found
Figure 2 shows the annual production values of crops, livestock,
and forestry on Ohio farms from 2003 to 2012. The total value
of agricultural production in the state averaged $7.03 billion
continued on page 16
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goods from the woods, continued...
annually (± 24.5 percent) over the ten year study period. On-farm
crop production averaged $4.53 billion (± 27.7 percent), livestock
production averaged $2.48 billion (± 19.9 percent), while forest
production averaged $22.1 million (± 7.33 percent) per year.
Admittedly, forest-based income is a small contributor to total farm
wealth. Still, it is not an earnings source that should be taken lightly.
The 2012 value of on-farm forest production in Ohio was $21.0

Figure 3. Ranking of the top states in forest production on farms in 2012. Ohio was ranked #12.

million, or approximately 10 percent of the 2012 total value of woodsrun products. From a national context, the value of forest products
produced on Ohio farms in 2012 was well above the U.S. average of
$13.1 million (± 27.7 percent). In fact, Ohio ranked 12th nationally in
on-farm forest production in 2012 (Figure 3). Closer to home in the
Ohio Valley region, Ohio ranked first in on-farm forest production
in 2012 (Figure 4).

Forests Matter to Farms
Farms are the quintessential family business, and the woodlots
contained on them are so much more than just unproductive
crop land or supplemental acreage for grazing. Responsibly
managing the forest resources on these properties can provide
not only economic but also environmental and social returns.
Standing timber is a stable form of farm wealth, often
comparable in performance to mutual fund investments.
Responsibly managing these farm woodlots improves forest
health, aesthetics, and wildlife habitat. Soils are stabilized, water
quality is improved, carbon is sequestered, self-satisfaction is
achieved, and a supplemental source of income can be realized.
Also, managing timber requires less long-term inputs for the
farmer compared to many other land uses. Looking beyond
timber, activities such as maple sugaring can provide the
farmer both timber stand management and a “forest to fork”

direct marketing opportunity. These and other considerations
could provide agricultural and natural resources specialists a
collaborative platform for better sharing sustainable practices
with the general public. u
References and Suggested Readings
Dambach, C. 1944. Comparative productiveness of adjacent
grazed and ungrazed sugar maple woods. Journal of Forestry
42(3):164-168.
Kelson, A. 1999. Forestry’s Contributions to United States
Corn Producers’ Income. Northern Journal of Applied Forestry
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Figure 4. 2012 on‐farm forest production values by state in the Ohio Valley region.

Regional Woodland Associations in Ohio
OPPORTUNITIES:
Interesting Forestry Programs • Knowledgeable Speakers
Monthly Newsletters • Training Sessions • Field Days
East Central Ohio Forestry Association
Jeremy Scherf
ODNR Division of Forestry
2050 East Wheeling Ave.
Cambridge, Ohio 43725-2159
(740) 439-9079
jeremy.scherf@dnr.state.oh.us
Killbuck Valley Woodland Interest Group
Bob Romig
3511 Clearview Pl.
Wooster, Ohio 44691
(330) 345-5077
Muskingum River Woodland Interest Group
Dave Bonifant
3594 Evans Rd.
Nashport, Ohio 43830
(740) 814-2474
nita.david@windstream.net
www.mrwig.org
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Northeastern Ohio Forestry Association
James Elze
2145 Merle Road
Salem, Ohio 44460
(330) 337-8974

Southern Ohio Forestland Association
P.J. Gordy
3813 Potts Hill Road
Bainbridge, Ohio 45612
(740) 634-2470

Northwest Ohio Woodland Association
John Mueller
Joe Puperi
ODNR Division of Forestry
952 B Lima Ave.
Findlay, Ohio 45840
(419) 424-5004
john.mueller@dnr.state.oh.us
joe.puperi@dnr.state.oh.us

Southwest Ohio Woodland Owners Association
Pat Migliozzi
ODNR Division of Forestry
777 Columbus Avenue 5-A
Lebanon, Ohio 45036
(513) 932-6836
pat.migliozzi@dnr.state.oh.us

Southeast Ohio Woodland Interest Group
Perry Brannan
ODNR Division of Forestry
360 E. State St.
Athens, Ohio 45701
(740) 589-9915
perry.brannan@dnr.state.oh.us
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Salvaging
Using Wood

&
from Blow-down and Dead Trees
Randy Sanders, Pike County Tree Farmer

A

s I anticipated retirement as a fisheries/aquatic biologist
with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR)
in 2006, I told my wife Liz that I
wanted to spend more time at our woodland
farm in southern Ohio. I wanted to see
the old tobacco farm become a working
farm in a more environmentally and
economically sustainable way, and
maybe even set an example for similar
woodland farms.
The farm’s main resources are native
plants, both living and dead, therefore the
main products from the farm would be

wood from predominantly blow-down and dead trees. I would also
sell live plants such as ferns, wild flowers, and small tree seedlings
harvested from disturbed areas, such as under power lines and along
roads and ditches.
I also concluded that the farm needed a small portable sawmill.
“Why do we need a sawmill?” Liz asked. I told her that a sawmill
goes with a tree farm like a planter and combine goes with a corn
or bean farm. We could make more money from our trees if they
became wood that I made into items to sell.
It must have been a pretty good answer because we bought a small
sawmill and I’ve been milling logs, drying the wood, and making
picture frames, cutting boards, and other one-of-a kind products
since 2007.
The purpose of this article is to share some thoughts on the process
and equipment needed to log, mill, and dry wood.
I will describe what I make from flitches1 and
share tips on selling products.
Sources of logs and certified woodland
products
My main source of logs is from small
annual harvests of wind and storm damage,
and trees cut down doing timber stand
improvement and crop tree release
practices in the woods. I also get a fair
number of blow downs from friends and
neighbors.
While researching what it would
take to have green certification for my
woodland products, I learned about
the green certification available

Flitch– a portion of a log sawn on two (or more)
sides, usually on opposite sides, leaving two
waney (bark) edges. If the bark is missing, the
edge is called live edge.

1
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for members of the American Tree Farm System. I called my
ODNR Division of Forestry service forester to start the process,
and learned it would not be very hard since our farm already had a
forest management plan.
Logging
After cutting
t r e e s i nt o l o g s ,
landowners can take
them to a milling
site or take the mill
to the logs. That
is one advantage
of a portable mill.
Logging is one of
the most dangerous
parts of the process,
and you should not
attempt to do anything you cannot do safely.
Since I prefer to have perfect bark on flitches, I often take the
tractor to the log, lift it up with chains or the forks, and carry it to
the milling site. The logs are placed on beams or other logs to keep
them off the ground. I also paint the fresh cut ends of the logs with
a commercial end sealer to help slow down drying of the end grain
to reduce defects.
The bark will stay on the flitches best if the logs are harvested
when the sap is down in fall and winter months. Logs are milled as

soon as possible because boring insects can quickly inhabit the bark,
cambium, and sap wood of logs during warmer weather.
Portable sawmill types
There are three main types of portable sawmills:
chainsaw, circular, and band mill. I decided to buy a
manual band mill after researching the manufacturers
of each type at a Paul Bunyan Show. Most portable
mills cut stationary horizontal logs by moving the blade
through the log. My narrow-kerf band mill blade makes
little sawdust and cuts nice book matched flitches, that
is, mirror images of the figure when the top piece cut
is flipped over.
continued on page 20
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My saw has easy set-up, a heavy steel frame and trailer, and a
large engine. The manual model has a winch that can be used to
roll logs onto the mill, but I prefer to carefully load logs by rolling
or sliding them off the tractor forks. I use a cant hook to position
and turn the logs.
Deciding how to mill your logs
When considering milling your logs, landowners can buy or rent
a sawmill, hire a sawyer to bring a portable mill to your farm to mill
the logs, or take the logs to a commercial sawmill.
I think about the following questions before milling each log:
• What is this kind of tree/wood good for (and what is it not
good for)?
• What do I want or need out of this log?
• How long, wide, and thick do I want the dried wood to be?
• Does the log have any defects? If so, do I want them to show or
should they be discarded?
• How and where am I going to dry the green wood?
The four basic ways to mill a log are live sawing, cant sawing, grade
sawing, and quarter sawing. Each has its merits, and whether you
own a mill or hire the job out, it is important to research the pros and
cons of these types of milling. I almost always level a log by the inside
(pith), unless I want to mill barked slabs with uniform
thickness. Then I level it by the bark (outside), however,
this will produce a tapered cant.
Drying wood
After milling the logs, there are two main drying
options:
Air Drying –the simplest and least expensive way
to start removing the moisture content down to 1215 percent. However, it can take months to years
depending on the species, thickness, and condition
of a log.
Kiln Drying – a well designed and operated kiln can dry the
highest quality wood down to 6-8 percent moisture content in the
shortest period of time while killing insects. Kiln types include
Air Drying Wood-How I Do It
heated, dehumidification, and solar. It will cost more, but is faster
and results in lower moisture content.

For those like me who want to air dry their wood, it is essential to
start by building a good foundation off the ground, properly separate
the uniform layers of boards or flitches with stickers, and make sure
the stack is covered, or better yet, under some sort of roof. It is also
best to dry in a mostly shady location and not subject to strong winds.
I dry my wood in our old tobacco barn. I also put down plastic
or another impervious surface on the ground before I build my
4 X 8 foot stack foundation. After a year or two, I often move the
more valuable wood into our house sunroom or other rooms where
the wood stove helps to dry it more in the winter.
Making and selling woodland products
If you want to add even more
value to your wood, make a final
product and sell directly to the
public. However, to do that, you
will need to find your own niche
by making something unique and
of high quality.
I knew from the start that there
was no way to compete with the
many big sawmills in southern
Ohio. I decided I had to mill and operate differently, so I came
up with a simple contrast to the
traditional forestry model. It has
served me well, and I sell my wood
products mostly at a local farmers’
market and at several conferences
and art shows.

I also enjoy using and promoting our
native tree species. Everyone has seen
wood from white and red oaks, but how
many have seen the wood from common
trees like black locust, redbud, and
persimmon? I get excited when a different
tree species blows down on our farm. My
signature product is a tree frame, featuring
a picture and picture frame of a single
species, such as a picture of a redbud tree
in a redbud frame.
I use boiled linseed oil on finished
picture frames and tables and food grade
mineral oil on cutting boards. I do not
use stains, or ever try to make one species
look like another. Most species are unique.
People are fascinated when you can tell
a story about the wood product. I also
unconditionally guarantee my products.
I registered as a State Transient Vendor
with the Ohio Department of Taxation
to collect sales tax based on county rates,
and turned my truck and trailers into
commercial vehicles. Vehicle insurance
is my largest expense.

Pros & Cons
of Milling Your
Own Wood
Advantages

• lower costs for lumber and slabs
• decide to use or not use chemicals
• specialized cuts
• mill one-of-a-kind logs
• know the species of wood you have
• recycling wood is environmentally sound
• the satisfaction of doing it yourself
• growing need for small mills as properties
decrease in size

Disadvantages

• equipment is expensive
• the work can be dangerous
• it is hard physical work

Basic safety equipment and supplies
I can’t stress enough the importance of basic
safety equipment and supplies for the woods,
at the mill, or in the woodshop. They include
a first aid kit, steel tipped boots, chain saw
chaps, combination hardhat, ear protection and
visor, leather gloves, safety glasses, equipment
manuals, cell phone, and fire extinguisher.
Final thoughts
As with my first career, I have always enjoyed
my work. Purchasing a sawmill, learning how to
mill, doing my own logging, drying the wood,
and making and selling woodland products
to the final end user has made me a better
and more complete tree farmer. And Liz, who
is predominantly a city girl, has been very
supportive of the venture and frequently scouts
out neat stuff others are making out of wood. I
think it has helped her become at least a little
interested in the trees at the farm.
I still have a lot to learn, but often wonder
why anyone would want to grow anything but
trees. And always remember – be careful what
you ask for! u

References and recommended reading:
Hoadley, R. Bruce, Understanding Wood: A
Craftsman’s Guide to Wood Technology. The
Taunton Press, 2000.
Ohio State University’s Forest Operations
& Products Extension--Portable Sawmill
Directory by county, Timber Price Reports, and
other wood utilization information at http://
ohiowood.osu.edu/.
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Forestry at http://forestry.ohiodnr.gov/
forestindustries.
Indep endent Sawmi l l and Wo o d lot
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Photos courtesy of author unless otherwise
noted.

Randy Sanders displayed his craft at the 2012 Tree Farm of the Year Tour at the Lashbrook-Franchi Deseret Tree Farm
in Jackson County. View Randy’s products at www.PikeCountyFarm.com. Photo by ODNR
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Leafing Out

B

Scott Costello
Costello Forestry Consulting, LLC

lue ash is a rather interesting species unique to the Midwest.
that rounds with age. Some of the lower branches may persist and
It is naturally distributed mainly along an arc of territory
droop as it is not a good self-pruner. Blue ash is fairly tolerant of
from Missouri through Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and Kentucky.
drought and grows favorably on very alkaline soils.
It i s f o u n d n a t i v e
Blue ash has an opposite
t h rou g h out c e nt r a l
branching pattern, and
and western Ohio. The
characteristic “V” shapes
species nomenclature,
can be found among the
quadrangulata, is Latin
silhouette of its crown in
meaning “four sides,”
winter. Young twigs and
and is based upon the
stems often have a square
characteristic square
shape with distinct wings
shape of young stems. The common name, blue, refers to the inner
along each edge. The square, winged twigs can be quite pronounced
bark which turns blue upon oxidation. The ash genus, Fraxinus, is
on some specimens while hardly notable on others. This characteristic
part of the Oleaceae or olive family, which also includes ornamentals
is unique to blue ash and is not possessed by any of the other native ash
like forsythia, lilac, and privet.
trees. The terminal bud is generally one-quarter inch long, reddishBlue ash is typically regarded as a smaller and slower growing
brown, fuzzy, and blunt.
tree than is white ash. This is generally true, yet
In spring it bears pinnately compound leaves 8-12
in Ohio it is a medium to large-sized tree with
inches long. Each leaf typically has 7-11 coarsely
mature heights in excess of 80 feet. The largest
serrated leaflets which are dark green above and
specimens are usually found along deep, moist,
paler below, although occasionally there are only five
well-drained limestone creek beds. They can also
leaflets with smooth margins. Small flowers generally
commonly be found near dry upland limestone
appear in April before the leaves. The flowers are
outcroppings in association with chinkapin oak
purple, clustered, and lack petals. Unlike green and
or in alkaline bottomlands with hackberry and
white ash, blue ash display perfect flowers, meaning
Kentucky coffeetree. In the Bluegrass Region of
each flower has both male and female structures.
Kentucky and also toward the western extent of its
As a result, every tree has the potential to bear seed.
range, it is often found along with bur oak within
The seed form is a 1 to 2 inch long samara, enclosed
remnant patches of prairie.
entirely in an oval shaped wing. Seed matures in the
The tree generally has a narrow spreading crown The native range of blue ash
early fall and is generally disseminated by wind and
shown in black.

BLUE ASH –
Fraxinus quadrangulata

The irregularly-shaped platy
or scaly bark of blue ash.
Green and white ash has
diamond- shaped ridges by
comparison.

The distinctive square,
winged twig of blue ash.

gravity. A number of birds and small mammals feed on the seed and
it is an important source of food for both wood duck and fox squirrel.
The bark is unusual compared to the typical diamond shaped
ridges of green and white ash. Blue ash has a thick gray to slightly
grayish-gold colored bark divided into irregularly shaped plates or
scales. The wood is generally lumped and marketed along with other
ash species. It is typically used for furniture, cabinets, flooring, doors,
tool handles, oars, and baseball bats. The wood of blue ash is usually
slightly less dense and not as strong as white ash but is significantly
harder. Traditionally the wood was used for flooring and carriagebuilding. The sap found in the inner bark turns to a blue color when
exposed and can be extracted for use as a fabric dye.
Blue ash is generally subject to the same insect and disease
problems as other ash including native borers, anthracnose, leaf spot,
and scales. Unfortunately, it is also a potential victim of the emerald
ash borer (EAB). Early research indicated that blue ash is no more
resistant to the EAB than other ash species. However, recent research
has started to show that this may not be the case. Whether blue
ash has some resistance to EAB larval development or it is simply a
matter of insect feeding preference is not known. But there is some
hope. I have personally observed many woodlots in southwestern
Ohio with very high EAB mortality where the blue ash trees in the
stand are still relatively healthy. It is possible that genetic variation
within the blue ash species might be at play. u
Native Range photo – courtesy of USDA Forest Service
Leaf, Twig, Bark Photos: The Ohio Department of Natural
Resources, Index of Ohio Trees, http://forestry.ohiodnr.gov/blueash

Blue ash typically has 7-11 coarsely serrated leaflets.

Literature Cited:
Richard J. Preston, Jr. (1989). North American Trees. 4th edition. Iowa
State University Press, Ames, IO.

It's close, so make plans to attend the National Tree Farmer Convention July 17-19 in Pittsburgh.
Visit www.treefarmsystem.org/convention for details, or contact MacKenzie Rawcliffe at 202-765-3579.
COLDWELL TIMBER CONSULTING, LLC.
"We Represent the Interests of the Forest Landowner"

• Timber Sales
		
• Forest Management Plans
• Timber Appraisals
• Pipeline & Well Pad Timber Appraisal

(330) 831-4374

jedcoldwell@yahoo.com
www.coldwelltimberconsulting.com
33320 Hull Road, Salineville, Ohio 43945
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T.J. Ellis Enterprises, Inc.
1505 Neubrecht Rd.
Lima, OH 45801-3123

T.J. Ellis President

Home: (419) 999-5026
Yards: Lima, Ohio
(419) 224-1969
Fax: (419) 224-7105
Fax: (419) 999-1902
Exporting Veneer Logs • Buyers of Standing Timber
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Standing Timber
Needed.

FORESTRY
SOLUTIONS
THAT MEET
YOUR OBJECTIVES.
Providing solid technical and
sustainable solutions to today's
complex forestry problems.

Connecting Kids to Nature
Try this activity in a forest—a natural place to learn!
For over 35 years, Project Learning Tree® has used the forest as a “window” to help young people
gain an awareness of the world around them and their place within it. Blending a walk in the
forest with a fun and engaging PLT activity creates a powerful learning experience for children of
all ages. Here’s one idea in a series from PLT that introduces the concept of structure and scale.

Activity 62: To Be a Tree

By making a tree costume, children will gain awareness of tree structure
and functions.

• Free consultation and estimates
• Timber harvested by experienced loggers
• Specializing in standing oak and pine
Joseph Yoder, Timber Consultant

QUALITY LOGS & TIMBERS

Cell 419-651-0452
Fax 419-368-6080

FOREST MANAGEMENT

TIMBER SALES

FIBER SUPPLY STUDIES

INVENTORIES

FOREST CERTIFICATION

FORESTLAND ACCOUNTING

PETER GAYER
Chillicothe, OH
740.779.3917
Fifty Years and Growing | www.fwforestry.com

Doing the Activity
On your next walk, select a tree and ask children to name and identify its
component parts (trunk, branch, leaves, bark, roots, etc.). Collect a few
leaves and after heading back inside, invite children to make leaf rubbings
by placing leaves (vein side up) on white paper and rubbing over them
with the sides of paperless crayons. Carefully cut out the leaf rubbings,
punch a hole in each, and use yarn to string them together into a crown.
Next, use the pattern below to help children create a paper bag vest. This
vest can be worn with the leaf crown above to make a tree costume that
models real tree parts.

Are Trees Alive?

Ask older children to research phloem,
cambium, xylem, and heartwood to better
understand the material metaphors used
on their tree vests. Skip this higher level
vocabulary with
younger children
and instead read
Are Trees Alive?
by Debbie Miller
(2002), which talks
about the ways in
which trees and
people are alike
(ISBN: 0802788017).

They may not have needed

Hunt Lease Liability Insurance

Owners, landlord, and tenant liability
Liability limit to $1,000,000 per occurrence
Special master policy rating basis

Member to Member Coverage
Guest Liability Coverage
Damage to Premisies rented to you
(Fire Damage Liability)
Medical Expenses (optional)
Premises/Operations Liability
Cross Liability
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Adapted from Activity 62: To Be a Tree from Project Learning Tree’s PreK-8 Environmental Education Activity Guide.

Discover how PLT can help you teach… from nature!
• Attend a workshop near you to receive PLT activity guides, ideas, and materials.
• Contact your Ohio PLT State Coordinator: Sue Wintering, plt@dnr.state.oh.us or 614-265-6657.

www.plt.org

Timerland liability coverage provides affordable
liability insurance for the timberland owner offering
a comprehensive package to assist clients on
maximizing returns on forest investments.

With a child’s torso serving as a tree’s trunk and
their arms as branches, ask children to add these
tree parts to their vests:
• Bark - glue pieces of bark directly to OR try a
bark rubbing on the outside of vest
• Roots - tape long strands of yarn to the
bottom of the vest
• Phloem - glue stirring straws (smaller diameter)
to the inside of vest
• Cambium - attach tissue paper to the inside
of vest
• Xylem - tape drinking straws (larger diameter)
to the inside of vest
• Heartwood - create a paper chain to wear
as a belt

In Ohio, PLT is
sponsored by the
Department of
Natural Resources Division of Forestry
and Project Learning
Tree - Ohio
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Our Sportsmen will PAY
to Enjoy YOUR LAND

Use a Master Logger
and
Use the Best!

Grow •
Harvest • R epl enish

Ohio Master Logging Companies:

• O.F.A. Master Logging Company
• Buyers of Standing Timber
• Professional Forest
and Whitetail Management

contact:

David Hershberger
Timber Procurement

330.359.5721 ext. 5

Got Acreage?
Earn Extra $$$

20 YEAR Ohio Woodland Journal SPONSOR

– Let the pros lease hunting rights to your property.
– Liability insurance included!

• Have voluntarily completed a company certification
program.
• Receive training in safe and efficient logging practices.
• Will provide liability insurance at Landowner’s request.
• Attend periodic advanced training and recertification
courses to maintain certification and remain up to
date on the most current practices and technologies of
the logging industry.

Ohio
For information on joining
Voluntary
the OFA or to find a Master
Master Logging
Logger visit
Company
www.ohioforest.org Program

– Call for a FREE quote and landowner information
packet.

www.BaseCampLeasing.com
Toll Free 1-866-309-1507

Apple Creek, Ohio

“2002 O.F.A. Logger of the Year”

Martin G. Michel
Registered Consulting Forester
926 County Road 1754
Ashland, Ohio 44805
419-289-3114
Toll Free 1-877-266-2200
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Ohio Forestry Association, INC.
Brown County
One of Ohio’s 88 Greats
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rown County contains 70,000 acres of forestland. Responsibly
managing these woodlands provides community to the
county’s forest industries. These Brown County
businesses employed 124 people while
directly generating $29.9 million in
output and $2.34 million in taxes
in 2012. Sources: United States
Forest Service Forest Inventory
and Analysis, Brown County 2012
forest survey database; and Inputoutput model for Brown County,
IMPLAN LLC. u

L AK E

T U SC A R A W A S

By Eric McConnell

An Enthusiastic New Tree Farmer in Brown County
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Private Ownership
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70,000 Ac
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All of Brown County’s forest land acreage is privately owned.
Ash
21.1%

Join Now!
Enjoy the benefits of being a member of Ohio’s oldest
and largest forestry related group.

All Other Species
39.1%
Red Oaks
18.5%

Ohio Forestry Association is dedicated to

Distribution of
sawtimber volume
in Brown County.

strengthening and expanding the wood products
Black
Walnut
7.05%

industry for the benefit of Ohio companies,
employees, customers, landowners and the
general public.

www.ohioforest.org
614-497-9580
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Hickory
7.1%

$20

$17.40

$15
Millions Dollars

OFA provides information and services
to members through:
• Networking Opportunities
• Financial Benefit Programs
• Educational Programs
• Trade Shows
• Legislative Representation

Soft
Maple
7.07%

$9.26

$10
$5
$0

$3.14
(----)
Forestry &
Logging

Wood Products
Manufacturing

Paper
Manufacturing

Wood Furniture
Manufacturing

Direct output of Brown County's forest industries. (----) is withheld data to
prevent potential disclosure of individual company information.

aving lived in Brown County
for the past 30 years, I thought
I would highlight my “home
county.” Brown County is located in
southern Ohio and borders the Ohio River
and Clermont, Adams, and Highland
counties. Formed in 1817 from parts of
Adams and Clermont counties, the name
comes from Jacob Brown, a hero of the
War of 1812. The population is 45,000 and
is made up of small villages and a rural landscape.
There is rich history to this area. General Ulysses
Grant grew up in the county seat of Georgetown.
Noted abolitionist Rev. John Rankin is from Ripley.
The Rankin House was the first established station
of the Underground Railroad which enabled slaves
to escape north to freedom. Burley tobacco played
an important role to the farming community for
many years. The only tobacco market in Ohio was
in Ripley.
Brown County is just west of the foothills of the
Appalachian Mountains. The terrain ranges from
nearly level in the north to gently rolling except
along the Ohio River where it is hilly. The flat,
poorly drained woodlands to the north support
mainly pin oak, soft maple, and beech. The rolling
ground grows red and white oak, sugar maple, ash,
and hickory.
My family physician, Dr. Todd Williams, is an
avid tree lover. Most office visits to Dr. Williams
usually involve some interesting discussions of
trees and woodlands. After years of looking for
just the right property, Dr. Williams purchased a
90-acre farm with 40 acres of woodlands in 2010.
We had fun walking and developing a management
plan for the woodlands.
The good doctor had a desire to develop a tree
planting as part of a 20-acre Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) field. Now, this would not be
just any tree planting. Dr. Williams wanted to
plant as many native hardwood trees and shrubs
as we could find. We settled on 38 varieties of
hardwoods, seven varieties of shrubs, and seven
conifer species (see box). Gary Steinbrunner, with

Tim Wilson
ODNR Division of Forestry
Reforestation and Wildlife Services, was
hired to plant the trees.
Within each row, the trees were
randomly planted with the shrubs and
conifers placed along the perimeter.
The drought of 2012 caused more
than 90 percent mortality. Not to be
discouraged, the entire 20 acres was
replanted in 2013 with much better
success. Dr. Williams has joined the
American Chestnut Foundation and will be
planting blight resistant chestnut seeds this
spring.
Over the past three years, Dr. Williams has
completed invasive species control, grapevine
control, and crop tree release. He considers the
work therapeutic and enjoys seeing the results
of his labor. Two large ponds have been built for
recreation. Other fields have been devoted to
quail habitat, prairie grass, and bee pollinator
plants. Fittingly, Dr. Williams became a member
of the American Tree Farm System in 2013. u
Tim Wilson provides stewardship assistance
for woodland owners in Clermont, Brown,
Adams, and Scioto counties of southern Ohio.
Tim served the Ohio Tree Farm Committee in
various capacities, including as state chair and
as the advertising editor of the Ohio Woodland
Journal. Wife Lynn coordinated the OWJ school
and public library sponsorships for several years.

TODD WILLIAMS
2012 CRP PLANTING
Tree species planted
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

American beech
yellow buckeye
Ohio buckeye
basswood
river birch
red maple
pecan
Kentucky coffeetree
hazelnut
blackgum
Chinkapin oak
sawtooth oak
white oak
burr oak
northern red oak
Shumard oak
black oak
pin oak
willow oak
bitternut hickory
shagbark hickory
shellbark hickory
pignut hickory
black cherry
black walnut
sugar maple
sweetgum
yellow poplar
mountain ash
American elm
quaking aspen
American holly
cork tree
hardy rubber tree
dove tree
American yellowwood
American smoketree
bee bee tree

Shrub species planted
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.

staghorn sumac
serviceberry
redbud
silverbell
American cranberrybush
flowering dogwood
Italian alder

Conifer species planted

Dr. Todd Williams and Forester Tim Wilson with
seedlings planted in 2013.

46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.

pitch X loblolly pine
white pine
Norway spruce
white spruce
Colorado blue spruce
Canaan fir
Canadian hemlock
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Ohio Forestry Association, INC.
Forestry and Wildlife Conservation Camp
A Great Experience Sponsored by the OFA Foundation

This year’s OFA Forestry and Wildlife Camp is June 8-13!
Contact the Ohio Forestry Association for more information!
http://www.ohioforest.org/?page=ForestryCamp
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Speaking of professional managers, the camp relies heavily
upon a corps of volunteer instructors who make the learning possible.
Each year, more than 30 professional foresters, natural resource
managers, and others who work in a natural resource field volunteer
their valuable time and expertise. Each shares their unique education
and experience for the benefit of the students. The students learn
from these highly qualified professionals who are also valuable role
models and mentors. u
Photos courtesy of OFA.
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The camp is an officially sanctioned activity of
the OFA Foundation, the non-profit educational arm
of the Ohio Forestry Association. The OFA Foundation
operates as a 501c3 tax-deductible corporation whose primary
mission is to promote education, research, and public outreach
in forestry. As a non-profit corporation, all donations made to the
Foundation can be used as a tax deduction by donors.

Do

The camp has been held annually for 64
years, starting in 1950. In that time, more than
10,000 students have had the chance to learn
about forests and forestry and many facets
of Ohio’s natural resources. There are
stories of second and third generation
attendees who can share similar camp
stories with a parent or grandparent
who know what the camp experience
is all about. The value and love of the
camp is demonstrated in the number
of students who come back for a second
and sometimes a third session. Some even
go on to become a camp counselor and
use their knowledge to pass on to younger
attendees.
A surprising number of campers go on to become
professionals in forestry and natural resource related fields, a
testament to the learning and the experience of the camp.

The Va

T

he Ohio Forestry Association, Inc. (OFA)
Forestry and Wildlife Conservation
Camp for high school students
is a one-of-a-kind camp experience
that far too few students get to enjoy.
Each year, approximately one
hundred students attend the
one-week residential camp held
in early June at the FFA Camp
Muskingum in Carrollton, Ohio.
The OFA Forestry and Wildlife
Conservation Camp is a unique
experience where learning about forests
and natural resources are mingled with
fun in an outdoor environment, to the
point that both sometimes appear the
same. There are a variety and diversity of classes ranging from tree
identification, forest ecology, and wildlife management to invasive
species, forest measurements, and soils characteristics.
Then there are a host of demonstrations and experiences that may
involve watching a log turned into lumber on a portable sawmill,
seeing how arborists climb trees for trimming work, seining and
electroshocking fish for marine inventory, and digging pits to witness
the soil profiles that support the forest environment.
The after-class fun activities include swimming, boating, fishing,
hiking, sand volleyball, and softball. They can participate in
Adventure Valley at Camp Muskingum, a special series of outdoor
skills tests that help students build confidence while competing
individually and in groups.
Some students show up to camp excited to be there while
others start out with some admitted fear of what might be coming.
Regardless of how they start, they all end up at the final graduation
ceremony full of knowledge and joy from a week well spent and with
new friendships that may well last a lifetime.

John Dorka
Executive Director
Ohio Forestry Association

na

Each year, the Foundation receives a significant amount of donations for
the benefit of students to attend camp. Many groups such as regional
landowner associations, logging chapters, soil and water conservation
districts, garden clubs, and many individuals donate funds. Some contribute
directly for student registrations, while others contribute money to the
foundation to help pay for the cost of camp. Some years, nearly three-fourths
of the students attending camp receive some sort of scholarship funding
provided by donors to help them gain the valuable camp experience.
Regardless of the method used, donations to the OFA Foundation on
behalf of the forestry camp help insure its continued existence and give
deserving students the chance for a camp experience they may never
receive under any other circumstance.
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Superior Hardwoods of Ohio, Inc.
Manufacturers of fine Appalachian hardwood lumber.
Professional forestland management and consulting.
Corporate Office/
Wellston Division
P.O. Box 606
Wellston, OH 43725
Phone: 740.384.5677
Fax: 740.384.2985
Barlow Division
P.O. Box 75
Vincent, OH 45784
Phone: 740.445.5046
Fax: 740.445.5049

Cambridge Division
P.O. Box 1358
Cambridge, OH 43725
Phone: 740.439.2727
Fax: 740.439.3083

McArthur Division
P.O. Box 320
McArthur, OH 45651
Phone: 740.596.2561
Fax: 740.596.2306

Parkersburg Division
1724 Mill Run Road
Parkersburg, WV 26104
Phone: 304.485.8110
Fax: 304.485.0691

Ohio Woodlands
Journalare
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pg Ohio
12/12/13
12:54 P
Like
what you
reading?
Share1/4the
Woodland
Journal with your local high school or public library,

and help others to learn about Ohio's woodlands! Discover sponsorship opportunites on page 34.

Genetically Superior
Hardwood Trees for your
Timber Investments
Genetically Superior Black Walnut, White Oak
and Black Cherry, Grafts and Seedlings
• Grafts and seedlings from original patented Black Walnut trees
• Improved selections of White Oak and
Black Cherry seedlings and grafts
• Grafted White Oak for heavy/wet soil sites

MOISTURE PROTECTION FOR
BAREROOT AND SEEDLINGS

New Curly Poplar
• Attractive highly figured wood grain
• Annual growth rates of 1 inch caliper or
more per year are expected
• Grows in wet sites
PICTURED: Nine-year old genetically superior black
walnut –over 6 inches in diameter.

To purchase or for a free full-color
informational brochure call toll-free:

888-749-0799

www.advancedtree.com

ADVANCED TREE TECHNOLOGY
12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774 • 260-749-0891
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OWJ Sponsors Needed
Be A Proud Sponsor of OWJ!
The editorial board of The Ohio Woodland Journal is looking for businesses or individuals who are willing to
sponsor annual subscriptions of the Journal for all of their county public and private high schools’ libraries. Partial sponsorships are certainly
welcomed from those who reside in urban counties with numerous school districts.
Individual subscription rates are $15.00 per year for four issues. Each high school principal will receive a letter prior to their first issue of
The Ohio Woodland Journal announcing that you or your business is generously supporting the county’s schools by supplying four free issues
to their library. You will also be listed in the Journal as a sponsor.
If you would like to assist in placing the Journal in your county schools or need additional information, please contact:
Denise Brosie, OFA, 1100-H Brandywine Blvd., Zanesville, Ohio 43701 • 888-388-7337 • denise@ohioforest.org

Thanks to the following businesses, organizations,
and individuals who sponsor the OWJ for these counties:
Hamman Noble Boyce Farms, LLC.................... Ashland & Licking
Ed M. Aderer.......................................................................... Athens
Anita James............................................................................. Athens
Meadowview Farm................................................................. Athens
Belmont County SWCD......................................................Belmont
Lynn & Tim Wilson.................................................................Brown
Brown County SWCD............................................................Brown
John Sommer.........................................................................Carroll
Milan Carnes................................................... Champaign & Logan
Tiverton Timber Tree Farm............................ Coshocton & Monroe
Defiance County SWCD..................................................... Defiance
Dave Orndorf..................... Delaware, Franklin, Marion & Morrow
Deer Haven Ltd. Tree Farm................................................... Fayette
John Dorka.........................................................Franklin & Summit
Fulton County SWCD............................................................Fulton
Mark Hissa............................................................................ Geauga
Greene County SWCD........................................................... Greene
Dennis & Jan Bishop................... Hancock, Henry, Marion & Wood
Duckworth Farms.............................................................. Highland
Richard & Merry Peterson................................................... Hocking
Mark Puhl............................................................................. Hocking
4-J Farm................................................................................. Holmes
Phillip Chase............................................................................. Knox
Southern Ohio Forestland Assn................... Lawrence, Pike & Ross
Chris Hodgson.......................................................................Licking
Lucas County SWCD............................................................... Lucas

Robert Cartwright.............................................................Mahoning
David & Pamela Schatz............................................................ Meigs
Doyle Melick............................................................................ Meigs
Miami County SWCD........................................................... Miami
Mike & Vickie Kilroy......................................Montgomery & Preble
Annette Chavez & Greg Davis......................................Montgomery
Michael Thomas..................................................... Morgan & Noble
William Houk....................................................................... Morrow
Muskingum County SWCD.......................................... Muskingum
Sandusky County SWCD..................... Ottawa, Sandusky & Seneca
Gailen Maxwell..........................................................................Perry
Mike Besonen..............................................................................Pike
Neal Hill Tree Farm............................................................... Portage
Jack & Barbara Sedlak........................................................... Portage
Tish & Ray Nebe.................................................................... Portage
Schulte's Logging................................................................. Putnam
Dave Embree.............................................................................. Ross
Cheryl Kridel........................................................................ Summit
ECOFA............................................................................. Tuscarawas
Union County SWCD............................................................. Union
Vinton County SWCD........................................................... Vinton
Wayne & Lynn Oney.............................................................. Vinton
Warren County SWCD......................................................... Warren
Wayne County SWCD........................................................... Wayne
Walter & Donna Lange....................................................... Williams
Dr. D.P. Smith......................................................................Wyandot

Subscription Form The Ohio Woodland Journal
You may subscribe to The Ohio Woodland Journal for $15.00 per year.
Four issues per year are printed: February, May, August, November

Send a check for $15.00 made out to:
The Ohio Woodland Journal c/o Ohio Forestry Association
1100-H Brandywine Boulevard, Zanesville, Ohio 43701
phone 888-388-7337
Name____________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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Ohio Woodland Journal

Ad Rates

			
Size

Single Insertion Four Insertions

1/8 pg.

$ 55

$ 200

1/4 pg.

$ 80

$ 275

1/2 pg.

$140

$ 450

1 pg.

$275

$ 900

Premium Rates
(inside front cover, inside back cover,
outside back cover)
1/2 pg.

$150

$ 500

1 pg.

$300

$1,000

THE OHIO WOODLAND JOURNAL
Ohio Tree Farm System
1100-H Brandywine Blvd.
Zanesville, OH 43701
Change Service Requested
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