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ALPHA NURSERIES
Species

Size

Type

Price per 1000

Spicebush

12-18"

Seedlings

$600.00

Black Elderberry

12-18''

Seedlings

$520.00

Silver Maple

18-24"

Seedlings

$590.00

Black Walnut

18-24"

Seedlings

$610.00

Silky Dogwood

12-18"

Seedlings

$430.00

Tulip Poplar

18-24"

Seedlings

$680.00

Swamp White Oak

12-18"

Seedlings

$580.00

White Pine

12-18"

Transplants

$700.00

Norway Spruce

16-24"

Transplants

$775.00

Contact us today for complete seedling list!

3737 65th St. • Holland, MI 49423
269-857-7804 • Fax 269-857-8162 • Email: info@alphanurseries.com

www.alphanurseries.com

WITH THE POWER TO GROW
“We produce native trees using our exclusive Root Force TM production system.
It’s your assurance of quality plants, known genotypes, strong roots, and knowledgeable service.
Ask for ‘Root Force TM’ trees and shrubs from Woody Warehouse Nursery.”

Ideal for liners & conservation plantings

•Top quality			
•Fall planting option
•Easy to plant		
•Greater survivability
•Container-grown

•Air-root pruned
•1, 3, 5, 10, & 15 gallon sizes
•Dense, developed root structure
•Native trees & shrubs our specialty

						

sales@woodywarehouse.com

						
						

P.O. Box 259 Lizton, IN 46149-0259
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Adam Conway and father Emmett Conway, Jr. in front of the
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Perspectives
s I am writing this, it is a cold,
snowy, windy winter’s day. The trees
are dormant and seem to be enjoying
their long winter nap as I am enjoying
the warm fire in my wood burner, the
work of so many trees before them. The holidays are over, and
all is peaceful and quiet here on my Tree Farm.

members of Congress and the Senate Finance Committee.
2010 was also a big year for green building certification with
wood products. We secured the support of over one hundred
elected officials at the state and federal levels for strengthening
the role of wood products in green buildings, including wood
from Tree Farms.

This is a good time to plan for the spring activities coming
soon, and as time and weather permit, to do some pruning
of the hardwood trees. For those who produce maple syrup,
it is time to prepare the taps for when the weather gets just
right so everything will be ready to start the process. Bundle
up and take a woodland walk in the snow to get some healthy
exercise and enjoy nature. A beautiful winter wonderland may
be your reward.

Thousands of Tree Farmers nationwide participated in
America’s Great Outdoor Initiative. Due to these efforts,
USDA Secretary Vilsack and others in the Administration are
beginning to recognize the opportunities to better manage
and conserve America’s forests by working with
families like ours.

Some good news for us from the American Forest
Foundation includes the Estate Tax Package that fixes
those issues for the next two years. Many thanks to those
of us who contacted our congressional leaders to help
make this a reality. Also, our work on the Family Farm
Estate Tax Deferral Act secured support of over seventy

Calendar of Events...

Taking in the Sites
By Lee Crocker, Service Forester, ODNR Division of Forestry

http://sawmillingmag.com
Sawmill and Woodlot Management Magazine
http://www.thousandcankerdisease.com
pesticide industry site
http://mda.mo.gov/plants/pests/thousandcankers.php
Missouri Department of Agriculture
http://entomology.ucdavis.edu/news/walnuttwigbeetle.html
University of California Davis Department of Entomology
http://ppdc.osu.edu/
C. Wayne Ellett Plant and Pest Diagnostic Clinic,
Ohio State University
Winter 2011

Janet Sweigart,
Chairperson, Ohio Tree Farm Committee

February 14, 2011
Ohio Invasive Plant Council
annual meeting
Blacklick Woods
Reynoldsburg, Ohio
www.oipc.info
February 19-March 5, 2011
Maple Syrup Madness
Dawes Arboretum
Newark, Ohio
www.dawesarb.org
March 1, 2011
Ohio Woodland, Water, and
Wildlife Conference
Mid-Ohio Conference Center
Mansfield, Ohio
http://woodlandstewards.osu.edu
March 8-9, 2011
Ohio Society of American
Foresters
OSU Columbus
www.ohiosaf.org
March 9, 2011
Wildlife Diversity Conference
Aladdin Shrine Temple
Columbus, Ohio
www.ohiodnr.com/wildlife
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March 18-19, 2011
Ohio Forestry Association
Annual Meeting
Mohican Lodge and
Conference Center
Perrysville, Ohio
www.ohioforest.org
March 25, 2011
Ohio Botanical Symposium
Villa Milano
Columbus, Ohio
http://ohiodnr.
com/?TabId=20259
April 29, 2011
Arbor Day
Your local Tree City USA
Listings of TCUSA at:
www.ohiodnr.com/forestry
March 26, 2011
Forestry Workshop
Camp Michael
Bucyrus, Ohio
www.crawfordswcd.org
Visit
www.ohiowoodlandstewards.osu.edu
for updates on landowner events.
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I

was fortunate while growing up to spend my summers
traveling the continent with my folks. Experiencing the
grasslands, mountains, deserts, and forests of North America
first hand had a lot to do with my interest in botany and
forestry. Besides this, I enjoyed both camping with my scout
troop and constantly rambling in the woods on my own
wherever I happened to be. I learned that freezing winter
camping was not to my liking, but working outside in all
climates and settings was something I longed to do.
After pursuing a forestry degree out west and working in
the field awhile, I came to appreciate two important lessons:
first- forests are dynamic, ever-changing, and disturbance
oriented, and second- people are inextricably tied to the land.
I realized that my dream of working in the inter-mountain
west, far from civilization and human contact was only good
for a taste. Someone owned or used the land, hopefully for
the good, and a forester’s influence was only worth anything
upon human interaction.

We are all landowners, not just because of owning an Ohio
woods or farm or city lot, or even because our taxes are
current and we can enjoy public lands. We are intended to
live on God’s green earth, and our habitation is marvelous.
How we take care of it is our choice. The many benefits we
enjoy from our wooded surroundings are worth discussing
and learning more about, and sharing our appreciation for
them.
I look forward to talking, learning, and sharing with you.
Greg Smith,
Editor, Ohio Woodland Journal
Greg Smith is Information and Education Administrator for
the Ohio Division of Forestry. He assumes the role of Editor of
the Ohio Woodland Journal with this issue.

"It's a Tough World Out There!"

Winter 2011
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Regional Forestry Associations in Ohio
Opportunities:
Interesting Forestry Programs • Knowledgeable Speakers
Monthly Newsletters • Training Sessions • Field Days

East Central Ohio Forestry Association
Jeremy Scherf
2050 East Wheeling Ave.
Cambridge, Ohio 43725-2159
(740) 439-9079

Northwest Ohio Woodland Association
Walt Lange
5893 County Road 3
Swanton, OH 43558
419.825.5792

Killbuck Valley Woodland Interest Group
Bob Romig
3511 Clearview Pl.
Wooster, Ohio 44691
(330) 345-5077

Southeast Ohio Woodland Interest Group
Rory Lewandowski
OSU Extension
280 W. Union Street
Athens, OH 45701
(740) 533-8555

Muskingum River Woodland Interest Group
Bob Daniels
2350 Asbury Chapel Road
Zanesville, Ohio 43701
(740) 787-1854
Northeastern Ohio Forestry Association
James Elze
2145 Merle Road
Salem, Ohio 44460
(330) 337-8974

Winter 2011

West Central Ohio Forestry Association
John Mueller
952 Lima Avenue, Box B
Findlay, Ohio 45840
(419) 424-5004

Southern Ohio Forestland Association
P.J. Gordy
3813 Potts Hill Road
Bainbridge, OH 45612
(740) 634-2470
Southwest Ohio Woodland Owners Association
Pat Migliozzi
777 Columbus Avenue 5-A
Lebanon, Ohio 45036
(513) 932-6836
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Ohio Adds New State Forest and Wildlife Area thanks to public-private partnership
15,494 contiguous acres protected
The project’s partners included American Electric Power (AEP),
The Conservation Fund, The Nature Conservancy, Rockies Express
Pipeline, U.S. Department of Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, U.S. Park Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest
Service, and ODNR’s divisions of Forestry and Wildlife. Non-state
sources comprise 70 percent of the funding needed to purchase the
Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest and Wildlife Area.

O

Former Governor Ted Strickland at Ohio's newest
state forest dedication November 17, 2011.

n a beautiful November day, then Governor Ted Strickland and
Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Director Sean Logan
announced the opening of Ohio’s newest state forest, the 12,089-acre
Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest, as well as the neighboring
3,405-acre Vinton Furnace State Wildlife Area. Together, the two new
conservation areas represent a rare, contiguous block of forestland,
which is home to a wide array of native Ohio flora and fauna,
including a number of endangered species. The site also hosts one
of the most important forest research centers in the country.
“Today’s opening of this great forest is an example of true
private-public collaboration at its strongest,” said Governor
Ted Strickland at the November dedication ceremony. “And
with today’s dedication, Ohio now has more acres of public
land available to more people in more places than ever before.
The Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest and Wildlife
Area represents an innovative model for conservation that will
play a vital role in improving southeast Ohio’s economy while
protecting wildlife and furthering educational research.”
In addition to formally opening the new property,
Governor Strickland and Director Logan applauded several
companies and organizations which contributed the
majority of the funding used to purchase the new forest.
“This is an exciting day for ODNR, our many partners, and all who
benefit from and enjoy Ohio’s forests,” said ODNR Director Sean
Logan. “For the past four years, we have worked with private and
public entities to ensure this amazing forest and all of its features
will bring great value, both economic and environmental, to Ohio.
We could not have done this alone, so I offer my deep thanks
to all those who worked so hard to make this possible.”
Winter 2011

“For over a century, AEP has strongly believed in giving back
to the communities where we live and work,” said Bob Powers,
president of AEP Utilities. “Today, we continue that tradition
through our proud support of the Vinton Furnace Experimental
Forest. Our continued partnership with ODNR and our
ongoing environmental stewardship have helped to provide
Ohioans a protected recreational area for generations to come.”
“In keeping with The Conservation Fund’s goal to preserve our
nation’s working forests, we’re thrilled to support this terrific
effort,” said Dan Sakura, vice president of The Conservation
Fund’s government relations. “We commend Governor
Strickland, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, American
Electric Power, Ohio’s bipartisan congressional delegation,
USDA Forest Service, Rockies Express East, the Forestland
Group and other partners for their vision and leadership to
leave a lasting conservation legacy for future generations.”
“We can heap accolades on this project all we want, and we should,
because we’ve saved one of the last great swaths of Appalachian
forests left in Ohio,” said Josh Knights, executive director of The
Nature Conservancy in Ohio. “But the most important songs
of praise will come in spring, when the cerulean warbler returns
from its winter in South America and sets up a nest here. Its
song will be welcomed by all the other animals that live in this
forest, and by the people who will come here, just to listen.”
“The Vinton Furnace tract represents a major milestone in the
protection of more than 2 million acres of working forest land in
the United States through the Forest Legacy Program,” said Robert
Lueckel, field representative for the USDA Forest Service. “We in the
Forest Service are proud to partner with the state of Ohio and others
to ensure that working forests are a vital part of the Ohio landscape.”
The Vinton Furnace Experimental Forest is one of the most
biologically diverse woodlands in the country and has hosted ongoing forest research for more than 50 years. Located 75 miles
southeast of Columbus, the forest is home to the state’s largest
known population of bobcats, and is also home to black bears,
timber rattlesnakes, cerulean warblers and several rare plant species.
Thanks to ODNR for use of this news release and photo.
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Lumber Ltd.
Grow • Harvest • Replenish
David Hershberger
Timber Procurement

O.F.A. Master Logging Company
Buyers of Standing Timber & Land

330.359.5721

8667 Zuercher Road, Apple Creek, Ohio 44606
"2002 O.F.A. Logger of the Year"

Martin G. Michel,
Registered Consulting Forester
926 County Road 1754 • Ashland, Ohio 44805
419-289-3114 • Toll Free 1-877-266-2200

Subscription Form

The Ohio Woodland Journal
You may subscribe to the Ohio Woodland
Journal for $15.00 per year.

Russell Boreman
4470 W. Old Lincoln Way
Wooster, OH 44691

OFA Master Logging Company

Four issues per year are printed:
February, May, August, November
Send a check for $15.00 made out to:
The Ohio Woodland Journal
c/o Ohio Forestry Association
1100-H Brandywine Boulevard
Zanesville, Ohio 43701
Name_ ______________________________________
Address______________________________________
____________________________________________
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Steven C. Stone

Meadowview Farm

Ohio’s 2011 Tree Farmer of Bythe
Year
Bill Serbonich

“This land will never amount to anything. It should be sold!” said Rolland Desonier, husband of Steve Stone’s heroic mentor and beloved
Aunt Marie in 1954. Now why would a forester suggest that this same exact land be recognized as Ohio’s 2011 Tree Farm of the Year?
Being the consummate educator and passionate tree farmer that Steve Stone is, a wonderful story emerges about this hard scrabble
property in beautiful Athens County surrounded by the Wayne National Forest. Why indeed!
LOVE OF FAMILY & HISTORY OF THE LAND
This property has been in the Stone Family for nearly one
hundred years. Purchased at the turn of the twentieth century
by Steve’s grandfather, the property was a typical southeast Ohio
hill farm surrounded by and impacted from the operations of
the Imperial Coal Mining Company. The farm was support for
a general store business in the mining town of Doanville, and
sustained the family while they raised ten children. Exploitation
of the resources and survival was the name of the game in those
days, with all the coal, timber and farm produce used to support
a growing family and thriving nation. By 1932, all the children
had moved away except for Marie, who loved the land. Later,
Major Marie J. Stone, returning from World War II and world
travels, named the property Meadowview Farm. Upon her
passing in 1968, Steve’s dad took over the farm. In 1970, Steve’s
parents made Meadowview Farm an official Tree Farm with the
American Forest Foundation. When Steve’s mom’s health declined,
necessitating timber harvesting for medical bills, her final wishes
revolved around keeping the farm in the family. Likewise, when
Steve’s brother and dad passed away during the same time period,
his dad’s last words were to “take care of the farm.” This sense of

history, love of family, and responsibility to the land has prompted
Steve to do everything he can to pass the land intact to future
generations with prudent estate planning.
LOVE OF COUNTRY AND COMMUNITY
Meadowview Farm serves as a backdrop for some amazing events
in the Stone family history. Major Marie J. Stone was appointed
to General Dwight D. Eisenhower’s Supreme Allied Command
staff, and was the first military woman into Europe following
D Day. She was known as “Chief Nurse of Europe.” In her
honor, one of Ohio’s first natural areas was donated to the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) by the Stone family,
and is now the 502-acre Marie J. Desonier Natural Area in Athens
County. Steve’s dad, Othmar, served as a Wayne National Forest
Fire Warden for many years and was often sought out by folks
for his knowledge of the forest. Retired Army Colonel Steven C.
Stone has an illustrious military and teaching career in Ohio and
with the Ohio National Guard. Son Major Andy Stone recently
served two tours of duty in Iraq, and daughter Erin McLaughlin
served in the Ohio National Guard. Andy’s wife Tanyah was an
active duty captain with the U.S. Air Force for five years with
several overseas assignments and serves
in the Air Force Reserve. This history
of service extends to the farm itself
as for years Meadowview has hosted
and served as a Reserve Officers’
Training Corps (ROTC) training site.
Land navigation, long marches, night

"It's not about what
you will do with
the land. It's about
what the land is
supposed to do with
you."

Steve Stone

Aunt Marie's Meadow Overlook, in honor of Steve Stone's aunt Marie Desnoier.
Winter 2011
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who will listen, writing and publishing editorials and forestry
articles, and welcoming the community to a magical place that
exemplifies the strength of a family and is a microcosm of the
history of our nation.
On Oct 1, 2011 you are invited to come be a part of this incredible
story as “this land that will never amount to anything” hosts and
welcomes all as Ohio’s 2011 Tree Farm of the Year.
Author Bill Serbonich retired from the Ohio Division of Forestry
as a service forester in southeast Ohio. Bill currently works for the
Natural Resource Conservation Service as a forester in Athens County.

Steve Stone leading a tour of his family Tree Farm
maneuvers, air operations, reconnaissance exercises, orienteering,
and community services have been conducted at the farm and on
the surrounding Wayne National Forest. Training of Ohio State
University ROTC cadets representing the Army and Marines are
an integral part of this tree farm. These cadets always leave with
a better understanding of tree farming and forestry. Meadowview
Farm sponsors a scholarship to the Ohio Forestry Association
Forestry and Wildlife Camp, hosts numerous educational
forestry events, has been recognized as the Athens County Soil
and Water Conservation District (SWCD) Forestry Cooperator
of the Year, hosted an elected officials’ tour, and initiates and
conducts service projects with the Wayne National Forest. Recent
efforts for community service include addressing litter control
by cleaning dumps and trash along regional lands and roads in
cooperation with the Wayne National Forest, Athens County
Health Department, and local law enforcement.
PASSION FOR TREE FARMING
So much has been accomplished by the Stone family on this old
hard-scrabble hill farm: Steve’s memories of planting trees with
his dad, the meticulous plans for the bridge that gives access
to a large part of the forest, countless days cutting grapevines,
girdling trees for crop tree release projects, the riparian corridor
along Monday Creek, the closed canopy sugar maple stands,
pulling Ailanthus seedlings out of the ground on hands and knees,
finally learning that for Ailanthus, only herbicides will work, and
marking boundary lines first with small Tree Farm signs, then with
paint. The family grooms forest trails, salvages fallen timber, and
occasionally sells logs. There are the specialty plantings of chestnut
and non-invasive ornamentals around the house, and the milling
of lumber so as to not waste a single thing from the trees. And
then, the family sharing of the tree farm mission with anyone
Winter 2011

The Ohio Woodland Journal

10

Connecting Kids to Nature
Try this activity in a forest—a natural place to learn!
For over 30 years, Project Learning Tree® has used the forest as a “window” to help young
people gain an awareness of the world around them and their place within it. Blending a
walk in the forest with a fun and engaging PLT activity creates a powerful learning experience
for children of all ages. Here’s one idea from PLT that introduces the concept of seasons.

Early Childhood Activity 6: Evergreens in Winter
Evergreen trees offer a sensory overload! Through these experiences, children will touch,
smell, see, hear, and taste the season of winter. Consider trying these experiences yearround in areas with or without snow.
Doing the Activity
Bundle up and enjoy a stroll around your yard, neighborhood, local park, or evergreen
forest. On your winter walks, try the following:
• Stop and listen to the sounds of winter (e.g., wind
or snow under feet). Ask: How does our walk sound,
smell, or look different from the last time we
walked? What is the same?

OHIO TREE FACT

• Search on the ground for cones. Invite children to collect
cones and sort them by size, shape, weight, or kind.

• Lie down under evergreens, and look up
through the branches. Talk about the visible
patterns, and experience the way evergreens
provide shelter from wind, rain, and snow.
• Paint with evergreens
by gathering several
pine needles into
a bundle to form a
paintbrush.

Winter Treats
Mix one part peanut butter
(or suet, if available) with
five parts corn meal and
pack the mixture into
the crevices of a large
pinecone. This Audubonapproved, all-season
mixture will attract
woodpeckers, chickadees,
titmice, and warblers.

Once back inside,
prepare and enjoy some
hot tea or cocoa, and remind children that these tasty treats
also come from trees! Plan to visit the trees again in the spring to
look for new growth.

www.plt.org

• Search for animal homes in deciduous (nonevergreen) trees. Nests and holes should be more
visible now. Look for evidence of ways animals
survive in winter.

Though not evergreens, Ohio’s
maple trees are tapped for
syrup in the wintertime,
producing over 100,000
gallons annually. It takes 3545 gallons of sap to produce
one gallon of maple syrup!

Adapted from Activity 6: Evergreens in Winter from Project Learning Tree’s Environmental Experiences for Early Childhood guide.

Discover how PLT can help you teach… from nature!
• Attend a workshop near you to receive PLT activity guides, ideas, and materials.
• Contact your Ohio PLT State Coordinator: Sue Wintering, plt@dnr.state.oh.us or 614-265-6657.

Winter 2011
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TREE TALK with BRIAN RILEY
A Diamond in the Rough
So you think you know a beech tree
when you see it, huh? Always with smooth,
bright-gray bark, presenting itself from a mile away
and usually defiled with some vandal’s graffiti carved
into its trunk, forever professing that Willie is smitten by
Kate or something of the sort. This correlation often comes
to the forefront of our collective minds whenever we think of
American beech (Fagus grandifolia). The fact of the matter is
that above all else, the classic American beech is defined by its
light, smooth bark, practically begging to be vandalized. Many
consider it a shame that anyone would want to permanently scar
a tree with so much character and wish there was
an equally striking beech available that would
not lend itself well to that sort of reprehensible
action. Having said this, I am pleased to inform
you that there is now an exception to the rule.

Usually the word “mutant” carries with it a negative
connotation – something hideous – but in this case, it is an
attractive genetic abnormality unlike anything ever seen in
beech. Aside from the unique bark pattern throughout the
entire tree, this freak of nature is taxonomically identical to
the typical American beech found in woodlands throughout
the eastern half of the United States. Being enamored by its
beckoning bark, I could not help but wonder if others would
see as much potential in this tree as I did. After two years
of thinking about what I had encountered, I decided in early
2003 to attempt something that is usually not done by anyone

In March 2001, like most college students
out on spring break, I was traveling around
Ohio looking at trees in parks, cemeteries,
arboretums, state forests, and other places of the
sort to observe and learn all I could pertaining
to dendrology. On one balmy late winter day,
while driving around the beautiful grounds of
Ferncliff Cemetery & Arboretum in Springfield
in Clark County, I made a discovery that took
on a life of its own, forever changing the way
I think of and look at the iconic American
beech. What I had unwittingly stumbled
upon was a most striking form of this species,
with shallowly cracked bark forming distinct
diamond-shaped patterns throughout the tree,
evident down to twigs 1-1.5 cm thick. Due to
this disguise, I did not realize that I was actually
looking at a mutated American beech, a tree
that originated at the site as a wild seedling and
could not have been much more than a modest
sapling when Ferncliff Cemetery was chartered
in 1863. After a few weeks of cross-referencing
this tree with all of the other species of beech
worldwide, I came to the conclusion that it
was, in fact, a never-before-seen form of our
native American beech.
Diamondbark American Beech - photo courtesy of author.
Winter 2011
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Service Forester, ODNR Division of Forestry & Area 1 Tree Farm Chair

outside the horticultural profession: I was going to introduce a
registered cultivar (short for cultivated variety) for worldwide
distribution, thus forever protecting its genetic identity! It
would be an entirely new experience for me, but my mind was
made up and I was determined to make it happen.
Of course, a great cultivar needs an equally great name. Given that
this particular American beech is distinct, in that its bark cracks
into conspicuous diamond-shaped patterns throughout the
entire tree, meant that Diamondbark was the only logical choice.
In order to protect every unique aspect of this new selection and
to eliminate the prospect of pseudomark infringements, Stan
Spitler, Superintendent of Ferncliff Cemetery & Arboretum,
filed to make “Diamondbark American Beech” a registered
trademark of the association. The trademark application was
approved by the United States Patent and Trademark Office in
2007, allowing this new cultivar to carry with it the trademark
insignia and making it illegal for others to market any plant
under that name without the consent of Ferncliff Cemetery &
Arboretum.
If you are wondering why the bark formation of this new
selection differs from its widely distributed beech brethren, I
regret to say that there is no simple answer to this question. The
best explanation I can give you at this time is based on what
is known about bark behavior in general. The bark of typical
American beech is relatively soft due to its low concentration
of lignin, a substance that helps provide strength to the woody
tissue of trees. As a result, normal beech exhibits the smooth
bark that we are all familiar with. Diamondbark American
Beech™, however, is a bit different. It is presumed that
this cultivar naturally produces more lignin than the typical
American beech, causing its bark tissue to become harder than
what is normally seen in the species. This hardening process is
known as sclerification. And as the tree grows, the abnormally
hard bark of Diamondbark American Beech™ builds up and
begins to form stress fractures that are not seen in straight
American beech. These fissures, arranged in a predominately
vertical fashion, criss-cross to form diamond-shaped patterns
evident from the bottom of the trunk to the most slender of
twigs. This genetic abnormality sets Diamondbark American
Beech™ apart as a horticultural gem, and goes to show that
bark is anything but boring.

Winter 2011

Personal bias aside, Diamondbark American Beech™ is arguably
one of the most unique cultivars in distribution because very few
plants are selected for their atypical bark characteristics. The bark
of Diamondbark American Beech™ most closely resembles that
of mature serviceberry (Amelanchier sp.), but even this comparison
is a bit of a stretch. Unlike most cultivars, Diamondbark
American Beech™ shows its elegant character year-round. This
aesthetically appealing trait would seemingly make it an excellent
candidate for homeowners to plant in their yards. Unfortunately,
it can only be successfully cloned by grafting twig cuttings onto
American beech understock, which is intolerant of adverse soil
conditions, limiting its potential as an urban tree. But for those
areas lucky enough to have the rich, loam soils that beech requires,
Diamondbark American Beech™ is being produced clonally in
both large and small nurseries and arboretums alike across America
and as far away as England and Germany. Distribution will most
certainly continue as word spreads of the one and only attractive
yet “vandal-proof ” beech known in existence. Not bad for a tree
that was unrecognized until 2001.
As with anything worthwhile, this project was by no means an
easy undertaking. The self-imposed burden on me was greatly
reduced by the experts and good friends who have guided me
nearly every step of the way throughout this endeavor, including
Dr. T. Davis Sydnor of The Ohio State University; Barry L.
Weber, retired Columbus City Arborist; and Rich Larson, plant
propagator with the Dawes Arboretum in Newark, Ohio. Also, I
have to thank Dr. Gerry Moore of the Brooklyn Botanical Garden
for submitting my cultivar description column for publication
in the March 2010 edition of HortScience (Volume 45, Issue
3), as well as Kelly Baggett and Dave Carey at the Delaware
U.S. Forest Service lab for taking care of the vulnerable young
grafts despite having more than enough test trees of their own to
look after. Last but not least, this project would not have been
possible had it not been for my good friend Stan Spitler and his
dedicated staff who joined me in my quest to share this one-ofa-kind tree with the rest of the world. Thanks to the efforts and
hard work put forth by the aforementioned individuals, I hereby
declare “mission accomplished”!
AUTHOR’S NOTE: This article is dedicated to Marjorie R.
Skinner (1917-2010) – thank you Grandma for the many years of
love, laughter and life lessons you shared with us all.

The Ohio Woodland Journal

13

F&W

Forestry Services, Inc.
Providing forest management, consulting, timber
sales, and real estate services to Ohio landowners.
Peter Gayer, RF

84 E. 2nd St.
Chillicothe, OH 45601
(740) 779-3917 • pgayer@fwforestry.com
Offices in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi,
New York, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Virginia
International Offices in Brazil and Uruguay
www.FWFORESTRY.com
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Woods & Wildlife

John Rockenbaugh,
Wildlife Specialist – Union SWCD
Ohio Tree Farm 2174

Viewing Wildlife On-Demand!

Some folks expect to see wildlife whenever they look up…
Across Ohio
It’s an understandable extension of today’s culture – wanting to
view wildlife, or anything, on-demand! A common lament from
landowners and residents is that they do not see wildlife when they
want to. After all, we live in an otherwise instantaneous electronic
world of fulfilled requests.
So where’s the wildlife?
Quality Habitat 101
Fortunately for wildlife
A function of management,
and for us, that’s not how
it works! Wildlife lives and Ohio’s Tree Farms will provide
dies in an ever-increasingly wildlife adequate:
less-wild world of human · Food
encroachment. To a · Water
point, wildlife adapts. · Shelter and
Remember it’s this inherent · Space, in a
wildness that allows wild · Suitable arrangement…
populations to continue. · Throughout the seasons.
In all cases, quality wildlife
habitat precedes wildlife
populations. Creating and
sustaining quality habitat is hard work. Ohio’s Tree Farmers fully
understand this.

Sizing Things Up
Try to comprehend all of the requirements of wildlife and view
those wild needs on a “landscape scale”. That is, instead of wondering
why every desired species does not appear in the backyard, or along
the driveway, know that many are safely appearing somewhere
within a mile or two radius of your property. Don’t become confused
by field guides stating that certain species are nocturnal. Guides often
fail to mention that species are primarily nocturnal. Nocturnal
wildlife appearing during the day is not as unusual as it once was.
Why? Because in some places, concentrated wildlife populations
must compete for less and less food, shelter, and space. Too,
try to fully appreciate
the fact that if there are
no lethal consequences
to wildlife’s day-time
appearances… then
why not appear daily?
The key log remains the
presence, or the absence,
of effective wildlife
habitats.

The Mating Game
Often, the best time to catch glimpses of wildlife is during specific
mating seasons when reproduction hormones desperately override
instinctive wariness. For example, wandering love-sick skunks, their
subsequent road kills – and the associated scent, is often experienced
from around Valentines Day through March. White-tailed deer
become more viewable in the fall as the urge to breed carelessly
drives them into higher visibility and into collisions with our motor
vehicles. Songbirds, motivated by photo-periodism, become more
visible and auditory in spring and summer. But what may appear
to be thoughtlessness is actually the primal investment-risk that
must be successfully transacted in order to ensure continuations
of their kind – whatever the risks.

Human-Wildlife Conflict Potential
Ironically, wildlife populations can reach human conflict levels.
Again, the solitary striped skunk may be fun to observe during
a March snow; but a family of six, exiting from beneath a deck
during a June cook-out, fails to hold crowds. Invariably, humanwildlife conflicts result from extended wildlife families fulfilling
their pressing needs. Another factor: the inadvertent trespass of
human boundaries by inexperienced yearlings as they awkwardly
try to gainfully disperse into unfamiliar turf.

Life Span
In the context of our own life spans, wildlife leads a fleeting life
of birth, reproduction, and death. What one wildlife generation
discovers, experiences, and adapts-to, is – or can be, quite different
for their descendents.

Summary
Even in high quality habitats, it is unrealistic to expect to view
diverse wildlife species on-demand. Be patient. If still unsatisfied,
one may consider purchasing an annual zoo membership.

Wildlife Questions…1-800-WILDLIFE
Ohio Division of Wildlife Website: wildohio.com

“The fresh tracks of three deer, clear in yesterday’s snow, pass through our woods. I follow the tracks backward and find a cluster of three
beds, clear of snow…”
– Aldo Leopold
Winter 2011
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Project Learning Tree
Marks 30 Years in Ohio
Over 20,000 Ohio educators with environmental education training
By Greg Smith, ODNR Division of Forestry

For an Ohio buckeye seed, thirty years of growth produces a young tree, with
well-established roots and an actively growing crown. Likewise, the Ohio branch
of the award-winning environmental education program Project Learning Tree
(PLT) has grown over thirty years. And like an Ohio buckeye tree, its environmental benefits are far reaching.
“PLT equips educators of all levels using the framework of trees and forests to
teach a wide range of subjects,” said Sue Wintering, PLT Coordinator, ODNR
Division of Forestry. “Children in Ohio are more aware of their natural world, and
the many environmental and economic benefits of healthy forests, thanks to PLT.”
International in scope, Project Learning Tree was developed and is continuously
improved by educators, foresters, and other environmental professionals. Recent
additions to the traditional kindergarten through high school lessons include
an early childhood learning strategy and the Forests of the World high school
module. Ohio educators were instrumental in the development and initial use
of both programs launched this year.
Over the past thirty years, over 20,000 Ohio educators, natural resource professionals, and other leaders of learners have attended one-day PLT sessions or
multiple day facilitator leadership workshops. PLT activity lessons have recently
been correlated to state teaching standards for science and social studies.
“PLT gives young people of all ages a whole new way to understand their world,”
said Michael Stewart, ten-year environmental educator with the Miami County
Park District and retired 30 year teacher with Springfield Schools, recognized as
the PLT Ohio’s 2010 Outstanding Educator. “The students thrive on PLT because
it is hands-on, interesting, and gets them thinking at a higher level.”
Among those given special recognition for their support of PLT and outdoor
education at the annual banquet and training held recently at the Columbus Zoo
was Janet Sweigart, Chair of the Ohio Tree Farm Committee.
PLT is used by 15 Ohio colleges and universities as part of their teaching methods
classes or in special workshop courses. An on-line graduate-level leadership workshop for facilitators is offered through the Miami University iDiscovery program.
For workshop, as well as PLT program information and state correlations, visit http://
www.dnr.state.oh.us/tabid/5119/Default.aspx.

Winter 2011

The Ohio Woodland Journal

16

By Adam Conway, Superior Hardwoods of Ohio

Adam and Emmett Conway in the West Atrium of the OSU Thompson Library. Note the uniformity of the wood panels.

The history of the State of Ohio can not only be read in the

bound pages on shelves lining Ohio State University’s Main (or
Thompson) Library walls, but in the wood grain between the
annual growth rings of its hardwood veneer paneled corridors
and doorways, along the thousands of lineal feet of solid wood
molding and trim, and across the surface of the quarter sawn
tables in the main reading room.
Throughout the world’s lumber and veneer business, Ohio
is known for its high quality white oak. It is estimated that
Ohio’s forests grow approximately 180 million board feet of

Adam Conway's son Raleigh standing with the 324 year old white oak log from a
Licking County farm in 2004. Wood from this tree inspired the use of white oak for the
renovation of the OSU Thompson Library.

Winter 2011

new white oak timber annually. Climate, soil, and average
temperatures combine to produce ideal environments for the
species’ consistent growth. Sometimes, Mother Nature outdoes
herself. The trick is to know it when you see it.
In 1941, after receiving a forestry degree from “the school up
north”, my grandfather began work as a forest ranger in the Zaleski
State Forest. At the end of 1949, the Division of Forestry would
be separated from the Ohio Agricultural Experiment Station
(OAES), a part of The Ohio State University, and become part
of the new Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR).
Not looking forward to the politics of the new department, my
grandfather took an offer to be part of the expanding Department
of Forest Research, within the OAES. His job, at the request
of State Forester Mr. Ovid Alderman, would be to compile an
“extensive timber inventory of all the existing state forests.”
Grandpa had documented that he would ultimately walk over five
hundred miles on cardinal directions and sample one-fifth acre
plots at 30 chain intervals. His job was complete by December
1950, and his inventories are still referenced by ODNR today
to evaluate growth rates and timber management practices.
Grandpa’s later years were spent working on his Christmas tree
farms, traveling the world with grandma, and lecturing all who
would gather to hear stories of Ohio’s natural history.
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My grandparents raised six children to respect and appreciate
the outdoors. My father grew up hunting grouse in the same
southeastern Ohio forestlands his dad had managed decades
before. In the 1970’s, after receiving his bachelor’s degree at
Ohio University, Dad started in the lumber business with a
logging crew and small circle mill. He often worked with my
grandfather, who continued to write his memoirs as “The Olde
Forester” and manage timber privately for many years after
leaving the Division of Forestry. In the 1980’s, my father began
manufacturing and exporting white oak to Japan. In the late
1980’s, the Nagoya Castle’s floor was replaced with solid oak cut
from our mills in Ohio. International markets were opening
up, and the worldwide appetite for American hardwoods had
established itself permanently.
In the late 1980’s and early 1990’s, I attended The Ohio State
University and studied in the very library “stacks” we would one
day have the opportunity to help transform. After graduation
and four years with an international lumber trading firm, my
wife and I returned to Ohio to join the family business my father
created almost thirty years prior. Today, our family has four
modern band mills in Ohio. We have imported finished wood
products, exported our products, and worked with architects,
distributors, and manufacturers in almost every facet of the
industry. We have worked in cooperation with the ODNR
Division of Wildlife to open 2,500 acres of our private land for
public hunting and recreation, and were proudly the first Forest

Legacy Program participant in Ohio with one of our properties
along the Muskingum River. We manage land and harvest
timber in Ohio, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Kentucky, and
recently earned Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Chain-ofCustody certification from the Rainforest Alliance’s SmartWood
program. We have been actively involved with the Ohio Forestry
Association longer than I can remember, invested in education
programs for youth in schools, and staff professional foresters to
service company programs and provide information on timber
management related questions to the general public. It would
be the sum of these three generations of experience that would
make our relationship with the Thompson Library project so
personally and completely rewarding.
The week before Christmas in 2004, a severe ice storm blanketed
central Ohio. Thousands of trees were lost as tops collapsed
under the weight of the ice. That winter, a local Licking County
farmer decided to salvage the damaged timber he had on his
farm and hired a local logging company to select cut his trees.
I was called to buy the harvested white oak, red oak, walnut,
cherry, and poplar.
Annually, we process thousands of white oak logs in our Ohio
sawmills. That cold, snow covered day, I walked up to the most
perfect white oak log I had ever seen, the kind of log you see
in the distance and you don’t quite get your truck into park
before the door opens and your left boot hits the ground. The
texture was soft and even, the color was
light pink under a fresh cut, the heart
was centered on both ends, and it would
be forty three feet to the first limb. This
was the tree you hear about, but never
see. A five inch cross section of the log,
cut twelve feet up from the base, is still
in our barn. We would later determine
that the tree had been a sapling in the
year 1680. The cross section showed
324 years of Ohio’s history in its growth
rings. This was not a log to be shipped
overseas. This was something special.
The quarter and rift sawn lumber from
the tree was kept together and continues
its life as flooring and fine furniture in
a private residence in Granville, Ohio,
not more than ten miles from where it
stood for more than three centuries in
the forest.

It would be a two foot long, half-finished
piece of quarter sawn lumber from this
Emmett Conway, Jr. explains how to prevent wood from bending at the new shelves built for Special tree that I would find myself holding in
Collections. Tom Shuman, Forest Manager Zaleski State Forest, Bob Boyles, acting Chief and State the office of architect George Acock two
Forester, ODNR Division of Forestry and Adam Conway look on.
years later. I’ll never forget his expression
Winter 2011
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who walked the Zaleski
tract we were cutting and
shared his knowledge of
the forest with myself
and OSU graduate and
Zaleski State Forest
Manager Tom Shuman.
These professionals and
others like them serve
as curators as much as
protectors of Ohio’s
natural resources.

as he looked at the piece of
wood now on his table. He
knew it when he saw it. Mr.
Acock asked of its origin
and invited me to look at a
project they were proposing.
As the illustrations began to
unroll, it was immediately
apparent that he was working
on the Thompson Library,
and had sketched his vision
of the Main Reading Room.
Hearing his passion for the
project was one of the most
inspiring conversations I’ve
ever experienced. I’m sure he
had no idea of his influence.

We purchased a bid tract
of timber in the Zaleski
State Forest from the
ODNR in 2007. This
was a tract of timber my
grandfather would have
It would be another year
cruised and inventoried
before the award for the trim
more than sixty years
package would be granted and
prior. Consistency of
almost a year after that before
color and texture were a
the lumber, veneer, and panels
priority for the millwork
would be needed. After
company and architect.
meeting with Doug Mock
The timber would be
of Mock Woodworking, and
perfect for the library
convincing him to give us a
project as most of the
chance to supply the white
white oak in this tract
oak, we began preparation
grew on the northern
for the selection of material.
White
Oak,
Zaleski
State
Forest.
This
tree
was
harvested
for
the
slopes of the hillside.
Mr. Mock’s woodworking
Thompson Library remodelling project.
Trees tend to grow slower
company in Zanesville,
and more evenly on the
Ohio has a long history of
northern slopes since they are exposed to less sunlight.
exceptional architectural millwork installations. Public libraries,
federal courthouses, large retail, and other commercial projects
Only white oak (Quercus alba) would be selected. More than
routinely receive awards for Mock’s outstanding manufacturing,
60,000 board feet of logs would be hand-picked to produce
installation, or design features. The Thompson Library would
material for the solid trim and molding. The first cuts from the
be no different. It would truly be a pleasure to partner with
quarters of the largest logs would later become the solid eight
such an accomplished staff and organization.
inch wide components of the fifteen foot long tables in the Main
Reading Room. All of the lumber was cut in our McArthur,
Ohio State University has always worked closely with the Ohio
Ohio sawmill. The material was then dried to eight percent
Department of Natural Resources. From the beginning, we
moisture at Industrial Timber and Lumber’s Dry Kiln facility,
knew the Thompson Library deserved to have its panels and
also in McArthur. The greatest challenge would be selecting
solids cut from trees grown on lands managed in our Ohio
the logs to be taken to Universal Veneer, Inc. in Newark, Ohio
State Forest system. Purchases of ODNR timber spread
for slicing and clipping. More than 300,000 square feet of
benefits throughout the state as large portions of the proceeds
veneer was produced for the project. We received floor by floor
from sales are returned directly to the local communities and
layouts from the engineers at Mock to sequence the blue print
school systems. Not only would the proximity of the resource
matched panels. All of the panels were expertly laid out and
and manufacturing help qualify for LEED green construction
assembled at Custom Plywood, Inc. in New Albany, Indiana.
credits, but these were public lands that had been cared for and
carefully managed for generations by dedicated state foresters
The first set of drawings we received was for the eleventh floor.
and officials. Foresters, like 28 year veteran and now ODNR
The room’s 360 degree views south to downtown Columbus,
Division of Forestry Acting Chief and State Forester Bob Boyles,
Winter 2011
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east across the Oval, and west and north to the Horseshoe
and campus almost draw you outward in anticipation
to one of the bay windows as you exit the elevator. The
best veneer from two of our highest quality logs were
used to complete the paneling on the eleventh floor.
Each is sequenced clockwise as you move around the
room. The specification of “comb grain” rift white oak
veneer, the height of the room, and the angle of the walls
meant that we would have to select the perfect trees for
the layout. Most of the panels had to be matched and
sequenced between 11 and 12 feet tall. The trees had to
be cut perfectly, because the knife on the quarter round
slicer at the veneer mill measured only 12 feet 4 inches.
The entire job would be this complex.
Floor by floor, we would receive the drawings and select
the veneer from logs yielding the most consistent balance
for the room or corridor. Logs were sliced with different
techniques to yield different effects in the appearance Left to Right Tom Shuman, Bob Boyles, Emmett Conway and Adam Conway admire
of the veneer. Room 202 respects the historic original the new white oak desks. New wall panels and the original door frames are visible in
design of the library with quarter sliced veneer and the background
quarter sawn solids for molding and trim. Other areas
These panels are composed of veneer from five trees cut highest
reflect more modern design with clean lines of slip matched rift
on the hill at the Zaleski tract. The texture is a little more “hard”,
cut veneer on curved panels. Ironically, one of the final corridors
as the trees had seen more weather over the last century than
completed now serves as a backdrop for the Hall of Presidents.
those growing protected and lower in the valleys. Their history
can be read if you look closely between the growth rings. From
a distance, the panels blend seamlessly.
The countless historians, architects, designers, contractors,
state foresters, millwork companies, dry kiln operators, veneer
manufacturers, custom plywood manufacturers, timber crew
operators, and every employee of Superior Hardwoods of Ohio,
Inc. walked a little taller those days we used our skills for the new
library. We all seemed to have some reason to give of ourselves,
not to an individual, but to something more profound: to pay
respect to this larger shadow that, for many of us, had once stood
tall over our shoulders as we passed through those most critical few
years of discovery. We knew the results of our work would remain
long after we had passed, and that maybe students and alumni
walking its corridors would find some inspiration and irreversible
pride that comes from forever being an Ohio State Buckeye.
Adam Conway is Vice President of Superior Hardwoods of Ohio, Inc.
based out of Wellston, Ohio. He is a 1995 Ohio State University
graduate with a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics, and lives with his
wife and two sons in Granville.
Photos courtesy of ODNR Division of Forestry and the author.
Learn more about the Thompson Library and the recent renovations
on the web at http://library.osu.edu/about/locations/thompson-library/
and click “About Thompson.”
Winter 2011
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Leaﬁng Out

Scott Costello
Costello Forestry Consulting

White Oak – Quercus alba
White oak is one of the most common and important oaks
throughout the eastern United States. It can be found on
all but the wettest and driest sites, but develops best on well
drained mid to lower slopes. From a timber standpoint, white
oak, Quercus alba, is the most preferred of the white oak
group, which also includes species such as bur oak, chinkapin
oak, swamp white oak, chestnut oak, and post oak in Ohio.
White oak is a large sized tree with an average mature height
of 80 to 100 feet in Ohio. It is not uncommon for a mature
white oak to live 200 to 300 years and attain a trunk diameter
of 36 to 48 inches. Trees as old as 600 years have been documented.
White oak is generally a slow growing tree, averaging 1 to 1.5
inches of diameter growth per decade for young trees and closer to 2 inches per decade for sawtimber sized trees. However,
on good soils where stands are thinned, growth can be doubled
to around 4 inches per decade. White oak is generally considered to be intermediate in shade tolerance. As trees age they
tend to become less tolerant of shade. Understory white oak
trees have the ability to persist and survive for many years, but
usually have extremely slow growth and become suppressed.
Suppressed trees generally show very little response to release,
unlike more shade tolerant species such as sugar maple. It
is sometimes possible to find both large sawtimber and pole
sized white oaks in a single stand that are very close in age.

Acorn			

		

Leaf

White oak has an alternate branching pattern with simple
leaves that are generally 4 to 8 inches long. The leaves have
multiple rounded lobes. Like all of the white oak sub-genus,
the lobes lack the bristle tips characteristic of the red oak subgenus. They are usually a dark green above and lighter below. Some trees display a deep scarlet color in fall. White oak
twigs are reddish-brown and have small round clustered terminal buds. The bark is whitish-gray forming large scaly plates
on older trees. Some mature white oaks develop large white
smooth patches due to a relatively harmless bark fungus.
Like most oaks, white oak has typical non-showy flowers that
appear at about the time of leaf emergence. Medium sized
acorns take only one year to develop, ripening in the fall and
usually germinating shortly after dropping. Acorns are roughly one inch long with a cap covering about one quarter of the
nut. They are highly prized by deer, turkey, squirrel, and black
bear. Good acorn crops occur at irregular intervals and usually
don’t develop until trees are about 50 years old, although open
grown trees can start producing at about 20 years old. Large
over-mature trees usually have greatly reduced acorn production. It has been reported that acorn production is highly correlated to weather during and following flower pollination in
the spring.
White oak is a major component for hardwood lumber production encompassing about 15 percent of the entire market.
Although several oak species are lumped into “white oak” for
lumber use, Quercus alba is the most desirable and valuable. Quality white oak lumber
is used for fine furniture, millwork, cabinets,
stairs, flooring, and caskets. The highest value lumber results when rift or quarter sawn.
The highest quality logs are used for veneer
and often exported to Europe and Asia. The
wood is very strong, durable, and decay resistant. It is used locally for railroad ties,
mine timbers, fence boards, and truck and
trailer beds. White oak wood, unlike the
red oak sub-species, forms tyloses blocking
the vessels which makes it water-tight. As a
result, it is exclusively used for tight cooperage to make staves for whiskey or bourbon
barrels and wine casks.

Twig with rounded buds
Winter 2011
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White oak makes an excellent shade tree in parks and large
yards. When open grown, it forms a wide rounded crown. It
prefers well-drained neutral to slightly acidic soils. White oak
is susceptible to a number of defoliators such as gypsy moth, orange-striped oak worm, and walking sticks. It is also sometimes
affected by jumping oak leaf gall and the two-lined chestnut
borer. Problems can also arise from Armillaria and Phytophora
root fungal diseases. Generally none of these damaging agents
alone cause mortality, but trees stressed by drought or by a combination of these factors, can be killed. Pockets of white oak
mortality have been frequently occurring throughout Ohio.
The current Ohio co-champion white oaks are located in Mahoning and Athens counties. The Mahoning County tree is
over 89 inches in diameter and 90 feet tall. The Athens County
white oak is about 87 inches in diameter and 93 feet tall. The
current national champion white oak is located in Brunswick,
Virginia. It is 86 feet tall with has a trunk diameter over 99
inches.

McArthur, OH
Wellston, OH

Cambridge, OH
Parkersburg, WV

Manufacturers and
Exporters of Fine Hardwood Lumber
and Logs

Literature:
Rogers, Robert. Quercus alba . USDA Forest Service – Silvics
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Buyers of Standing Timber,
Sawlogs and Veneer
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Richard J. Preston, Jr., North American Trees. 4th edition, Iowa
State University Press, Ames 1989.
The National Register of Big Trees, American Forests,
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state.oh.us/Home/bigtrees/default/tabid/4806/Default.aspx
Photos courtesy of Virginia Tech Department of Forest Resources and Environmental Conservation.
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forest health
Monitoring Our Walnuts

By Lisa Bowers, Forest Health, ODNR Division of Forestry

W

hat might be in store for another of our native trees
in Ohio? The eastern black walnut, Juglans nigra, needs
our attention. This native tree, valued for its timber and
nuts, is found in our forests and residential areas. Recently
in Tennessee, eastern black walnut trees were found to be
infested with Thousand Cankers Disease of black walnut
(TCD). TCD infestations were confirmed in late July
2010 in four counties around Knoxville. This was the first
discovery of this disease in the native range of eastern black
walnut. Based on the level of deterioration of the infested
trees, experts suspect that TCD has been in Tennessee for
several years. However, it is too soon to be certain how this
disease may act in the native range of eastern black walnut.

Dead walnut twig showing the exit holes of the mature walnut
twig beetle. A single four foot block of walnut was found
to contain more than 20,000 beetles.

fungal spores are then introduced into the bark. The fungus
causes distinctive circular or oblong dead areas called cankers
in the bark and eventually kills the cambium. Tree symptoms
progress from yellowing foliage to brown wilted foliage and
then branch mortality. With a close look, you may be able
to see the tiny circular entrance and exit holes created by the
beetles on dead and dying branches. There may also be signs
of cracking on the bark near the areas of the cankers. Experts
say that it takes many years of continuous feeding to deliver
enough fungus to kill the tree. Once crown symptoms begin
to appear, death of the tree may occur within three years.
Tennessee infestation discovered July 2010.
This area around Knoxville is the first known
infestation of TCD east of Colorado.

The walnut twig beetle, Pityophthorus juglandis and the
newly identified fungus, Geosmithia morbida are the causes of
this disease. Both of these are only known to occur on walnut
species. The walnut twig beetle is thought to be native to
Arizona walnut (Juglans major) in the southwestern United
States and Mexico, and not to our eastern black walnut.
But, as we have learned with other pests and diseases, the
beetle and the fungus can be transported. Adult twig beetles
carry fungal spores when they are constructing galleries. The

The best line of defense is early detection. The ODNR
Division of Forestry, Ohio State University Extension,
and the Ohio Department of Agriculture have formed
a Task Force Group to determine the best techniques to
combat the problem if Thousand Cankers Disease arrives
in Ohio. If your eastern black walnut has these symptoms
and you suspect that it may have TCD, contact the Ohio
Department of Agriculture, Ohio Division of Forestry,
or an OSU Extension Office for assistance. Samples can
also be submitted to the Ohio Plant & Pest Diagnostic
Clinic located in Reynoldsburg at the Ohio Department of
Agriculture headquarters.

Map courtesy of the U.S. Department of Agriculture
Photo courtesy of Whitney Cranshaw, Colorado State University
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Walnut twig beetle (Pityophthorus juglandis). The pencil
points to the beetle in its gallery. The beetle’s small size
makes diagnosis extremely difficult.

Thousand Cankers Disease: A Red Alert for Walnut
by Skip Morglia, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and David Boyt, Missouri Walnut Council

The native range of eastern black walnut
is shown in the lighter shaded area. Dark
coloring represents the native range of four
western Juglans spp. Western states have
years of TCD infestation noted. Eastern black
walnut has been commonly planted throughout
the western U.S. but it is not depicted on
this map. Previous to the discovery of TCD in
Tennessee, Colorado was the eastern most
known infestation in the U.S.

Winter 2011

The American chestnut tree is gone, we’ve lost most of our urban elm and
many of our forest butternut trees, ash is in rapid decline, and now we
stand to lose our black walnut trees, as well. Just two years ago, researchers
discovered that a sudden decline in eastern black walnut (Juglans nigra)
in Colorado was due to a combination of the Walnut Twig Beetle and
a previously unknown fungus which infested trees by the hundreds of
thousands, causing cankers and cutting off the flow of nutrients. With
a mortality rate near one hundred percent, what is the prognosis if the
disease moves into black walnut’s native range? According to Whitney
Cranshaw, professor of bioagricultural science and pest management at
the University of Colorado, “Based on the patterns seen in the West,
such a colonization could very possibly develop into an uncontrollable
outbreak. This may ultimately have the potential to destroy black walnut
in its native range.
“It is critically important that fresh cut logs from walnut harvested in the
western states never be allowed to move outside the area where thousand
cankers currently is present,” said Cranshaw. “Movement of a single
log with live beetles can be the initial source of an outbreak that could
ultimately devastate black walnut in uninfested areas. Woodworkers,
lumber yards, tree removal services, and firewood distributors are
among the key groups that need to be provided information on this
new disease.”
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The beetles are tiny—about 1/16 inch -- smaller than a
grain of rice, but they make up for their size with numbers.
Researchers have found as many as 20,000 beetles in a fourfoot section of a small walnut log. In late April and early May,
they fly to walnut twigs and tunnel under bark where they
mate and lay eggs. The larvae tunnel through the tree and
chew their way out as adults. By themselves, the beetles cause
only minor damage to the walnut trees. The fungus they
bring with them infects the tunnels, killing the cambium layer
of the tree, and cutting off the food supply. The tree literally
starves to death. The dead cambium forms cankers, which
gives the disease its name. The fungus is so deadly to black
walnut trees that it has been named Geosmithia morbida.
The first physical symptom of the disease is a tiny entry hole in
the outer bark of a branch or twig. Unfortunately, both beetle
and entry hole are too small for detection without a magnifying
lens. After infection, some of the foliage in the upper branches
turns yellow at the tips and thins out. By the time these visible
symptoms appear, the disease has progressed to the point where
the tree cannot be saved. As the disease progresses, larger
branches die. The tree dies within three years of the first visible
symptoms. Once infected, there is no effective treatment.
Mortality rate is nearly one hundred percent.
There are no known means of controlling the spread of
Thousand Cankers Disease. To start, an outbreak would
not likely be detected for several years after the initial
infestation, giving the beetle and fungus plenty of time
to settle in and spread to other trees. This means that a
quarantine or destruction of infected trees would likely be
ineffective. Unfortunately, insecticides and fungicides do not
appear effective.
In the summer of 2010, the only known case of the disease
east of Colorado was discovered near Knoxville, Tennessee.
To infect trees in the main part of the black walnut range, it
would have had to cross the Great Plains. Did the beetle and
fungus hitchhike across on a logging truck, hidden under the
bark of a log or of a slab of walnut sold to an unsuspecting
customer, or was the disease moved into new areas by campers
taking firewood with them?
Regardless, we must be diligent and take steps to help stop
the spread of this disease in black walnut’s native range.
Do not sell or transport walnut logs, slabs, or firewood --any
walnut with bark attached-- from areas of known or suspected
infestation into unaffected areas. If you live in an unaffected
Winter 2011

area, verify the sources of any walnut logs or slabs before
buying them. As dead or dying black walnut is salvaged, it
may be tempting to purchase it. As long as the wood is kiln
dried, or consists only of heartwood with no bark, it poses no
threat. It has been found that the beetles survive in walnut
chips, so movement of walnut mulch into unaffected areas
must also be avoided.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture does not consider
the Thousands Canker Disease to be an exotic disease, and
therefore left it up to the states to deal with. The best line
of defense is information. You can help by letting buyers
and sellers know that walnut logs of lumber containing bark
should not be shipped east from infested areas. If you have
walnut trees, contact your state’s department of agriculture or
your state forestry agency for assistance with diagnosing any
tree problem (see accompanying article on Ohio’s TCD strategy).
Walnut trees and their nuts play a vital role in the ecology of
many of our forests. Many livelihoods depend on walnut trees
– woodworkers, loggers, log buyers, sawmillers, the edible
nut industry, furniture makers, carvers, and makers of many
specialty walnut products. Harlan Palm, president of the
Missouri Walnut Council, estimates that the loss of walnut
trees in Missouri alone would amount to roughly a half billion
dollars, and would wreak financial havoc on thousands of
individuals. Serious tree farmers have been tending walnut
plantations for decades to provide retirement income or to
leave something of value for their grandchildren. It’s hard to
describe how devastating this would be for them.
Spread the word – not the disease.
Map courtesy of U.S. Department of Agriculture
Photo courtesy of Whitney Cranshaw, Colorado State
University
Editor’s note: This is an edited version of an article appearing in
the March 2010 issue of Sawmill & Woodlot Management and the
Summer 2010 issue of Green Horizons Newsletter, University of
Missouri Extension Agricultural Electronic Bulletin Board. David
Boyt, who submitted the article, is vice president of the Missouri
Walnut Council, Managing Editor for Sawmill and Woodlot
Management Magazine, and part owner of his family tree farm.
Due to its economic importance in the state, eastern black walnut
is officially the state tree nut of Missouri. The Missouri state tree
is flowering dogwood.
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Ohio Forestry
Ohio Forestry Association Annual Meeting
March 18-19, 2011 • Mohican State Park Lodge and Conference Center

The Health and Welfare of the Forest Industry
John Dorka, Executive Director, Ohio Forestry Association

It’s hard to believe, but we are close to another OFA Annual
Meeting. The meeting this year moves out of the Columbus
area to north central Ohio at the Mohican State Park Lodge
and Conference Center.
This location was selected for its great forest surroundings
as well as its proximity to this year’s OWIN Tour on Friday,
March 18, 2011. This year we will visit the Yoder Lumber
Company to see the new state-of-the-art sawmill at their
Buckhorn operation in Millersburg (see Member Profile
article). Owner Mel Yoder advises that he will have a great
tour of the mill and all are welcome. There will be a bus
leaving from the Mohican Lodge on Friday afternoon, so
make sure you register to hold a seat. As always, attendees
Join Now!
Enjoy the benefits of being a member of Ohio’s
oldest and largest forestry related group.
Ohio Forestry Association is dedicated to
strengthening and expanding the wood products
industry for the benefit of Ohio companies,
employees, customers, landowners and the
general public.
OFA provides information and services
to members through:
• Networking Opportunities
• Financial Benefit Programs
• Educational Programs
• Trade Shows
• Legislative Representation
www.ohioforest.org
614-497-9580
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are welcome to drive to the mill on their own, as the mill is
less than 30 miles from the Lodge.
We hope that this year’s meeting will provide many familiar
activities along with some special highlights. We’ll have the
usual Logger Re-Certification training on Friday followed
by the OWIN Tour Friday afternoon.
The Friday evening session will involve an OWIN Reception
along with a Gun Bash and Benefit Auction for the Log-ALoad for Kids Children’s Miracle Network, benefitting Akron
Children’s Hospital.
On Saturday, there will be the regular day of meetings but
with some special highlights. With the recent change in state
administration and legislature, we have invited the President
of the Senate, Senator Tom Niehaus, to provide keynote
comments. Some may know that Senator Niehaus is a Tree
Farmer and a long-time friend of forestry. We have invited
him to join us for the Annual Tree Farm Awards Luncheon
following his discussion.
OFA member Bob Boyles, new Acting Chief of the Ohio
Division of Forestry, will give the annual State of the Division
of Forestry presentation. Dave Caldwell from the Hardwood
Market Report will talk about the “Pulse on the Forest
Industry,” and Mike Sommers from Hummel Group will let us
know “What Does Health Care Reform Really Mean to You?”
Special after-dinner entertainment follows the traditional
Logger’s Supper and Awards Banquet. Jim Olson, former CIA
spy and Chief of Counter Intelligence, will share with us some
of his tales of service to the country as a CIA spy. I heard him
speak before, and he has a fascinating story to tell. It should
be a great way to end the meeting.
I look forward to seeing many of you at the 2011 OFA Annual
Meeting.
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Promoting American Hardwoods
– Pointing to the Future
				

John Dorka, Executive Director, Ohio Forestry Association

On December 7, 2010, 112 individuals connected to the nation’s
hardwood industry met in Charlotte, North Carolina to participate in the
Hardwood Leaders Forum. This was the concluding session of a project
hosted by Hardwood Publishing Company, Inc. and jointly sponsored by
the U.S. Forest Service Wood Education and Resource Center (WERC)
and the S.H. Conger Foundation for Hardwood Marketing.
I had the opportunity to attend this session and participate in an
outstanding strategic discussion for the hardwood industry; one which
I believe will pave the way for a better and healthier future.
The Hardwood Leaders Forum was initiated as a grassroots effort to
assess the health and status of the hardwood industry and develop a
vision for its future. In the face of an industry that has experienced a
significant downturn in the last decade, witnessed weakening demand
for the nation’s hardwoods, and continues to battle as a fragmented
network of thousands of businesses, some felt that now is the time to
seriously assess where we are at and identify the actions that should be
taken to craft a healthier and more productive future. That is precisely
what came out of the forum.
Following intensive sessions that identified nearly 300 issues and needs
for the industry, participants pared them down to four priority areas for
action: (1) Product Promotion; (2) Business Environment; (3) Public
Education; and (4) Funding Strategies. These focus areas were the topics
of discussion for breakout groups at the December forum.
The outcomes of the discussions were clear:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The hardwood industry desperately needs to get its message out to
the public about the benefits of wood and that it is a “green” product;
To assist that effort, the industry needs a central resource clearinghouse
for all the information about the industry, our forests, and forestry;
The industry needs a “brand” and promotional campaign to help the
public identify with the American Hardwood product; and
There is a need to come up with a dedicated funding source for such
a campaign.

Amazingly, work is already being done to meet two of the above
objectives. A group of industry leaders, many of whom were at the
Charlotte forum, are working on a private industry initiative called
the Unified Hardwood Promotion (UHP), which was unveiled in
early 2010. The group is using $300,000 in funding secured from
15 industry firms (one of which is Yoder Lumber Company in Berlin,
Ohio) and a matching grant from the U.S. Endowment for Forestry
and Communities, Inc. Very briefly, the UHP would involve creating
an American Hardwood brand, or a similar name, and promoting it
through a well-orchestrated and well-funded campaign. Any discussion
on this always points to the “Got Milk?” campaign that has been so
successful for the nation’s milk producers. Think of something similar
for American Hardwoods!
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Obviously, creating and promoting the brand will take money, and a lot
of it. The conference participants were in agreement that a hardwood
“check-off ” similar to those already created for many agricultural
commodities is the way to go. Industry leaders are already looking into
creating such a fund.
The softwood industry asked all the questions several years ago and
decided to proceed. Because of that, it appears there will soon be a
softwood check-off mechanism in place.
Creating a check-off is not an easy process and not without risks. Federal
legislation is required and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
must be involved, although oversight of the fund is left largely to the
industry. It takes several years to go through the formal process of
petitioning the USDA and holding a referendum among the industry to
move ahead. Who contributes to the fund and how much is contributed
can be the most problematic of the issues. Larger producers generally
provide the funds.
Can the industry move ahead with a check-off? That’s the question,
but the forum attendees believe now is the time. I think creating the
check-off fund and using the monies to promote an American Hardwood
brand are incredibly exciting opportunities, and ones that I would hope
OFA members would endorse and support.
As an association executive director, I see a lot of good work being done
across the country by our colleagues in the industry, other associations,
and government to promote wood, encourage forestry, and educate the
public on what we do and why we do it. But our efforts are far too
fragmented and stand-alone to make big impacts. We desperately need
something to rally around, like an American Hardwood campaign, and
the money to give it life.
Our hardwood forests, mostly of eastern U.S. origin, are a resource of
incredible bounty. They support what has been a robust industry which
currently is in a decline. They provide billions of dollars of economic
value and offer employment for tens of thousands of American citizens.
They provide remarkable environmental benefits, and there are more
forested acres today than at any time in the last century.
The American Hardwoods that come from these forests are truly
the “greenest” of products, coming from sustainable and renewable
forests, offering the most versatile of nature’s manufacturing products
with unique recyclable characteristics. For the benefit of the growers,
harvesters, and handlers of our American Hardwoods, we need to do
all we can to make this the product of choice for a healthier economy
and a cleaner environment.
“Got Wood?” You bet we do!
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OFA Member Profile: Yoder
by John Dorka, Executive Director, Ohio Forestry Association

The Yoder Lumber Company, well known within the Ohio Forestry Association (OFA), has a long history serving the association, its membership,
and the wood industry. The current owner and Chief Executive Officer
Mel Yoder has been a long-time OFA member and served as President of
the Board on two different occasions, both in 1991 and 2001. That’s great
dedication!
The company was started by Mel’s father, John Yoder, in 1944 as a small,
portable sawmill operation. At first sawing mostly construction grade lumber for local farmers, the business grew as it began sawing furniture grade
lumber and railroad ties. In 1956, it became a stationary operation when
it located in Charm, Ohio in what Mel simply describes as a pasture field.
Over the years, Yoder Lumber Co. has steadily grown and become the robust
operation it is today. After building at the Charm location, the company
started a dimension plant with dry kilns in Berlin in 1975, and then in
1999, it acquired its Buckhorn mill in Millersburg when Semac Industries
and Artwood Products closed. Today their three facilities produce an array
of hardwood products for domestic and international trade.
Mel is not the only son of John who grew up with the business. His brothers Eli, Roy, and Syl have also been involved in all aspects of the operation,
although Eli and Roy are now semi-retired. In addition, there is a third
generation of Yoders now working in the mills, helping to run the operations and someday taking over. Six cousins, including Mel’s sons Trent and
Nathan, as well as Eli’s sons Ryan and Tony, and Roy’s son Craig and sonin-law Ken Grate are actively involved in the operation.
Yoder Lumber Co. mills and manufacturers Appalachian Hardwoods, most
notably red and white oak, cherry, and poplar, but it offers a variety of other
common Ohio species including walnut, hard and soft maple, hickory, sycamore, elm, ash, and beech. The two sawmill facilities produce approximately
12 million board feet of lumber a year, but production will increase with
the significant upgrades it has made to the Buckhorn mill.
Most of the wood for manufacturing comes from their own purchase of
stumpage. The company employs two log procurement foresters and uses
three contract crews that allow it to purchase 90 percent of its logs for production. The remaining logs are procured as gatewood logs. The
company often acquires timber though pre-mining land clearing and
it owns whole tree chippers for that process. Most logs are acquired
within a one hundred mile radius of the mills in Holmes County.
Also affiliated with Yoder Lumber Company is a subsidiary Rolling
Ridge Woods, LLC located in Parkersburg, West Virginia. Owned by
Mel, Eli, and Roy, Rolling Ridge Woods merchandises and markets
veneer and quality logs world wide.
Lumber is sold both green and kiln-dried, with 80 percent sold kilndried. The company has pre-dryer capacity of 700,000 board feet
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Lumber Company
and 455,000 board feet capacity for all the dry kilns. There are 2 million
board feet of dry storage capacity with yard space for 4 million board feet.
This is a good sized operation.
The upgraded and expanded Buckhorn mill is an indication that Yoder
Lumber Company is remaining healthy, productive, and growing for the
future. Attendees at the 2011 OFA Annual Meeting will have the chance
to view the entire operation and see the new facility with its state-of-the-art
equipment in operation.
Mel says that the company had been considering a new mill for several
years. In December of 2003, they started moving toward a new operation
with the installation of a new grinding station and a 45 bay bin sorter,
then a couple years later started looking at new sawmills with scanners
and optimizers.
In late 2007, they started dismantling approximately 15 buildings to prepare
the site for installation of the new mill building. By the fall of 2008, they
began constructing the new building and hired Rick Grover of Northeast
Mill Services, Inc., New Hampshire as the mill wright to oversee installation.
This all occurred just as the economy took a major tumble in 2008, but the
Yoders were determined to pursue the changes and upgrades.
The new mill operation includes state of the art technology that will allow
the company to greatly increase its capacity and efficiency of operation.
The mill includes a number of new pieces of equipment, including an edger
manufactured by McDonough Manufacturing. Mel describes it as a wiggle
box edger with three movable blades. It has a USNR optimizer scanner
that provides for maximum board width and a two board solution which
increases the yield (see third photo from top).
The Cleerman carriage has a 17 degree slant with four head blocks that is
used in combination with the USNR optimizer scanner (see bottom photo).
The new carriage allows for much more yield per log, particularly through
thinner slabs. One of the key changes in this mill is that there is no need for a
conventional log turner as the logs are turned with carriage mounted turners.
In tune with the family business “can-do” tradition, Yoder Lumber made
some of their own replacement equipment, including rebuilding a used
7-foot Salem head rig and a resaw, which are almost identical. The head rig
and resaw use the same length band, so they can use the same head rig bands
on the resaw, extending the life of the bands and cutting costs.
They use a completely automated PHL Industries linebar which allows the
operator to simply turn the log to cut the desired face and thickness, and
the feed is then automatic. The PHL system was suggested by designer
Martin Quanci of Mill Quality Equipment & Design in Chillicothe, Ohio.
The system is essentially a “one-of-a-kind” in this country and it allows
the company to reap both quantity and quality benefits. They were told
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that they could see increased production of ten percent or more, but the
results have exceeded expectations. At a time when the industry faces
such difficult challenges due to decreases in both price and demand, these
mill changes will greatly affect the bottom line for the company through
greater efficiency and reduced costs.
In addition to the upgraded Buckhorn mill, the company has operations
at Berlin and Charm. Housing the main offices, the Berlin mill has the
company’s full dimension manufacturing facilities and most of the drykilns. They recently expanded production and warehouse capacity to over
50,000 square feet. At Berlin, the company has the capability to dry-kiln
a variety of hardwood species and thicknesses and can process lumber in
finished or near-finished products for many applications. It produces S4S
poplar and red oak, manufactures glue panels and squares, makes finger
joint blanks, and can customize profile moldings.
The Berlin Mill is the center for the company’s logging and chipping operations and houses its own trucking company, Yoder Lumber Logistics.
The company maintains 14 tractors and 18 trailers, mostly for trucking
their own products, but will haul for other sawmills.
The Charm location is a primary lumber production facility with a fullsized bandsaw and a band resaw. It has the capacity to produce as much
as 45,000 board feet per day. The facility maintains a wet logyard that is
critical for keeping logs fresh and stain-free.
The company utilizes wood waste for heat, with waste boilers at all three
locations, two for dry kilns, and two for heating buildings. Dry dust is
consumed on site while green dust is sold for various uses.
At all the facilities, Yoder Lumber has approximately 150 employees, and
up to 170 workers when the economy and demand were stronger. Currently the mills are operating about 40 hours per week, on four, ten-hour
work days.
Mel and his family operate the company with a philosophical toughness
and optimism that is so necessary in today’s business world, especially in
the wood industry. Mel says it has been difficult the last couple of years,
but he acknowledges that it is the same for everyone in the business.
When asked for general thoughts about the past and future with the company, Mel admits in his typically modest and straightforward way that the
longer he is in the business, the more he believes he doesn’t know. That
may be the case coming from a man and family who have long been in the
business. But in spite of this modesty, the company has proved wonderfully successful in an industry that can often be challenging and difficult.
Their boldness at moving ahead with a new mill during the most difficult
economic times in generations is testimony to their values, beliefs, and
optimism for the future.
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First on the Market,
Best in the Field.
· All stainless steel construction
· No smoke, ashes or wood trash in
your home
· 12 hour burn
· 10 to 100 feet from your home
· Heats home and household
hot water
· 25-year warranty
· Connects to your existing central
duct or hydronic system
· Units from 120,000 to 250,000 BTU’s
· Financing Available
· Dealer Inquiries Welcome

OUTSIDE
WOOD
FURNACE

“Since 1976”

DAMABO
Portable Sawmill Services

One Log or a Thousand Logs
One Board or a Thousand Logs or Lumber up to 21' long
Logs up to 36" Diameter • Odd Sizes, No Problem
Cut Lumber for Sale • Your Place or Mine

Hardy Manufacturing
Company, Inc.
Philadelphia, MS 39350

1-800-542-7395

1-740-733-8291

www.hardyheater.com * S&S@hardyheater.com

2715 State Highway 152• Dillonvale, OH 43917

For over 30 years we’ve been heating homes, domestic water, and shops just like yours.
800-542-7395

www.hardyheater.com

Western Farm Show

3 Days Only

$300* Cash Rebate on Purchase of Heate
Signed
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JOSEPH P. HENSLER
Marketing

Use a Master Logger and
Use the Best!
Ohio Master Logging Companies:

5715 North 750 East
Hamlet, IN 46532
(574) 867-4192
Fax: (574) 867-4960

Specializing in Wholesale Christmas Trees & Bare Root Seedlings
www.henslernurseryindiana.com

• Have voluntarily completed a company certification
program.
• Receive training in safe and efficient logging practices.
• Will provide liability insurance at Landowner’s request.
• Attend periodic advanced training and recertification
courses to maintain certification and remain up to
date on the most current practices and technologies of
the logging industry.

Ohio
For information on joining
Voluntary
the OFA or to find a Master
Master Logging
Logger visit
Company
www.ohioforest.org
Program
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Coldwell Timber Consulting, LLC.
"We Represent the Interests of the Forest Landowner"
• Timber Sales
• Forest Management Plans
• Timber Appraisals
• Timber Stand Improvement

		

(330) 831-4374

jedcoldwell@yahoo.com
www.coldwelltimberconsulting.com
33320 Hull Road, Salineville, Ohio 43945
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Faster
– 30 yearpricing.
harvest cycle possible
CallGrowth
for special

Genetically Superior
Black Walnut and
Black Cherry
Grafts and Seedlings
For excellent returns on your timber
investments plant genetically superior
hardwood timber trees.
• Grafts and seedlings from original patented
black walnut trees
• Improved selections of wild black cherry
seedlings and grafts
To purchase or for a free full-color
informational brochure call toll-free:

888-749-0799
www.advancedtree.com

A

D V A N C E D

TREE TECHNOLOGY

12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774 • 260-749-0891

www.proplanter.addr.com

A Family Owned Integrated Sawmill Since 1945

Providing Ohio Landowners
With Professional Forest Management

T.J. Ellis Enterprises, Inc.
1505 Neubrecht Rd.
Lima, OH 45801-3123

T.J. Ellis President

For More Information Contact:
Natural Resource Manager Ryan Yoder
Procurement Forester Noah Mechling

Home: (419) 999-5026
Yards: Lima, Ohio
(419) 224-1969
Fax: (419) 224-7105
Fax: (419) 999-1902

(330) 893-3131

Exporting Veneer Logs • Buyers of Standing Timber
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P.O. Box 951, 51 Parrott Street
Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050
(740) 397-0573
Fax (740) 392-9498
E-mail: info@brennemanlumber.com

Family owned and operated, Brenneman Lumber Company has been in
business for over 65 years. The company operates its main office and
concentration yard in Mt. Vernon, Ohio. Brenneman Lumber takes pride in
being a major buyer of green northern Appalachian Red Oak, White Oak,
Hard Maple, Soft Maple, Cherry, Ash, Poplar, Beech, and many other species
ranging in thickness from 4/4 to 16/4. Brenneman Lumber brokers in excess of
40 million board feet of green and kiln dried lumber annually and we are
continually looking to establish relationships with new suppliers.
Call Charlie Brenneman or Mark Bennett today for prices!
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OWJ Sponsors Needed
Be A Proud Sponsor of OWJ!

The editorial board of The Ohio Woodland Journal is looking for businesses or individuals who are willing to sponsor
annual subscriptions of the Journal for all of their county public and private high schools’ libraries. Partial sponsorships
are certainly welcomed from those who reside in urban counties with numerous school districts.
Individual subscription rates are $15.00 per year for four issues. Each high school principal would receive a letter prior
to their first issue of The Ohio Woodland Journal announcing that you or your business is generously supporting the
county’s schools by supplying four free issues to their library. You will also be listed in the Journal as a sponsor.
If you would like to assist in placing the Journal in your county schools or need additional information, please contact:
Denise Brosie, OFA, 1100-H Brandywine Blvd., Zanesville, Ohio 43701  •  888-388-7337  • denise@ohioforest.org

We wish to thank the following businesses, organizations,
and individuals who are OWJ sponsors for the following counties
Southern Ohio Logger’s Chapter . .....................Adams & Scioto Counties
Hamman Farms, Shiloh..................................................... Ashland County
Ashtabula County Soil & Water Conservation Dist.......Ashtabula County
Jeffers' Tree Farm.............................................................. *Athens County
Belmont County Soil & Water Conservation Dist.............Belmont County
Brown County Soil & Water Conservation Dist...................Brown County
Tim & Lynn Wilson..............................................................Brown County
Izaak Walton League, Fairfield Chapter............................... Butler County
Milan Carnes . ............................................................*Champaign County
Clark County Soil & Water Conservation Dist...................... Clark County
Ken & Sue Case............................................................... Clermont County
Clermont County Soil & Water Conservation Dist......... Clermont County
Buckley Bros....................................................................... Clinton County
Columbiana Co. Soil & Water Conservation Dist...... Columbiana County
Tiverton Timber Tree Farm........................................... Coshocton County
Defiance County Soil & Water Conservation Dist...........Defiance County
Dave Orndorf...............................................Delaware & Marion Counties
Willis Lumber..................................................................... Fayette County
John Dorka................................................ *Franklin & *Summit Counties
Bill Snowman............................................*Franklin & Hocking Counties
Fulton County Soil & Water Conservation Dist...................Fulton County
Gallia County Soil & Water Conservation Dist....................Gallia County
Mark Hissa..........................................................................Geauga County
Greene County Soil & Water Conservation Dist.................Greene County
Guernsey County Soil & Water Conservation Dist.........Guernsey County
Spring Grove Cemetery & Arboretum........................... *Hamilton County
Cincinnati Printers......................................................... *Hamilton County
Dennis & Jan Bishop........................................................Hancock County
Larry & Donna Marie Neal...............................................Harrison County
Winston Duckworth....................................................... *Highland County
Mark Puhl...........................................................................Hocking County
4-J Farm, Rich Drushal.......................................................Holmes County
Jackson County Soil & Water Conservation Dist.............. Jackson County
Knox County Soil & Water Conservation Dist.......................Knox County
Lake County Soil & Water Conservation Dist....................... Lake County
Southern Ohio Forestland Association........ *Lawrence & *Ross Counties
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Ken & Chris Hodgson.........................................................*Licking County
Milan Carnes...........................................................................Logan County
Lucas County Soil & Water Conservation Dist...................... Lucas County
Dave & Pam Schatz................................................................ Meigs County
Miami County Soil & Water Conservation Dist.....................Miami County
Bob Cartwright................................................................*Mahoning County
Mike & Vickie Kilroy.................................................*Montgomery County
Montgomery County Soil & Water Cons. Dist...........*Montgomery County
Michael & Matthew Thomas..............................Morgan & Noble Counties
William Houk....................................................................... Morrow County
David Orndorf...................................................................... Morrow County
Muskingum County Soil & Water Cons. Dist............... Muskingum County
Wilma Bauserman....................................................................Perry County
Gailen Maxwell........................................................................Perry County
Barbara Madigan.................................................................. Portage County
Tish & Ray Nebe................................................................. Portage County
Portage County Soil & Water Conservation Dist................ Portage County
Jack & Barbara Sedlak......................................................... Portage County
John Schulte / Schulte Logging..........................................*Putnum County
Richland County Soil & Water Conservation Dist.............Richland County
Dave Embree........................................................................... *Ross County
Gabel Lumber & Wood Products......................................Sandusky County
Sandusky County Soil & Water Conservation Dist...........Sandusky County
East Central Ohio Forestry Assoc..................................Tuscarawas County
Union County Soil & Water Conservation Dist.....................Union County
Wayne & Lynn Oney..............................................................Vinton County
Vinton County Soil & Water Conservation Dist....................Vinton County
Costello Forestry Consultants, Inc........................................ Warren County
Warren County Soil & Water Conservation Dist................. Warren County
Dr. & Mrs. James Mills.................................................. Washington County
Wayne County Soil & Water Conservation Dist................... Wayne County
Lange Tree Farm.................................................................Williams County
Joseph W. Koerner Memorial.............................................Williams County
Gene Daniel...................................................................... *Wyandot County
Dr. D.P. Smith................................................................... *Wyandot County
*Counties with partial sponsorships
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