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2019-2020 Election Results Announced
The OCBA Nominations & Election Committee, chaired by President-Elect Michael Brewer, announced the results of this year’s election:

Judge Don Andrews,
President-Elect

Shanda McKenney,
Vice President

Gary W. Wood,
Law Library Trustee

Lorenzo Banks,
2020 Director

Jeffrey Curran,
2022 Director

Hailey Hopper,
2022 Director

Tracey D. Mullins, 2022
Director

Peter L. Scimeca,
2022 Director

Daniel G. Webber, Jr.,
2022 Director

Travis Weedn,
2022 Director

See 2019-2020 Committee
Chairs Announced, PAGE 7
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OKLAHOMA COUNTY BAR
ASSOCIATION
MISSION STATEMENT
Volunteer lawyers and judges dedicated
to serving the judicial system, their profession, and their community in order to foster
the highest ideals of the legal profession, to
better the quality of life in Oklahoma County,
and to promote justice for all.

By Sheila Stinson
This is my 12th and final President’s Column
for the Briefcase. Serving as the Oklahoma
County Bar Association President has been
one of the great honors of my lifetime. First,
I have to acknowledge Debbie, Pam, and
Connie. They are the heart and soul of the
association and do so much amazing work.
But more importantly, I just really like them as people. Thank
you! Next, to the Executive Council and Board of Directors,
thank you for your dedication and willingness to give back to
our legal community. Thank you to my friend, and the incoming
OCBA Vice-President, Shanda McKenney, for editing this column each month. Thank you to my husband, who has supported
me through this year, always proofing my column (usually sent
to him minutes before it is due) and being a calming presence to
a sometimes stressed working mom. Thank you to the members
of the Oklahoma County Judiciary, who have attended events and
participated in activities. Lastly, thank you to all the members of
the OCBA. Your trust in me and our Board is appreciated.
Next, I’d also like to discuss two gentlemen that I would probably never have known but for my presidency, and who have now
become friends. They are immediate Past-President David Cheek,
and President-Elect, Mike Brewer. These men have encouraged
me, given me advice, made fun of me, let me make fun of them,
and shared hours of laughs. David left the association in a great
position for my presidency, and I have no doubt Mike will make
the association even better, more engaging, and fun.
When I first moved to Edmond for college almost 25 years
ago, I didn’t know anyone in the Oklahoma City area. The game
warden in Boise City gave me the name and number of a relative
of his, Gordon, who lived in Edmond. This was so I could at least
have one contact in case there was an emergency and my family
could not get to town fast enough. I kept his name and number in
my address book for years, never calling him, but always finding
some comfort in knowing I probably could if needed to. Two lessons came from that number. For any newer attorneys or attorneys
new to the OKC area, I started my time here with one contact,
who I didn’t actually know. Through being involved in groups,
clubs, and associations like the OCBA, my contact list has grown.
Hang in there, keep showing up for things, be on time, be prepared, and be a basically decent person. Your network will build
- I promise. As for the second lesson, more than a decade after
moving to Oklahoma City, I met my husband. My husband’s best

friend in junior high was Mike, and Gordon is Mike’s stepfather.
I met Gordon, and became good friends with him and his wife - 15
years after putting his number in my phone. So the lesson here
is: protect your reputation, and fight to maintain your integrity.
While 1.3 million people live in the metro area, it’s really pretty
small. People know each other, and people talk.
As the year ends, I don’t have any deep thoughts or strong
points to advocate for right now. Instead of recapping the year of
wins or loses, I thought I may just share some words of wisdom
that have been shared with me.
I received a few words of advice from my dad over the years
(which have been sanitized for publication purposes). The first
bit came when I was in the 3rd grade, and I started the Sheila
Club. Don’t judge me. I made buttons and assigned leadership
positions to everyone. Fairly quickly every member quit, which
broke my heart. That evening my dad told me, “If they don’t
want to be in the Sheila Club, ‘forget ‘em’!” He will also happily
share the first rule of wrecker driving to anyone who will listen
- “Don’t get your ‘derriere’ ran over.” I have reminded myself of
these two pieces of advice over the years, and they have served
me well. If someone doesn’t want to be in your circle, it’s okay.
And you have to take responsibility for your own safety. Don’t
leave it someone else.
I asked friends for any wisdom they’ve had shared with them.
Here are some thoughts that may relate best to the legal profession. • Most of the time, it’s not about you. • Never chose comfort
over courage. • If you always do what you’ve always done, you’ll
always be what you’ve always been. • It’s mostly just showing
up. • Choices matter. • Anything with having is worth getting a
little nervous over. • 85% of what we worry about never happens.
• Leave work at work. • Do hard stuff first. • Swing hard in case
you hit it. • The world values those people who do things that are
hard. • The easy day was yesterday. • Build a career like you build
a pyramid. Each step should be a block to help you get to where
you want to go. • There’s no limit to the amount of good you can
do if you don’t care who gets the credit. • Just because you can
doesn’t mean you should. • Take care is those who took care of
you. • Not my circus, not my monkeys. • Embrace the struggle. •
Pay your taxes, return your phone calls, and enjoy a long career.
• Never set yourself on fire to keep someone else warm. • The
best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second best time is
today. • Don’t let the perfect be the enemy of good.
Again, thank you for letting me be your president. I look forward to continuing to be involved in this wonderful association
and our wonderful Oklahoma County legal profession.
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Stump Roscoe
STUMP ROSCOE
By
Roscoe X. Pound
Hey Ms. Editress: it’s me, Rae. You’re
flying solo now. Congrats, if that’s appropriate. Judge Walke got by on his own with
a little help from moi for years, and I think
he’s the better for the experience. I also
see he’s still on your Bored List, and I’ll do
my part too. So don’t worry. We’ll keep
you flying right.
Much to your wondering eyes it probably appears Mr. P. is taking his annual
shark week fishing trip and, know something? You’d be right. Believe me, it was
a group effort doing what the shrinks call
an altarvention which is appropriate in
the seniorio because we had Father Thad
involved as well. Ordinarily, we’d use
Father Auggie on account of he’s got a longer history with Mr. P., but he’s still coming out from under that can of whoopass
somebody unloaded on him a few months
back as you recall may recall. The perp’s
still out there and probably still perpetrating because, let’s face it, beat up a priest
you’re probly hard core. By the way, I’m
using the word perp here in its criminalistics sense which I thought you want to
know so that you don’t think I’m talking
that amazing weed. I mean I don’t know
if you let your kids read these articles but
I’m no head or nothing. I just happen to
know Perp is some hella-awesome herb.
Just sayin.
I regress. We all pitched in on the Kearny
case, cause, after all, as a good friend of
both the Countesse (a/k/a Aubrie) and Fr.
Auggie, almost like family. Besides, she
was getting totally dicked around, and not
in a good way, and OMG, I can’t even
imagine what it’d like to lose a child. So
anyway, we all do our part. But Mr. P.
does the lion’s share, and boy was he tired
out. Or, I guess tarred out in your local veracula. Last Thursday he came into work
after court tired as a byard, like totally
graveyard shifted. He plunked down in his
chair, and began randomly moving stuff
around in full faux work mode. Me and
Junior went in to coax him to get up and
get home and he began chucking testosterone around about being Mr. In-Control and
all. So I put in a call to Mrs. P knowing
full well that what the boss was doing had
a Wifely Acceptance Factor of negative
grillion. (BTW: Thanks to OCBA’s own
Jerry Tubb for learning us that word). At
any rate, she happened to be at Our Lady
of Petulance meeting over something or
other churchious because she is second
only to my own maternal unit insofar as
Ladies of the Lordliness goes. This had
the added bonus of bringing Father Thad

along for back-up. So anyway, she put her
foot down, and she and the padre had Mr.
P. grab one of his bugout bags which, insofar as I can tell, he’s got planted all across
North Jersey, and personally deposited
him to the deck of the Chrysallis II out of
Hoboken for a week at sea.
OK, let me stop here for questions:
Dear Roscoe: I got to thinking the other
day, if leaded gasoline is illegal, why do
gas stations continue to describe gas as
“unleaded” at the gas pump? Isn’t it all
unleaded? Just curious. K.S., OKC.
Dear K.S.: OMG, I was thinking about
that the other day too! Heads up for a
virtual jinx. We were heading down The
Shore when it came up. Fortunately, I
was with my main squeeze Chips at the
time, so of course he had the answer. Now
you might have guessed that I was with
him because, after all, who else could
get me down there? Goth? Fun? Sun?
Which of these things ain’t like the others?
But I adapt like Clint Eastwood in that
Heartbreak Ridge flick. A lighter shade of
black in my t-shirt here. A Vampira beach
towel there, and definitely my spider web
parasol. Oh, and some cool tunes like
Tijuana Panthers for the ear buds. I also
brought my best Viv LaMuerta who wanted
to bend my ear about her latest situationship. That left Chips to frolic among the
waves or whathaveyou, you know, where
everything that lives there either has teeth
or stingers.
So you were asking about unleaded gas.
I’ll give you the condensed milk version
and not the nerdsplanation Chips gave me,
because you’d need a pillow and possibly
a sack lunch before it was though. OK, so
back in the 60’s, where my parental and
Mr. P. grew up, they put lead in gasoline
to help stop engine knocking and improve
octane ratings. But, as we got closer to
the Modern Era, the lead also coated the
engines and played hell with catalytic
converters. So it was gradually phased
out. Classic car owners, off-roaders, and
race cars all got to use leaded fuel a bit
longer. It was supposed to be phased out
there by 2018, but EPA reports slow-going.
It’s pretty much history in most developed
countries. So why do the pumps still say
“unleaded”? In some States the law still
requires it. In other cases it may be just
habit, kinda like we still talk about dialing
the phone now that dials are basically
perse as they say in France.
And, finally, one I’ve been waiting for:
Dear Roscoe: This is actually a question for Rae.
–What’s the difference
between goth, emo, and badly dressed? Do
modern goths have anything in common
with the goth/ visgothic tribes of yore?

TIMELESS
DESIGNS AND
ALL-DAY
COMFORT FROM
OUR ALDEN
CASUALS
TEENA HICKS COMPANY

OKLAHOMA TOWER 210 PARK AVENUE, SUITE 220
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73102
(405) 235-4800
L.D., Bethany.
Dear L.D.: I sense a hint of derision
in your question. Beware toying with My
Darktanic Majesty. Like the other the
day, this gal comes up to me to complain
about Ms. Konopke over at the bait shop.
She stands there in a tank top and shorts
I assume to show off a lame tatt and the
archiepellagra of varicose veins on floating atop the sea of cellulite. Wait j a second, I need to write that down. That’s goin
into a poem or something. Anyway, she’s
all like “I want that woman disciplined.
Let me speak to the manager.” And I go
“That’s me.” So first she gives me the
stink eye, and then she tries to convince me
by clear and conniving evidence that Ms.
Konopke was rude. All boiled down to she
walks into a retail establishment and tries
to bargain down list prices. Who does
that? And I tell her she has to go. And
she goes, “well, my husband’s a lawyer.”
And I’m like “”if you don’t get outta my
face and outta my shop I’m learnin you a
lesson on the law of gravity.” And I get up
and come around the desk, and guess who
backs up who. What I’m telling you L.D.,
is that I’m more than capable of unleashing some badassery myself.
‘Kay so for those who truly want to
learn, outsiders might tell you Goths hate
the world and the world hates emos. And
they’d be half right. A true Goth sees the
beauty of the darker side of life, even what
some people call morbid. And we give it a
rest sometimes. The Countesse d’Glanville,
my mentor in Darkness, blends seamlessly
into the mundane, mortal working mom
roll, but is hella-Goth. A true Daywalker.
We don’t wanna sit at the cool kids’ table
because we’re comfortable in ourselves.
Emos on the other hand crave attention.
Many emos think they’re Goth just because
they listened to Bauhaus or shop at Hot

Quote of the MONTH
Television is a medium. So called because it’s neither rare
nor well done.
— Ernie Kovacs, American comedian (1919 – 1962)

Topic. Basically, they cling to their teenage angst well into adulthood, which is
something many aspire to but few achieve
in a healthy period of time. Another sign
of an emo is that they don’t spell Goth with
a capital G just like you didn’t do in your
ques—Oops. Just sayin.
Well, that’s it for me. My dad’s downstairs taking a golf nap courtesy the British
Open so nothing really happening around
my house. I believe I’ll head on over to
Chips’ and unload a payload of sexual
napalm on him. Our young genius could
use a refresher course on how to spell
coconut, if you know what I mean.
Areyna Darquenesse
HAUNTING DREAMS SINCE 1996

Johnson & Biscone
w w w. o k l a l e g a l . c o m

Oklahoma’s Top-Rated
Lawyers Since 1995
Martindale-Hubbell®

Personal Injury
Workers’ Compensation
Social Security Disability
1-800-426-4563
405-232-6490
The Hightower Building
105 N. Hudson, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73102
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Book Notes
By Bill Gorden
Into The Night Sarah Bailey, Grand Central
Publishing, 2018, paper, 404 pages, $16.99
Murder mysteries are difficult to write, though
they are everywhere, it seems. That is, they are hard
to write well. There have to be, by definition, multiple characters, all of whom have some ostensible
motive for doing the dirty deed. If the lead character
is a loner private detective, one can simplify things,
but if it is a police story, bosses and partners also
take up space. If it is a crime of a public nature,
many suspects can involve many more characters. It
gets complicated.
This book is written by an Aussie, and the setting is Melbourne, Australia. Population 4.5 million
or so. The heroine is from a much smaller town. The
crime involves several hundred suspects, involves a
movie star and his entourage, and might be related

August 15, 2019
Striking Out Hunger Bowling
Tournament
6 – 8 p.m.
Heritage Lanes Bowling Center

to the murder of a homeless man. The heroine’s
partner is a jerk. The heroine herself is dealing with
numerous life issues. The book runs to 400 pages.
Raymond Chandlers mysteries ran to around 250.
The issue of length is not entirely due to the
above. It is rather that the story moves slowly, there
not seeming to be any winnowing of the suspects
for page after page. In the meantime, as we wait, we
wonder if we could not get a little more of the flavor
of Australia itself. It is sparse.
This is the author’s second novel, and often
editing slips as the publisher wishes to strike quickly while the name is familiar. Still, some tightening
would be desirable.
The female lead is done well, neither stressed
too much nor underplayed. Her daily trials, both
work and personal, are believable.
Despite the length, this is readable and entertaining.

September 20, 2019
Raising The Bar 2019
6 – 8:30 p.m.
Gaylord Pickens Museum,
OK Hall of Fame

September 30, 2019
2019 Annual
Golf Tournament
River Oaks Golf Course

Old News from
October 1980
October, 1980
Vol. 13, No. 1

Letter to the Editor
By Wheatley P. Kine, Lawyer
West Bumpas Oklahoma
Admitted to Practice 1906 (The year before Statehood)
Dear Mrs. Rhodes,
I heard that the Univ. of Okla. is looking for a new football mascot because Little
Red isn’t good enough anymore.
Well I want to suggest that they use the Fire-Ant as the new mascot. Fire-Ants are
tough and mean and they come up here from Texas.
I am writing this to you because if I write to the Univ. of Okla. they will know
where I am at and they will likely try to hit me up for money or something.
Besides I am the oldest practicing lawyer in Oklahoma and I think the Bar ought
to get behind me on this.
I like your little magazine tho’
some of your writers are kind of
smartass at times.
Sincerely,
Wheatley P. Kine

1233 Sovereign Row • Oklahoma City, OK 73108
www.warrenproducts.com • (405) 947-5676
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1983

P.S. Let’s hear it for the
Fire-Ants!!!!
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Traveling Thoughts
By Michael W. Brewer
In recent months we were fortunate enough to spend time traveling in California, Arizona, Illinois and
Wisconsin. This was a bit different than
our normal travels, which thanks to Uber,
have become flying into the airport and
going straight to the location where we
are staying. Then we make satellite Uber
trips to restaurants, shopping and events.
This time we drove through from Arizona.
We also rented a car in California and
drove through northern California to Lake
Tahoe. Then we drove from Chicago to
and from Wisconsin, including Milwaukee
and Madison. Along the way we saw a lot
more of the country. Northern California,
near the Sierra Nevada range, is nothing
like the northern California of the Bay
Area. Don’t get me wrong, we love visiting the Bay Area, the ocean views and
the yummy restaurants. Most of you know
that I post a lot of food pictures on social
media from here and there. But my first
reflection of these recent travels is that
the people are more like us than different
from us. You don’t really get to know that
just from your Uber driver. These aren’t
the major metropolitan areas of the United
States, over packed with people and other
problems that come with high density
population centers. These are places where
people drive pickup trucks, SUVs, jeeps
and mountain bikes. The also hike, bike,
fish, hunt and grow many of the things we
like to eat.
We had a blast, but more importantly,
we got to meet people. People just like you
and me, and some not so much. These trips
reminded me that travel can be more relational when you drive and explore. Many
times, our profession can be narrowly
focused and we miss out on the personal
relationships.
I was reminded of something that happened when I was a young lawyer which
teaches the lesson of relationships and how
important they are in our professional prac-

tice. As a young lawyer with a Mechanical
Engineering degree, I was given several
case assignments during my first few years
of practice, which were Plaintiff’s product
liability cases. My first decade of practicing law was at the law firm McKinney,
Stringer & Webster. I was very fortunate to
be hired by Martin Stringer and to work for
and with Ken McKinney and Ken Webster.
Both were excellent trial lawyers and each
had their own distinct style to learn from.
This story involves the defense lawyer on
the other side of a plaintiff’s product liability case that I worked on for Mr. Webster.
That lawyer was Robert D. Looney, Sr.,
of the Looney Nichols Firm. All of these
lawyers but for Martin Stringer are now
deceased and are greatly missed in our
profession and in the community.
During that case, Mr. Looney did something that he didn’t have to do, which has
continued to impact my practice. He and
I worked the case, doing discovery and
depositions and ultimately negotiating a
settlement before the trial. Mr. Looney
was always a gentleman, very professional, and never seemed irritated by my
plaintiff antics. Now mind you, this was

at a time in the mid-1980s when a lot of
senior lawyers were known for calling
out us younger lawyers in depositions and
objecting because we “did not know how
to ask questions” or objecting and telling
their client not to answer “until we could
ask a proper question”. It was a bit of
hazing to join the legal fraternity in those
days. I think it was even worse for female
lawyers. You could only be asked whether
you were the court reporter so many times
by the same lawyer without concluding
that it was intentional. Mr. Looney was not
one of those.
In any event, several days after the settlement Mr. Webster, who when you passed
him by in the hallway was known for not
being sure whether he would say hello or
just walk on by, stopped me and asked me
to come into his office. He told me that he
got a call from Bob Looney, Sr. regarding
my conduct during a case. I thought I was
finished at the firm. However, Mr. Webster
went on to tell me that Bob Looney, Sr.
had called to compliment my work on
the case, talked about what a good young
professional I was, and how I knew how
to represent my client and push when it

was time to push or compromise when
it was time to compromise. Mr. Looney
did not have to say anything to my senior
partner. However, he took the time to call
and say positive things about me, which
Mr. Webster then praised me for. This
went a long way toward my professional
view of myself, what the partners at my
firm thought of me, and elevated my confidence. Also, I remember other interactions
with Mr. Looney at the courthouse after
that, and always remembered the lesson
that I learned from this encounter. Simply
put, a kind word of praise, well placed and
well-timed, can go a long way in building
relationships. But, in order to do that, you
must first reach out beyond the potentially
narrow focus of your work.
So many times we treat others that we
encounter only as a business obstacle
without any exchange or communication
that allows for relationship building. In
this profession that we have chosen to
be in, we need to treat each other better.
Rather than the epitaph “he or she was a
great advocate”, you might choose to say
that he or she was a kind person, a mentor,
and a friend.
Your OCBA provides great opportunities to build those relationships. We
have the Striking Out Hunger Bowling
Tournament on August 15th, the Family
Junction Back to School Bash on August
16th, and the Raising the Bar Annual
OCBA Dinner Dance on September 20th
(Mark your calendars). We are also
planning a December year-end CLE celebrating the Foundations of the Civil
Justice System and the Independent
Judiciary.
Michael W. Brewer is an attorney,
founder, and partner of Hiltgen & Brewer,
PC in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. To contact Mike, email mbrewer@hbokc.law,
call (405) 605-9000 or tweet him at @
attymikeb. For more information, please
visit www.hbokc.law.

Courthouse Briefs
• Judge Natalie Mai is now handling the civil docket formerly assigned to Judge Trevor Pemberton. She will also continue to handle her
criminal docket until a new District Judge is appointed to fill the vacancy created by Judge Lisa Davis’ death.
• Judge Trevor Pemberton is handling the Juvenile Docket and Chief Judge duties formerly assigned to Judge Lisa Davis.
• Judge Greg Ryan is now handling the Domestic Docket formerly handled by Judge Thomas Riesen.
• Judge Riesen is now handling the Juvenile Docket formerly handled by Judge Greg Ryan.
• Courthouse will be closed Monday September 3rd for the Labor Day Holiday.
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2019-2020 Committee Chairs Announced
President-Elect Michael W. Brewer announces the Committee & Section Chairs for the upcoming year. If you have not signed up for a committee yet, please
consider joining one of these groups by calling the bar office at 236-8421.

Awards Committee – Judge Sheila Stinson
Bench & Bar Committee
Daniel G. Couch, Chair; Ronald Shinn, Vice Chair
Briefcase Committee – Ben Grubb
Continuing Education Committee
Jeff Curran & Dan Webber, Co-Chairs
Community Service Committee
Monica Ybarra, Chair; Lorenzo Banks, Vice Chair
Fee Grievance & Ethics Committee – LeAnne Burnett,
Chair; Amy Pierce, Vice Chair
Law Day Committee – Kellie Howell
Lawyers Against Domestic Abuse Committee
Nichole Gillett, Chair; Anden Bull, Vice Chair
Lawyers For Learning Committee – Virginia Holleman
Bankruptcy Section – Jason Sansone
Corporate Counsel Section – Jami Fenner & Coree Stevenson, Co-Chairs
Family Law Section – Christina Gelona-Hendricks & Rachel Morris, Co-Chairs
Young Lawyers Division – Amber Martin, Chair; Cami Ruff, Vice Chair

“ GOING THROUGH A CLAIM WAS DIFFICULT.
I lost many nights of sleep agonizing over

the error. OAMIC’s handling of the claim was
superb, as was the work of outside counsel.
I AM OAMIC FOR LIFE.”
— Ada attorney and OAMIC insured

Providing Oklahomans with legal
malpractice insurance since 1980

VISIT THE NEW
OAMIC.COM TO
LEARN MORE OR
APPLY ONLINE

405.471.5380 | 800.318.7505
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OCBA YLD Kicks Off
Harvest Food Drive
By Benjamin Grubb, YLD Chair

With summer winding down, the
Oklahoma County Bar Association
Young Lawyers Division is gearing
up for its annual Harvest Food Drive.
The Drive, conducted each year for
the benefit of the Oklahoma Regional
Food Bank, is the YLD’s primary philanthropic outreach. The Regional Food
Bank benefits from many yearly YLD

events,
like the annual “Striking Out Hunger” Bowling
Tournament and Chili Cookoff. For
many years running, the YLD has met
its commitment to donating at least
$20,000 to the Regional Food Bank to
help feed Oklahomans. We look forward to doing so again in 2019.
For nearly twenty-five years, the
YLD’s partnership with the Regional
Food Bank has been made possible by

generous donations from local
attorneys, businesses, and
law firms. Currently, the
Regional Food Bank provides food for more than
160,000 Oklahomans every
week, nearly forty percent of
whom are children. In Fiscal
Year 2018, the Regional
Food Bank distributed 68.6
million pounds of food to
families, seniors and children struggling with hunger,
serving 53 Oklahoma counties. Such efforts ease the
burden on the estimated one
in four Oklahoma children and
one in six seniors who are at risk of
going hungry every day.
A donation of just one dollar provides 5 meals for hungry Oklahomans,
and 96 cents out of every dollar donated is attributed directly to hunger
relief. Every dollar donated provides
five meals to hungry Oklahomans. In
addition to collecting donations, the
Regional Food Bank also provides
several fulfilling volunteer opportunities to assist with tasks such as sort-

ing and storing food. Each year, the
Regional Food Bank welcomes more
than 44,000 volunteers who contribute
more than 137,000 hours of service –
saving the Regional Food Bank more
than $2.4 million in labor volunteers.
The YLD is honored to be a part of
these volunteer efforts and to represent
the Oklahoma County Bar Association
with good works in our community.
This fall, be on the lookout for a
letter from the YLD and expect to
be contacted by YLD board members
about tax-deductible donations to the
Harvest Food Drive. If you are able
to do so, please consider a donation
to aid the YLD in fighting hunger in
Oklahoma. If you would like to donate
to the YLD’s Harvest Food Drive,
please contact the Oklahoma County
Bar Association at (405) 236-8421.
The YLD is working hard to receive
all donations in by early December,
but will continue to accept donations
through the holidays. To learn more
about the Oklahoma Regional Food
Bank and volunteering opportunities,
please visit their website at www.
regionalfoodbank.org.

Ogletree Deakins is pleased to announce that The
College of Labor and Employment Lawyers has
elected Sam Fulkerson as a Fellow of the College.
Mr. Fulkerson is Managing Shareholder of Ogletree’s
Oklahoma City office. The College is a non-profit
professional association honoring the leading
employment lawyers in the U.S. and Canada.
Election as a Fellow is the highest recognition by
employment law practitioners and members of
the judiciary of at least twenty years of practice
exemplifying excellence, professionalism and civility.
Mr. Fulkerson is only the second Oklahoma attorney
to be elected to the College (Leonard Court of Crowe Dunlevy was the first). A
formal induction ceremony will take place in New Orleans on November 9, 2019.
Ogletree Deakins is pleased to announce that
its Oklahoma City office has been recognized as
the Pro Bono Firm of the Year by the Federal Bar
Association’s Oklahoma City Chapter. The Award
is based on the Firm’s exceptional service and
outstanding performance in pro bono representation.
In addition, Oklahoma City Ogletree attorneys
Lori Winland and Justin Grose were recognized
individually by the Federal Bar Association for
their excellent representation in a pro bono federal
jury trial.

Ogletree is one of the 100 largest law firms globally, with offices throughout North America
and Europe; its Oklahoma City office presently has ten attorneys. Mr. Fulkerson serves on the
Firm’s Management Committee and also co-chairs its international Energy Practice Group.
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Bar Observer
McAfee & Taft elects Ronald
W. Little as shareholder
The shareholders of McAfee & Taft, Oklahoma’s
largest law firm, have elected Ronald W. Little as a
fellow shareholder.
Little, a 1982 honors graduate of the University of
Tulsa College of Law, is a veteran family law attorney
whose practice is focused on the representation
of clients in negotiations and disputes involving
prenuptial agreements, complex divorce actions, the
valuation of tangible and intangible business and
personal assets, the appropriate division of assets and
debts, child custody, and alimony and child support
payments. A portion of his practice is devoted to
serving as a mediator in civil litigation and family
law disputes.
Little’s achievements have earned him inclusion in
The Best Lawyers in America and Oklahoma Super
Lawyers.

Phillips Murrah Director Liz
Brown elected to Board of
Oklahoma’s largest petroleum
association
Phillips Murrah would like to congratulate Elizabeth
K. Brown, Shareholder/Director and member of the
Firm’s Energy and Natural Resources Practice Group,
on being elected to the Board of Directors of the newly
formed oil and gas industry advocacy organization,
The Petroleum Alliance of Oklahoma. Liz formerly
was a member of the OIPA Board of Directors until its
recent merger into the Alliance.
Liz’s election to the Petroleum Alliance of Oklahoma
Board of Directors will allow her to continue her
involvement in oil and gas industry matters. She brings
to the Board not only her experience in representing
oil and gas businesses in legal matters, but also her

We’re not just bringing
you the information
that you need.
We’re bringing it to
you where you need it.

I N P R I N T. O N L I N E . I N P E R S O N .

practical knowledge of oil and gas operations that she
has gained through managing The Gloria Corporation,
a privately held oil and gas company founded by her
father and based in Ada, Oklahoma. Having been raised
in the oil business, Liz has been actively involved in
every aspect of running a small, independent oil
company.
Also notably, Liz is one of four women who serve
on the 41-member Board. She joins Valerie Mitchell
(Corterra Energy Operating, LLC), Geree Wald Morton
(Plaster & Wald Consulting Corp.), and Samantha
Omey (ExxonMobil Corporation).
Liz’s law practice with Phillips Murrah is focused on
serving her privately held business clients as outside
general counsel where she assists in managing the many
legal issues that arise in running a business. Her role
often involves structuring, negotiating and handling
mergers and acquisitions, managing litigation, settling
disputes, assisting with tax planning and designing
estate and succession plans for family business owners.
The Petroleum Alliance of Oklahoma was formed
in November 2018, when two of the state’s industry
groups merged. Oklahoma Independent Petroleum
Association and the Oklahoma Oil and Gas Association
combined memberships to create a larger, stronger
association with the aim to more effectively represent
members in legislative and regulatory matters.
The new organization is now the largest trade
association representing the oil and natural gas industry
in the state, with more than 2,300 individuals from
about 1,300 companies – companies that account for
more than 90 percent of the state’s oil and natural gas
production.

OCU Law’s New Animal Law
Program
OCU Law announces the launch of the new Animal
Law Program funded by the Kirkpatrick Foundation
that could lead to OCU Law being one of the top
schools for Animal Law in the country. Students’
interest in this field has been strong for years, and for
some of our graduates, Animal Law is their primary
focus.
This new project will include four distinct parts.
The first is a networking opportunity for students to
network with lawyers who practice Animal Law. This
opportunity is part of OCU Law’s existing Capital
City Connect series, which has been established for
upper-class law students to connect with members of
the practicing bar before graduation for networking
opportunities, mentorship, career development, and
professional training. The second part of the project is
a one-week course in which Animal Law practitioners
will discuss specific topics like Companion Animal
Law, Farmed Animal Law, Wildlife Law, and Equine
Law. OCU Law plans to orchestrate a public lecture
(open to the community) for a nationally-recognized
keynote speaker to deliver a presentation on Animal
Law. Finally, the project will provide five students
and one faculty member the opportunity to attend
the annual Animal Law Conference held by Lewis &
Clark and the Animal Legal Defense Fund in Portland
in 2019.

Ybarra Joins TBS Factoring
Service LLC
Monica Y. Ybarra joined TBS Factoring Service,
LLC as Corporate Counsel. She received her J.D. from
Oklahoma City University School of law in 2014.
Monica will continue to serve on the Oklahoma County
Bar Association Board of Directors and as Chair of the
OCU Law Alumni Association. Her new phone number
is (405) 528-4490 and her new email address is monica.ybarra@tbsokc.com.
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DIVORCING
THE HOME
U S E , OW N E RS H I P, A N D C A P I TA L G A I N S
Some divorcing couples may decide to keep the marital home and then sell it at a later
date, for example when their kids finish school. If there’s a possibility of capital gains when
the home is sold, your client should consult with you and their financial planner.
The current capital gains tax law allows a $500,000 marital couple exclusion or a $250,000
single exclusion. To qualify for the higher exclusion amount, your client must meet
both the ownership and use requirements.
• Ownership: Both divorcing spouses must stay on the title.
• Use: The marital home must have been used as the primary residence during the
marriage. Even if one spouse moved out at any time, they can still comply with the use
rule if they lived in the home as their marital residence during the marriage.

C O N TAC T U S TO L E A R N M O R E
WE’RE HERE TO MAKE A FRESH START AS EASY AND EFFORTLESS AS POSSIBLE.

Dominic Dangora
Senior Mortgage Advisor | NMLS 816033
Direct: 405.896.5217 | Cell: 405.202.1788
DDangora@HouseLoan.com
www.DominicDangora.com
4801 Gaillardia Parkway, Suite 325 | Oklahoma City, OK 73142

Troy & Denise Schroder, CDRE
Keller Williams Realty Elite
Schroder Real Estate Group
Direct: 405.757.7207
Complimentary Attorney Portal:
www.OklahomaDivorceDocs.com
5629 North Classen Boulevard | Oklahoma City, OK 73118

Not a commitment to lend. Borrower must meet qualification criteria. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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