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EDDIE GOLDMAN: WHAT A LIFE!
By Special Judge Allen Welch
Harold Konigsberg was a bad man. He
was a loan shark who specialized in thrashing “deadbeats” with a lead-lined rubber
hose. He was also a suspect in perhaps
twenty mob hits.
A New York City policeman said, “He
enjoyed killing, and enjoyed getting paid
for it.” He represented himself in an extortion trial, claimed insanity, and – apparently in an effort to foster that defense – defecated in his pants mid-trial. Later, during
a confab of mobsters, Konigsberg casually
circled behind “Three Fingers” Castellito
and strangled him to death with Venetian
blind cords. Castellito’s body was never
found, but Konigsberg was sentenced to
twenty years for the murder.
Imagine wide-eyed little Eddie
Goldman and his buddies sitting on the

corner, spitting and whittling, and sharing
the latest stories about the local wiseguys,
like Harold Konigsberg.
Eddie Goldman grew up in Bayonne,
New Jersey, just across the river from New
York City. Bayonne and nearby cities like
Hoboken were full of notorious characters.
Frank Sinatra was from Hoboken. Eddie’s
father told his sons that Frank Sinatra was
“a bum.”
Eddie’s mother weigh 102 pounds but
was often, Eddie said, “in your face.” His
father was from Poland. He sold soda. A
local named Harold Konigsberg loaded
soda trucks for Eddie’s father, until he
found another calling.
Teen-aged Eddie was a baker, earning
$3.15 an hour, when his parents told him
to go to school and see a counselor, in no

particular order. Eddie located a college in
a faraway land called Oklahoma. “I didn’t
even know where Oklahoma was,” said
Eddie, “but I did know about OU football.”
He told his father that he was, nonetheless,
not going to college. “Oh, yes, you are,”
his father barked. That settled that. Eddie
soon moved from the New York City
metroplex to the plains of Oklahoma. He
enrolled at Oklahoma City University one
hot day in August 1964.
Eddie played baseball at OCU, and
helped make ends meet by being a dorm
counselor. He intended to teach and coach
after he graduated. He then met, however, his life-long mentor, Paul Hansen.
(Paul Hansen later became the basketball
See WHAT A LIFE!, PAGE 9

Eddie Goldman with brother Robert Goldman
and their father.
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It’s time for a new County Jail
By Miles Pringle
Mayor Holt is looking for ideas for MAPS 4, and he is challenging us to think big. In
fact, the appointed theme of MAPS 4 is “Dream Big”. While I agree we need to dream,
we first must address the nightmare in our midst – the Oklahoma County Jail.
It is important to state that improvements have been made at the jail recently;
however, many reports coming out of the jail have and continue to be inexcusable. In 2018 six inmates died while in custody,1 down from twelve in 2017 and
fifteen in 2016.2 In February of this year, inmate Nicholas Green died from an
accidental drug overdose. In December, a County jailer was charged with committing two counts of sexual battery and two counts of forcible oral sodomy
against a female inmate while on duty.3 Inmate deaths and other alleged civil
rights abuses have resulted in several lawsuits.
Costing county tax payers $52 million, “The 13-story jail has been plagued
with structural and operational problems since it opened in 1991.”4 An awkward physical layout creates blind spots for the officers on staff (some of which
in 2008 existed within cells and showers).5 A straight-line plumbing system,
which inmates sometimes intentionally clog to cause sewage to flood the
See MAPS 4, PAGE 4
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2019 – A Year to
Be a Little Kinder
By Sheila Stinson
As we start this
new year, I am excited about some things
planned with the
OCBA for 2019. So
look for some new
and upcoming events.
The new year also includes the swearing
in of several new judges in the Oklahoma
City metro area and throughout the state,
including the swearing in of Oklahoma
County’s own Justice Noma Gurich as
Chief Justice of the Oklahoma Supreme
Court. So on behalf of the Oklahoma
County Bar Association, I welcome the
new and returning members of the judiciary, and we as an Association look forward to working with each of you.
As the new year starts, it’s always full
of resolutions, goal setting, and evaluating what worked and didn’t work in the
last year. As 2019 started, I asked my
two young children what goals they had
for the upcoming year. My 8 year old is
what some may refer to as an “old soul.”
He tends to contemplate things a little
more than my younger son. So after
some discussion, he decided that in the
next year, he wants to “be a little kinder
and to stay out of trouble.” I realized
that should probably be the goal for all
of us.
Starting with the kindness, we can all
be a little kinder. I know I can be. I have
a quote on my desk that says “Be kind
whenever possible. It is always possible.” I need to read that quote more
often than I do. I also need to tape it to
my dash for my commute up I-35 each
evening. Regarding kindness in the legal
profession, I’m not sure if it was the end
of the year stresses I wrote about last
month, or the weather, or some aspect of
the moon that I don’t understand, but in
December I saw more not-so-kind state-

ments and actions by counsel and parties than usual. As much as we beg for
civility and professionalism, I propose
it is ultimately all rooted in kindness.
Sometimes it’s really hard to be kind,
but if my 8 year old wants to be kinder to
his sometimes pesky, taunting, younger
brother whose primary purpose on this
earth is to strengthen his brother through
acts of torment and teasing, I encourage
you to be kinder to everyone in your professional and personal dealings.
One way to work toward kindness
in our profession is through our own
Association. A friend years ago told
me something that has always stayed
with me: “You can’t hate up close.” It’s
hard to hate a person, or even be overly
unkind to someone, if you they sit across
the table from you at an OCBA committee meeting. It’s hard to call someone
unkind names in the courthouse hallways if you know you are volunteering
with that person the following week by
reading to children. So if you are looking for ways to build bridges and engage

with your own legal community, call the
OCBA office and say you want to help.
Call me, if you want to help.
Now, for the stay out of trouble resolution. Granted, “trouble” for my 2nd
grader likely looks a little different than
“trouble” for a grown lawyer or judge.
But maybe it’s doesn’t. It includes following the rules, listening more than you
talk, questioning authority with respect
and reverence, taking care of yourself,
taking care of others, not lying, being
on time, and accepting responsibility
for your messes. So, I propose that in
2019, we declare, as a profession, and
as a group of people that all associate
ourselves with the legal community,
that staying out of trouble needs to be a
declared resolution.
Go forth and be kind, and stay out of
trouble. If a sweet little 8 year old can
strive for it, so can we! And for those
of you wondering about the 5 year old’s
resolution, it was to go to Toys R Us
more often. I don’t have the heart to tell
him....
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Quote of the MONTH
There is a cult of ignorance in the United States, and
there always has been. The strain of anti-intellectualism
has been a constant thread winding its way through our
political and cultural life, nurtured by the false notion
that democracy means that “my ignorance is just as good
as your knowledge.” — Isaac Asimov, scientist and writer (1920-1992)
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Stump Roscoe
STUMP ROSCOE
By
Roscoe X. Pound
Dear Roscoe: My client’s late husband
filed for bankruptcy. They had another
house in Estes Park which they, and their
children, use for a vacation home. They
held title as joint tenants. Now the Trustee
is suing to sell the property. Don’t you
think the bankruptcy court lost jurisdiction
at the moment of his death since it passed
immediately to his wife by operation of
law? J.R., Bethany, OK
DEAR J.R.: First, condolences to
your client. Death in a family is always
a sad thing, but it’s especially cruddy, in my opinion, when it overshadows
the Holidays. Getting to your question,
I agree with you, and think the Tenth
Circuit would too. They just decided in
Cohen v. Chernushin under similar facts.
A Colorado widow opposed a Trustee’s
efforts to sell a second home after the
suicide of her spouse. The property was
held in joint tenancy by the couple, and
Husband alone filed for Chapter 7. She
too claimed the estate’s interest died with
Mr. Chernushin. The Bankruptcy Court
agreed, as did the District Court. The
Tenth Circuit affirmed.
The court laid out the basics: “The commencement of a bankruptcy case “creates
an estate.” 11 U.S.C. § 541(a). “Section
541(a)(1) provides that the property of
the estate includes ‘all legal or equitable
interests of the debtor in property as of
the commencement of the bankruptcy
case.” However, the court noted, absent
some overriding federal interest, the existence and extent of property interest pose
questions of State law. The court also
ruled “Congress intended the trustee to
stand in the shoes of the debtor and ‘take
no greater rights than the debtor himself
had.” Under Colorado law, each joint
tenant possesses an undivided interest in
the whole property. [A]ny “[s]everance
must occur prior to the death of one of the
joint tenants, since the right of survivorship instantly vests title to the whole property in the surviving tenant at the moment
of death of the other joint tenant.”
The Trustee argued: (1) Federal Rule of
Bankruptcy Procedure 1016 provides that
the death of the debtor does not impact
the bankruptcy estate; (2) the Chapter
7 trustee has plenary authority over the
bankruptcy estate subject to bankruptcy
court approval; and (3) the Chapter 7
trustee has greater rights than the debtor
under the strong arm clause.
As to the first argument, the Tenth
Circuit ruled that nothing in the plain
text of the rule states that the bankruptcy

estate can never change upon the death
of the debtor. Instead, the rule directs that
the bankruptcy proceedings shall continue and the estate “shall be administered
and the case concluded in the same
manner, so far as possible,” as though
death had not transpired. This is a procedural rule. It says nothing substantial
about the bankruptcy estate. Next, the
court found that the Trustee’s argument
is based on a misunderstanding about the
property in Mr. Chernushin’s bankruptcy
estate. Colorado’s joint tenancy law did
not interfere with federal law or with his
ability to manage the bankruptcy estate to
the extent of the property lawfully included. Finally, the strong arm clause “gives
a bankruptcy Trustee special powers to
defeat the status of certain creditors.”
Ms. Chernushin is not a creditor, nor is
there any question about the status of any
creditors related to the second home. She
was a joint tenant and is now the sole
owner of the second home.
Dear Roscoe: My client taught at
a private religious school. As part of
her duties she led opening and closing prayers each day, and taught the
“Bible-based curriculum” endorsed by
the school. When she informed the school
that she needed a few weeks off for medical treatment the school fired her. I sent
a demand letter to the school, asserting
my client’s ADA rights. I receive a letter
back from some lawyer in Topeka saying
he represents the school, and that the
ADA doesn’t apply due to the “ministerial
exemption.” Is there such an animal and,
if so, how do I kill it? M.D.B., OKC
DEAR MDB: There is indeed such an
animal. The Supreme Court confirmed
in HosannaTabor Evangelical Lutheran
Church & School v. E.E.O.C. that, as
part of that right, the First Amendment’s
Establishment and Free Exercise Clauses
“bar the government from interfering
with the decision of a religious group to
fire one of its ministers.” 565 U.S. 171,
181 (2012); The Court grounded this
principle in a longstanding historical and
jurisprudential concern with “political
interference” in “matters of church government as well as those of faith and doctrine.” Id. at 184, 186 (citations omitted).
When the ministerial exception applies,
it categorically bars an employee’s suit
under otherwise generally applicable
employment laws. Assuming your client
is not an ordained minister in the faith
in question, the operative inquiry here is
whether it applies.
Ordinarily, teaching basic subjects to
a certain grade does not make the teacher a minister. Two key questions are
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whether your client held herself out as
a minister, and whether she performed
a key role in “transmitting the faith to
the next generation.” Hosanna-Tabor,
emphasized the importance of assessing
both the amount of time spent on religious
functions and “the nature of the religious
functions performed.” 565 U.S. at 194
(emphasis added); see also id. at 204
(Alito, J., concurring) (“What matters is
that [the individual] played an important
role as an instrument of her church’s
religious message and as a leader of its
worship activities.”). This sounds like
a quantitative factual inquiry. A contrary rule, making any school employee
who teaches religion would fall within
the ministerial exception, would not be
faithful to Hosanna-Tabor or its underlying constitutional and policy considerations. It would render most of the analysis in Hosanna-Tabor irrelevant, basing
the exception on a single aspect of the
employee’s role rather than on a holistic
examination of her training, duties, title,
and the extent to which she is tasked with
transmitting religious ideas.
Hope you all have a great 2019 in store
for you.
Holidays here were tense but blessedly
uneventful. I lived under the threat laid
down by that rotund hit-man I told you
about, but no one took any actions to follow through.
One morning in January, I left the
Hudson County Courthouse making my
way to the parking lot on Newark Avenue.
As I approached Larry and Joe’s Pizza, I
noticed Ernie Trani outside that restaurant,
apparently just holding up the wall. I started to speak, but a subtle shake of his head
dissuaded me. As I began to cross over
at Chestnut, I heard Ernie call out: “Hey
Philthy.”

I turned. Ernie stood on the corner with
two other guys, his pistol at the back of the
taller one’s head. “Citizen’s Arey – ust”
Ernie called in a nasal drawl. The other
man plunged his hand inside his coat. A
shadow passed briefly. Al, the expensively but impeccably coifed wookie who did
Ernie’s driving, pistol whipped him to the
ground. “I saw that,” an old man called
out. “The big guy buffaloed him.” “Yes
sir,” Al answered somewhat apologetically, “Just as hard as I could.”
Several uniformed officers approached,
weapons out and ready. They called upon
Ernie to drop his gun. Ernie replied: “OK.
So long as you guys keep your weapons
on these two. This fella here is Dave
Carnahan out of Philly. He’s a hitter and
bail jumper wanted for questioning by
the FBI. The guy on the ground is Marc
Willoughby from Camden. He’s wanted
by the Newark P.D. for aggravated assault
and witness intimidation.” So saying,
Ernie raised his hands, gun dangling from
his index finger by the trigger guard.
More officers arrived. They collected
the weapons all around, and placed each of
the four in cuffs.
“You’re getting old Roscoe,” Ernie said.
“In the old days you’d’ve made these torpedoes.”
“I did,” I told him.
“So what was your plan?”
“Keep walking ‘til you took care of it.”
“Presumption’s a sin, you know. You
didn’t even draw,” he pointed out.
“I’m not armed.”
Ernie looked as if he pitied me.
“What. I can’t bring a gun into the
courthouse.”
The look Ernie gave me suggested a
long-suffering tutor hearing the recitations
of a bright but underperforming student.
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MAPS 4

It’s time for a new County Jail
MAPS 4 From PAGE 1
officers below, is also used as a communication system throughout the entire jail.6
An outbreak of mold cost the county more
than $850,000 to address.7 Commissioner
Ray Vaughn stated that “Mold continues
to be pervasive due to leaking water pipes
that will cost $5 million to replace… It’s
money the county doesn’t have.”8
In 2008, the federal government
removed all federal detainees from the
Oklahoma County Jail because of the
danger it posed to prisoner safety, and
ten years later it still will not use the jail.9
Since 2009 the jail has been operating
under a Memorandum of Understanding
with the U.S. Department of Justice after
an investigation found 60 civil rights violations.10 The Department determined that
the Oklahoma County Jail fails to provide
detainees with: 1) reasonable protection
from harm; 2) constitutionally-required
mental health care services; 3) adequate
housing, sanitation and environmental protections; and, 4) protection from serious
fire-safety risks. The findings supporting
the Department of Justice’s determination
were appalling. For example, a letter from
the then Acting Assistant Attorney General
stated that “we found detainees sleeping
on the floor and three or four detainees
locked into two-man cells. The detainees
spend nearly 24-hours per day in these
cramped quarters.”11 The letter noted that
“the excessive number of detainees in
close quarters contributes to issues such as
increased violence among detainees and
the grossly unsanitary condition of cells.”
The Department further documented “an
inordinately high risk of detainee-on-detainee violence at the Jail as a result of
the Jail’s chronic overcrowding,” and that
“between January 2006 and March 2007
there were 1,337 reported use of force
incidents” by the jail staff.
As cited ad nauseum in the Justice
Department’s report, the biggest issue
facing the jail (and Oklahoma more generally) is that too many people are being
jailed. From 1983 to 2016 the county jail
population in Oklahoma County grew
from 495 people to 2,581, a more than
fivefold increase.12 What is also concerning is why these prisoners are detained
in the first place. According to Oklahoma
County Commissioner Ray Vaughn, “The
highest population of offenders in the jail
committed misdemeanors. They are not
felons… The highest population of those
misdemeanor offenses are being arrested
for not having a valid driver’s license.”13
According to another report, approximately “80 percent of people coming into the

jail are pretrial; they are not being punished for an offense, they have not been
found guilty. One-quarter of all jail admissions are for the lowest-level offenses:
municipal and traffic violations—public
drunkenness, not having a driver’s license
at the time of a traffic stop, failing to
pay a municipal fine or fee, etc.—from
Oklahoma City.”14
Thus, I do not argue that building a
new Oklahoma County Jail will in any way
fix our broken criminal justice system. Nor
do I place sole blame for the issues affecting the jail on staff, law enforcement, or
even the building itself for the dreadful
conditions to which we confine our fellow
citizens. We are simply locking too many
people up, and we do not have the resources to do it in a humane, constitutional or
even productive manner. Nevertheless, we
can improve the intolerable facilities we
do have for the staff, the inmates and the
moral worth of our community.
Leaders in the Oklahoma City community have been stepping up regarding
the County Jail, and Criminal Justice
reform more generally. In late 2015 the
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber created a
special task force chaired by Clay Bennett
to evaluate Oklahoma County’s criminal
justice system, make recommendations,
and prepare for future investments in the
County’s jail and other related facilities.
In addition to Bennett, the members of the
task force included prominent Oklahoma
City leaders such as former Mayor Mick
Cornett; Oklahoma Supreme Court Justice
Noma Gurich; Robert Henry, former Chief
Justice of the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals
and former President and CEO, Oklahoma
City University; Larry Nichols, Chairman
Emeritus, Devon Energy Corporation;
and, David Rainbolt, President/CEO,
BancFirst Corporation. Information and
reports by the task force can be found at
www.smartsafeokco.com.
The group’s final report was issued
on December 14, 2016. Many of the facts
in this article are drawn from that report.
The task force agreed that systematic
overcrowding is the main issue affecting
conditions at the jail, stating that “To
be sure, there are critical humanitarian
concerns with the current facility, but jail
overcrowding is not a problem that the
county can simply build its way out of.
Rather, the county needs systemic reforms
that address the root causes of the overcrowding.” The task force recommend six
areas of reform including keeping people
charged with lower level offenses out of
the jail entirely and creating alternatives
to jail for people with mental illness and/
or substance use disorders.
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The recommendations by the task
force address the systematic issues affecting our local prison population; however,
we will likely always be in need of a county jail. For 25+ years our current facility
has failed all of us. It is time for a change
to reflect Oklahoma County and its values.
I am not the first, nor likely the last,
to raise this idea. Oklahoma Joe – Joe
Hight – published an article on December
10th calling on Oklahoma City to address
the jail. Joe argues “In the midst of the
downtown Oklahoma City progress and
success, the fading 13-story, 27-year-old
structure stands as a testament of our failure. And each year we don’t do something
about it, it becomes even more unseemly
and the cost of replacing it increases.”15 So
let’s do something.

6
Coburn, James, “Oklahoma County Jail discussions continue”, The Edmond Sun, published Aug. 15,
2017.
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Cato’s Letters: No. 42
Considerations On The Nature Of Laws
By Trenchard & Gordon - August 26, 1721
We will depart again from whole transcriptions and in the spirit of brevity pick and choose those tidbits that seem to me to best express the theme of the entire letter.
By Geary Walke
Human malice exceeds human wisdom. Whenever laws
fail we must have recourse to reason and nature, which are
the only guides in the making of laws. Cicero said “The
foundation of the law was uncovered from nature itself.”
Positive laws can never entirely prevent the arts of crafty
men to evade them or the power of great ones to violate
them. New laws are daily in the making and new occasions
for more are daily arising. Some laws are therefore signs
of the corruption of man and many laws are signs of the
corruption of a state.
Positive laws taken from the law of nature according to
the exigencies of times, places and persons, grow obsolete
or cease to be as soon as they cease to be necessary. Law is
right reason; commanding things that are good and forbidding things that are bad; distinguishing and declaring things
that are just and unjust, and the penalties or advantages
annexed to them.
Every people are capable of making laws, and good laws;
and laws that are bad are gained by corruption, faction, fear
or surprise. Arms and money procured Caesar a law to
declare him lawless. But as the most pompous power can
never unsettle the everlasting landmarks between good and
evil, no more than those between pleasure and pain, Caesar
remained still a rebel to his country and his acts remained
wicked and tyrannical.
Laws are not always the measure of right and wrong.

Law is based not on men’s opinions but on nature. It is
impossible to devise laws sufficient to regulate and manage
every occurrence and circumstance of life. And, men must
have, and will have, great allowances made to their own
natural liberty and discretion. Every man should do all the
good and prevent all the evil that he can. This is the voice
of the law of nature and all men would be happy by it if all
men would practice it. The establishment of falsehood and
tyranny cannot be justly called law which is the impartial
rule of good and evil, and can never the sanction of evil
alone.
Law ought to be a reformer of vice and an incentive to
virtue. Rewards and punishments therefore constitute the
whole strength of laws. Promulgation of laws is an appeal
to the sense and interest of men, which of the two they will
choose.
The two great laws of human society are those of equity
and self-preservation. By the first all men are bound alike
not to hurt one another. By the second all men have a right
alike to defend themselves. All the laws of society are
entirely reciprocal and no man ought to be exempt from
their force. He who observes no law forfeits all title to the
protection of law. It is wickedness not to destroy a destroyer. Many mischiefs are prevented by destroying one who
shows a certain disposition to commit many. To allow a
license to any man to do evil with impunity is to make vice

triumph over virtue and make innocence the prey of the
guilty. If any man may destroy whom he pleases without
resistance then he may extinguish the human race without
resistance.
The law of nature does not only allow us to defend ourselves but obliges us to defend ourselves. He who does
not resist mischief when he may is guilty of the same crime
as if he deserted his parents, his friends and his country.
Laws are the checks upon the unruly and partial appetites of men. The great difficulty has hitherto been to find
proper checks for those who are to check and administer the
laws. No man in society ought to have any privilege above
the rest without giving the society some equivalent for his
privilege. Thus legislators, who compile good laws, and
good magistrates, who execute them, do, by their honest
attendance upon the public, deserve the privileges and pay
which the public allow them. It has been well said that a
chief magistrate, “He is above the private members of the
community, but the community itself is above him.”
Wherever the laws are honestly intended and equally
executed so as to comprehend in their penalties and operation the great as well and as much of the small, and hold in
awe the magistrates as much as the subjects, that government is good and the people are happy.

OKLAHOMA CHAPTER MEMBERS
Check Available Dates Calendars Online for the following attorneys, recognized for

Excellence in the field of Alternative Dispute Resolution

Daniel Boudreau
Tulsa

R. Lyle Clemens
Oklahoma City

Jake Jones, III
Oklahoma City

Ed Cunningham
Edmond

Robert C. Margo
Oklahoma City

Barry R. Davis
Edmond

Larry D. Ottaway
Oklahoma City

John A. Gladd
Tulsa

Joseph H. Paulk
Tulsa

Daniel E. Holeman
Tulsa

Ted Sherwood
Tulsa

The National Academy of Distinguished Neutrals is an invitation-only professional association of over 900 litigator-rated
Mediators & Arbitrators throughout the US and a proud sponsor of both the DRI & AAJ. For info, visit www.NADN.org/about

6 BRIEFCASE • January 2019

Oklahoma County Bar Association
Bench & Bar Conference 2019
Judicial Independence in the Social Media Age: Facebook Friends or Judge/Attorney

** 4 HOURS OF CLE
** SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
**HOSPITALITY
**COMRADERIE

MARCH 29 & 30, 2019
SEQUOYAH STATE LODGE

2019 OCBA Bench & Bar Conference Agenda
Friday, March 29

Saturday, March 30 (cont.)

4:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Registration – Main Lobby

11:00 – 11:10 a.m.

Stretch & Breathe

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Hospitality Suites Open –Suites 221 & 223

11:10 – 12:00 p.m.

Choice of Breakout Sessions – Part II

8:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Welcome Buffet – Sequoyah Hall

9:00 – 11:00 p.m.

Hospitality Suites Open –Suites 221 & 223

A. Oklahoma State Court Judges Panel – Chief Justice Noma Gurich,
Judges Richard Ogden, Trevor Pemberton & Sheila Stinson
B. U.S. Western District of Oklahoma Judges Panel – U.S. District Judge
Timothy DeGiusti, Magistrate Judges Suzanne Mitchell & Scott Palk

Saturday, March 30
8:00 – 8:45 a.m.

Country Getaway Breakfast Buffet – Sequoyah Hall

8:45 – 9:00 a.m.

CLE Sign-In

9:00 – 9:10 a.m.

Welcome – President Sheila Stinson

9:10 – 10:00 a.m.

Chief Justice Noma Gurich, Oklahoma Supreme Court

10:00 – 10:10 a.m.

Stretch & Breathe

10:10 – 11:00 a.m.

Choice of Break-out Sessions:

A. Oklahoma State Court Judges Panel – Chief Justice Noma Gurich,
Judges Richard Ogden, Trevor Pemberton & Sheila Stinson
B. U.S. Western District of Oklahoma Judges Panel –
U.S. District Judge Timothy DeGiusti, Magistrate Judges Suzanne

C. What You Should Know About Oklahoma County Drug Court –
Judge Ken Stoner
12:15 p.m.

Delicatessen Buffet Lunch – Sequoyah Hall

2:00 p.m.

Wine Tasting – Heather Ezell, Sommelier
Hiking
Golf Tournament
Activities on Your Own

6:00 p.m.

Cash Bar – Sequoyah Hall

7:00 p.m.

BBQ Buffet – Sequoyah Hall
Special Awards & Prizes

7:30 – 8:20 p.m.

Mitchell & Scott Palk
C. Best Practices in Mediation – Steven L. Barghols

Ethics Seminar –
Presented by OCBA Young Lawyers Troupe

8:45 – 11:00 p.m.

Hospitality Suite 223 Open
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Call 1-800-368-1486 to make room reservations. To get the special room rate, mention that you are with the Oklahoma County Bar Association Bench & Bar Conference.

OKLAHOMA COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
BENCH & BAR CONFERENCE 2019
March 29 & 30, 2019 – Sequoyah State Lodge
****REGISTRATION FORM****
Registrant’s Name: _________________________________________________________ OBA #: _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________ City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________ E-Mail: ____________________________________________________________________________

List name as it should appear on badge: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Registration Fee includes all meals (Friday Night Welcome Buffet, Saturday Morning Country Getaway Breakfast Buffet, Saturday Delicatessen Buffet and Saturday
Evening BBQ Buffet) and 4.0 Hours of MCLE Credit.
Circle One

Regular Member

Early Bird -- Before March 1, 2019....................... $215
Late Registration -- After March 1, 2019............... $265
+ Spouse/Guest
Early Bird -- Before March 1, 2019....................... $315
Late Registration -- After March 1, 2019............... $365
+ Family
Early Bird -- Before March 1, 2019....................... $385
Late Registration -- After March 1, 2019............... $435

Government Lawyer & Young Lawyer
(in practice less than 10 years)

Early Bird -- Before March 1, 2019....................... $175
Late Registration -- After March 1, 2019............... $225
+ Spouse/Guest
Early Bird -- Before March 1, 2019....................... $275
Late Registration -- After March 1, 2019............... $325
+ Family
Early Bird -- Before March 1, 2019....................... $300
Late Registration -- After March 1, 2019............... $350

Break-out Session Selection

Judge

(Full-Time)

Early Bird -- Before March 1, 2019....................... $115
Late Registration -- After March 1, 2019............... $150
+ Spouse/Guest
Early Bird -- Before March 1, 2019....................... $215
Late Registration -- After March 1, 2019............... $250
+ Family
Early Bird -- Before March 1, 2019....................... $275
Late Registration -- After March 1, 2019............... $310

Extracurricular Activities
Wine Tasting............................................................................. $30
Professional Sommelier Heather Ezell

(Mark using 1 & 2 which sessions you want to attend):
A. Oklahoma County Judges Panel

_____

B. U.S. Federal Judges Panel

_____

C. Best Practices in Mediation

_____

D. What You Should Know About Oklahoma County Drug Court

_____

Hiking........................................................................................... $5
Includes refreshments, snake-bite kit & prizes.
Golf Tournament....................................................................... $30
Includes golf balls, tees, refreshments & prizes.
Other activities available on your own – horseback riding, bike trails,
fishing, disc golf & near-by Fort Gibson.

Spouse/Guest/Family Attendee Names:
Spouse/Guest: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Family: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Family: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Family: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $________________

Check

VISA

Mastercard

Check should be made payable to OCBA.
CARD #:____________________________________________________________________

CCV#:__________ EXPIRATION DATE: __________________

Mail Registration Form to: OCBA, 119 N. Robinson, Ste. 240, Oklahoma City, OK 73102
OR Fax to 405/232-2210.
Cancellations will be accepted at anytime on or before March 15, 2019 for a full refund; a $50 fee will be charged for cancellations on or after March 15, 2019.
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December Donations
Family Law Section members
brought in diaper donation
for the Infant Crisis Center

The Community Service
Committee, courtesy of
Judge Kendal Minmier
and the Tawwater Law
Firm, provided blankets
for residents at the
Edwards Redeemer
Nursing Home

The Young Lawyers
Division provided
necessities for the
Children’s Center
Rehabilitation Hospital
in Bethany

OAMIC Introduces
Employed Lawyer Policy

Considering
Professional
Liability
coverage as
an Employed
Lawyer?
We now have a
policy for you!
Coverage includes pro bono
legal services with employer’s
written permission

OAMIC.COM | P 405 471 5380 | 800 318 7505

Exposure to regulatory
compliance issues, HIPPA, &
other areas makes this well
worth the expense.
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EDDIE GOLDMAN: WHAT A LIFE!
WHAT A LIFE! From PAGE 1
coach at Oklahoma State University. His wife Carol Hansen
served on the Oklahoma Court of Civil Appeals.)
Paul Hansen told Eddie “you know, you really ought to
go to law school.” And so he did.
Eddie was employed as the bailiff for Oklahoma
County District Judge Jack Parr, during his three years
of law school. Judge Parr – and Eddie – were “complete work horses.” Judge Parr, with Eddie sitting at his
elbow, once tried six felonies in one month. He had
a reputation for being demanding. Perhaps you’ve
heard stories about lawyers, arriving at 8:30 for a
9:00 docket, being chastised for arriving at Court
late. Judge Parr was the Goldmans’ first visitor at the
hospital when their oldest child was born.
Eddie and his wife have three sons. Gary owns a local
restaurant, Cultivar. Tommy is a local attorney. Jeff was
the athlete. Eddie’s brother Robert followed big brother to

Oklahoma, attended law school at the University of Tulsa, and
is also a local attorney.
Eddie has always been an athlete. He religiously ran and
rode bikes until he broke his leg two years ago in a bicycle
accident. He now swims regularly. Fitness runs in his family.
His father died two years ago at age 97.
Robert Goldman began volunteering at the Red Andrews
Christmas dinner about twenty-five years ago. Eddie followed
suit about ten years later. The Goldman family is of the Jewish
faith. They enjoy feeding the hungry and downtrodden all day,
every Christmas day. Five thousand people now attend the Red
Andrews Christmas dinner, thanks, in large part, to the labor
and efforts of the Goldman family.
Eddie is a great story teller and, if you get the chance, you
should spit and whittle with him for a while. He might entertain you with stories about Mafia hits or Oklahoma County
courthouse lore. Eddie Goldman is a blessing to our community and to our Bar.

Book Notes
By Bill Gorden
The Last Watchman of Old Cairo Michael David Lukas, Random House, 2018,
Hardcover, 271 pages, $15.39, Kindle $13.99
There seems to be a recent trend in the print and visual arts to interweave several
stories in a work, not just as to the story parts themselves, but as to time. The recent
movie Dunkirk is an example. One story interfaces with another, but with sometimes
big time and space differentials, until at the end they all come together. This is not the
old mechanism of flashbacks. It is a method of showing us the meaning of one story as
it impresses itself on another, and a third story doing the same on both the others. It can
be at times confusing, but it has the happy end of keeping us alert and involved.
So it is with this novel. One story starts a thousand years ago. Another starts eight

hundred years later, and a third begins with a Narrators youth and includes the present.
The common threads are one family, and a “lost” Torah scroll. The Watchmen carry on
a tradition of a Muslim caretaking a Synagogue. Hence, the family. This is an intriguing
concept in and of itself. Then there are two lively characters, twin sisters in search of a
Torah scroll which is, was, or might be in the attic of the Synagogue. The Narrator is trying to sort out his own life, future, and his relationship to the past. Or, is that the present?
As may be expected, there are different endings for each of the perspectives. This
makes the book fun, and every time a chapter opens one must scramble to find out the
time and place. That is almost like another character. It is all carried off well.
This might be a chapter-at-a-time read, but if you don’t like to have to check back a
few pages to re-acquaint with the other story, it could be a problem. It is not as easy as
re-winding the movie.

1233 Sovereign Row • Oklahoma City, OK 73108
www.warrenproducts.com • (405) 947-5676
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1983
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Bar Observer
Lloyd T. Hardin, Jr. named
Fellow of Construction
Lawyers Society of America
Lloyd T. Hardin, Jr., a veteran real estate
and construction lawyer with McAfee &
Taft, has been selected a Fellow of the
Construction Lawyers Society of America.  
The CLSA is an exclusive, invitation-only
honorary association composed of preeminent lawyers specializing in construction
law and related fields, with fellowship
limited to 1,200 practicing attorneys from
the United States and internationally.
Fellows are selected following an extensive evaluation process that incorporates
both internal research and peer reviews
of the candidates’ legal achievements and
contributions to the field of construction
law and litigation, as well as their ethical
reputations.
For more than 40 years, Hardin has
focused his practice on the representation
of clients, both domestic and international,
in all phases of real estate law, including construction and development, sales
and acquisitions, exchanges, financing
and refinancing, commercial leasing, and
real estate management. He is particularly
regarded for his work on high-profile commercial projects that include nationally
recognized hotels and resorts, golf courses,
and office complexes from coast-to-coast.
Hardin is also an elected Fellow of the
American College of Real Estate Law-

yers and has been perennially recognized
by many of the legal industry’s leading
publications, including Chambers USA
Guide to America’s Leading Lawyers for
Business, The Best Lawyers in America,
and Oklahoma Super Lawyers.

Hall Estill Represents US
Beef in Monumental Sale of
368 Arby’s Restaurants
United States Beef Corporation, the
largest Arby’s franchisee in the country,
announced last week the sale of all 368 of
its Arby’s restaurants. A team of attorneys
from Hall Estill law firm, led by Sarah E.
Hansel and Robert F. Dougherty, represented United States Beef Corporation and
its affiliates in this significant sale.
U.S. Beef sold the locations to RB
American Group, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Flynn Restaurant Group, with a
portfolio that now represents $2.3 billion
in sales and approximately 50,000 employees in 33 states.
The Davis family created U.S. Beef
in 1969 and grew the company from a
single franchise to one of the country’s
top 10 franchises with more than 8,000
employees. They owned Arby’s locations
in nine Midwest and western states including Oklahoma, Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, Idaho, Illinois, Wyoming and Colorado.

YOUR CLIENT NEEDS
A GOOD DOCTOR
Minutes matter when it comes to auto accident pain. What
happens in those few minutes can make the diﬀerence in
getting claims approved promptly or getting denied. Our
doctors and staﬀ specialize in getting your clients the care
they need in a responsible and compassionate manner.
• Walk-ins Accepted
• Same Day Exams
• No Out Of Pocket
• Xray / MRI
• Medications
• MD Care
• Pain Injections
• Specialty Referrals

McAfee & Taft elects eight
new shareholders for 2019
The shareholders of McAfee & Taft
have elected attorneys Elizabeth Bowersox, Philip R. Bruce, Danae V. Grace,
Sean S. Hunt, Richard D. Johnson, Zachary A.P. Oubre, Julia A. Palmer and Patrick
L. Stein as fellow shareholders, effective
January 1, 2019. The announcement was
made by managing director Michael Lauderdale.
Elizabeth Bowersox is a labor and
employment lawyer who represents management exclusively in all phases of
employment litigation and counseling. In
addition to representing private employers, she also represents municipalities
in all areas of labor relations, including
union negotiations, grievance and interest arbitrations, and unfair labor practice
proceedings.
Philip R. Bruce is a trial lawyer whose
practice is concentrated on the representation of employers exclusively in all
aspects of labor and employment law
and litigation. A portion of his practice is
devoted to complex business litigation,
including breach of contract cases, breach
of confidentiality cases, and cases involving Lanham Act violations.
Danae V. Grace is a transactional lawyer whose practice encompasses a broad
range of commercial and business matters,
including mergers and acquisitions, corporate governance, real estate, healthcare,
contract drafting and negotiations, and
general business transactions.
Sean S. Hunt is an corporate attorney whose practice encompasses a broad
range of business and commercial matters,
including mergers and acquisitions, corporate organization and governance, real
estate, commercial lending transactions,
and general business transactions. He is
also the co-author of Oklahoma Limited
Liability Company: Forms and Practice

Manual, a two-volume practice manual
containing forms and explanatory text
and analysis for lawyers, accountants, tax
specialists, estate planners, and real estate
professionals.
Richard D. Johnson is a transactional
and tax attorney who focuses his practice
on a wide range of legal issues, including
business acquisitions and financing, economic development and business incentives, tax credit financing, ad valorem
taxation, tax litigation, and general corporate governance and operations. He also
counsels clients in all aspects of estate
planning, probate and estate administration, settlement of complex estate matters,
and settlement and litigation of disputes
regarding wills and trusts.
Zachary A.P. Oubre is a trial lawyer
whose broad practice encompasses the
areas of intellectual property law and
commercial litigation. A large portion of
his practice involves the resolution of disputes in federal and state courts across the
nation involving trademark, patent, and
copyright infringement, as well as claims
of trade secret misappropriation breach
of non-competition and non-solicitation
agreements deceptive trade practices, and
unfair competition.
Julia A. Palmer is a trial lawyer whose
state and federal litigation practice is
nationwide in scope. A large portion of her
practice is devoted to defending product
liability cases, including class actions, on
behalf of automotive manufacturers and
leading manufacturers of commercial and
consumer products.
Patrick L. Stein is a trial lawyer whose
practice includes a broad range of litigation matters in state and federal courts,
with a particular emphasis on representing
clients engaged in the agriculture and
energy industries. A significant portion of
his practice involves the defense of class
actions and other complex business litigation, particularly in federal courts.

Old News
Excerpts from OCBA News:

February 1979, Part 2
The Image Is In The Blade
By OCBA President Robert J. Turner

The legal profession is confused and overly concerned with its public image.
Recent attacks are nothing new. As Charles Dickens sharply noted:

If there were not bad people there would be no good lawyers.

FREE LUNCH ON US!
Locations in
Midtown OKC
And Moore

We’d love to meet you personally
and discuss how we can best
serve your clients. Call us today!

Call (405) 259-7711

Lawyers are not popular and never will be. The very nature of our profession prevents it. We are the centers of controversy, the “eye of the storm.”
Hired to take sides like the professional gun fighter, as brother is pitted against
brother in probate, husband against wife in divorce, neighbor versus neighbor,
etc. And the legal search for the truth cuts deeper than any sword, opening
wounds from which pain, anguish and anger flow. An experience no one
enjoys. There are “losers” and “winners,” and controversy develops over who
should have won and how the battle was fought. In our higher order of man,
aroused emotions will continue to exist as we attempt to replace fists and clubs
with rhetoric and reason, and there is no alternative for a civilized people. If
lawyers are necessary and respected it matters little whether we are liked.
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Volunteer Opportunities
The OCBA has many opportunities to volunteer with their Community Service Committee, Law Related Education Committee, Lawyers For Learning Committee and Voices
for Children Committee. However, this new monthly column will list other opportunities for our members to help the community. If you know of something that should be
listed here, please contact the Bar Office at 236-8421 and we will add it to this new monthly Briefcase column.

Oklahoma Lawyers for Children is the only nonprofit that is authorized to provide attorney volunteers to represent abused and neglected children in Oklahoma
County. For over 21 years, OLFC has been a trusted partner of the Juvenile Court, Juvenile Public Defenders and the Juvenile District Attorney and Juvenile Bureau
to recruit and train attorney volunteers to serve as Attorney for the Child and Guardian Ad Litems for children in deprived proceedings in Oklahoma County. OLFC
supports its volunteers with free CLE training in Juvenile Law, one-on-one case staffing with Senior Attorney Volunteer Advisor, Judge Roger Stuart (retired), CEO/
President Tsinena Thompson and Lead Staff Attorney Jana Harris. Volunteer dockets are coordinated by OLFC Paralegals who are able to access juvenile cases
assigned to OLFC online and provide the volunteer placement information, OKDHS worker contact and other vital information to assist the volunteer in providing
exceptional legal representation for the abused and neglected children in our community.
Attorney Volunteer Opportunities please contact Tsinena Thompson TThompson@OLFC.org or Jana Harris JHarris@OLFC.org 405-232-4453 ext. 102:
Daily Show Cause Volunteer: Emergency Show Cause Hearings take place each day beginning with staffing at 1:00pm followed by the Emergency Show Cause
Docket at 1:30pm. OLFC Attorney volunteers provide representation at these daily dockets which solely determine whether the pick-up of the child was lawful.
Volunteer have no further responsibilities to the case after the hearing. Training is accomplished through CLE or by observation and one-on-one training. Sign up for
the daily Show Cause Docket is extremely simple through an online calendaring system.
Attorney for the Child: Each child in OKDHS custody is required by law to have an attorney to represent him/her expressed interests throughout the pendency of
the child’s deprived case. When OLFC began in 1997, the caseloads of Oklahoma County Juvenile Public Defenders were 8-9 times over ABA recommendations.
With OLFC’s help, we have been able to reduce the caseloads to being approximately 5 times over the ABA recommendations and beginning in 2019 OLFC has
committed to reducing that number by another 10%. If sibling groups have different wishes for the outcome of a case, often multiple attorneys are needed to
represent an individual child’s expressed interests. Don’t want to take a case all by yourself? Partner up with a member of your firm and work on a case together!
Attorney for the Child (downtown division): OLFC provides legal representation for children in adoption proceedings in the probate division of the Oklahoma
County District Court. These are not deprived proceedings, but involve a parent represented by the Public Defender who is indigent or incarcerated who has
objected to the adoption of the child.
Attorney Guardian Ad Litem: OLFC GALs are called to serve in a variety of ways. The attorney may be needed to be a “best interests” attorney at trial in order to
call witnesses, cross-examine witnesses at trial. GALs may be requested to assist the Juvenile Court on a limited issue such medical treatment options, evidentiary
matters, placement review, representing a child in a friendly suit or other civil matter. Contact Jana Harris
Trustee: Through our “Jacobsen Trust” program, attorneys and CPAs are recruited to serve as trustees over the property of children in protective custody who
will marshal the assets of the child (inheritance or monthly benefits), approve reimbursements for expenses related to the child from trust funds and provide annual
accountings to the Court regarding the child’s assets. A perfect opportunity for estate planning attorneys, CPAs and those that want to help children, but not have
regular court appearance requirements.

Citizen Volunteer Opportunities:
Educational Guardian Ad Litem (Ed GAL)contact Scott Kaufman SKaufman@OLFC.org 405-232-4453 ext. 108: Volunteers who are retired educators and/or
school administrators are recruited to serve as a focused educational advocate for children in foster care. The volunteer is trained in state and federal educational
law, school culture, and juvenile deprived court process and procedure. Ed GALs are assigned solely to address the educational issues of foster children meeting
specific criteria and work directly with the child’s educators, school administration, case workers, foster parents and biological parents to develop a plan to meet the
individual needs for a child’s educational success. Foster parents and biological parents are trained on their child’s educational needs and how to advocate for that
child’s educational success.
Road to Independence Mentor contact Tsinena Thompson TThompson@OLFC.org 405-232-4453 ext. 109: The Road to Independence Program works with
children in protective custody ages 14-18 who are in permanent OKDHS custody to help them develop critical life skills necessary to become a successful young
adult when they leave foster care. Youth participate in multiple workshops with OLFC and private community partners to develop mentorships, friendships and
instill confidence in foster youth to realize their own potential and how they can become contributing members of the community as young adults.

Group Volunteers
Group Volunteers contact Development@OLFC.org 405-232-4453 ext. 110 :
OLFC hosts several events during the year that benefit children and families in the Juvenile Justice System. In May we hold an annual picnic for foster children,
families and workers that provides a day of good old fashioned fun in the country, with a cookout, fishing, hay rides, horseback riding and face painting! In June,
OLFC holds its annual Celebrating Families 5K and Block Party which celebrates families reunified through the deprived process, adoption and guardianship. Group
volunteers can make up a team to run the 5K, help with setup/teardown, provide a family friendly activity for the Block Party and more! Groups can also organize
a book or toy drive for OLFC. OLFC maintains the bookshelf in the JJC lobby that offers free books to children at the JJC. OLFC provides an average of 45-60
books per week to children. Toy drive: Children appear in court all year around and each of the 5 juvenile judges maintain a toy basket behind their bench so that
every child that must appear in court has a toy to help make that experience a little less scary. OLFC Ambassador: Invite friends and colleagues to attend OLFC’s
“Walk in a Child’s Shoes Tours” © held at the Juvenile Justice Center every other month to learn more about the needs of deprived children in our community.
OLFC’s Annual Venetian Ball is its signature event run by volunteer committees to meet OLFC’s fundraising goals for the year!
OLFC Associate Board to apply contact MHarrah@americanbus.com or go to https://www.OLFC.org/associateboard and fill out the application online! : Love
the mission of the organization but the other programs just aren’t for you? Join the OLFC Associate Board which is one of the most dynamic young professional’s
boards in the metro! Young lawyers and non-lawyer professionals join together in friendship and fellowship to support the mission of OLFC in a variety of ways
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LAWPAY IS
FIVE STAR!
LawPay has been an essential partner
in our firm’s growth over the past
few years. I have reviewed several
other merchant processors and no
one comes close to the ease of use,
quality customer receipts, outstanding
customer service and competitive
pricing like LawPay has.
— Law Office of Robert David Malove

Trusted by more than 35,000 ﬁrms and
verified ‘5-Star’ rating on

Invoice Payment
Payment Detail
Thank you for your
prompt payment.

Amount
$ 1,200.00
Invoice Number
123-a
Matter Number
01832

Card Information
Card Number

THE #1 PAYMENT SOLUTION
FOR LAW FIRMS
Getting paid should be the easiest part of your job,
and with LawPay, it is! However you run your firm,
LawPay's flexible, easy-to-use system can work for
you. Designed specifically for the legal industry, your
earned/unearned fees are properly separated and
your IOLTA is always protected against third-party
debiting. Give your firm, and your clients, the benefit
of easy online payments with LawPay.

**** **** **** 5555

CVV
111

PAY ATTORNEY

LawPay is proud to be a vetted and
approved Member Benefit of the
Oklahoma County Bar Association.

866-276-9492 or visit lawpay.com/okcbar
LawPay is a registered agent of Wells Fargo Bank N.A., Concord, CA and Citizens Bank, N.A., Providence, RI.

Special offer for
bar members.
Call for details

