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SPLIT
By Swati Avasthi

Avasthi, Swati.  Split.  New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2010.  282p. (Grades 9+)

Annotation:
Following a brutal physical altercation with his father, sixteen year old Jace drives non-stop from Albuquerque to Chicago to his older brother, Christian’s, apartment, in hopes that Christian will take him in.  Jace’s arrival causes Christian to have to face his past and risk his own safety and orderly life if they are going to break the cycle of violence that has divided their family for years.
Booktalk:
After standing up to his father’s abuse, sixteen year old Jace, with little more than an address on an envelope, is forced to leave his home.  After driving non-stop cross country, Jace has few words to explain his arrival to his brother Christian who seems less than excited to revisit his past.  After stepping in to take Christian’s place as a buffer between his Dad’s fist and his Mom’s face, Jace doesn’t have a whole lot of sympathy for the interruption his presence is making in Christian’s new placid life.  Jace for all his bravado and courage is just a boy who is struggling with conflicting emotions of love and hate for his father.  As he struggles to rebuild his life, he shoulders a great deal of guilt for leaving his mother behind and begins making plans for them to reunite. His mother isn’t all Jace left behind though. He has secrets of his own, and he just may be more like his father than anyone ever though.
 Reviews:
Booklist 01/15/10
Parents' Choice Silver Honor 2010
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 04/01/10
Publishers Weekly 01/25/10
Horn Book 05/01/10
School Library Journal 03/01/10
Horn Book 10/01/10
Wilson's Senior High School 02/01/11
Kirkus Reviews 03/01/10

Awards and Honors:
Split: CYBILS Award
Split: YASLA Best Book for Young Adults 2011
Author Website:
http://www.swatiavasthi.com/
Related Books:
Crosson-Tower, Cynthia.  Understanding Child Abuse and Neglect / Edition 8. New York:  Prentice Hall, 2009.  438p.
Explores many aspects of child abuse and neglect including the history, different types of abuse, intervention, treatment, therapeutic options, and prevention. Last updated in 1999, the new edition reflects recent research on neglect, as well as child sexual abuse aided by the Internet. Suitable for undergraduate or graduate courses in social work, psychology, sociology, and counseling and education programs.
Flinn, Alex.  Breathing Underwater.  New York: Harper Tempest, 2001.  263p.
Sent to counseling for hitting his girlfriend, Caitlin, and ordered to keep a journal, sixteen-year-old Nick recounts his relationship with Caitlin, examines his controlling behavior and anger, and describes living with his abusive father. 

Pelzer, Dave. A Child Called It.  New York:  Omaha Press, 1993. 184p.
Besides being horribly beaten, Dave was forced to eat his own vomit, swallow soap, ammonia, and Clorox. This was just the beginning of his mother's "games." Dave's childhood wasn't always a nightmare. There were the "good years" in the beginning and Dave devotes a chapter describing the feelings of warmth and safety provided by his mother.
Other Books by Swati Avasthi:  
Split  is her debut novel, and as of the time of this printing, she had no other published works.
Bidden (Revising manuscript. Pub date = Summer 2012).

CLOCKWORK ANGEL
BOOK ONE OF THE INFERNAL DEVICES
By Cassandra Clare

Clare, Cassandra. Clockwork Angel: The Infernal Devices. New York: Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2010. 496p. 
Annotation:
Prequel to the Mortal Instruments series, this is the story of Tessa, Jem, and Will and the beginning of the Shadowhunters. Set in 1878, Tessa searches for her place in the supernatural world and the real world and finds herself more powerful in both than she ever dreamed.
Booktalk:
“Magic is dangerous, but love is more dangerous still.”
Arriving in London on a ship from New York, Tessa Gray expects to be met by her brother, Nate.  Her expectations are rapidly dashed when two women known as the Dark Sisters, con her into believing that they have been sent by Nate to pick her up until he can arrive.  The Dark sisters are far more sinister and dark than even Tessa knows.  They kidnap her and take her to their home where they hold her prisoner, forcing her to learn how to use her rare ability---that of transforming into another person.

Tessa is forced to acknowledge a side of the world she never knew existed in London’s Downworld.  She is introduced to warlocks, vampires, Shadowhunters and other unusual and supernatural beings who walk the streets of London among the normal everyday people.  It is the Shadowhunters , beings dedicated to ridding the world of evil, who keep order in the world of chaos.

It is this same group, the Shadowhunters, who rescue Tessa from the Dark Sisters.  Will and Jem, Tessa’s rescuers, take her to the London Institute where she begins to learn of her powers and why she is of such interest to the sinister Magister.

As the Shadowhunters become more diligent in their job of keeping the evil beings in line, Tessa must choose between Jem, the young man who is kind, fragile, and dying  and Will, the young man to whom she is drawn and whose rapier wit and explosive moods keeps everyone at bay.  It is while staying with the Shadowhunters that Tessa begins to realize that love is a dangerous thing and that she may have to choose between her friends and her family.

Clockwork Angel: Infernal Devices is the first in Cassandra Clare’s Infernal Devices Trilogy and is a prequel to her Immortal Instruments Series.

Reviews:
Booklist 08/01/10
Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books 10/01/10
Horn Book 05/01/11
Kirkus Reviews
Library Media Connection 01/01/11
Publishers Weekly 07/19/10
School Library Journal 10/01/10
Voice of Youth Advocates (VOYA) 10/01/10

Awards and Honors:
ALA Teens Top Ten Award 2008, 2009, 2010,2011
New York Times Bestseller
2010 Pacific new Library Association Young Readers Award
2010 IRA Young Adult Choice Award
Children’s Book Council Teen Choice Book of the year 2010
2011 RITA Finalist.
Websites:
Cassandra Clare’s Website: http://www.mortalinstruments.com/
Youtube Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SOxzLY2OpA
Youtube, Cassandra Clare reveals the First of her Infernal Devices Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3U8csVJiUng&feature=relmfu
Youtube: Holly Black Interviews Cassandra Clare http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0kClk3iKYM&feature=relmfu
Other books by Cassandra Clare:
The Mortal Instruments Series:
City of Ashes
City of Bones
City of Fallen Angels
City of Glass
City of Lost Souls

The Infernal Devices Series:
Clockwork Prince
MATCHED
By Ally Condie

Condie, Ally.  Matched.  New York:  Scholastic Inc., 2010.  396p. (Gr. 7+)

Annotation:
The pieces of Cassia’s life and her dreams seem to be fitting neatly into place when she learns she will be matched on her seventeenth birthday, but a “mistake,” by a society which never errors leaves her questioning the validity of her match and the society as a whole.
Booktalk:
In this futuristic society, every part of one’s life is controlled, including who your life mate will be.  Teens are normally matched to someone from outside their province, but Cassia’s nervous excitement at who she will be matched with turns to relief when she finds she is matched to Xander, her childhood best friend. Although she already knows Xander as well as herself, she decides to view his micro card, but when she inserts it in the port, her world changes as his face dissolves into that of Ky, an aberration who is not allowed to match. The society that controls everything from what its citizens eat to the music they listen to never mistakes.  Cassia begins to consider the alternatives. Did the society make a mistake, or did they mean for her to be with Ky? Adding to the confusion and questions now invading her orderly world is her grandfather’s scheduled death and his gift of a forbidden poem.  Will Cassia stand up against society and not go gentle into that good night, or will she follow the dictates of society? Who is her true match? Is it Xander her best friend or Ky, the mysterious aberration who has his own secrets? Read Matched to find out. 
Reviews:
Booklist 09/15/10
Publishers Weekly starred 10/04/10
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 11/01/10
School Library Journal 12/01/10
Horn Book 05/01/11
Voice of Youth Advocates (VOYA) 12/01/10
Kirkus Reviews starred 10/01/10
Wilson's Junior High School 09/01/11
Awards and Honors:
“Matched” Chosen as one of YALSA’S 2011 Teens’ Top Ten
Publishers Weekly’s Best Children’s Books of 2010
YALSA 2011 Best Fiction for Young Readers
YALSA 2011 Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers
Author Website:
http://www.allysoncondie.com/
Includes author bio
http://www.matched-book.com/
Related Books:
Collins, Suzanne. Hunger Games.  New York:  Scholastic Press, 2008.  374 p.
In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The Capitol is harsh and cruel and keeps the other districts in line by forcing them to participate in the annual Hunger Games, a fight-to-the-death on live TV.
Lowry, Lois.  The Giver. New York: Dell, 1993.  179p.
In a dystopian society where the government controls everything including your lifetime assignment or job at the Ceremony of Twelve, Jonas becomes the receiver of memories shared by only one other. He then learns the terrible truth about the Community. 

Oliver, Lauren. Delirium.  New York:  Harper, 2011.  441 p.
In this futuristic society, the disease of “love” has been eradicated.  Lena looks forward to receiving the government-mandated cure that prevents the delirium of love and leads to a safe, predictable, and happy life, until ninety-five days before her eighteenth birthday and her treatment, when she falls in love. 

Orwell, George. 1984.  New York: Signet Classic, 1949.  328p. 
Written in 1948 about the state of our world in 1984, George Orwell imagines a future where “Big Brother” watches everything we do. Where people are herded like sheep and blindly follow their leaders without question. This first of dystopian novels examines a future that in many ways reflect the presence of government in our lives today.

Westerfield, Scott. Uglies.  New York:  Simon Pulse, 2005.  425p.
In a future where “Rusties,” have destroyed the environment and a viral airborne disease has destroyed oil production, a new society has taken over and in an effort to control and rid the world of conflict has created “Pretties,” people whose only job is to party and be beautiful.

Other Books by Ally Condie:
Crossed. Dutton Books, 2011. (2nd book in the Matched Trilogy).
Freshman President. Shadow Mountain, 2008.
Being Sixteen.  Deseret Book, 2010.Show More Show Less 
Yearbook.  Deseret, 2006.
First Day. Deseret Book, 2007.Show More Show Less 
Reunion. Deseret Book, 2008.

PAYBACK TIME
By Carl Deuker
Deuker, Carl.  Payback Time.  Boston. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010. 304p. (Gr. 7+)

Annotation:

Although Mitch True does not believe sports reporting to be his niche, he accepts the job for his high school newspaper and discovers he has gotten into a whole lot more than he bargained for.

Booktalk:

Mitch True, nicknamed the Michelin Man because of his size, is less than excited when he is assigned to cover sports as a reporter for his high school newspaper. He isn’t remotely interested in sports, but is given the assignment because of his talent as a reporter. He is enticed by the assignment when he is paired with Kimi Yon as the sports photographer, a girl he just happens to have a crush on. Their first assignment is to interview the star of the football team. However, when they attend football practice, the star player is not who catches their eye and who they aspire to cover in the school paper. Instead, Angel Marichal, a seemingly non-existent player with a throwing arm most can only dream about, stands out and catches their eye. The only thing standing in their way to an interview with Angel is the head coach who is adamant that Angel will not be interviewed. Mitch and Kimi meet a roadblock at every turn and begin to wonder why the coach is trying to hide Angel’s talent. Will persistence payoff and land them an interview that could pave the road to their journalistic futures?

Reviews:

Booklist starred 09/01/10

Horn Book 11/01/10

Horn Book 05/01/11

Kirkus Reviews 08/15/10
School Library Journal 09/01/10

Teacher Librarian 06/01/11

Voice of Youth Advocates (VOYA) 12/01/10

Wilson’s Junior High School 09/01/11

Awards and Honors:
Grand Canyon Reader Award Nominees 2013

Iowa Teen Book Award Nominees 2012-2013
New Hampshire Isinglass Teen Book Award Nominees 2011-2012

Author Website:

http://members.authorsguild.net/carldeuker/
Author’s website includes bio, a place for questions, and sports clips the author finds intriguing. 

Related Books:

Lewis, Michael. The Blind Side. New York: W.W. Norton, 2007. 339p. (Gr. 9+)

Story of Michael Oher, a rising gridiron star, who was rescued from the ghettos of Memphis and placed with a wealthy family to help develop his football skills.

Deuker, Carl. Gym Candy. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 313p. (Gr. 9+)

Mick Johnson works hard for a placement on the varsity team during his freshman year, and decides to use steroids in order to hold onto his edge, despite the consequences to his health and social life.

Korman, Gordan. Pop. New York: Balzer and Bray, 2009. 260p. (Gr. 9+)

Other Books by Carl Deuker:

Night Hoops






Gym Candy






On the Devil’s Court
Runner

Heart of a Champion

High Heat

Painting the Black

HAPPYFACE
By Stephen Emond
Emond, Stephen.  Happyface. New York: Little Brown & Co., 2010. 307p. (12+).

Annotation:
After going through traumatic times, a troubled, socially awkward teenager moves to a new school where he tries to reinvent himself.
Booktalk:
Yes, I’m the cool guy.  The big shot.  The one girls geek out to.  That’s me.  Happyface.  
Meet happyface.  After his parents undergo a messy divorce, his recently sober mom moves them into a nasty apartment and he transfers to a new school, the sophomore welcomes the opportunity to reinvent himself.  No longer the shy, strange kid he is now happyface, the happy-go-lucky class clown.  Happyface welcomes us into his world via his journal filled with instant messages, drawings, emails and doodlings.  We learn more about happyface as we move through the journal: his newfound popularity and his growing infatuation with Gretchen, for example.

But more importantly we begin to see past the façade and see that there is more to happyface than meets the eye.  He has much to process including his parents drinking, their divorce and what he left behind at his old school. 

Can happyface learn to be honest, process his emotions and be real? Or will he continue to hide behind his happy face?

Reviews:
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 2010-04-01
Horn Book 2010-10-01
Kirkus Reviews starred 2010-03-01 
Library Media Connection 2009-11-01
Publishers Weekly starred 2010-01-25 
School Library Journal 2010-03-01
Voice of Youth Advocates (VOYA) starred 2010-06-01
Awards and Honors
Texas: Tayshas High School Reading List: 2012
Author Website:
http://www.stephenemond.com/
Related Books:
Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Destroy All Cars by Blake Nelson
Twisted by Laurie Halse Anderson
Other Books by Stephen Emond:
Winter Town. New York: Little, Brown, 2011.  315p. (Grades 8+)
Evan and Lucy, childhood best friends who grew apart after years of seeing one another only during Christmas break, begin a romance at age seventeen but his choice to mindlessly follow his father's plans for an Ivy League education rather than becoming the cartoonist he longs to be, and her more destructive choices in the wake of family problems, pull them apart.
WILL GRAYSON, WILL GRAYSON
By John Green and David Levithan

Green, John and David Levithan. Will Grayson, Will Grayson. New York: Dutton, 2010. 304p. (Grades 9+).

Annotation: 

Two teenage boys with the same name meet under strange circumstances one day in Chicago and their lives stay connected as they share a friend, the unforgettable Tiny Cooper.

Booktalk: Two teenage boys, both named Will Grayson, meet one cold night in Chicago. Each Will Grayson’s life is narrated in alternating chapters by one of the authors. Their lives become linked as high school drama, friendships, and love stories play out. The Will Graysons’ stories are partnered with that of Tiny Cooper, one of the most unforgettable characters in young adult literature. Tiny is a 6’6” football player, president of his school’s GSA, and is writing an autobiographical musical called “Hold Me Closer: Tiny Cooper”. He is "the world's largest person who is really, really gay" and "the world's gayest person who is really, really large". You’ll laugh, you’ll cry, you’ll witness the funniest high school musical of all time, and you won’t be sorry you read this book.
Reviews:

Booklist (starred) 1/15/2010

Bulletin for the Center of Children’s Books 5/1/2010

Horn Book 10/1/2010

Kirkus (starred) 3/15/2010

School Library Journal (starred) 3/1/2010


VOYA 2/1/2010

Awards and Honors:

Arizona’s Grand Canyon Reader Award Nominees: 2012

Best Fiction for Young Adults: 2011

New Hampshire’s Flume Award Nominees: 2012

Stonewall Honor Book: 2011

Texas: Tayshas High School Reading List: 2012

Author Websites:

http://johngreenbooks.com/
http://www.davidlevithan.com/
Other Books by John Green:

An Abundance of Katherines. New York: Dutton Books, 2006. 227p. (Grades 9+)
Having been recently dumped for the nineteenth time by a girl named Katherine, recent high school graduate and former child prodigy Colin sets off on a road trip with his best friend to try to find some new direction in life while also trying to create a mathematical formula to explain his relationships.
The Fault in Our Stars. New York: Dutton Books, 2012. 318p. (Grades 9+)
Sixteen year old Hazel, who has cancer, meets Augustus at a kids-with-cancer support group and as they fall in love they both wonder how they will be remembered.
Looking for Alaska. New York: Speak, 2005. 221p. (Grades 9+)
Sixteen-year-old Miles' first year at Culver Creek Preparatory School in Alabama includes good friends and great pranks, but is defined by the search for answers about life and death after a fatal car crash.
Paper Towns. New York: Dutton Books, 2008. 305p. (Grades 9+)
One month before graduating from his Central Florida high school, Quentin "Q" Jacobsen basks in the predictable boringness of his life until the beautiful and exciting Margo Roth Spiegelman, Q's neighbor and classmate, takes him on a midnight adventure and then mysteriously disappears.

The Fault in Our Stars. New York: Dutton Books, 2012. 318p. (Grades 9+)
Sixteen year old Hazel, who has cancer, meets Augustus at a kids-with-cancer support group and as they fall in love they both wonder how they will be remembered.
Other Books by David Levithan:

Are We There Yet?

Boy Meets Boy
Dash & Lily’s Book of Dares

How They Met, and Other Stories

Likely Story

Love is the Higher Law

Marly’s Ghost

Naomi and Ely’s No Kiss List

Nick & Norah’s Infinite Playlist

The Realm of Possibility

Wide Awake

GIRL STOLEN
By April Henry

Henry, April. Girl Stolen. Henry Holt, 2010. 213p. (Grades 7-10).

Annotation:
Cheyenne is asleep in the backseat of her step-mother’s car when it is stolen by high school drop-out, Griffin.  Stealing the car was intentional; kidnapping a blind, sixteen year old girl was not. Now Griffin must protect Cheyenne from his father and his low life partners in crime.
Booktalk:


It was a thousand little things that told Cheyenne something was wrong. Even the way the door closed hadn’t sounded right…….
There was no way the person driving the car was her stepmom……
Then she remembered the keys. Somebody was stealing the car. 
And Cheyenne was pretty sure they didn’t know she was in it!…..
She must have made some small sound….
A swear word. A guy’s voice…
“Who the hell are you?” His voice broke in surprise.
“What are you doing in Danielle’s car?”…..
Cheyenne realized she was being kidnapped.
But she couldn’t see the guy who was kidnapping her or where they were going.
Because for the last three years, Cheyenne had been blind.
Griffin couldn’t believe his good luck when he saw the Cadillac Escalade with the keys left in it. This would please his dad. They could get lots of money fencing this car. 


But Griffin got more than he bargained for, because Cheyenne was in the backseat of the car. A sixteen year old, who happened to be blind and whose father was very wealthy. And Griffin was now, not just a car thief, but also a kidnapper. 


While Griffin’s father and his partners decided how to take advantage of the situation, Griffin made it his job to protect her from them. And Cheyenne was planning her escape. Could she trust Griffin?  She wasn’t waiting around to find out. She had never let her handicap leave her helpless, and she wasn’t starting now. She had survived the accident that killed her mother and left her blind, and she would survive this.

Reviews:

Publishers Weekly. October, 2010

Booklist.  September 15, 2010

Kirkus. August 1, 2010

School Library Journal. January 27,2011

Awards and Honors:

ALA Quick Picks

ALA Best Books for Young Adults.

Author Website:
http://aprilhenrymysteries.com
Related books:
Christopher, Lucy. Stolen. New York: Scholastic Press. 2010. 
Gemma is drugged and then kidnapped during a layover in the Bangkok Airport and taken to the Australian Outback. 
Northrup, Michael. Trapped. New York: Scholastic Press, 2011.
The story of seven students trapped in a school building during a severe blizzard.

Other Books by Author:

The Night She Disappeared. Henry Holt and Co. 2012

Shockpoint. Putman Publishing Group. 2006.

Torched. Putnam Juvenile. 2009. 

Circles of Confusion. Harper Torch. 1999.

TWO THE HARD WAY

By Travis Hunter

Hunter, Travis. Two the Hard Way. New York: Dafina, 2010. 256p. (Grades 10-12).

Annotation: 

No matter what he does, trouble seems to find high school football player Romeo, especially after his older brother Kwame is released from prison. 

Booktalk:

Everything seems good in 17 year-old Romeo’s life. He has friends, attention from girls, does a decent job in school, and is on the football team. He’s been noticed by college football programs and should be thinking about scholarships and his future. In every good YA novel, this is where things fall apart, and Two the Hard Way is no exception. Romeo’s older brother Kwame is released from prison and drags the drama back into Romeo’s life. Pressure builds from all sides—thugs, family, friends, and his girlfriend—until things implode. Who’s got your back? How much control do you have of your future? Romeo’s story is every kid’s story, in an urban setting, with honest characters and real-life trouble.

Reviews:

Booklist 8/1/2010

Kirkus 7/15/2010

Awards and Honors:

ALA Quick Picks 2012

Author Website:

http://travishunter.com/
Related Books:

Bronx Masquerade by Nikki Grimes

The First Part Last by Angela Johnson

The Rose that Grew from Concrete by Tupac Shakur

Tyrell by Coe Booth

Who Am I Without Him? by Sharon Flake

You Don’t Even Know Me by Sharon Flake

Yummy: The Last Days of a Southside Shorty by G. Neri

Other Books by Travis Hunter:

At the Crossroads. New York: Dafina, 2010. 231p.
Fifteen-year-old Franklin "Franky" Bourgeois is about to fall into a life of crime when he is given a second chance to turn his life around, but he soon learns getting back on track is harder than he thought.

JUMPSTART THE WORLD
By Catherine Ryan Hyde

Hyde, Catherine Ryan. Jumpstart the World. Knopf, 2010. (Gr 9+).

Annotation:

Elle is just fifteen when her mother, whose boyfriend doesn’t like kids, moves her into her own apartment in the city. Elle is befriended by Frank, a kind man who lives next door, and develops a crush on him. Her feelings become conflicted when she learns that Frank is woman in the process of becoming a man.

Booktalk:

“There is one thing you can do for me. My daughter will be on her own for the very first time. And in the big, ugly city, too.” There it was again. Ugly. I had begun counting. “And she’s so young. Turned eighteen barely a minute ago.” She cut her eyes back to me. We had a quick little argument, just with our eyes and faces. With my eyes and face I said, You’re a liar and I can call you on it anytime. And with her eyes and face she said, This is for you own good, hush, and then my eyes and face said I didn’t believe a word of what her eyes and face had just said. Mother and I fought so well we didn’t even need to talk anymore. Fighting with actual words was optional. “Maybe I could leave you with an emergency number. Just in case. I do worry about her.”
“I can use the phone, Mother.”
“Not if you’re hurt or in trouble you can’t. Let me give the nice young man my number.”
I rolled my eyes and waited. I was thinking, If you were really afraid of me getting hurt or in trouble, you’d let me live at home. Like other fifteen-year-olds do.

This was the beginning of Elle’s new life, in an apartment by herself (across town from the apartment her mother shared with Donald, who didn’t want to live with a teenager), and in a new school (which Donald chose because her old school was “pricey” and “coddling”).  On the bright side, Frank and Molly who lived next door were very kind. In fact Elle was kind of attracted to Frank, who was small and gentle, and a great listener.  

Elle has to grow up very quickly, as she learns to accept people’s differences and deal with her own prejudices ( will people think she’s gay because some of her new friends are?) and her own confusion when she learns that Frank is transgender ( does her attraction to a trans man make her gay?).  And will she learn the true meaning of friendship as she jumpstarts her world in this story that will make you laugh and cry.
Reviews:
Publisher’s Weekly 10/18/2010
School Library Journal 11/01/2010

Author Website:

www.catherineryanhyde.com
Related Books:

Beam, Chris. I Am Jay. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers. 2011. 352 p.

Jay just wants people to accept him for who he is, a boy born in a girl’s body. He tries being invisible, but even his best friend turns away from him as he struggles to become the person he sees himself to be.

Katcher, Brian. Almost Perfect. Delacorte Books for Young Readers. 2009. 368 p.

Logan is attracted to Sage, the new girl in school who has been homeschooled and sheltered by her family. Things start off great, then Sage reveals her secret, she is actually a boy. Logan lashes out at what he feels is a betrayal, but then struggles to regain the friendship that he misses.

Wittlinger, Ellen. Parrotfish. Simon & Schuster. 2007. 294 p. 

Angela has never been comfortable in her own skin, so she cuts her hair, dresses in boys clothes and becomes Grady, which feels right. But Grady wasn’t prepared for the reactions of his family and friends.

Other Books by Catherine Ryan Hyde:

Pay It Forward. Simon & Schuster. 1999.

Becoming Chloe. Knopf Books for Young Readers. 2006

Diary of a Witness.  Random House Children’s Books. 2009.

HUNGER

RIDERS OF THE APOCALYPSE SERIES

By Jackie H. Kessler

Kessler, Jackie Morse. Hunger. New York: Graphia, 2010. 180p. (Gr 8+)
Annotation:

Lisabeth Lewis is given a black steed and a set of scales to travel the world, however, her travels take her to places in the world where famine is a reality and starving is not part of losing or maintaining weight. Will Lisabeth find the courage to face her own eating disorder and save others?

Booktalk:
“Thou are the Black Rider.  Go thee out unto the World.”
And so begins the story of Lisabeth Lewis, the anorexic seventeen year old who finds eating difficult, struggles to hide her anorexia from all who loves her and to whom hunger is an all encompassing thought.  

While the voice inside Lisabeth’s head tells her she is not thin enough and therefore cannot be anorexic, she cannot ignore the command of the stranger who brings her a package one night and tells her she is Famine.  Everywhere she looks she sees the black steed and the scales, both items that no one else seems to see.  Lisabeth denies her anorexia to her family, to her friends and to her boyfriend.   Fanatical exercise and dieting allow her to feel vindicated.  

 Eventually, Lisabeth realizes that she is the newest of the Horsemen of the Apocalypse and her unique perspective on hunger seems to make her life a bit easier and the nightly ride seems to take her away from her problems in the real world.

But, Famine is not easy.  Famine takes Lisabeth to places she never dreamed of and forces her to see the struggle of those who are starving.  Riding her steed, Midnight, Lisabeth is forced to help people, allowing her to see food in a whole new light and allowing her to acknowledge that she is anorexic and that her eating habits are neither healthy nor helpful. 

The story of Lisabeth is unforgettable.  It is the story of starvation and denial.  Read Jackie Kessler’s Hunger and see if Lisabeth can overcome her anorexia and even recognize her own friend’s eating problem.
Reviews:
Booklist 10/01/10
Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books 10/01/10
Kirkus Reviews 09/01/10
Library Media Connection 03/01/11
Publishers Weekly Annex 11/22/10
School Library Journal starred 11/01/10
Wilson’s Junior High School 09/01/11

Author Website:
http://www.jackiemorsekessler.com/index.php
Other Books by Jackie Morse Kessler:
Loss. New York: Graphia, 2012. 258p. (Grades 8+)
A lifetime of being bullied has left fifteen-year-old Billy angry and frightened, but when he is tricked into becoming Pestilence, one of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, with the power to inflict diseases, he travels through time and memory to find Death in hopes of escaping his fate.

Rage. New York: Graphia, 2011. 213p. (Grades 8+)
Sixteen-year-old Missy copes with being an outcast at school and stress at home by cutting herself with a razor blade, until Death chooses her as one of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, War, and offers her a new blade.

ROT & RUIN
By Jonathan Maberry

Maberry, Jonathan. Rot & Ruin. New York: Simon & Schuster BFYR, 2010. 458p. (12+)

Annotation:
In a post-apocalyptic world where fences and border patrols guard the few people left from the zombies that have overtaken civilization, fifteen-yeer-old Benny Imura is finally convinced that he must follow in his older brother’s footsteps and become a bounty hunter.
Booktalk:
Fifteen year old Benny Imura does not remember much of life before the zombie apocalypse 14 years ago.  The only memory he has is seeing his father, who had already turned into a zombie, attack his mother.  Benny's brother Tom saved his life, but Benny is haunted by that lone memory.  Now it is time for Benny to get a job.  Either that, or get his food rations cut in half.  He really only has one choice: work with his brother Tom and learn how to be a bounty hunter.  Leave the safety of the town, go outside the fences, and go out into the wide and dangerous world where he will kill zombies for a living.  It almost sounds like a dream job — he'll be able to get revenge on the disease that destroyed his family and killed and reanimated billions of people.  But it turns out that being a bounty hunter means learning more about the zombies than he ever imagined.  As Benny follows in his brother's footsteps, he discovers that he has a lot to learn ... about men and monsters, about life and death, and about cruelty and compassion.
Reviews:
Booklist 10/15/2010
Horn Book 5/1/2011 
Kirkus Reviews 09/15/2010 
Publishers Weekly (starred) 09/27/2010 
School Library Journal 11/01/2010
Awards and Honors:
Best Fiction for Young Adults: 2011
Connecticut: Nutmeg Book Award Nominees: 2013
Iowa: High School Book Award Nominees: 2013
Missouri: Gateway Readers Award Nominees: 2013 
New Hampshire: Isinglass Award Nominees: 2012 
Texas: Lone Star Reading List: 2013
Author Website:
http://jonathanmaberry.com/
Related Books:
Forest of Hands and Teeth by Carrie Ryan
Ashes by Ilsa Bick
The Reapers are the Angels by Alden Bell
The Enemy by Charlie Higson
Other Books by Jonathan Maberry (full list can be found on author website)
Dead of Night
Dust and Decay
Patient Zero
BEFORE I FALL
By Lauren Oliver

Oliver, Lauren. Before I Fall. Harper, 2010. 470 p. (Gr. 9+)

Annotation:

After popular mean girl Samantha dies in a car accident after a party, she wakes up the next morning and continues to relive her last day until she gets it right, each day doing different things to fix herself and the wrongs she’s done.

Book Talk:

What if you had only one day to live?

What would you do? Who would you kiss? And how far would you go to save your own life?

Samantha Kingston is a popular mean girl who seems to have everything.  One night, after a party, Sam and her three best friends are involved in a car crash. We are led to believe that Sam is dead, but she wakes up every morning and relives the day over and over again.  Sam gets another chance to understand what she did wrong and finally figures out what she needs to do to make things right.  She sees herself and her friends in a new light and the impact their meanness has on others.  She comes to understand what is really important in life.

So is Sam dead?  Can she save herself by becoming a better person?  Find out by reading Lauren Oliver’s Before I Fall.

Reviews:

Booklist, 10/15/2009

BookPage, 03/01/2010

Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books, 04/01/2010

Horn Book Guide, 11/01/2010

Kirkus Reviews, 02/15/2010

Library Media Connection, 2/01/2010 (*Starred Review)

Publishers Weekly, 01/25/2010

School Library Journal, 04/01/2010

VOYA, 04/01/2010

Awards and Honors for Before I Fall:
ALA/YALSA-- Best Fiction for Young Adults

YALSA Teens’ Top 10

The Goodreads Best Young Adult Novel of the Year

Author’s Website:

www.laurenoliverbooks.com
Related Books:
Asher, Jay. The Future of Us. New York: Razorbill, 2011.

Receiving her first computer and an America Online CD-ROM in 1996, student Emma and her best friend, Josh, log on and discover themselves on Facebook, fifteen years in the future, and learn astonishing things about their adult selves.

Summers, Courtney. Some Girls Are. New York: St. Martin’s Griffin, 2010.

Regina, a high school senior in the popular—and feared—crowd, suddenly falls out of favor and becomes the object of the same sort of vicious bullying that she used to inflict on others, until she finds solace with one of her former victims.

Zevin, Gabrielle. Memoirs of a Teenage Amnesiac. New York: Farrar Straus & Giroux Inc., 2007.

After a nasty fall, Naomi realizes that she has no memory of the last four years and finds herself reassessing every aspect of her life.

Other Books by Lauren Oliver:
Delirium. HarperCollins, 2011. 441p. (Grades 9+)
Lena looks forward to receiving the government-mandated cure that prevents the delirium of love and leads to a safe, predictable, and happy life, until ninety-five days before her eighteenth birthday and her treatment, when she falls in love.
Liesl & Po. HarperCollins, 2011. 307p. (Grades 5-8)
After her father's death, Liesl is locked away in a tiny attic room by her stepmother, where she meets Po, a lonely ghost, and Will, an alchemist's apprentice who bungles an important delivery and enlists Liesl and Po's help in setting things right.
Pandemonium. HarperCollins, 2012. 375p. (Grades 9+)
Sequel to: Delirium. After falling in love, Lena and Alex flee their oppressive society where love is outlawed and everyone must receive "the cure"--an operation that makes them immune to the delirium of love--but Lena alone manages to find her way to a community of resistance fighters, and although she is bereft without the boy she loves, her struggles seem to be leading her toward a new love.
BRUISER
By Neal Shusterman

Shusterman, Neal.  Bruiser. New York: HarperTeen, 2010. 336p. (Grades 8+).

Annotation:

When sixteen-year-old twins Tennyson and Bronte make friends with Bruiser, a troubled, anti-social loner, mysterious and supernatural events begin to occur.

Booktalk:
Bruiser, a hulking anti-social loner voted Most Likely to Get the Death Penalty, is not the kind of guy you want your twin sister dating.  No one really knows him. No one ever talks to him.  And there are some really disturbing rumors about him.  All of these things are concerning to sixteen year old Tennyson when his twin sister Bronte befriends Brewster “Bruiser” Rawlins and then begins dating him.  But when Tennyson follows Bruiser home one day and witnesses his abusive uncle in action, he realizes that there is more to Bruiser than he thought.   After confronting Bruiser, Tennyson decides to give him a chance.  But as Bronte and Tennyson both grow closer to Bruiser, and as Bruiser begins to care more deeply for them, mysterious, inexplicable things begin to happen.  What is Bruiser’s secret?  And what are the implications of this secret?  Is friendship worth the pain and suffering it can cause?
This story, told in alternating voices by Tennyson, Bronte, Brewster, and his brother Cody, will keep you turning the pages to find out what happens next.
Reviews:
Booklist 05/01/10
Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books 08/01/10
Horn Book 05/01/11
Kirkus Reviews 06/15/10
Library Media Connection 10/01/10
Publishers Weekly 06/28/10
School Library Journal 08/01/10
Voice of Youth Advocates (VOYA) 08/01/10
Wilson’s Junior High School 09/01/11

Awards and Honors:
Inspired Recommendations for Kids from Indie Booksellers
2011 ALA-YALSA Quick Picks Award List
2011 Washington DC Capitol Choices Award List
2012 Utah Beehive Award
2012 Florida Teen Reads Award List
Summer 2010 Indie Next List
IndieBound title
Texas Lone Star Reading List
Cooperative Children’s Book Center CCBC Choices
YALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers List nominee
California Readers Book Collection—Middle School and High School collections
Book Page Top Ten Book of the Year
Capitol Choices “Noteworthy Titles for Children and Teens”
Bank Street College of Education Best Books of the Year
Georgia Peach Award nominee
2011 Southern California Peggy Miller Young Adult Fiction Award
2011 Milwaukee County  Teen Book Award — Honor Book
The Tennessee’s Volunteer State Award Lists 
Author Website:
www.storyman.com/
Related Books:
Alphin, Elaine Marie. Picture Perfect. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 2003. 244p. (Grades 9+).
A gap in his memory the afternoon that his best friend disappears in a redwood forest has a fifteen-year-old photographer wondering about his own role in the mystery, and who he can turn to for help.

Carman, Patrick. Thirteen Days to Midnight. New York: Little, Brown, 2010. 296p. (Grades 7-10).
In the aftermath of the accident that killed his foster father, high school student Jacob Fielding discovers that he has acquired the power of indestructibility, and the more he learns about it the more he realizes that it is a heavy burden, if not a curse.

Klass, David. You Don’t Know Me. New York: Frances Foster Books, 2001. 262p. (Grades 7+).
Fourteen-year-old John creates alternative realities in his mind as he tries to deal with his mother's abusive boyfriend, his crush on a beautiful, but shallow classmate and other problems at school.

Stahler, David. Doppelganger. New York: Harper Collins, 2006; 258p. (Grades 9+)
When a sixteen-year-old member of a race of shape-shifting killers called doppelgangers assumes the life of a troubled teen, he becomes unexpectedly embroiled in human life--and it is nothing like what he has seen on television.

Weaver, Will. Defect. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007. 208p. (Grades 7+).
After spending most of his life in Minnesota foster homes hiding a bizarre physical abnormality, fifteen-year-old David is offered a chance at normalcy, but must decide if giving up what makes him special is the right thing to do.

Other Books by Neal Shusterman:
Ansty Does Time
Darkness Creeping: Twenty Twisted Tales
Downsiders
Dread Locks
Duckling Ugly
Everfound
Everlost
Everwild
The Eyes of Kid Midas
Full Tilt
Red Rider’s Hood
The Schwa was Here
The Shadow Club
The Shadow Club Rising
Speeding Bullet
Unwind

SOMEBODY EVERYBODY LISTENS TO
By Suzanne Supplee

Supplee, Suzanne. Somebody Everybody Listens To. New York: Dutton Books, 2010. 256p. (Grade 7+)

Annotation:

After graduating from high school in a tiny Tennessee town, aspiring country singer Retta Lee Jones travels to Nashville to pursue her goal of becoming a country music star.

Booktalk:

After graduating from high school in the tiny town of Starling, Tennessee, Retta Lee Jones is ready to leave home to pursue her dreams of being a country singer in Nashville.  With her guitar in hand, waitressing money in her pocket, and her aunt’s old clunker for transportation, Retta Lee is ready for anything.  But Retta’s arrival in Music City is not without trouble.  It seems as though every step forward is quickly followed by two steps back.  But Retta refuses to give up. She knows that the country artists she admired growing up never had it easy and she takes inspiration from their struggles and eventual success.  But after finding out that Mama has left Daddy for another man, Retta wonders if she should give up her dream and go back home.

This is a story about finding the courage to follow your dreams.  It’s a hopeful story, a moving story, and a funny story.  In the end, Retta Lee just wants to be “somebody everybody listens to.”

Reviews:

Booklist 06/16/10

Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books 06/01/10

Horn Book 10/01/10

Kirkus Reviews 04/01/10

Publishers Weekly starred 05/24/10

School Library Journal 10/01/10

Awards and Honors:

2011 Best Fiction for Young Adults

Author Website:

www.suzannesupplee.com
Related Books:

Cohn, Rachel. Pop Princess. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2004. 311p. (Grades 8+)
Yearning to escape the small Massachusetts town where her family retreated after her sister's death, Wonder Blake gets her chance when her sister's manager offers Wonder a record contract on her sixteenth birthday.

Nolan, Han. Born Blue. San Diego: Harcourt, 2001. 277p. (Grades 8+).
Janie was four years old when she nearly drowned due to her mother’s neglect. Through an unhappy foster home experience, and years of feeling that she is unwanted, she keeps alive her dream of someday being a famous singer.

Rallison, Janette. My Double Life. New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 2010. 265p. (Grades 7-10).
When eighteen-year-old Lexi of Morgantown, West Virginia, becomes the body double of a famous pop star, she discovers that the girl she is replacing is actually her half-sister, and that their father is a famous rock star.

Other Books by Suzanne Supplee:

Artichoke’s Heart. New York: Dutton Books, 2008. 224p. (Grades 8-10).

When she is almost sixteen years old, Rosemary decides she is sick of being overweight, mocked at school and at Heavenly Hair--her mother's beauty salon--and feeling out of control, and as she slowly loses weight, she realizes that she is able to cope with her mother's cancer, having a boyfriend for the first time, and discovering that other people's lives are not as perfect as they seem from the outside.

When Irish Guys are Smiling. New York: Speak, 2008. 211p. (Grades 7+).

Seventeen-year-old Delk Sinclair travels to Ireland as part of study program, hoping to leave behind her memories of her mother, her hatred for her new stepmother, and her confusion about the future, but instead of finding an escape, Delk falls in love with a handsome Irish boy who helps her come to terms with her past.

THE MOCKINGBIRDS

By Daisy Whitney
Whitney, Daisy.  Mockingbirds. New York : Little, Brown, 2010. (Gr. 9+)
Annotation:

Alex wakes up in a boy’s bed and doesn’t realize what has happened during the drunken party the night before. As her memories return, she begins to understand that she has been date raped. Alex turns her case over to the Mockingbirds, an underground justice at the boarding school, which investigates and tries crimes against other students.

Booktalk:
After drinking too much and waking up in the room of a boy she barely knows, Alex feels guilt and shame. Her friends convince her that even if she did drink too much, it doesn't make it okay for a boy to have sex with her while she's passed out. Her rapist, Carter, is a popular water polo athlete at Themis Academy. He and his friends talk about her in class and in the common areas. Alex’s friends stand by her and make sure she always has a friend to walk her to classes and bring her food in her dorm room. 

Years earlier, Alex's sister created a secret group called The Mockingbirds, a group in which students could bring justice to other students. They listen to evidence and declare the defendant guilty or innocent.  
 Alex's friends convince her to take her case to the Mockingbirds. In the weeks leading up to the trial, Alex becomes close to Martin. She never knew he was in the Mockingbirds. They cultivate a romance as Alex tries to get back to normal after the rape. 
Reviews:

Booklist 10/15/10

Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books 12/01/10

Horn Book 05/01/11

Publishers Weekly starred 10/18/10

School Library Journal 03/01/11


Awards and Honors:
Romantic Times Best Book of 2010
Best Book for Young Adults - American Library Association
NPR Best Book of 2010
Association of Booksellers for Children New Voices Pick for 2010
Chicago Public Library Best of Best Books for Teens in 2010
Book of the Year Award Honorable Mention 
Indie Next List Pick 
Author Website:

www.daisywhitney.com
Related Books:
Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Speak.  New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 1999. 197p.
It is through her work on an art project that Melinda is finally able to face what really happened at a party: she was raped.  Her healing process has just begun when she has another violent encounter with him.  This time Melinda fights back, refuses to be silent, and thereby achieves a measure of vindication.

Asher, Jay.  13 Reasons Why.  New York: Razorbill, c2007.  288p.

When high school student Clay Jenkins receives a box in the mail containing thirteen cassette tapes recorded by his classmate Hannah, who committed suicide, he spends a bewildering and heartbreaking night crisscrossing their town, listening to Hannah’s voice recounting the events leading up to her death.

Tashjian, Janet.  Fault Line.  New York: Henry Holt, 2003.  248p.

When seventeen-year-old Becky Martin, an aspiring comic, meets Kip Costello, she is caught in a mentally and physically abusive relationship.

Other Books by Daisy Whitney:

The Rivals.  Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, February 6, 2012.  352p.

This year Alex is head of the Mockingbirds, a secret society of students who police and protect the student body. While she desperately wants to live up to the legacy that's been given to her, she's now dealing with a case unlike any the Mockingbirds have seen before.  A far-reaching prescription drug ring has sprung up, and students are using the drugs to cheat. But how do you try a case with no obvious victim?
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